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Control Unit (CU), Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) and Ballot Unit (BU)

The Electronic Voting Machlne (EVM) being used by the Election C?mmlssmn of India -
(ECI) since 1982 are absolutely tamperproof This is achieved due to sev’eral advanced, %
‘technologles in 1ts desrgn, very strict quallty controls in manufagt'LTr‘Ing and several
admmistratlve safeguards durmg its use. Successful use of EVMs has’ glven a quantum Ieap to ,. ‘

Indla s credibility in conducting eIections worldwide. -

Use of Voter‘ Verifiable' Paper Audit Tratl (VVPAT) With EVM bring additional .
' transparency and credlblllty, as voters can verlfy that thelr votes are cast as mtended When a
vote is cast a sllp is prlnted by the VVPAT contalnlng the serlal number, name and symbol of‘ '
- the candldate and remains exposed through a transparent window. for about 7 seconds
Thereafter this slip automatlcally gets cut and falls in the sealed drop box of VVPAT. The shps
remain sealed and are available for audit by the Courts. S]ipe from 5 polling etattons randOmty
picked up in each Assembly Constltuencv/every Assembly Segment of Parllamentary

Constltuency are also counted and matched with EVM count.

1. The EVM consists of Control Unit (CU) and Ballot Unit (BU) and their connection cables.
2. The CU is kept with the Presiding Officer while BU and VVPAT are kept in the voting

compartment.
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- a. EVMs are stand alone machines and are not accessible remotely. ¢ N
b. The software programme in Control Unit (CU) Ballotlng Unit (BU) and VVPAT is one time .

_programmed and hence nelther readable nor rewr[teab[e P
c. The software is des:gned and approved by Technical Expert Committee (TEC), £
. comprising of emment Professors of various IITs. ¢
* d. Third party testing is done by Standardisation Testing and Quallty Certlflcation (STQC) P
Directorate. : ' _' it
e = _Each key press on EVMs is Iogged in the machme wrth time and date stamp and is .

avallable for audlt by the Courts

==  Security of EVMs:

1. The EVMs are kept undar dodbla Io'c.k an.d key‘a.nd under poiice-s‘ecurit.y.., '

2. Functionality checks (First Level Chécking) are performed i‘n'the presence of Polit'icaI,Parties and :
thei.r represen’ratlves.

3. Security seals are also put in the presence of political party representatives. l

4. Each EVM undergoes Mock Poll minimum 3 times before use in a Poll.
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ﬂﬁ- Randomlsatlon. : S g

Random allocation of EVMs and VVPATs 1s made to Assemb[y Consﬂtuenaes and to pol!mg'

stations through EVM Management System developed by Election ‘Commission of India (ECI)
Randomization is done in the presence of Poht:cal Partles/Candldates

During the process of Co'mmissioning of-EVMs,BaIIpt Pape‘r is fixed on the Balloting Unit
and the EVMs are prepéred for the number of candidates in'fray in a particular constituency. It
must be noted here that arrangement of names in the ballot paper, and hence the Ballot Unit,
is in alphabetical order, first for the Nationa-l & State Recqgnised Parfies, followed by other

State Registered Parties, and then by Independents. Thus, the 'sequ'ence in which the

candidates appear on the Ballot Unit is contingent on the names of the candidates and their

party affiliation and cannot be ascertained beforehand. Hence, the serial number of the

candidates of any particular party will vary in each constituency and cannot be determined
beforehand thereby ruling out any possibility of manipulation.

EVM Brochure for Electors : , SRR ; e Pageid

A



m Witnessed by Candidates:

Political Parties, Candidates and their agents play an important role in First Level Checking
of EVM and VVPAT. Randomization of EVMs and VVPATs for allocating them Assembly
Constituency wise and Polling Station wise, Commissioning of EVMs and VVPATSs, use of EVMs
and VVPATs in Polhng Station and Storage of EVMs and VVPATs.

Various layers of security of polled EVMs/VVPATs

1.  Unique ID of BUs, CUs & VVPATs are shared with political parties/candidates.

2.  Sealing of CU and BU with Pink Paper Seals at FLC and Commissioning
respectively on which political parties and candidates put their signatures.

3.  Sealing of EVMs/VVPATSs before starting actual poll on which polling agents
also put their signatures.

4. Seals on ca rryi'ng cases of EVMs/VVPATs after closing of poll on which

_ polling agents also put thE‘.'iI’ mgnatures

| 5.  Double lock system at the door of strong room on which candldates also

put their own seals

6. ccTv feed to Candidates Campmg Area to monitor strong room.

7. ° Two Cordoried round-the-clock security (Inner perimeter manned by CAPF
and Outer perimeter by State Armed Police). : i

8. Log-book and videography of officers inspecting the two cordons daily.

9.  24/7 security arrangement for unused EVMs also.
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The Presiding Officer will P e : : - "} The red light against
enable the ballot Unit ) : : : ; the name}symbol of
while you enter the : = 3 1 S = candidate chosen
polling compartment. . [ +i e SRRl ot 3 Saiad will glow

Press the Blue But B : :

on the Ballot Unit | B B The Printer will print a ballot
against the name F e : ] WL U slip containing Serial Numer,
fsymbol of candidate 2 ee the print \ Name and Symbol of the

ofyougehoice. S EhseURineFa - chosen Candidate as shown.
; as the printout will :

§ not be given to you

The slip will -
be visible for

I you do not see the ballot slip
and hear the loud beep please
contact the Presiding officer.

EI.ECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

URL : hitps://eci.nic.in
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