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EC to revisit
* denial of nod
for launch -
of book on
Annamalai

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
The Election Commission
on Friday gave an under-
taking to the Madras High
Court that it shall revisit an
orderpassedon'l‘lunway
dmlngpermlssionforan
to release a book on
BI?TanulNadupresMent
K.Annamalaiin Coimba-
maiunselm-
mm'mjagﬂpalan that
the order, passed by a De-
puty moﬁcer in
coimbiﬁre, shall be revi-
md ‘a fresh ‘order

p.m. on Samrdaymncethe
evgntwasschedlﬂedonly
for 4 p.m.

The judge recorded his
and disposed

submission an
of a petition filed by event
'_':i'-i S. Shre Dhar-

}ﬁn& a book titled ‘The
called MALAT, auth-
ored by Suresh Kumar.
Though it was a simple
indoor event meant only
for the invitees to the ve-
nue at Uppilipalayam, the
election officials refused
permission solely on the
basis of an adverse police
report the senior counsel
said, contending that the
police had unnecessarily
feared disturbance to law
and ‘order.  During the
hearing, Justice Jayachan-
dran asked an Additional
Public Prosecutor to advise
the police not to be rigid
while granting permission
for such simple indoor
events. “If the police can-
not provide security even
" for a book release event,
what is the purpose of
their existence.” he asked.
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Lok Sabha Secretariat
declares Erode seat vacant

Following the death of MDMK leader A.
Ganesamoorthy, the Erode Lok Sabha
constituency has been declared vacant. An
official notification issued by the Lok Sabha
Secretariat earlier this week said that the seat
became vacant with effect from March 28. A few
days before his death, Ganesamoorthy allegedly
attempted to end his life and was admitted toa
private hospital in Coimbatore. He died without
responding to treatment. (Assistance for
overcoming suicidal thoughts is available on the
State’s health helpline 104, TeleMANAS 14416,
and Sneha’s Suicide Prevention Helpline
044-24640050).
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Tiruppur nominee
of BJP booked for
argument with police

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Kunnathur police have
registered a case against
A.P. Muruganandam, BJP

candidate for the Tiruppur

Lok Sabha constituency,

over an argument he had

with police personnel.

He has been charged
with preventing a govern-
ment servant from dis-
charging his duties and
booked under Sections 341
(wrongful restraint) and
506 (1) (criminal intimida-
tion) of the Indian Penal
Code.

On Friday, a static sur-
veillance team, led by reve-
nue inspector Murugesan,
sub-inspector Pugazhendi,
head constable Mahen-
dran and constable Meiya-
nandam, was conducting a
vehicle check near Ketti
Cheviyur Kurichi when Mr.
Muruganandam’s vehicle
reached the spot.

The policemen asked
the driver to slow down
and park the vehicle on the
road side.

A.P. Muruganandam

Mr. Muruganandam, ho-
wever, asked the officials to
treat people with respect
and threatened them that
he would take the matter
to court, the police said.

The policemen, howev-
er, responded that they
were only checking the

vehicles, as directed, and .

tried to pacify him stating
that they had not behaved
in a disrespectful manner.

The policemen said in
their complaint that Mr.
Muruganandam had be-
haved in a high-handed
manner.
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‘People’s

~in the

Survey: People expec
‘something’ to vote

G BABU JAYAKUMAR &
D.SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, APRIL 5

Some ‘compensation’ for
their vote is a common
expectation of people
from all over the State,
cutting across all divi-
sions of caste, religion
and political affiliation, in
both urban and rural
areas, a pre-election sur-
vey conducted by a social
service  organization,
Studies, in
Chennai revealed.

Eighteen researchers
and 85 field workers,

" under the guidance of

retired  professor S
Rajanayagam, undertook
the survey across the 39
Lok Sabha constituencies

March 25 and April 1 by
meeting 4485  voters,
most of whom resented
the Election Commission

State between

DECCAN

!

CHRONICLE

i 6 APR 2024

of India's vehicle checks

and other activities
aimed at preventing
money distribution

and saw them -as an
excesses.

The survey taken in the
initial days of the cam-
paign for the April 19 elec-
tions revealed that the
DMK enjoyed 41.3 per cent
support in the State, fol-
lowed by AIADMK with
24,2 percent backing. Of
the respondents, 17.1 per-
cent preferred the BJP
and 12.8 per cent the Naam
Tamilar Katchi, while 2.2
per cent of them said that
they would vote for none
(stamping on NOTA) and

9.4 per cent wanted
to vote  for other
parties.

"Based on“the results of
the survey, which was
released on Friday, it was
deduced that the DMK
might win 28 to 37 con-

stituencies, the AIADMK
one to seven and the BJP
one to four.

By eliciting the people’s
expectations for the 2026

Assembly elections, along

with the survey to find the
voter preference for the
Lok Sabha polls, it was
found that Chief Minister
M K Stalin was the most
preferred candidate for
the Chief Minister’s post
(30.7 %), followed by
Edappadi K Palaniswami
(21.7 %), Seeman (15.05 %)

Actor ‘Vijay (145 %)
and K Annamalai (11.3
%).

The questions had been
asked by taking into
account that actor Vijay,
who launched his party,
the  Tamilaga  Vetri
Kazhagam, would take the
plunge and contest in the
2026 Assembly polls, in
which the votes would be
cast as follows: DMK 31.8

per cent, ATADMK 21.5 per
cent, Naam Tamilar
Katchi 16.2 per cent,’
Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam
15.2 per cent and BJP 10.1
percent.

The survey that found
that 80.5 percent of the
respondents also had their
preferences for film actors
sought to find out the pop-
ularity level of the top

‘stars and came up with

the finding that Vijay
topped the chart with 19.8
percent following.
Rajinikanth came next
with 12.8 per cent follow-
ing, Ajit 12.6 per cent,
Surya 3.6 per cent, Kamal
3.3 per cent.

Another general obser-
vation of the surveyors
was that the repeated vis-
its of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the
State has made no percep-
tible impact on the
voters.
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, April 5: The
ras = High Court has
nded the protection
against any "coercive action"
by the Coimbatore City Police
against a private school man-
agement over a case filed in
conneetion  with  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's !
" roadshow held there recently
The school management had
been booked by the police
relating to the presence of
school children during the
PM's evﬁ?atx in the western TN

. ....CityonMarchi8, . .. .
‘ngsinte%hm order on Thu-
~ 'rsday, Justice G Jayachandran .

. said, "the protective order not |
to take coercive action passed
by this Court on March 28, 2024
shall continue until further

Y.-orders”, &% i

The court also posed a list of
queries while hearing a peti-

- tion filed by the headmistress
of the middle school, which
sought to quash the First .
Information Report registered
on March 19 on the basis of a
complaint lodged by the
‘Distriet Child Protection
Officer.

Section 75 deals with punish-
ment for cruelty to child, pun-
ishable for a term which may
extend to three years.

The queries include the one

4 as to how section 75 of the

“ Juvenile Justice Care and

: Protection of Children Act

would attract in the present

case.

The judge posted to April 8,
further hearing of the case
and directed the law officer to
come prepared with case
laws to argue the matter on
that day. ~—PT1

fad
exte

&,
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No tech glitch in third-gen
EVMS, says election panel

Otimesgroup.com

Chennai: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has
said that there are no techni-
cal glitches in the third-gener-
ation M3 EVMs as alleged by
DME, adding that there is no
experience to question the re-
liability of EVMs.
“Thereisneitherany tech~
nical basis nor any past expe-
rience to suggest manipula-
tions,” the commission said
on Friday, responding to a
public interest writ petition

filed by DMK in Madras high

court.

In fact, these machines
were used inthe2021assembly
elections in Tamil Nadu,
which DMK won, the commis-
. sionsaid.

- The submissions were in
: response to a PIL moved by
i DMK’s organising secretary
! R S Bharathi with respect to

the positioning of veriﬁable
paper audit trail (VVPAT) be-
tween the balloting and con-
trolunits of MBEVMs.

The commission added
that the M3 EVMs were first
introduced in a phased man-
nerin2013.

On its part, DMK submit-.
ted that the party was not
seeking any relief for the up-
coming election but for future
elections. Recording the sub-
missions, the first bench of
Chief Justice Sanjay Vijayku-
mar Gangapurwala and Jus-

tice Sathya Narayana Prasad

adjournedthehearingtoJune
25. DMK wanted the court to
direct ECI not to place the
printer between the balloting
unit and the control unitas it
might corrupt the data proc-
essed by the printer.

The proper and transpar-
ent functioning of EVMs is
central to the substantivefair-
ness in the conduct of freeand

fair elections, which is a part
of the basic structure of the
Constitution, the petitioner
said. “Lack of transparency
surrounding the functioning
of EVMs and the violation of
statues governing the same
casts a shadow on democracy
and the principles of rule of
law and transparency in In-
dia, and the substantive fair-
ness of the processes,” he
said.

Though Rule 56 D of the
Conduct of Election Rules
mandates ECI to issue guide-
lines governing how applica-
tions for counting the printed
paper slips are to be decided
by the returning officer, so far,
no such guidelines have been
formulated, the party said.

DMK also wanted ECI not
to place the printer between '
the ballot unit and the control
unit as done in M3 EVMs but
to place the ballot unit and °
control unit in direct contact.
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keen on postal
votes for
centenarians

Times News NETWORK

il Nadu and Puduch-
erry election depart-
ments have commenced

the process to enable people
above the age of 100 years fo
cast postal votes, ensuring
maximum polling for the com-
ing 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Poll officials had already
issued forms to voters above
100 years of age. The voters
were honoured with a shawl
for exercising their démocrat-
ic right.

There are 55 voters above
the age of 120 years, 114 voters
between 110 and 119 years and
5,368 voters be-
tween 100 and
109 years in
Tamil Na-
du’s elector-
al -Tollg.
There are 6.23
crore voters in
Tamil Nadu, of whom 3.17
crore are womern.

There are 85 voters above
100 years in Puducherry, eight
in Mahe, three in Karaikal and
one in Yanam. There are 10.23
lakh voters in the territory with
967 polling stations. The admin-
istration has identified 77 poll-
ing stations that recorded low
polling percentages over the
years and proposed to engage
volunteers to create awareness
among people and motivate
them to exercise their demo-
cratic right.
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for threatemng poll staff

Times News NETWORK

JP candidate for Tiru-
Bpur Lok Sabha con-

stituency AP Muru-
ganantham courted contro-
versy by threatening flying
squad officials who inter-
cepted his car for a check
near Gobichettipalayam on
Friday.
Basedona complaint by
Static Surveillance Team
(SST) member Murugesan,
Kunnathur police regis-
tered a case under IPC sec-

tions 353 (assault or crimi-
nal force to deter a public
servant from the discharge
of his duty), 341 (wrongful
restraint), and 506 (1) (crim-
inal intimidation).

In a video grab, Muru-
ganantham, who was seen
seated in the car, was heard
asking police not to raise
their voices and if they
were threatening him.

When a policeman re-
torted, saying it was Him
who spoke in a threatening
tone, Muruganantham
asked for his name and des-

ignation, and questioned
whether he was deputed to
threaten him.

However, the cop replied
that they were only doing
their duty of checking ve-
hicles. To this, a visibly ir-
ritated Muruganantham
said, “I will make you wan-
der on the corridors of
courts all your lifetime.”

As the quarrel intensi-
fied, the cops convinced
him by citing a piling up of
traffic and allowed him to
go after checking his car.

Regarding this, minis-
ter for industries TRB Ra-
jaa shared a post on his ‘X’
handle and said, “My vehi-
cle is inspected daily. All
parts of the vehicle are
thoroughly inspected each
time. It is our duty to re-
spect and fully cooperate
with the officers as that is
their job. I will not fail in
that duty. Some even say
that the officials acting as
puppets of the Union gov-
ernment are doing so delib-
erately But it is never right
to threaten any official like
this.”

“Intoxicated with pow-
er, BJP people do not re-
spect not only officials but
people in general. What
will happen to the people if
they come back to power?
What will happen to the
authorities? Think!” he
said.

;: T e,

CONTROVERSY: Industries
minister T R B Rajaa reacted
to the incident saying BJP
people “intoxicated with
power” did not respect others
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for distributing
money

police have filed a case against CPM
candidate and Madurai’s sitting MP Su
Venkatesan based on a flying squad
official’s complaint that he violated poll
code by distributing money. Venkatesan
was campaigning on Thursday in Melur
region, an assembly mrﬁm ’
eonstlwency Accord Nng squa
official attached to Team III-C of the
segment. Véniatesan gave money to the
women who performed aarathi on him while
he was visiting M Vellalapatti village for
canvassing votes. Based on the official's
complaint, police registered the complaint
and produced the receipt at Melur
magistrate court. After the court gave the
nod, a case was filed against Su Venkatesan,
said police officials. Meanwhile, Su
Venkatesan continued campaigning in
Alagarkoil and surrounding areas on Friday.
Senior CPM leader Prakash Karat will be
campaigning for Venkatesan on Saturday.
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Blame it on anti-incumbency or instigated

response, politicians who try to strike conversations |

with voters are being asked tough questions

FACING THE
FIRING SQUAD

Omiasvin M D & R Gokul |

all them close encoun-
ters of election time.
Politicians, especially
f the ruling alliance
who try a conversa-
tional style of campaigning, are
facing restive audiences. The rea-
sons could be many —anti-incum-
beney, instigation by the opposi-
m or social media-fuelled bra-

Chief minister M K Stalin,
onamorning campaign walk in
Erode recently, was accosted by
a woman vegetable vendor who
complained she had not
been given the promised
monthly dole of 21,000
Stalin told her there
must be a reason she
was not eligible. The
woman was not con-
vineed, and Stalin had sev-
eral trying minutes before he
could go on.

His son, Udhayanidhi Stalin,
lost his cool in Perambalur when
a woman Kept interrupting him
saying she hadn’t got the ¥1,000
dole. “If you want to speak you go
ahead or let me speak,” Udhaya-
nidhi told her: He's getting trolled
for this response. That's another
problem campaigners face. Every
encounter is amplified on social
media. A slip of the tongue can
result in a slap on the face, figu-
ratively

And it's not always the ruling
DMK that is at the receiving end.

On Friday, fisherwomen in En-
nore confronted AIADMK north
Chennai candidate ‘Royapuram’
R Manohar and former AIADMK
MLA K Kuppan asking why Al
ADMK general secretary Edap-
padi K Palaniswami hadn’t visit-
ed them after the recent ammonia
gas leak.

On Thursday evening, angry
youngsters at Thandalaiputhur
village blocked the entry of T R
Paarivendhar, India Jananayaga
Katchi(IJK) candidate for Peram-
balur, over an earlier run-in with
some of his supporters. S Push-
pavanam, secretary of Consumer

Protection Council, Tamil
' Nadu, said people posing
questions is a welcome
trend.

Sometimes it could
also be the rival’s toolkit
at work. Former Union
minister P Chidambaram was
pestered recently by a woman
who kept asking about prohibi-
tion in a village in Sivagangai.
The next day she was seen doing
pooja for an AIADMK candidate.
DMK media relations joint secre-
tary Tamilan Prassanna said op-
position parties are forging vid-
eos against DMK candidates. In
Mylapore, a cropped video of
South Chennai MP Thamizhachi
Thangapandian not being allowed
into a colony was circulated. “We
verified and exposed the full vid-

e0,” he told TOL

In Sowearpet, Chennai Cen-
tral MP Dayanidhi Maran had to

explain to residents why the sec-
ond arm of Elephant Gate flyover
was still not completed - that the
delay was not due to Greater
Chennai Corporation but South-
ern Railway In Triplicane, the MP
got into arguments with people
over housing. He implied that the
questioning was orchestrated by
the opposition.

Thamizhachi Thangapandian
ran into angry residents at aslum
board colony in Mylapore who
told her that she was yet to fulfil
her promise of getting their
homes rebuilt.

DMK leaders admit they face
tough questions in some areas,
but say they explain their posi-
tion. MLA D Velu, who accompa-
nied Thamizachi Thangapandian,
said, “We have done work in the
constituency and we are boldly
facing residents.  explained that
we have to procure Wafq Board
land to reconstruct slum board
colonies and it will be done, And
people calmed down,”

Deputy mayor Mahesh Kumar
said there can be localised resent-
ment for any incumbent govt. “We
are responding to people when
they raise issues,” he said.

Karur MP § Jothimani of the
Congress was asked by women at
Kodangipatti in her constituency
why she had not visited the area
in the past five years. DMK men
who accompaniéd her had to
pacify the women.

(With inputs from Ram M

TINDIA

FRAYED TEMPERS: A fight breaks out between MLAK P
Shankar and ward 1 DMK councillor Sivakumar during
Kalanidhi Veerasamy's campaign in Thiruvottiyur when
peaple protested against the councillor for not helping
them during the industrial disasters

LOSING COOL: DMK Chennai Central candidate
Dayanidhi Maran arguing with a woman while
campaigning at his constituency

MINGLING WITH MASSES: Sports minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin answering a question on total prohibition

Sundaram and Yazh Iniyan) during his campaign at Madhu@thagm
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ECI goes into huddle to
improve Chennai polling

CIENNAI The full bench of the Election Commis-
sion of India led by Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar on Friday held discussions with
the Corporation Commissioners and senior election
officers of several cities across the country, includ-
ing Chennai, which recorded low voter turnout in
the past elections. Ways to increase the voting per-
centage in these cities in the forthcoming Lok Sabha
elections were discussed.

Senior election officials of Chennai, Delhi, Mum-
Ebal Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Pune,

P P

‘part. From Chennali, 'I‘amll Nadu CEO Satyabrata
Sahoo attended the meeting through video confer-
‘ence, while Chennai Corporation Commissioner J
Radhakrishnan attended the meeting in person in
‘New Delhi. ENS

Thane, Nagpur, Patna, Lucknow, and Kanpur took |
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Case against BJP
candidate for
threatening poll
officials in Erode

P SRIIIVISAH @Erode

™ BJP general secretary and +
Tiruppur candidate AP Muru-
ganandam allegedly threatened.
officials of a Static Surveil-
lance Team (SST) during a ve-
hicle check at the Erode -Tirup-
pur border on Friday. Police
registered a case against him.

When he arrived in a car on
the border to campaign in An-
thiyur of Erode district which
comes under Tiruppur constit-
uency, officials of an SST from
Erode district tried to check his
car at the check post near Ku-
richi junction, on Kunnathur
— Gobichettipalayam road. But
Muruganandam allegedly
threatened the officials, sourc-
es said.

Followmg this, the SST
lodged a complaint in the Kun-
nathur police station and they
booked Muruganandam under
sections 341, 353, 506(1) of IPC.

Speaking to TNIE, Returning
Officer Raja Gopal Sunkara
said, “The area where the inci-
dent took place falls within
Tiruppur district. So the SST
filed a complaint at the Kun-
nathur police station. Police
registered a case against the
candidate.”

Meanwhile, the video clip
went viral and sparked debates
on social media.
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HC adjourns DMK’s

CHENNAIL: The chief bench of
the Madras High Court
; -adiournq;! the DMK plea
preferred against the design
of third generation (M3)
electronic voting machine, to
June 25 as the ruling party
~ submitted that it pressing the
- request for the future
i elections and not for the
forthcoming Parliament
electlon :

- The fifst division bench com-
~ prising Chief Justice SV Gan-
- gapurwala and Justice J Sathya
N yana Prasad asked the
% - why the petition was
noved at the threshold of the
Gctmns

- Senior counsel NR Elango
resenting the ruling party
submitted that the Election
Gommissmn (EC) pnbhshed the
handbook in January, since
then various representation
has made, but no action has
been taken.

Further, the plea is not for the ;

ensuing Parliament election, but
for the elections to be conducted
in the future, said the counsel.
The counsel submitted that
in M3 EVMs the voter-verifia-
ble paper audit trail (VVPAT) -
~ * has been placed in between .
. balloting unit and control
. unit, which is in contra-
dlctmn with the rule 49 P
. of conduct of election
i rules, 1961,
Furthey, the counsel
also submitted that the
EC has given limitless
power to the'returning

plea on EVMs to June 25

‘ oﬂ'xcer and sought to issue guide-

lines under Rule 95 of the con-

“duct of Election rules, laying

down the prooedure to be fol-
lowed while handling the EVMs.

The standing counsel for EC
submitted that the M3 EVMs
were used in the elections from
2013 in phased manner. The M3
EVMs were used during the

- 2021 Assembly election in the

state and no dispute was raised
by the DMK, further they also
won the election, said the coun-
sel. This petition would confuse
the voters and sought to dis-
miss the petition.

After the submissions, the
bench observed the matter can
be heard at leisure, since the
plea is for the future elections
and posted the matter to June 25
for further submission.

DMK's organising secretary
RS Bharathi filed a writ peti-
tion in HC seeking to direct the
EC not to place the printer be-
tween the balloting unit and
the control unit as done in the
third-generation electronic vot-
ing machine.

This opens a myriad of techni-
cal possibilities to corrupt the
integrity of the data that is fed to
the control unit from the ballot-

, ing unit, said the petition. The

1961 rules mandate that the bal-
loting unit and the control
unit of the EVMs have to be
placed in direct contact
4 with each other and not

o, allow the printer to be
in direct connection
with the control unit,
said the petition.
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Tirupur BJP candidate
booked for threatening
flying squad members

_MMBJPcandidateforTxrupur Lok
Sabha constituency AB Muruganandam has -
-Beenbogksdbyﬁunnathur police for threaten- .
ingsﬁnthsofamticsuminnnoeteam
involved in vehicle check near Gobichettipalay-
~-am on Tirupt Emdedish'icmborderon

'-Inawdeograb whlchhad
' gone viral on social media,
- Muruganandam was heard
saying to staff as, “T will
f'mke you g0 to cowt

aquanelaﬁerstoppmghls
car in the middle of the road

the cops if they were
retorts saying it was he

asked ma'name, designation and whether he was
sent+o threaten him,
- However, thncoprep&mdthattheywemonlydo

.instheirdutyof_;_ cking vehicles. To this, a visibly
irritated d: '_fbldhunhzathreatenmg
tone, “Iwﬂ]makeyouaotooourtforhfe’nme and

insists him to be respectful.

As he got into a further intense quarrel, the cops
pointed to a pile up of traffic and allowed him to go
after checking his car. Meanwhile, based on a com-
plaint by the static team authorities, the Kunnathur

, pohoe booked Muruganandam on charges of threat-
Emng and hampenng the staff from executing their
uty
. However, Mumganandam claimed that his vehi-
clewasbemscheckedﬁ'equenﬂytacurtaﬂhiswn
paign work. “It takes around half an hour for every
check. Because of this my campaign work gets affect-
ed,” he said.

t
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Flying squad seizes Rs 1.81 cr

from cash van at RA Puram

CHi 2ams and flying squad team
fficials seized over Rs 1.81 crore during vehicle
“checks held in RA Puram late Thursday night, A
FST (flying squad team) stationed at RA Puram
3rd Cross Street had flagged the load van
- around 11 30 pm on Thursday night. The
occupants of the van claimed that they work for

- acash management services company and
were transporting cash to be deposited at

ATMs. When the vehicle was checked, there was
Rs 1.81 crore in cash, but there were no proper
~documents for carrying the cash, The cash was
~taken by the flying squad officials since there
were no documents. The cash was handed over
 to the treasury office at Triplicane.
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Pondy CEO issues notice
over pension hike order

Y: Chief Electoral Officer of
Puducherry P Jawahar on Friday said that
they have issued a notice to the ruling
AINRC-BJP combine calling foran
explanation on the announced hike in old
age pension by Chief Minister N Ranga-
samy. Jawahar said that the Election
Commission of India (ECI) had in its letter
on January 2 stated that announcement of
new projects or programmes of conces-
sions or financial grants in any forms, or
promises which have the effect of
influencing the voters to favour the
party-in-power, are prohibited. The CEQ

‘said that notices have been issued.
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SR notified of plea
to allow staff
in postal ballots

m The Madras High
Court issued notice to the
Southern Railway in a plea
by railway employees
seeking to allow them to
cast their votes through
postal ballots.

The first divisim bench
compnsing Chief Justice 8V

Comission ofIndIa (ECI)
should include them in the
poetnl ballots. “No action has
beeatakm by the oommlssion

~ After the

- submission,

, the bench
' issued




GCC to go all out creating voter

DT Next
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AWATENEss across City today

m The Greater :
Chennai Oorporatlon (GCC)
on Friday released a list of
places where voter
awareness campaigns for
Lok Sabha election will be
conducted inthe 16
Assembly constituencies in -
' Chennai districton =~ -
Saturday. During the drive,
awareness will be created
about the need for 100 per
cent voting among public.

To emphasise the importance
of voting, the local body will
start an awareness campaign
on Systematic Voters Educa-
tion and Electoral Participa-

tion (SVEEP) activity in all
three constituencies in the city.

The awareness campaign will
happen in markef areas, or-

phanages, old age homes and
college campuses in each con-

stituency and an in-charge of-
ficer is appointed to monitor
the campaign activities in the
respective constituency.

Only 59 to 60 per cent of poll- -
ing would be in Chennai city,
for instance in the Lok Sabha
elections in 2019, only 64.10 per
cent votes were polled in north

Chennai constituency, which
is the highest in Chennai dis- *
trict. Followed by central

.

;i‘-

Chennmmthsé'izpercent'

and south Chennai with 58 per
cent. To improve the polling
percentage in the city constitu-
encies and achieve 100 per cent
voting on April 19, the aware-

BCC on Friday released

. & list of places whare voter

awareness campaigns
for Lok mmmn
will be conducted

tion officials pasting awareness stickers on water
s meant for distribution to C Iwnmu homes on Friday

ness campalgns have been
planned across various areas.
Meanwhile, from March 16
as per the Model Code of Con-
duct the flying squads and stat-
ic surveillance teams seized Rs
10.16 crore worth cash, gold,
laptops and iphones. In addi-

. tion, the local body has re-
- moved over 95000 banners,

wall posters, which belong to

public and private properties
in the city.

Photo: Justin George
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