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Singer Sahoo: CEO turns to
mic to encourage youth to vote

The song urges the youth to do their duty and cast their vote on the day

of polling; Satyabrata Sahoo is optimistic about a high voter turnout

 The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he amateur

in Tamil Nadu's

Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Satyabrata
Sahoo could not have
received a better
opportunity; that too, for a
noble cause.

In a promotional video
for the upcoming Lok
Sabha election, Mr. Sahoo
can be seen singing,
encouraging the youth to
vote. It turns out that the
officer did not plan on
singing initially. “I kept
visiting the studio when
we were making awareness
videos, and
changes. That is when the
idea came up. The music
director Srikanth Deva said
you could also sing!” he
says, adding that he readily
accepted the offer.

“...] am an amateur
singer and like fo sing. I
have sung songs in my
mother tongue Odia, and
in Hindi. I have uploaded
some of them on YouTube.
But, this is the first time I

i

Raising awareness: Tamil Nadu's Chief Electoral Officer singing in a
promotional video for the upcoming Lok Sabha election.

| am singing in a proper

studio set up,” says Mr.
Sahoo. A native of Odisha,
Mr. Sahoo is also
conversant in Tamil and
has served in the State for
over two decades. “I sang
in Tamil and the music
director helped me correct

“I gave inputs so that
my ideas could be
incorporated in Tamil...
Then, the lyrics was ready,
and I sang,” Mr. Sahoo
recalls.

The lyrics call upon the
youth to do their duty and
cast their vote on the day
of polling and become a
role model for others. It

SIS

also urges them to cast
their vote “without
receiving money, but
guided by their
conscience”.

Mr. Sahoo is optimistic
about a high voter turnout
for the upcoming Lok
Sabha election. “The
national polling average
during the 2019 poll was
67% and the percentage in
Tamil Nadu was about 73%
to 74%. Our ultimate target

18 100%, but we will be

happy if we secure

" between 75% and 80%.”

The visuals recorded for
the song show EVMs,
VVPAT units, and the
national flag.
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All persons with
disabilities must
‘vote: NCPEDP’s
Executive Director

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
Persons with Disabili-

ties (PwDs) can no lon-
ger be kept out of the

development  dis-

course, said Arman

Ali, Executive Direc-
tor, National Cemm ik
for Promotion of Em-
ployment for D:sab!ed -

People (NGPEDP), on
Thursday o 1
Addressing persons
with disabilities, their
caregivers, and va-

rious organisations at

a consultation here,
Mr.  Arman said that,
according to the Elec-
tion Commission (EC)
of India statistics,
there were one crore
PwD voters in the
country, and it was
time that those votes
mattered.

‘Nothing Without Us’
He urged every single
person with disabili-
ties to vote. “One crore
votes can make a diffe-
rence. The new slogan
is ‘Nothing Without
Us’. All of us pay tax-
es,” hesaid.

A 10-point manifes-
to had been circulated
among 600 organisa-
tions working for
PwDs, and to 15,000
individuals.

The manifesto,
which had Dbeen

A 10-point

 manifesto had

been circulated

individuals

‘shared among politi-

cal parties, calls for
bigger budgetary allo-

cation for the sector, a_

5% reservation in all
levels of governance,
and comprehensive
health insurance.
Jayshree Raveen-
dran, Founder, Ability
Foundation, said that
it was time for political
parties to ensure all
types of persons have
access to education,

employment, and pol- |
itical representationto |

represent the interest
of the community.
Activist and Mem-
ber of the State Advi-
sory Board for Persons
with Disabili-

ties Smitha Sadasivan |

said that accessible

elections have beena |

movement in the State
for several years now.
We have been look-

ing at accessibility of

polling booths. We

have a checklist now, |
which  supplements

the one given by the
EC, she said.

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salal, Chennai 600002 on hohal
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181 polling stations in

TN. deeme

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

The Election Commission
of India (EC) has identified
181 polling stations in 21
Lok Sabha constituencies
in Tamil Nadu as * Gl
ahead of the April 19 poll. It
has also identified a total of
8,050 polling booths
across all the 39 Lok Sabha
constituencies in the State
as “vulnerable”. :
pindigul has 39 ;:rit?cal
polling stations, the high-
estin the State, followed by
Chennai North (18) and
Arakkonam (15). Salem and
villupuram have 14 each,
followed by Tirunelveli (13)
and Cuddalore (1). :
Other  constituencies
with critical booths are
Dharmapuri and Tenkasi,
which have nine each, Ka-
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d ‘critical

(seven), Tiruvallur (five),
Kallakurichi and Rama-
nathapuram (four each),
Arani (three), Sivaganga
and Thoothukudi (two
each), Krishnagiri, Madu-
rai, Perambalur and Tiru-
vannamalai (one each).

A polling booth is identi-
fied as critical based on a
list of criteria, including
whether the polling was
more than 90% and if 75%
of the votes polled fa-
voured one candidate in
the last election; whether it
recm'dedwtl::es;1 than 10%

lling; whether any vio-
{Je_.;lce, leading to the regis-
tering of an FIR, was T€
corded in the last five

years, etc.

» m‘.‘r:}"-ﬁ_\"\_

181 critical and 8,050
vulnerable polling
stations identified in T.N.

If a polling station is identified as critical, the EC
would bring in enhanced security measures such
as deployment of sufficient Central Armed Police
Force personnel, or take additional civil mea-
sures such as webcasting, among other
initiatives.

Webcasting shall be done in all critical polling
stations or at least in 50% of the total number of
polling stations, including auxiliary polling sta- .
tions, whichever is higher. Critical events in and
around the polling stations shall also be
videographed.

Madurai tops table ’

At 511, Madurai has the highest number of vulner-
able polling stations, followed by Chennai South
(456) and Theni (381).

The number of vulnerable polling stations in
other constituencies are: Kancheepuram (371),
Sriperumbudur (337), Tirunelveli (331), Virudhu-
nagar (314), Dharmapuri (311), Tiruppur (293),
Thoothukkudi (286), Ramanathapuram (262),
Arakkonam (258), Chennai North (254), Vellore
(246), Coimbatore (224), Krishnagiri (208), Kan-
niyakumari (199), Chennai Central (192), Chidam-

. baram (192), the Nilgiris (179), Erode (172), Tiru-

vallur (170), Tiruvannamalai (166), Sivaganga
(145), Namakkal (143), Pollachi (140), Dindigul
(137), Salem (130), Tenkasi (124), Cuddalore (119), ,
Arani (108), Nagapattinam (104), Kallakurichi
(101), Karur (92), Thanjavur (92), Mayiladuthurai
(87), Tiruchi (84), Villupuram (76) and Peramba-
lur (55).

Postal ballots

As of March 26, a total of 77,445 senior citizens
across Tamil Nadu who are 85 years of age or ol-
der have submitted Form-12 D seeking postal
ballots. '

Though a total of 6,08,952 of them are on the
electoral rolls and are eligible to get postal bal-
lots, the forms were issued to 4,30,734 persons,
of whom only 77,445 have submitted their forms.

Kancheepuram (8,261), Kanniyakumari (4,184)
and Chennai (4,117) are among the constituencies
that received the forms from senior citizens.

A total of 50,676 persons with disabilities have

submitted forms seeking postal ballots across the
State.
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AIADMK files plaint
with EC alleging
violation of model
code by Udhayanidhi

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The AIADMK has submit-
ted a complaint to the
Election Commission over
the reported assurance by
Minister Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin that 40 lakh more wo-
men will benefit from the

ignar Magalir Urimai
Thittam. It also submitted
another complaint over
government pleaders en-
gaged in DMK-related ac-
tivities while their duty is
to defend the State in legal
proceedings.

In his complaint to the
Chief Flectoral Officer,
AIADMK functionary LS.
Inbadurai said that Mr. Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin had, dur-
ing an election campaign,
assured women who had
not benefited under the
Kalaignar Magalir Urimai
Thittam that he would
make arrangements with-
in five months. The
AIADMK functionary said
that the Minister’s act was
against the model code of
conduct (MCC).

Mr. Inbadurai also re-
ferred to his complaint
against Mr. Udhayanidhi’s
“use of unparliamentary

| and unethical language

against' the Opposition
parties” during an elec-
tion campaign on March
31. He further said that it
might also “promote en-
mity  between  twoO
groups”.

Another AIADMK func-
tionary and party spokes-
person, R.M. Babu Muru-

Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin
had reportedly said that 40 lakh
more women will benefit from
the basic income scheme.

gavel, in a plea to the
Commission, cited media
reports that three govern-
ment pleaders had taken
part in a ‘war room’ meet-
ing of the DMK.

“Their sole duty is to
defend the State in legal
proceedings happening in
court, but it is unfortunate
to see them engaged in
party and election-related
activities along with the
ruling DMK,” Mr. Muruga-
vel said, adding that it vio-
lated Article 324 and was
also against the superin-
tendence, direction and
control of election esta-
blished under the Consti-
tution to conduct it fairly.

The DMK had used the
government machinery
for “political benefit”, and
this was also publicised
without abiding by the
Commission’s rules, Mr.
Murugavel alleged.
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Chammi. How can the mere
¢ presence of schoolchildren

: in uniform during the road

: show participated by prime
: minister Narendra Modi lead
. to registration of a criminal

: case against the school con-

: cerned, asked Madras high
: courton Thursday.

- Justice G Jayachandran
: alsodirected the Coimbatore

: police to file an explanation

by April 8 justifying registra-
: tionof an FIR against Sai Ba-
: ba Vidhyalayam Middle

¢ School under the Juvenile

i Justice Act.
i The court issued the di-
. rectiononapleamoved by the
school management chal-
lenging the FIR registered
against it on charges of send-
ing students in uniform to a
road show organised by BJP
in which the prime minister
participated on March18.
Responding to the query,
the prosecution submitted
that the school . caused
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HC asks how kids wearing school
umform at PM’s ra]ly is an offence

children by taking them to
the road show. To this, the
judge wondered how such an
FIR could be filed merely
based on a complaint filed by
the District Child Protection
Officer, who came to know
about the issue only through
media reports. The court ob-

served that police registered.

the FIR as a knee-jerk reac-
tion to media reports. )

“When we were chileen,
we used to go to see celebri-
ties and politicians during
their election campaigns.
The issue would have large
scale bearing and needs to be
addressed,” the judge said.
The court also extended the
interim protection grantedto
the school against coercive

action tillfurther orders.

“The complaint is false
and has been filed with a vin-
dictive attitude just to harass
the school management.
There was no communica-
tion from the school educa-
tion department as regards
the measures to be taken to
ensure safety of children in
view of security arrange-
ments for the prime minis-
ter's visit,” the Sai Baba Vid-
hyalayam Middle School au-
thorities said.

However, the school man-
agement had taken all possi-
ble efforts to ensure that chil-
dren were taken back tohome
and instructions were given
to parents, it said. While so,
the allegation that the school
children were taken in uni-
form to see the prime minis-
ter is absolutely false and un-
true, the school added. “The
allegation that the school had
taken the children by force
for election campaign is un-
founded and the manage-
ment is harassed by lodging a
complaint with political ven-
detta,” the school said.
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he CPIQM) party has com-
and former health minister C.
Vijayabaskar to Chief Electoral
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo that

the party was violating eletion
: while campaigning.

"I bis letter ( Sanoa, CPIOV
‘Pudukkottai district secretary S.
ivarman pointed out that
Vijayabaskar announced a prize
scheme for AIADMK cadre who
more votes for the party and
t they will be presented with

goldchams and cars.
an said since elec-
ti rules are in force,
Vijayabaskar’s announcement
i S (R shopetaries
and the taluk secretaries will be
resented with gold chains and
cars if they bring in more votes
m the DMK, is a violation of

election rules.

He appealed to the CEO to take
mmese gyitable  action  against
NSNS VnayabaSkar- :
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POLLLENS

I-T raid at house
of ex-MLA’s kin,
340 lakh seized

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Vellore

THE Income tax officials seized
unaccounted cash to the tune
of 40 lakh during a raid at the -
house of the cousin of a former
ATADMK MLA in Tiruppathur
on Thursday. Sources said mo-
bile phones and crucial docu-
ments were confiscated during
the raid at 35-year-old Naveen
Kumar’s house that continued
till 2 am.

Kumar, who is involved in fi-
nance and real-estate endeav-
ours, operates a studio at
Tirupathur bus stand. He is the
brother-in-law of former AIAD-
MK MLA EG Ramesh. I-T offi-
cials are currently investigat-
ing whether the funds were
used for influencing voters in
the upcoming parliamentary
election.




th students went to
dshow outside the

~the school
ment, Judgeasked.

 the students were un-
1 der the control and
custody of the
. teachers and
headmaster,
said the gov-
ernment ad-
vocate.
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