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EC, ChatGPT:maker held talks
in February on misuse of Al

Nihal Krishan

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Representatives from Ope-
nAl, the artificial intelli-
gence firm that developed
ChatGPT, met officials
from the Election Commis-
sion in February to ensure
that its platform was not
misused during the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, and to find ways to
collaborate with the EC.
The EC confirmed the
meeting in a Right to Infor-
mation response to The
Hindu. Rishi Jaitly, an Ope-
nAl adviser and former In-
dia head at Twitter (now
%), had reached out to the
EC to request the meeting.

His emailed request
sheds some light on what
the executives may have

discussed at the meeting. -

«It goes without saying that
we [OpenAl] want to en-
sure our platforms are not
misused in the coming gen-
eral elections and, in this

OpenAl’s Jason
Kwon, James

Hairston, Becky
Waite attended the

February meeting

meeting, would like to dis-
cuss any concerns ECI may
have as well as explore op-
portunities for collabora-
tion to ensure more voters
are able to exercise their
franchise,” Mr. Jaitly wrote.

India and AI story
Mr. Jaitly added that as
OpenAl’s senior adviser, he
was focused “on ensuring
the company’s artificial in-
telligence mission advanc-
es the India story, and that
India becomes a global
leader in the Al story”.
OpenAl’s chief strategy
officer Jason Kwon, its glo-

bal public policy head:

James Hairston, and its glo-
bal elections head Becky
Waite attended the meet-
ing from the company’s

side. The EC declined to
disclose which officials re-
presented them in the
meeting. Anuj Chandak, an
EC joint director to whom
Mr. Jaitly had addressed
the meeting request, de-
clined to discuss the meet-
ing when contacted. The
EC’s spokesperson did not
respond to queries from
The Hindu. :

On the day that the EC
meeting was held, OpenAl
executives also held a
roundtable discussion with
civil society representa-
tives in India on the up-
coming elections.

During and after the
meeting in Delhi, as The
Hindu  reported last
month, former top IT Mi-
nistry officials and tech
scholars who attended the
meeting said the EC could
be doing much more in
coordination with major
tech platforms to combat
misinformation and disin-
formation during a time of
heightened sensitivities.



‘Use ¢ VIGIL,
E-SMS apps
to prevent
poll code
violations’

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo on Fri-
day, after reviewing the
preparedness of the
Coimbatore district ad-
ministration for the en-
suing Lok Sabha poll,
exhorted the public to
use the apps introduced
by the Election Commis-
sion of India, namely ¢
VIGIL and E-SMS to con-
tain poll code violations.

The Chief Electoral
Officer, talking to media-
persons, lauded the dis-
trict administration for
the arrangements for
the smooth and peace-
ful conduct of the Lok
Sabha poll.

To a query on the ex-
penditure limit for the
election, Mr. Sahoo said
that the ceiling conti-
nued to remain at 370
lakh. '

Cash transactions -

The CEO said that the
banks have been in-
structed to keep track of
“suspicious  withdra-
wals” and cash disbur-
sement through digital
pay wallets, and other
kinds of transactions.
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Safety guide for

journalists covering

LS polls launched

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Committee to Protect
Journalists (CP]), along
with The Hindu, launched
a “Safety Guide for Journal-
ists covering Indian elec-
tions 2024” at an online
event on Friday.

The guide has specific
advice, including editor’s
safety checklist while de-
ploying staff on a hostile
story, and detailed infor-
mation on digital safety. It
features ways to tackle on-
line campaigns, which par-
ticularly target women
journalists in an orches-
trated way, manage stress
in the newsroom, and ad-
dress security challenges
faced by Indian journalists.

Kunal Majumder, the
CPJ’s Indian representa-
tive, said the guide, which
contains details on how to
prepare for elections and
ensure physical, digital,
and psychological safety, is
available in four regional
languages and in English
on htips:/fcpj.org.

Journalism has become
increasingly  hazardous
both in physical and online
realms, N. Ram, Director,
The Hindu Group Publish-
ing Private Limited, said at
the event. He said India
was clearly more danger-
ous for journalists, particu-

larly in the run-up to the
elections, going by global
surveys on the state of me-
dia freedom in India.

Tackling challenges
Elaborating on the CPJ’s
documentation of work-re-
lated killings of journalists
since 1992, Mr. Ram said
the death toll had surged
since 2014, and reporters
from remote locations as
well as experienced jour-
nalists of influential media
organisations were target-
ed. “We need to recognise
and confront such chal-
lenges and work towards
safeguarding the integrity
and freedom of journal-
ists,” he said.

The necessity for work-
shops to train journalists
on pressing concerns relat-
ed to digital safety was dis-
cussed at a panel discus-
sion. Ishani Dutta Ray,
Editor, Anandabazar Patri-
ka; Ashish Pandey, Editor,
Navbharat Times; Dhanya
Rajendran, Editor-in-Chief,
The News Minute; and Co-
lin Pereir4, chief strategist
on journalist safety, CPJ,
deliberated over the need
for institutional support,
strong legal teams, and
emotional support for jour-
nalists  facing  safety
threats. Pragya Tiwari, co-
founder of Oijo, moderat-
ed the session.



SC will

New Delki, Mar.-8: A five-
judge constitution bench of
the Supreme Court will
hear on March 11 an appli-
cation filed by the State
Bank of India (SBD) seeking
extension of timhe till June
30 to disclose details of each
electoral bond encashed by

. Political parties. : 2
The bench, headed by
‘Chief ' Justice D ¥

Chandrachud, will also
hear a separate plea which
has sought EEwﬁg of con-
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“Datol: 0. 02 D024

lear on elec

ctoral bonds Monday ™

-8 0n March 4, the SBI had moved the apex court seeking extension of time till E:.m.

30 to disclose the details of electoral bonds encashed by political parties.

tempt action against ‘the
'SBI alleging it “wilfully and
deliberately” disobeyed the
apex court's direction to
submit details of the contri.
butions made to political
parties through electoral
‘bonds to the Election
Commission by March 6.

In alandmark verdict
delivered on Feb. 15, a five-
judge constitution- bench

had scrapped the Centre's
electoral- bonds scheme of
anonymous . political fund-
ing, calling it “unconstity-

tional” and ordering disclo- -

sure by - the Election
Commission of the donors,

the amount - donated by
them and the recipients by

March 13, :
_Ordering closure of the
scheme forthwith, the top

court had directed the SBI,
the -authorised financial
institution under the
scheme, to submit by March
6 the details of the électoral
bonds purchased TCE
April 12, 2019 till date to the
Election .

cial website by March 13.

On March 4, the SBI had

since -

Commission’
which was asked to publish
the information on its offi- i

moved the apex court seek-
Ing extension ‘of time till
June 30 to disclose the
details of electoral bonds
encashed by political par-
ties.” sy : :
‘In its application, the SBI
has contended . that
retrieval of information

from ‘“each silo” and the
" procedure of matching the
- Information of one silo to
~ that of the 'other would be a

time-consuming exercise.
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Should EC’s plan of remote voting for migrants succeed, it will rewrite political equations.
It will also force parties to better appreciate the importance of skilling workers

Pipankar Gupta

55 B main, migrants whose addresses in
electoral rolls do not match their current place of
residence and are, consequently, unable to vote.

Shaldng up the system | If Election Commission
succeeds in its plans to place remote electronic
machines to capture these ‘missing voters’, that
could add a substantial number - up to 30% - to
the current turnout. Politicians would then have
a job on their hands. Not only will more votes be
cast, but different concerns too would emerge,
forcing parties torecalibrate their manifestos,

The profile of these new voters would prompt
changes in long-term election strategies as there
will beasudden addition of those whoseruralaxe
has long stopped grinding. They are now urban
earners, mostly single, mostly male and mostly
young, as about 71% of people above 60 live in
villages. Together, thesefeatureswﬂ]su.relyleave
adeep imprinton future politics.-

Slipping through voting net |If one were todrawon
first-hand field data, a majority of migrants, in
Delhi and Bengaluru, for example, are unmarried
males between 16 and 30 years of age. That this
should be 5o is because men migrate for work out
of their home state, even home district, more
often than wornen do. That they are still single is
because their economic futures are uncertain,

These ‘missing voters' are generally men
because when women migrate it is largely
because of marriage. Their marital home gives
them a stable address and a firm entry on electoral
rolls: a fate that escapes many footloose male
migrants. However, if the woman marries a person
with an uncertain job, then the man’s status asa
‘missing voter’ would affect her too.

‘Mlssing voters', such as they are, nearly always live
in slums, up and ready to leave wherever a job takes
them. Astheyareforeveronthe cloek, it isnot unlikely
that, between elections, they move again to a new job,
Then there are seasonal workers, like those in brick
kilns, who could be far from their village home just
when elections are on and miss theirchance to vote,

Elections are coming but what about
the 30 crore registered voters who cannot
exercise their franchise because they
have been in the wrong place for a long
time? These'missing voters'are,inthe

Misskng stills too | It isn'tas if all sturn dwellers fail to
Vvote. About 70% are not wanderers but own the
dwellingsin which theylive. They would, nearlyalways,
have their wives with them and, depending on the
slum'’s generational depth, their children too. Rarely
would they be among the ‘missing voters’.

For workers to have a fixed address, they need job
security and to have that they must be trained. Informal
labour has quickfire advantages for corporate houses
but keeps the underclass from securing voting

privileges and meaningful skills, Industry publicly
complains about the lack of qualified workers, but
contributes a miniscule amount to National Skill
Development Corporation. .

Reworldig pofitical caleulations | Party manifestos will
now have to take a clearer stand on how to simultaneously
advance organised labour and skill enhancement,
which are joined-at-the-hip, At the same time, it is not
Just urban wotkers that will draw attention. Women

farmers are rising in number, as the men have left the
fieldsfor cityjobs. Thismightevenaddtothelistof rural
demands.

A Niti Aayog publication argues 62% of working
women are in agriculture today as against only 40% of
working men. It would now need more than cooking gas
and toilets toattract women voters, As the well for rural
needs is far from drying, women might now escalate
their demands and ask for genderriendly access for
marketing agricultural produce,

Wormen focus | Women are also becoming
more active in small-scale enterprise as
Periodic Labour Force Survey reveals,
Studies have shown that when wives and
mothers start working, their interest in
political matters grows alongside. Already,
In 2019 elections, women outnumbered
men voters in percentage terms, but if the
‘missing voters' are brought back for
election, the number of men at the polls
would goup.

We must not forget that when the
migrant fails to wina proper urban job, it
is not for want of trying. Majority of
urban migrants are matriculates and
graduates, and certainly more than just
literate, So, if EC hopes to bring in the
‘missing voter’ it is not really opening a
wormhole but broadening the scope of
democraticmachinery.

Adjusting political pitches | Once ‘missing
voters’ get their spot in the sum, it is not
unlikely that political manifestos will tilt
moredecisively towards issues thatdirectly
concern male migrants, This will also have
repercussions for female workers filling in
for the men who have left the village. No
matter which way one looks, parties will
" havetothinkanew,

To appeal to the ‘missing voter’, attention to skills
and job permanence will have to be more resolute than
before. Citieslike Thane, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Pune and
Suratwou]d.nbviously,deservespec!almtn[stmﬂonsaa
these urban centres alone draw more than 25% of job
seeking migrants. Hence It is quite natural that many
‘missing voters’ will be found there, .

It is time to correct the past. For years, the ‘missing
votar’wasforgotten,butnotgone.

Thewriter isasociologist

EC will monitor UPI payments
during polls: Satyabrata Sahoo

Times News NETWORK

Coimbatore: State chief elec-
toral officer Satyabrata Sahoo
convened an election prepa-
rednessmeeting with pohce: of-
ficers and assistant returning
officers at the Coimbatore col-
lectorate on Friday morning.
He said the Election Com-
mission of India (ECD wl]l
monitor the hefty transactions
of UPIpaymentsoncethe 1mo d-
el code of conduct comes into
foree for the upcoming Lo Sab-
haelections.
Addressing reporters, Sa-
hoo said all banks will closely

monitor suspicious transac-

polling percentage,” hesaid.

tions through UPI and will re-
port to the Election Comrms—
sion of India and the income
tax department.

“T have reviewed the elec_—
tion preparedness taken bytl}e
Coimbatore district adminis-
tration. Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs), VVPATs and
EPIC cards and electoral roll
details were reviewed in the
meeting. The urban areas re-
ported a low polh'ng percent-
age,and weareplanningtocre-
ate awareness among the p}lb-
licthrough thedistrict election
officers (DEQOs) to increase the

He said the details of poll-
ing booths where a low per-
centage of votes were regis-
tered were collected and neces-
sary steps would be taken to in-
crease the polling percentage
in those booths in the parlia-

entary elections.
& ‘"I?hmey ECI has a.lre'ady
launched a mobile application-
cVIGIL to report the money
distribution and token distri-
butiontothevoters. Those ‘."'ho
want to report the violat;ons
can upload photos or v1c.1eo
clips in the mobile applica-
tion,” Sahoosaid.
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