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EC asks Rahul
to be cautious
in his public
utterances
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NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
of India (EC) has issued an
advisory to Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi, asking
him to be cautious in his
public utterances and take
note of the poll body’s
March 1 advisory for par-
ties and star campaigners.

The advisory comes fol-
lowing a Delhi High Court
directive of December 21,
which said that Mr. Gand-
hi’s speech in November
2023 calling the Prime Mi-
nister “pickpocket” was
not in good taste. The.
court had asked the poll
body to decide the matter
in eight weeks.

In its March 1 advisory,
the EC had warned politi-
cal parties, specially star
campaigners, to maintain
decorum in public cam-
paigning and refrain from
making-appeals on the ba-
sis of caste or communal
politics, or make false
statements without factual
basis that could mislead
voters. The EC had warned
that star campaigners and
candidates who had re-
ceived notices in the past
would face stern action for
repeated violations of the
model code.



Deccesmn ahvoniche.
Dered ; 07.02 . 2092

BE WATCHFUL OF CHOICE
OF WORDS, EC TELLS RAHUL

DC CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, MARCH 6

leaders in the right earne-
st .during’ election cam-
~paigns. The EC had issued
“a notice to Mr Gandhi last

-The EIectlon Commlssmn » year after the Congress

has asked Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi to watch his
words during public utter-

ances and follow the rece-

nt advisory issued by it in
letter and spirit. Accord-
ing to sources, acting on a
Delhi high court directive
of December last year, the

EC asked Mr Gandhi to be:
careful with his comments.

on other leaders and fol-
‘low its advisory for star

campaigners_ and political -

Doy

leader used: terms- like

“panauti” and “pickpock-
et” for the Prime Minister.
The commission was also
asked on December 21 by
the Delhi high court to
decide on the notice it had
issued to Mr Gandhi for
these comments, saying
the statemeént made by the
Congress leader during a
speech  delivered in
November 2023 was “not i m
good taste”.
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Ex-Madras varsity dept
“head may contest LS polls

# THARIAN MATHEW

VELLORE: There is a plan

to showcase zero budget
elections in the ensuing polls
to the Vellore Lok Sabha
seat, former Madras univer-
sity political science head
and Vellore Declaration
initiative creator Ramu
Manivannan said.

Speaking about his mission, he
said the aim was to demonstrate
that elections without money
power was possible.

‘Giving further details, he said,
“we plan to start an awareness
programme towards this goal
within a week in the six Assem-
bly segments, including Vellore,
Anaicut, KV Kuppam and Gudi-
yattam, of the Vellore Parlia-
ment constituency in Vellore
revenue district and Vaniyam-
badi and Ambur Assembly seg-

ments in neighbouring Tirupat-
tur revenue district.”

The programme would be un-
dertaken for 50 days, he added.

Asked if he plans to contest
from Vellore this election, he
said, “it is also an option we are
exploring. I don’t mind losing or
even bemg humiliated in this
exercise as the aim is to spread
the message “of money-free elec-
tions to both the state and the
country. This is a golden oppor-
tunity to do so. -

*The reason for choosing Vel-
lore Lok Sabha constituency is
that it has many firsts to its
credit and is also a place known
for communal harmony, Ramu
Manivannan said.

Meanwhile, the original plan of
the Vellore Declaration initiative
to undertake a pada yatra from
Kanniyamumari to Chennai later
this month is being finalized, he
added.
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