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‘Why railway employees
“did not receive benefit
; of postal ballot, asks HC

. The Hindu Bureau
| CHENNAI

. The Madras High Court has

sought an explanation
from the General Manager,

~ Southern Railway, as to

why a request was not

placed with the Election

Commission of India (EC)
to extend the facility of
postal ballots to all railway
employees in Tamil Nadu.
The First Division Bench
of Chief Justice Sanjay V.
Gangapurwala and Justice
J. Sathya Narayana Prasad

' have ordered notice to the

General Manager, returna-
ble by April 10, on a public
interest litigation petition
filed by V. Ram Kumar, of
Tirumangalam in Madurai
district.

EC counsel Niranjan Ra-
jagopalan told the Bench
that the commission had
written to the railways as
early as on February 16
wanting to know whether
it wanted, the facility of
postal ballot be extended
to its employees too, and

had insisted upon a reply
by March 25.

No reply received

Since no reply was re-
ceived before the cut-off
date, the postal ballot facil-
ity could not be extended
now to the railway em-
ployees in Tamil Nadu.

On his part, advocate R.
Venkatesan, representing
the PIL petitioner, said that
his client himself was a rail-
way employee. He said the
aim of the ECI to ensure
100% voting could not be
fulfilled if a large chunk of
railway employees in the
State were left out of the
process.

The litigant pointed out
that the loco pilots, station
masters, ticket travelling
examiners (TTEs) and so
on could not be expected
to avail of leave to exercise
their right to cast votes
during this year’s upcom-
ing Lok Sabha election and
therefore, they ought to
have been provided with
the postal ballot facility.
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Thaiyyur
residents may
boycott poll

v

Residents of Thaiyyur, off Old
Mahabalipurm Road (OMR),
near Kelambakkam, are
threatening to boycott the
election unless illegal burning
of garbage stops in their
neighbourhood. “There are at

least 6,000 houses in the area,

We don’t know where the
garbage comes from. Local

bodies that dorr’t have proper
dump yards are just disposing
of the glirbage in a nearby
open space and burning it.
People are falling sick and
children are ¢oughing,” said
Harsha Koda, co-founder of
Federation of OMR Residents
Associations.

Ramya, a resident, said
that recently, a small child
had to be hospitalised for
three days due to the smoke.
“If our complaint is escalated
to senior officials, the burning
stops for a couple of days and
then resumes,” she said,
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|-T searches

continueat
premises of govt

contractors

Chennai: Income tax sleuths !
continued searches at prem- :
ises linked to eight different :
govt contractors in the state !
forthesecond consecutiveday :
on Saturday. 3
While the searches began
at more than 50 places in :
Chennai, Coimbatore and Ti- i
rupattur on Friday, they con-
tinued in many places forthe :
second day. :
Sources in the income tax |
department said the searches :
were based on information of
.illegal funding to election i
campaignsby thecontractors. :
In Chennai, searches were !
carried out at KM Engineer- :
ing's office premises in Adyar, |
Tiruvanmiyur and Eco Pro- :
tection Solutions in Anna Na- :
gar. The house of a retired !
Metrowater executive engi- :
neer in Abiramapuramanda |
sand mining contractor's
house in T Nagar and Viru- |
gambakkam  were also |
searched. :
. However, income tax offi- |
cials did not reveal details of :
theseizure, ;
The searches might con- |
tinue on Sunday, they said. :
The searches were carried :
out in places linked to busi- i
nessmenand politiciansinTi- !
ruvannamalai, Theni and Ti- :
runelvelidistrictstoo. The in-
ceme taxofficialssaid that the |
details of the seizures will be :
revealed from the headquar- :
ters when searches are com-
pleted. Ty
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Ahead of LS elections, an app that provides
you info about all the candidates in the fray

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: A mobile application
tohelppeople knowmoreabout
the candidates contesting the
Lok Sabha polls has been laun-
ched by Arappor Iyakkam, an
anti-corruption NGO.

Information collated from
the affidavits such as details on
education, occupation, annual
income, assets, liabilities and
criminal cases is available for
all 976 candidates who are con-
testing the elections in Tamil
Naduand Puducherry Theapp,
Arappor Iyakkam, can be ac-
cessed on Android and i0S sy-
stemsinTamiland Englishand
isalsoon the NGO's website,

“Popularand big parties get
all the limelight, with traditio-
nal media highlighting them.
Independent candidates who
do not have the resources to
campaign deserve a chance to
be visible. This initiative is ai-
med at creating a level playing
field by giving equal importan-
cetoall candidates,” said Arap-
por Iyakkam convenor Jaya-
ram Venkatesan, before unvei-
lingthe app on Saturday:

More than 100 volunteers

KNOW WHOM TO VOTE FOR:
Arappor lyakkam’s mobile app
unveiled on Saturday

across the state and Puducher-
ry entered data from the affida-
vits submitted by the candida-
tes to the Election Commission
of India, which took around 1-
L5months. “Together, we spent
around 210,000 to create the mo-
bileapplication,” hesaid.

The NGO has also reached

ALL IN THE APP

assets as given in thei
Candidate

Top five Lok Sabha candidates with maximum
affidavits

Net Assets
(Zincr)

- Gross
Assets (2)

Ashok Kumar

(IADMIO Erode 6,62,46,87,500 | IEENUEINEN 6613
Ty ronathonadat | sagangal (304221600 | W 2086

V Jayaprakash ;

(AJADMK) Krishnagiri l,3§.78.14,428 et | 1314

A € Shanmugam (BJP) | Vellore 1,52,77,86,818 |18 1239

K P Ramalingam (BJP) | Namakkal 903139736 | M 89.6
out to the candidatesto send a  tingin Vellore, hasfiledan inco-
three-minute video explaining  metax of 12 crore, the highest,
their manifestoand poll promi-  followed by the BJP candidate
ses. “Candidates from Theni AC Shanmugam, who is also
have started sending the vide- standing in Vellore, with 5.9
08. You can go to their page on  croreof taxfiling.
the app and scroll down to find The NGO has also analysed

it,” said Jayaram, They have al-
socollated thelist of candidates
with the maximum net assets
and last declared income tax.
ATADMK candidate Ashok
Kumar, who is contesting in
Erode, has declared the highest
assets worth #61.3 crore inclu-
ding money. DMK candidate D
M Kathir Anand, whois contes-

thelist of parties with the most
assets. The Indian Union Mus-
lim League stands first with
Z76.1crore worthof assets, follo-
wed by the BJP with 742.5crore.
Jayaram said, “We have
used the data from the affida-
vits. The voters can identify
whether the assets are right or
wrong with their knowledge.”
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Coimbatore: An elec- :
tion flying squad team :
seized gold and diamond
ornaments worth 3.54 :
crore during a vehicle !
check near a private |
school at Singanallur ‘!
here on Saturday morn- :
ing. :
According to an offi-
cial source, the orna- !
ments were being trans-
ported by Ambe Xpress
Logistics Limited to the §
cityairportat SITRA. w

---------------



CUE TINES OF INDIA

[+ Y APR 2076

Police book
Annamalai and
Ramachandran

Times News NETWORK

Coimbatore: The Karumath-
ampattipolice on Friday night
registered separate cases
against the BJP and ATADMK
candidates for Coimbatore
parliament constituency.

According to a police offi-
cer, while BJP candidate An-
namalai had obtained permis-
sion from election officials to
conduct his campaign at Thot-
tipalayam in Karumatham-
patti between 4pm and 4.30pm
on Friday, he started his cam-
paign only at 8pm. Mean-
while, he said, ATADMK can-
didate Singai G Ramachan-
dran, who had obtained per-
mission to conduct a
campaign at the same place
around 7.45pm, reached the
Spot.

“Election officials asked
Annamalai to stop the cam-
paign. Ramachandran and
party cadres then staged a
road blockade, condemning
police for allowing the BJP
candidate to campaign at the
same time allotted to them,”
the officer said. The Karu-
mathampatti police held talks
with the BJP and AIADMK
functionaries, who later dis-
persed from the area. Mean-
while, anelectionflying squad
official lodged a police com:
plaintagainst Annamalaiand
Singai G Ramachandran the
same night. Further investi-
gationison,
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Poll offices get
ballot sheets with
name, symbols

Coimbatore: The district
administration has received
ballot sheets with the names
and symbols of candidates
for Coimbatore and Pollachi
parliamentary constituen-
cies. Now that the poll staff
and political parties have
checked the sheets thor-
oughly, the same would be at-
tached to the electronic vot-
ing machines next week.
The Coimbatore parliamen-
tary constituency has
21,06,124 voters, comprising :
10,41,349 males, 10,64,394 fe-
males and 381 transgenders.

This Lok Sabha constitu-
ency, which houses Coimba- :
tore South and North, Ka- :
vundampalayam, Singanal- :
Iur, Sulur and Palladam as-
sembly constituencies, has
2,059 polling stations spread
across 584 locations.

ECI has allowed disabled
people and those aged above
85 years to exercise their
right franchise from home.
They were provided with the
form 12D (application for
postal ballot). Coimbatore
collector Kranthi Kumar Pa-
ti said the district adminis-
tration had been conducting
various events to achieve
100% voting. TN
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324-cr Jewellery seized at f(oval K’gm

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Krishnagir/ Colmbatore -

A Static Surveillance Team .

(S8T) seized jewellery worth
¥15.12 crore worth that were al-
legedly being transported from
Karnataka airport to various
districts in Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala on Friday night.

Sources said the goods vehi-
cle, owned by a logistics compa-
ny, had 69 boxes of gold jewel-
lery and the team checked the
vehicle at Zuzuvadi checkpost,
“Those who were in the the ve-
hicle could submit documents
only for 45 boxes of jewellery. Af:
ter Hosur sub collector and as-
sistant returning officer RA
Priyanga informed the matter to
the returning officer and
Krishnagiri collector KM
Sarayu and the commercial tax
department, all the 69 boxes of
jewellery were seized and sent to
the treasury office,” they said.

In another development, a fly-
ing squad team seized jewellery
worth 5.88 crore from a goods
vehicle at Kaveripattinam on
Saturday for lack of proper doc-

Jewellery seized by the Static Surveillance Team in Krishnagiri | exesess

uments. The team intercepted
the vehicle near Kaveripattinam
Block Development Office and

the officials found 14 boxes of ,

gold jewellery worth ¥5.88 crore
were being transported in the
vehicle, owned by a logistics
company, from Hosur to Kaveri-
pattinam, Tirupattur, Dhar-
mapuri and other places.

In Coimbatore as well, the
gold and diamond jewellery
worth ¥3.54 crore were seized by
the FST on Trichy Road near

Singanallur. The jewellery were
seized from a vehicle belonging
toa private logistic firm thatex-
ports the valuables to other
states through airlines. The of-
ficials who brought the jewel-
lery to the Coimbatore South
Taluk office ascertained the ex-
act values of the valuables and
then surrendered them at the
district treasury. Sources said
the firm could get back their
valuables after submitting prop-
er documents.
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 Drive to highlight
importance of voting

CHENNAI: District election officer and Greater Chennai
Corporation Commissioner J Radhakrishnan announced
during an election awareness campaign at Panagal Park
on Saturday that up to 11 Assembly constituencies in the
Chennai district with less than 60% voter turnout during
the elections will be emphasised on the importance of
vote and right to vote.

Speaking to reporters, the commissioner said, “In 2019 Lok Sab-
ha election 64.10 percent votes polled in north Chennai constit-
uency, of which RK Nagar assembly cons ituency registered 67
percent voting, central and south constituencies with 58,72 per-
cent and 58 percent respectively, ,

Also, 11 Assembly constituencies including Villivakkam,
Harbour, T Nagar, Velachery, Saidapet, Chepauk and Virugam-
bakkam have less than 60 percent of voter turnout,” i

To ensure 100 percent voting on April 19 an awareness cam-
paign has been conducted for the public across the city, The
campaign focused among the eligible voters in high-rise build-
ings, slums and new voters at college campuses, “The aware-
ness campaign on Systematic Voters Education and Electoral
Participation activity took place in market areas, orphanages,
old age homes and college campuses in each constituency,

GCC COmissipner J Radhakrishnan at anelection
awareness campaign in Panagal Park on Saturday -
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importance of voting

CHENNAI: District election officer and Greater Chennai
Corporation Commissioner J Radhakrishnan announced
during an election awareness campaign at Panagal Park
on Saturday that up to 11 Assembly constituencies in the
Chennai district with less than 60% voter turnout during
the elections will be emphasised on the importance of
vote and right to vote.

Speaking to reporters, the commissioner said, “In 2019 Lok Sab-
ha election 64.10 percent votes polled in north Chennai constit-
uency, of which RK Nagar assembly constituency registered 67
percent voting, central and south constituencies with 58.72 per-
cent and 58 percent respectively, A

Also, 11 Assembly constituencies including Villivakkam,
Harbour, T Nagar, Velachery, Saidapet, Chepauk and Virugam-
bakkam have less than 60 percent of voter turnout,”

To ensure 100 percent voting on April 19 an awareness cam-
paign has been conducted for the public across the city. The
campaign focused among the eligible voters in high-rise build-
ings, slums and new voters at college campuses. “The aware-
ness campaign on Systematic Voters Education and Electoral
Participation activity took place in market areas, orphanages,
old age homes and college campuses in each constituency,

%
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GCC CO'mlsstner J Radhalshnan atan electioﬁ
awareness campaign in Panagal Park on Saturday -
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|-T dept sleuths raid lodge ifTheni
used by AMMK functionaries

-As campaign heat goes up ahead of the Lok sabha polls,

Y

flying squads deputed by the District Election Officer to monitor the

~ Model Code of Conduct and seize unaccounted cash have intensified

_ their tasks. Sleuths attached to the Income Tax Department conduct-
‘ed a surprise.check ina private lodge located at vadakarai near
periyakulam in Theni district, on Friday night. Acting on a tip off, the
sleuths conducted a thorough check in the lodge, where over fifteen
functionaries of Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK) were

' sajd to have stayed. Earlier, the Flying squad personnel were informed

" that large amounts of money was kept in the lodge in violation. Based

*on information, T Muthu Madhavan, Revenue Divisional Officer,

 Periyakulam, along with the Income Tax Department personnel and

' the flying squad members inspected the lodge. After conductinga
search in various rooms of the lodge for almost four hours, they found

~ no unaccounted cash or documents, sources said. 2

—  —————
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