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Arun Goel quits as
EC ahead of polls

The current vacancies in the EC would have to be
filled 1'{1 accordance with the pew Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election Commissjon-
€rs (Appointment, Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023, which was brought in
by the government in December last year,

The Act provisions that a selection committee
headed by the Prime Minister, which comprises
the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha and
a PM-nominated Union Minister, will select the

join the Philippines-base

members of the commission.

The last Election Commissioner to resign in the
recent past was Ashok Lavasa who quitin 2020 to

Bank (ADB).

d Asian Development

Arun Goel quits as EC ahead of polls

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

NEW DELHI

Days ahead of the announ-
cement of the schedule for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, Election Commis-
sioner Arun Goel resigned
on Saturday. His tenure
was till 2027.

According to a notifica-
tion by the Law Ministry,
his resignation has been
accepted by President

Droupadi Murmu with ef-
. fect from March 9.
. With the resignation,
the Election Commission
has been reduced to just
one member — Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar. Election Commis-
sioner Anup Chandra Pan-
dey retired in February.
Mr. Goel, a 1985-batch
IAS officer of the Punjab
cadre, joined the EC on No-
vember 21, 2022,

His resignation comes
two days before a crucial

hearing of the Supreme .

Court on the electoral
bonds issue. :
Earlier, the Association

for Democratic Reforms’

(ADR), an NGO, had filed a
public interest litigation
petition in the Supreme
Court challenging Mr.
Goel's appointment claim-
ing that due procedure had
not been followed. The top

court had refused to inter-
fere with the appointment

- stating that a Constitution

Bench had already exa-
mined the process and re-

 frained from passing any

adverse orders.

On Saturday, ADR chair-
man Trilochan Shastry told
The Hindu: “We are happy
that he has resigned.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14
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‘Don’t declare LS election
schedule till SBI disclosure’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI'

Days after the State Bank of
India (SBI) sought an ex-
tension from the Supreme
Court to submit data on
electoral bonds, a group of
former civil servants on Sa-
turday asked the Election
Commission (EC) not to an-
nounce the schedule for
Lok Sabha polls till the
bank shares the informa-
tion as mandated by the
top court.

The former bureau-
crats, under the banner of
the Constitutional Conduct
Group (CCG), said that SBI
should give the electoral
bonds data much before
the announcement of the
general election. _

The Supreme Court had
on February 15 scrapped
the - “electoral  bonds
scheme. It had also direct-
ed SBI to furnish data re-
garding the electoral
bonds to the Election Com-

Former civil servants
write to EC saying
that announcement
be made only after
data is furnished

mission by March 6. The
public sector bank had on
March 4 moved the Su-
preme Court seeking an ex-
tension of time till June 30
to disclose the details of
the bonds.

The CCG, which said
that it had no affiliation
with any political party but
believes in impartiality,
neutrality and commit-
ment to the Constitution,
noted with dismay that it
took the SBI 17 days to in-
form the Supreme Court
on March 4 that they are
not in a position to collate
the data by March 6.

“For India’s Jargest bank

- with 48 crore accounts and

boasting high levels of digi-
tisation, a pathetic excuse

. Confederation,

has been proffered that re-
cords were kept manually
and hence the extension
sought,” it said in a letter to
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar and
Election Commissioner
Arun Goel.

‘Shielding the govt.’

The CCG quoted a letter by
Thomas Franco, former
general secretary of the All
India Banking Officers’
which
pointed out that SBI had
asked the government in

- June 2018 for a sum of

more than 60 lakh for de-
velopment of IT systems
for the electoral bonds
scheme.

The SBI denying this in-
formation and indicating
that it would not be availa-
ble before the general elec-
tion seems to indicate that
the bank is shielding the
government in power from
any criticism, the letter
said.
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‘SBI plea seeking time to
furnish details of electoral
bonds is condemnable

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Senior Congress leader
and former Union Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram
on Saturday strongly con-
demned State Bank of In-
dia’s plea, seeking time till

-June 30 to comply with a

Supreme Court direction,
to make public the details
of electoral bonds pur-
chased since April 2019.
These details, Mr. Chi-
dambaram said, could be

| compiled in a day. The

Central government does
not want the details to
come out before the elec-
tions, he alleged, adding:
«It is condémnable that the
Jargest bank, SB, is acting
in favour of the govern-
ment. The case is coming
up before the Supreme
Court on March 11. I hope
the apex court will deliver

a good verdict,” he told re-

porters at the Tamil Nadu
Congress Cominittee’s
Headquarters in Chennai,
Sathyamurthy Bhavan. .

To a question on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
frequent visits to Tamil Na-
Mr.. Chidambaram
asked why the Prime Mi-
nister was not talking
about issues such as unem-
ployment, price rise and
the delay in the AIIMS,
Madurai project.

“fFrom February 22 to
March 7, Mr. Modi has an-

& } : ':;f.i.

p. chidambaram, former Union Finance Minister, addressing a press

& L 7

conference in Chennal on Saturday. SR. RAGHUNATHAN

nounced projects worth
759 lakh crore, out of
which %17,300 crore is for
Tamil Nadu. He will an-
nounce many more [pro-
jects] before the election
dates are announced. ButI
don’t see any allocations
made in the Union Budget

for these projects,” he said.

‘Mr. Chidambaram also
said that the BJP has not

fulfilled many of its poll

promises, including the
creation of 2 crore jobs ev-
ery year. :

The Prime Minister has

announced a reduction in

domestic LPG prices by

100 a cylinder, Mr. Chi-
dambaram said, but point-
ed out that Mr. Modi
should have announced
that the prices would not
be increased, if he comes
back to power.

The Congress leader al-
so said that youth unem-
ployment was a huge issue

and to tackle it, Rahul-

Gandhi has announced five

guarantees during his Bha-
rat Jodo Nyay Yatra, which
would be part of the Con-
gress’s manifesto. These in-
clude recruitment to 30
Jakh vacant government
posts, apprenticeships for
youth after the completion
of their education, a law to
curb government recruit-
ment exam paper leaks,
provision of social security
to gig workers by imple-
menting legislation nation-
ally and a %5,000-crore
.fund for supporting start-
ups, Mr. Chidambaram
said.

Mr. Chidambaram said
the current GST system
was flawed and had affect-
ed both big and small busi-
nesses and traders, and the
Congress if voted to powetr,
would bring in ‘GST 2.0".
He said that not only Fi-
nance Ministers of non-BJP
ruled States, but Finance
Ministers of all States felt
the Centre was depriving
them of funds.
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Congress, Trinamool
express ‘deep concern’
after Goel resigns as EC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
expressed “deep concern”
over Election Commission-
er Arun Goel’s resignation
and said if the “systematic
decimation” of indepen-
dent institutions is not
stopped then democracy
shall be wusurped by
dictatorship.

Mr. Goel resigned on Sa-
turday, days before the ex-
pected announcement of
the schedule for the 2024
.Lok Sabha elections. His
tenure was till December 5,
2027, and he would have
become Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) after
incumbent Rajiv Kumar re-
tired in February next year.

In a post on X, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said, “Election
Commission or Election
OMISSION? India now has
only one Election Commis-

sioner, even as Lok Sabha
elections are to be an-
nounced in few days.
Why?” The EC will now be
among the last Constitu-
tional institutions to fall,
Mr. Kharge said.

‘Concerning’ situation
Meanwhile,  Trinamool
Congress MP Saket Gok-
hale said it was concerning
that two appointments in
the three-member EC pa-
nel are to be made ahead
of the general elections.
“Modi Govt has intro-
duced a new law where
Election Commissioners
will now be appointed with
a majority vote of PM Modi
& one Minister chosen by
him,” he said, referring to
The Chief Election Com-
missioner And Other Elec-
tion Commissioners (Ap-
pointment, Conditions of
Service And Term of Of-
fice) Act.
(With inputs from PTI)
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ELECTION COMMISSIONER

GOEL QUITS AH

New Delhi, Mar.

Election Commissioner
Arun Goel resigned on
Saturday, days.before the

expected annouricement

of the schedule . for
- the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. :

His. tenure was till
December 5, 2027, and he
wouild have become chief

EAD OF POLL

election ©~ commissioner

(CEC) . after incumbent
" Rajiv Kumar retired in

February next year. - :
Goel, a retired bureau-

crat, was a'1985-batch IAS .

officer of the Punjab
cadre. He had joined the
Election Commission . in
November 2022. .

ELECTION

. COMMISSIONER

 GOELOUITS
AHEAD.OF POLL-

FROM P1

Days before the Election
Commission of India-
(ECI) is to announce Lok
Sabha polls, Election
- Commissioner ~Arun’
Goel tendered his resig-
nation. A gazette notifi-
cation said the President.
- has accepted his resig-
nation with immediate
_effect. It.was not imme-
diately known why he
stepped down. There are
two posts. of EC vacant
now. Tk
Mr Goel’s appointment
was marred by -contro-
versy after the Supreme
Court rapped the govern-
ment for it’s hurry to
appoint the 1985 batch -
Punjab cadre officer as
‘an EC days after his vol-.
. untary retirement. The
SC had thereafter set
new rules: for the
- appointment of ECs,
“which the governemt cir-
cumvented through a
" new law. -
Mr Goel had joined ECI'
in November 2022 follow-
ing a vacancy arising
d u ie:
to retirement of Mr
Sushil Chandra, then
CEC. - ; ’
The ECI is now left
with only CEC Mr Rajiv’
- Kumar in office. TMC
Rajya Sabha MP Saket-
Gokhale wrote on X, “In -
a sudden move, Election
Commissioner - Arun
Goel © has abrupily’
resigned. The post of the |
other EC is vacant. That -
. leaves the . Election
Commission now with
just 1 Chief Election -
Commissioner. = Modi .
Govt has introduced a -
new law where ECs will
now be appointed with a
" majority vote of PM & 1
- minister chosen by him.
Ergo, before -2024 Lok
Sabha *  polls,
* Modi will now appoint 2
out of the 3 Election
Commissi-oners after
today’s resignation.
This is VERY VERY con-
cerning.” y
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ECI conducts awareness rally

Chennai: As part of increasing awareness on voting, the
Election Commission of Indiaon Saturday conducted arally
in coordination with several organisations “to ensure 100%
voting” inthe upcoming Lok Sabhaelections. .

The rally was flagged off by Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion commissioner J. Radha Krishnan in Elliots beach in Be-
sant Nagar, In the rally, more than 500 students from the
Youth Red Cross from various colleges participated. The vot-
ers’ pledge was administered in the event to emphasise the
importanceof voting. Tnn
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Panel Now Has
Only CEC Kumar

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Days before Elec-
tion Commission of India is
due toannounce general elec-
tions to Lok Sabha, election
commissioner Arun Goelhas
resigned, reducing the poll
panel to a single-member
body.

The resignation — that
Jeft many eyebrows raised as
no official reason was given
— hasbeen accepted by Presi-

> Arum Goel was Union
heavy Industries secretary |
when he took VRS en
Nov 18, 2022, A day later,
he was appointed EC and
took charge on Nov 21

> Was to become next CEC
after Rajiv Kumar's tenure
ended in Feb 2025, His term
would have been till 2027

» Appt was challenged in
s, which asked govt why
there was a ‘tearing hurry’ to
appoint Goel, noting that the

file recommending his
appt was moved quickly
It, however, dismissed
the petition In Aug 2023
A > In March 2023, SC

“* ruled that CEC and
ECs would be chosen by a
committee comprising PM,
leader of oppn and CJl, till Par
passed a law on appts
> Parl subsequently cleaved
a hill for appt of CEC & ECs,
replacing CJl with cabinet
minister in selection panel

copy of the resignation was
_not shared with chief elec-
tion commissioner Rajiv Ku-

dent Droupadi Murmu. A mar, TOL haslearned.

Thereare indicationsthat
govt may move soon to fill the
vacancies of the two election
commissioners. Anoop

Chandra Pandey, another
election commissioner, had

_ retired in Feb afterturning6s.

Goel's decision to quit
came as a surprise to sources
in the commission as he had
looked set to travel to J&K on
March12tohold afinalreview
of poll preparations in the
states/UTs.

Incidentally, Article 324 of
Constitution allows EC to
have a single member. “The
Election Commission shall
consist of the Chief Election
Commissioner and such
number of other Flection
Commissioners, if any, asthe
President may from time to
timefix,” states the Article.

pShort-lived tenures, P13

-Goel’s record as bureaucrat
does show up history of

PFromP1

% “rowever, the panel has never
i~ been a single member body
i k. since1993.

Goel took over as election com-
missioner on Nov 21, 2022. His ap-
pointment was mired in controversy

as it came barely 24 hours after he:

took voluntary retirement from the
govt, It was challenged in Supreme
Court, first as part of a plea seeking
an independent mechanism for ap-
pointment of CEC and election com-
missioners, and then by way of a sep-

arate petition filed by senior lawyer

Prashant Bhushan.

The constitutional bench hearing
thefirstpetition had called for thefile
relating to Goel’s appointment in EC
but refrained from commenting on

'the merits of his appointment. Inthe

second case, SC cited the stand taken
by the constitutional bench and dis-
missed the petition. The reasons why
Goel — who would have succeeded
Rajiv Kumar as chief election com:-
missioner by the seniority principle,
" and headed the poll panel until Dec
2027— could not be ascertained.
Goel’srecord asabureaucrat does
show up a history of short-lived ten-
ures, first as DDA vice-chairmanand
subsequently as secretary, culture.
The latter was considered an impor-
tant assignment given that it coinci-
ded with the culture ministry‘s prep-

short-lived tenures

File photo
=

e eval

- SHOCIKING: The reasons why Goel = who

~ would have succeeded Rajiv Kumar as
chief election commissioner by the senior-
ity principle, and headed the poll panel
‘until Dec 2027 — could not be ascertained

arations for Amrit Mahotsav. Goel’s
assignment at the time of voluntary
retirement wasassecretary, heavy in-
dustries, which too is not considered
avery significant posting.

For the govt, Goel’s exit puts a
question mark on its choices for
EC as this is the second election
commissioner in less than. four
yearstoquitprior totakingoveras
CEC. In 2020, then election commniis-
sioner Ashok Lavasa— whosefamily
members were under the income-tax
department’s scanner — had re-
signed citing his appointment as a
vice-president of the Asian Develop- |
ment Bank (ADB). This incidentally |
came in the wake of his having dis-
sented to EC’s decisions giving clean |
chits to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in cases of alleged model code
violations. ;
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Shocker hefore
polls: Goel
resigns as EC

NEW DELHE: Election Commis-
sioner Arun Goel resigned on
Saturday, days before the
expected announcement of
the schedule for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

His tenure was till December &,
20217, and he would have become
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) after incumbent Rajiv
Kumar retired in February next
year. According to alaw
ministry notification, Goel's
resignation has been accepted by
President Droupadi Murmu with
effect from Saturday. It was not
immediately known why he
stepped
down.

Goel, a
retired
bureaucrat,
wasa
1985-hatch
TAS officer of
the Punjab
cadre. He had joined the
Election Commission in
November 2022. Following the
retirement of Anup Chandra
Pandey in February and Goel’s
resignation, the three-member
EC has now only one member:
CEC Rajiv Kumar.

According to the new law on
the appointment of CEC and
ECs, a search committee headed
by the law minister and
comprising two union secretar-
ies will shortlist five names.

Then a selection panel - head-
ed by the PM and comprising a
Union Cabinet Minister to be
nominated by the PM and the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha or the leader of the
single-largest opposition party
in the House picks one name.

Ashok Lavasa had resigned as
Election Commissioner in
August 2020. He had given
dissent notes on various model
code violation decisions earlier.
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Toothless tiger: Experts on N OTAs failure in

HEW DELH: More than 10 years after
a Supreme Court judgement paved
way for introduction of the NOTA
‘button on EVM for polls, the
number of voters choosing it still
remains low, with the experts
dubbing it as a toothless tiger with
. no implications on the results.

NOTA (None of the Above) was -
introduced in India through the
Supreme Court’s judgement in

September 2013, The need tointroduce

NOTA was felt to discourage the
parties from fielding tainted candi-

dates. The Supreme Court directed the

Election Commission to malke
necessary provision in the ballot
papers/EVMs so that the voters can
decide not to vote for any of the
candidates in the fray.

Introduced in 2013, the NOTA option
on electronic voting machines has its

own symbol - a ballot paper with a
black cross across it. After the
Supreme Court order in September
2013, the Election Commission added

the NOTA button on the EVMs as the

Hmmﬁowmoﬂoaﬁmqogmumb&.osm
ballot unit has 16 buttons. ;
- Before the apex court order, those

not inclined to vote for mum candidate

- and the assembly

had the option of filling what is
popularly called form 48-0. But filling
out the form at the polling station .
under Rule 49-C of the Conduct of
Elections Rules, 1961, compromised the
secrecy of the voter.

However, even as NOTA has
secured over 1.29 crore votes in the
state assembly elections and mam Lok
Sabha elections
combined in the
last five years, the
number of
candidates with
criminal records
has increased in
both the general

elections.
Accordingtea
report by Association for UmEonH.mnn
Reforms (ADR), the share of MPs with
declared criminal cases against them

- hasbeen Ennmpmubm in the last decade.

Of the 543 winners analysed by the
ADR in the 2009 Lok Sabha elections,

162 (30 per cent) had declared criminal -

cases against them, with 76 (14 per
cent) had serious criminal cases
against them.

In 2019, the share of MPs with
criminal and serious criminal cases
increased to 43 per
cent and 29 per cent.
“NOTA has made no
difference as far as
EEE& is
concerned, in fact the
number of candidates
with criminal cases
has increased,” said
Anil Verma, Head of

ADR. .ﬂ..m concept of NOTA was that
some pressure would be on the parties

‘not to field tainted candidates. It has

. share-0.46 percent in both the Delhi - .

Major General (Retd) -

N.Rﬁ@ﬁmmm poll results’

not happened,” he said. Overall in
different state and general elections,
votes polled on NOTA have been
between 0.5 per cent to 1.5per cent,
according to data compiled by the
ADR. Itsecured around 1.06 percent -~
votes in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,and
among states, highest was when it got.
1.98 percent of the total votes in the

2018 Chhattisgarh Assembly polls. The -
lowest number of votesNOTA inthe
Lok Sabha was 100 votes in Lakshad-
weep, and among the state polls, it
secured the lowest percentage of vote

State Assembly Elections, 2020, and the

. Mizoram State Assembly Elections,

2018. “Unfortunately, it tirned outto -
be a toothless tiger. It merely provided ©
a platform to express dissent or one’s

- anger for political parties to take note

and nothing more,” Maj Gen Verma
(Retd) said.
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‘Differences’ with CEC may
have led to Goel quitting

The differences with Rajiv Kumar are said to have arisen during a visit to West Bengal earlier this

month to oversee election preparations; Opposition raises question over resignation of poll official

Mahesh Langa
AHMEDABAD

he sudden resigna-
T tion of Election
Commissioner (EC)

Arun Goel, barely a week
before the announcement
of the Lok Sabha election,
came as a surprise to ma-
ny, but insiders in the poll
body have said that appa-
rent differences emerged
between Mr. Goel and
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar
during their visit to West
Bengal to oversee poll
preparations earlier this
month.

According to  well-
placed sources, Mr. Goel
refused to attend the press
conference in Kolkata to
brief the media about the
preparations in the State
after his reported diffe-
rences with Mr. Kumar.

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar (right) with former
Election Commissioner Arun Goel. R. RAVINDRAN

The CEC addressed the
media alone on March 5.

In the press briefing, the
CEC mentioned that Mr.
Goel had returned to Delhi
due to “health concerns”.
However, sources close to
Mr. Goel have dismissed
that and maintained that
“he is in the pink of
health”.

Instead, they said that
“he flew back to Delhi cut-
ting short his visit in West
Bengal owing to some se-
rious differences”.

However, they did not
elaborate what transpired
between the two officials
nor what issues they dif-
fered on that caused Mr.
Goel’s abrupt exit from the

'&»‘4
Govt. likely to

appoint new
ECs by March 15

NEW DELHI

The two vacancies in the
Election Commission, created
by the resignation of Arun Goel
and the retirement of Anup
Chandra Pandey, are likely to
be filled by March 15, sources
said. The high-level Selection
Committee is likely to meet on
March 14. » PAGE 11

poll bedy.
Reacting to Mr. Goel’s
resignation, Opposition

parties on Sunday asked
whether he had stepped
down due to differences
with the CEC or to contest
an election,

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Panel, headed by PM, likely to
appoint new ECs by March 15

With the announcement of 2024 Lok Sabha election expected to be made any day after March 13,

the government is keen to speed up the appointment and fill the vacancies in the next few days

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

he two vacancies in

the Election Com-

mission (EC), creat-
ed by the surprise resigna-
tion of Arun Goel and the
retirement of Anup Chan-
dra Pandey, are likely to be
filled by March 15, sources
indicated on Sunday.

A high-level selection
committee, headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and comprising a Un-
ion Minister and the Lead-
er of the Congress in the
Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, is likely to
meet on March 14.

Earlier, the selection
committee was scheduled
to meet on March 15 to fill
the vacancy of Mr. Pandey,
who retired on February
14. However, after the sud-
den resignation of Mr.
Goel, the EC is left with
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar

ELECTIL COMMIESION QF Ib

as the sole member.

Keen to fill up the vacan-
cies at the earliest, sources
told The Hindu that the Op-
position leader has been
sounded out about a
change of date to advance
the meeting date by a day
or two.

“Election Cominission
or Election OMISSION? In-
dia now has only ONE Elec-
tion Commissioner, even
as Lok Sabha elections are
to be announced in few

Hasty process: Both the Election Commissioners would be
appointed under a new law that was passed in December. PTI

days. Why? As 1 have said
earlier, if we do NOT stop
the systematic decimation
of our independent institu-
tions, our DEMOCRACY
shall be usurped by DICTA-
TORSHIP!” Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
had asked in a‘post on X on
Saturday. :
With the announcement
of Lok Sabha election ex-
pected to be made any day
after March 13, the govern-
ment is keen to speed up

the appointment process
in the next few days.

Shortlisting of names
Before the selection panel
finalises the names of the
commissioners, a search
committee under Law Mi-
nister Arjun Ram Meghwal
will prepare a shortlist of
five names for each post.

The search committee
includes the Union Home
Secretary and the Secre-
tary, Department of Per-
sonnel and  Training
(DoPT).

The Election Commis-
sioners will be appointed
by the President.

Both the Election Com-
missioners would be ap-
pointed under a new law
that was passed by Parlia-
ment during the Winter
Session in December.

Opposition parties had
opposed the Bill on the
ground that the poll panel
could lose its autonomous
character.
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Till Goel quit,
it was usual
business at
9
ECI's HO
“4"t was business as usual at
| NirvachanSadanonMarch
* 1_17,aday before election com-
missioner Arun Goel submit-
ted hisresignation to President
Droupadi Murmu. That day
Goelhad takenpartinan off-ca-
mera interaction between the
EC, led by chief election com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar, and
members of the international
media. Meanwhile, the PM-led
selection panel is likely to meet
on March 14 or 15 to pick candi-
dates to fill up two vacant posts
of ECs.

Expressing shock at Goel’s
resignation, AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge said, “AsI
have said earlier, if we dO'l_‘lOt
stopthesystematicdecimation
of our independent institu-

tions, our democracy_sha]l be
usurped by dictatorship.” P9

Felt Uneasy
During WB Trip
On March 4-5

Bhaiti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It was business as
usual at Election Commis-
sion’s Nirvachan Sadan office
on March 7, a day before elec-
tion commissioner Arun Goel
submitted his resignation to
President Droupadi Murmu.
That day Goel had taken
part in an off-camera interac-
tion between the EC, led by
chief election commissioner
Rajiv Kumar, and members of
the international media. The
meeting was organised by the
ministry of external affairs.
Earliey; on March 4 and 5,
Kumar arid Goel were in West
Bengal as part of EC's custom-
ary pre-poll visits to different
states/Union territories to as-
sess election preparedness.
Sources indicated that Goel

Goel resigne

—= phHed panel likely to meet on March

{‘ iy A R \ !

SURPRISED ALL: Arun Goel

had, early into the visit, com-
plained of uneasiness/discom-
fort. However, heattended each
of the EC’s meetings with dif-
ferent stakeholders, which

went on till almost 8pm on’

Marchd. -

On March 5 morning,
sources aware of the matter
told TOL, a doctor’s .visit was
arranged for Goel at the Oberoi
Grand hotel in Kolkata, where
the EC members were staying,
The course of medicines start-
ed right away, but Goel, still in
discomfort, excused himself
from attending the EC press
conference in Kolkata at noon
onMarchb. Afterthepresscon-

14/15 to pick two election commissioners

New Delhi: The Prime Minister-led selection committee for
appointment of Election Commission members is likely to meeton
March 14 or 15to pick candidates to fill up the two vacant posts of
election commissioners. While one vacancy was caused by theend
of Anup Chandra Pandey's tenure last month, the second was
necessitated due to the unexpected resignation of the other election
commissioner, Arun Goel, on Friday, reports Bharti Jain and
Subodh Ghildiyal.

Sources told TOI that the selection panel's meeting was
originally planned for March 15, However, there are indications that
the panel may meet a day earlier onMarch 14. Leaderof Congressin
the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, who is part ofthe selection

committee along with a cabinet ministerto b

enominated by the PM,

has beensounded outabout the meeting. Full reporton wwwitoi.in

ference, Goel travelled back to
Delhi along with the CEC and
other EC officials on the same

flight. On March 8 morning —

the day he was to attend EC’s
meeting with home secretary
Ajay Bhalla to finalise force lo-
gistics, which is the most im-

portant input for deciding

phasing of elections — Goel
senthisresignationtothe Pres-
ident. A copy of the resigna-

tion letter was not shared with
the CEC, nor was the latter
sounded out. Goel stayed away
from office on March 8, leaving
Kumar to finalise force logis-
tics with the home secretary
and therailway brass.

Goel’s resignation was ac-
cepted by the President on
March 9. Goel could not be re-
ached for his version despite
several attempis.
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Two heads better than one,
said SC on CEC’s solitary wgﬂ

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar is
in sole charge of the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) with
the resignation of Election
Commissioner Arun Goel
ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls’ announcement, and
the Supreme Court has
said that it is ill-advised to
leave an institution with
such vast, exclusive and
uncontrolled powers in the
hands of one person, ho-
wever wise he or she may
be.

“There is no doubt that
two heads are better than
one, and particularly when
an institution like the EC is
entrusted with vital func-
tions, and is armed with
exclusive  uncontrolled
powers to execute them, it
is both necessary and de-
sirable that the powers are
not exercised by one indi-
vidual, however, all-wise
he may be,” a Division
Bench of the SC observed
in a judgment in 1991.

The Supreme Court, in
S.S. Dhanoa vs Union of In-
dia, said one person at the
helm of the powerful poll
body was against the “te-
nets of democratic rule”.

“A single individual may
sometimes prove capable
of withstanding all the
pulls and pressures. Ho-
wever, when vast powers
are exercised by an institu-
tion which is accountable
to none, it is politic to en-
trust its affairs to more
hands than one. It helps to
assure judiciousness and
want of arbitrariness,” the
top court reasoned.

Seshan case verdict

However, four years later, a
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, in the T.N.
Seshan case judgment,

rather muddied the water
with a single quizzical line.

The line in the judgment
read that the EC could eith-
er be a single-member bo-
dy or a multi-member bo-
dy. The discretion was that
of the President.

“The EC can therefore
be a single-member body
or a multi-member body if
the President considers it
necessary to appoint one
or more Election Commis-
sioners;,” the five-judge
Bench had mentioned.

The Constitution Bench

was interpreting clause 2 of
Article 324, which said
“the Election Commission
shall consist of the Chief
Election Commissioner
and such number of other
Election Commissioners, if
any, as the President may
from time-to-time fix...”
But the Bench goes on
to agree with the S.S. Dha-
noa judgment that a multi-
member Election Commis-
sion was perfectly in tune
with the plain language of
Article 324 (superinten-
dence, direction and con-
trol of elections to be vest-
ed in an Election
Commission).
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n a landmark judgment on February 15,
2024, a five-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court of India declared the electoral bond

! scheme unconstitutional. This was a
scheme which opened the floodgates of unlimited
anonymous funding of political parties and
consolidated the role of big money in the Indian
political system.

Directive and response p

To give “logical and complete effect” to its ruling,
the top court put a stop to the issuance of
electoral bonds, and gave the State Bank of India,
or the SBI (the bank that was authorised to issue
and encash the bonds), 21 days to disclose two
sets of information to the Election Commission of
India (ECI) to put up on its website. The first was
details of the electoral bonds purchased since
April 12, 2019, which would “include the date of
purchase of each Electoral Bond, the name of the
purchaser of the bond and the denomination of
the Electoral Bond purchased”. The second was
on details of electoral bonds redeemed by
political parties for the same time frame. The
Court ruled: “SBI must disclose details of each
Electoral Bond encashed by political parties
which shall include the date of encashment and
the denomination of the Electoral Bond”.

Just two days before the expiry of the deadline
laid down by the Court, the SBI filed an affidavit
recording its inability to decode, compare and
disclose the requisite data in the prescribed time
period. The bank claimed that to protect donors’
anonymity, details of purchase of bonds and of
redemption were decoupled and stored in
separate silos, and there was no central database.
Further, it stated that some details such as the
number of bonds were stored digitally, while
others, such as the name of purchaser and KYC
details, were stored physically. In order to

Winds (Eaaluyw)
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Electoral bonds, the State Bank and the art of evasion

Anjali Bhardwaj
is a transparency
activist associated
with the National
Campaign for
Peoples’ Right to
Information (NCPRI)
and the Satark Nagrik
Sangathan (SNS)

Amrita Johri

is a transparency
activist associated
with the National
Campaign for
Peoples’ Right to
Information (NCPRI)
and the Satark Nagrik
Sangathan (SNS)

o

The voter
needs to know
the sources of
financial
contributions to
parties well
before she casts
her vote in the
general election

provide donor information, the date of issue of
each bond would have to be checked and
matched against the date of purchase by a
particular donor. This information would then
have to be matched against the bond redemption
information — which makes up the second silo.
According to the SBI, to re-match them would be
a task requiring a significant amount of effort.
Therefore, it sought an additional four months to
comply with the Court’s directions to submit the
information.

The banl’s affidavit

The absurdity of the SBI's request is best
appreciated by examining the submissions made
by the bank in its affidavit.

The affidavit states that since April 2019, a total
of 22,217 electoral bonds were used to make
donations to various political parties. Donor
details were kept in a sealed cover at the
designated branches of the SBI where the bonds
could be transacted, and all such sealed covers
were deposited in the main branch of the SBI in
Mumbai. Further, at the timie of redemption by
political parties, the original bonds and the pay-in
slips were stored in a sealed cover and also sent
to the Mumbai branch.

Thus, it can be noted that the names of all
purchasers of electoral bonds and the details of
encashment of all bonds, including the name of
the political party redeeming the bond, date and
denomination of bond encashed are readily
available at a single location, albeit in sealed
covers. Further, since the date of issue and
denomination of all electoral bonds are digitally
recorded, this would also be accessible at the
SBI's main branch in Mumbai. Surely, opening the
sealed covers and matching the information -
would not be a herculean task!

The claim of the SBI, the largest public sector

bank in India, which serves 50 crore customers,
that it needs four months to match purchaser anc
redeemer information for 22,217 electoral bonds
is baffling.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the SBI’s
non-compliance with the directions of the
Supreme Court is fuelling public suspicion that
the bank is attempting to evade revealing donor
identities before the generalelection 2024 is held

The centrality of the voter’s right to know
In its judgment, the Court held that the voter’s
right to information includes the right to know
financial contributions to a political party
because of its influence on electoral politics and
on governmental decisions. The Court noted that
contributions made by companies are purely
business transactions made with the intent of
securing benefits in return. That 94% of the
electoral bonds, in value terms, were of the
denomination of Z1 crore is an indication of the
quantum of corporate funding. The Court ruled
that information about sources of political party
funding would enable voters to assess if there is a
correlation between policy making and financial
contributions, and empower people to track quid
pro quo. :

Once again, it is up to the Supreme Court to
call out the SBI's delaying tactics and uphold the
voter's constitutional right to know under Article
19(1)a. It needs to ensure that the timelines
defined in the judgment for disclosing details of
electoral bonds are adhered to, and voters are
armed with this crucial information when they
cast their vote in the general election. The Bench
that was led by the Chief Justice of India had
noted in its judgment that “information about
funding to a political party is essential for a voter
to exercise their freedom to vote in an effective
manner.”
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We need limits on election campaign spending

uring the run up to the

general elections to

Lok Sabha of 2004, the

: Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP)-led government put out
advertisements with the tag line
‘India Shining. The campaign led
to a controversy over the use of
public money. Reports state that
an estimated 150 crore was spent
for this campaign, arguably one of
the biggest government-sponsored
advertisement campaigns until
then. Over the past two decades,

" this trend has caught up with both
Central and State governments
spending a lot on advertisements
before elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies.

Limits on spending
In a democratic country, it is
essential for a government to
-spread awareness about its

schemes and policies. In the first
few decades in independent India,
this was primarily done through
public meetings. In the last three
decades, awareness has been
spread through advertisements on
print and electronic media, which
have a wide reach. However, at
present, government
advertisements published or
broadcast before elections tend to
be campaigns of the ruling party
and establish personality cults.
According to the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry, the Central
government had spent ¥3,020
crore on advertisements between
201819 and 2022-23. It must be
noted that the amount spent was
significantly higher at 1,179 crore
during the election year of 2018-19
as against ¥408 crore in 2022-23.
This expenditure is likely to rise in
2023-24 as the general elections
are due in April-May. The Supreme
Court through its orders in May
2015 and March 2016 laid down
guidelines for the regulation of
government advertisements, Even
then, ruling governments have an
advantage before elections when it
comes to publishing
advertisements that disturb the
level playing field.

A famous quote from Hamlet
goes, ‘more honoured in the

Rangarajan R.

is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity
Simplified’, He trains
civil-service aspirants
at ‘Officers IAS
Academy’. Views are
personal

Unless there are
certain reforms,
the public will
continue to bear
the massive
expenses of
these election
spectacles

breach than in the observance’.
That is meant for customs and
laws that are better off being
ignored than being followed. In
the Indian electoral context,
however, it has become a norm to
breach the limits on election
expenditure. In fact, this breach is
considered as one of the essential
traits for winning an election.

The election expenditure limit
for candidates is ¥95 lakh per Lok
Sabha constituency in larger States
and %75 lakh in smaller States, It is
an open secret that candidates of
all major political parties breach
this limit by a wide margin even
when we do not consider the
illegal distribution of cash and
gifts to voters. In States notorious
for this corrupt electoral practice,
the official limit is not even a
fraction of the actual election
expenditure.

In India, there are no limits on
the expenditure of political parties
during elections. The official
expenditure declared by the BJP
and Congress for the 2019
elections was ¥1,264 crore and
820 crore, respectively. However,
a report by the Centre for Media
Studies (CMS) states that political
parties spent about ¥50,000 crore
during the elections with the BJP
spending about 50% of this
amount and the Congress about
20%. The report suggests that 35%
of this money was spent on
campaigns, while 25% was
distributed amongst voters
illegally. Most of this funding
comes from corporate houses and
businessmen. This creates an
unholy nexus between donors and
elected representatives.

The elections in other large
democracies such as the U.S. and
U.K. have also become costly
affairs. However, it is the opaque
nature of most of the donations
coupled with the distribution of
cash for votes that weakens the
process of free and fair elections
in India. The Supreme Court has
struck down the electoral bonds
scheme that will remove opacity
in legal donations. But this is akin

‘to putting a band-aid on a bullet

wound as the majority of the

funding continues to be in
unaccounted cash.

Towards a level playing field
The Indrajit Gupta Committee
(1998) and the Law Commission
report (1999) advocated state
funding of elections. This means

. that the government will

contribute money to political
parties or candidates for them to
contest elections. The feasibility
and mechanism for implementing
this measure is doubtful in the
present context. It requires
consensus among all the political
parties and discipline in following
the norms of such state funding.

Nevertheless, the issue of the
burgeoning cost of elections can
be sidestepped only at our own
peril. The CMS pegs the likely
expenditure during the 2024
general elections at ¥1 lakh crore.
In this regard, certain practicable
steps for creating a level playing
field and ensuring free and fair
elections can be implemented if
there is political will. These are
based on the report, ‘Proposed
Electoral Reforms’, submitted by
the Election Commission of India
in 2016. First, government
advertisemnents should be banned
six months prior to any general
election. Second, the law must be
amended to state that a party’s
‘financial assistance’ to its
candidate should also be within
the limits of election expenditure
prescribed for a candidate. Third,
there should be a ceiling on
expenditure by parties. This may
be kept at not more than the
expenditure ceiling limit provided
for a candidate multiplied by the
number of candidates of the party
contesting the election. Finally,
additional judges can be
appointed in High Courts for
speedy disposal of election-related
cases that would act as a deterrent
against the violation of norms.
These reforms would require
bipartisan political support to be
effected. However, unless they are
implemented, the massive
expenses of election spectacles
will be borne by us, ‘We the
people’.
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" DC CORRESPONDENT.
NEW DELHI, MAR. 10

Just a day after Arun Goelr

stepped down as election
coinmissioner, Opposition
parties launched multiple

" attacks on the Modi gov-
ernment over his resigna-
tion, hinting at differences
between Mr Goel and the
Union government. :

.+ Asked about Mr Goel's
resignation, Congress pre

- sident Mallikarjun Khar

_ge said one has to wait to
.see what he does in the

‘coming days. “I was think-
ing that after the high .

court judge resigned and
joined’ the BJP the next
day and started abusing
the TMC. It shows that the
BJP has appointed people
. with such a mindset. Now
the election commissioner

APPOINTMENT OF 2 ECS

New Delhi, Mar. 10: Two
election commissioners
. are likely. to-be appointed
by March 15 to fill the
vacancies created by the

retirement © of
Chandra Pandey and the
‘surprise resignation of

- ‘Arun Goel, sources said

on Sunday. 4

Days before the poll
panel is expected fo
announce the schedule for
the Lok Sabha polls, Mr
Goel resigned on Friday

“morning. - This

Anup

leaves
chief election commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar
as the sole member of the
poll authority.

A search committee’
under law minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal and com-
prising ‘the home secre-

. tary and the department

of personnel and- training
(DoPT) secretary will first
prepare two separate pan-
els of five names each for-
the two posts. ‘&% P8

. for some time to see what

he does,” he:said. Reacting.

to Mr Goel’s exit, Rajya

Sabha MP Kapil Sibal, a

legal luminary, inin_ced no
words in his criticism of
the institution tasked with

has resigned,. let us wait

seasoned politician and '

; oversgaeing the democratic
exercise. ..

%P8

Oppn targets Modi govt
over Goel’s resignation

GOVT TO FAST-FORWARD
APPOINTMENT OF 2ECS

FROM PG 1 :

“In ‘the last 10 years, it
looks.like the election com-
mission has become an
extended arm of the gov-
ernment,” he said. In a post

- of X, Mr Sibal wrote, “Way
cleared ~ to: Pack
‘Commission with. Yes men.
This applies to all institu-
tions that are the founda-
tions of our Republic!”

Congress general secre-
tary organisation- K.C.
Venugopal said in a post on
X, “It is deeply concerning
for the health of the world’s
largest democracy that
Election Commissioner Mr
Arun Goel has resigned on
the cusp of the Lok Sabha
elections.” There - is
absolutely “no transparen-
cy” in how a constitutional
institution has been func-
tioning and the manner in
which the government pres-
sures it, he said. During the
2019 elections, Ashok Lava
sa had dissented against a
clean chit to the PM for vio-
lating the Model Code of
Conduct, he said..

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut alleged the
Election Commission has
become an “extended bran
ch of the BJP”. It is not the
same Election Commission

the

FROMPG1 -

- Later, a selection commit-
tee headed by the prime
minister and comprising a
Union minister and leader
- of the Congress in the Lok
Sabha Adhir - Ranjan
Chowdhury will then name
two persons for appoint-
ment as election commis-

sioners:

The election commission-
ers will be appointed by the
President.
~ Sources said the selection
committee: could meet
either on March 13 or 14
depending on the conven-
jence of the members and
the appointments are likely
to be made by March 15.

‘that it was during T.N.
Seshan’s time, which func-
tioned as a watclidog over
the elections and remained
impartial, he claimed.
“In the last 10 years, the
poll authority has been pri-
vatised. It has become a
branch of the BJP” he
alleged. He said two people
have gone and only one
remains in the poll panel:
“Like BJP’s people have
been appointed in high
courts, Supreme Court, gov-
ernor’s house, in the same
manner, they would appoint
two of their people here
too,” Mr Raut claimed. :
AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi demanded answers
from Mr Goel and the gov-

ernment over the resigna-

tion just ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections. “It would
be better if he (Arun- Goel)
‘himself or the government

‘would tell the reason

behind ~the resignation
ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections,” he said. - :
T™C leader Saket
Gokhale asked, “Why did
Arun Goel abruptly resign
last night just after cutting
short his trip to West
Bengal with the EC.” “What
explains this sudden mys-

_tery, days before the elec-

tions? This is a part of the
‘chronology’ of Modi's &
BJP's dirty tricks to. steal
votes in Bengal,” he
‘alleged.
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EC Exit No Big Worry

Alarm around EC resignation is right about poor optics.
But, it won’t have any impact on election schedule
n election commissioner resigned less than a week before
% expected announcement of 2024 Lok Sabha elections. India’s

three-body ECI, heading into general elections, hastwoposts
vacant. While some media reports indicate a PM-led meeting may

be held mid-March to decide EC appointments, opposition parties.

have raised red flags about Arun Goel’s departure. But worries
articulated are, at this point, moot. . :
Transparency helps | It is certainly a matter of concern that
Goel's sudden resignation surprised the institution itself. This
speaks to the need for transparency within ECI, as much as with
citizens and stakeholders. It’s imperative that reasons accompany
'such high-level decisions, or rumour mills run amok. In this case,
speculation on health and afalling-out with CEC-likened to Ashok
Lavasa’s resignation in 2020 - were strenuously denied.
K | That said, there’s no reason why
elections should not proceed per
schedule, either constitutionally, or
operationally. CEC is in whom the
Constitution (Art 342) vests power.
W Picking election commissioners is the
i job of a committee of PM, his chosen
minister and LoP. This-is not the best
way to appoint ECs, there’s an almost
inbuilt 21 skew. But that’s how the law
waswritten, contrary to SC’s judgment.
i : j India’s most challenging election
‘was its first one, in 1951-52. Only a CEC handled it, with resounding
success. In1990, the two EC posts were even abolished briefly. CEC is
well within his right to single-handedly conducttheelection.

Operational check OK | Every state election commission, which
actually conducts the poll, is prepared to its teeth. As are railways and
paramilitary. All told, about 1.5 crore poll personnel are involved.
The system isready, the gargantuan machinery waiting for word go.

- Jeopardising this carefully tuned detailed roll-out isnot on the cards.

In 2019, elections were announced March 10, polls commenced
April 11. Couple of weeks here or there matters little. That said,
political parties’ and candidates’ campaigns are in full flow, and till
election schedule is announced, they enjoy afree pass.

On disputes, fact is serious dispute resolutions are all settled by
court, soan EC’sresignation doesnot, in effect, impact that.

CEC supreme | CEChas tremendous powers, including deciding
on matters where there is a gap in law. The post is above ECs-CEC
can be removed only in a manner similar to removal of judges.
But CEC can sack ECs. Goel’s resignation came at an unfortunate
moment. But there is little need torush tofill the vacancies.
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SBi's plea on

info disclosure

‘New Delhi, March 10:

The SC will on Monday
hear the application
filed by the State Bank of
India (SBI) seeking
extension till June 30 to
disclose details of each
electoral bond encashed
by political parties
before the scheme. was
scrapped last month.

A five-judge Consti-

_tution Bench headed by

CJI D.Y. Chandrachud
will also hear a separate
plea, which has sought
initiation of contempt
action against the SBI
alleging, it “wilfully and
deliberately” disobeyed
the SC'’s direction to sub-
mit details of the contri-
butions made to political
parties through electoral
bonds to the Election:
Commission by March 6.
The apex court bench,

" also comprising justices

Sanjiv. Khanna, B.R.
Gavai, J.B. Pardiwala,
and Manoj Misra, will
assemble at 10.30 am to,
hear the two petitions.
Tn a landmark verdict
delivered on February
15, a five-judge constitu-
tion bench scrapped the
Centre's electoral bonds
scheme that allowed
anonymous political
funding, - calling it
“unconstitutional” and
ordered disclosure by
the EC of the donors, the
amount donated by
them, and the recipients
by March 13. - ;
The SC subsequently
directed SBI to -submit
by March 6 the details of
the electoral bonds pur-
chased from April 12,
2019 till date to the EC,
which was asked to pub-
lish the information on
its official website by
March 13. — PTIT
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be appointed by Mar
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NEW DELHE: Two election commission-
ers are likely to be appointed by
March 15 to fill the vacancies
created by the retirement of Anup
Chandra Pandey and the surprise
resignation of Arun Goel, sources
said on Sunday.

Days before the poll panel is expected to
announce the schedule for the Lok Sab-
ha polls, Goel resigned on Triday morm-
ing. His resignation was accepted by
President Droupadi Murmu on Satur-
day and the Law Ministry issued a noti-
fication to announce 1t

This leaves Chief Flection Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar as the sole member
of the poll authority.

Pandey had demitted office on Febru-
ary 14 on attaining the age of 65 years.

A search committee under Law Minis-
ter Arjun Ram Meghwal and comprising
the Home Secretary and the Department
of Personnel and Training (DoPT) Secre-
tary will first prepare two separate pan-
ols of five names each for the two posts.
. Later, a selection committee headed
by the PM and comprising a Union min-
ister and Leader of the Congress party
in the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowd-
hury will then name two persons for ap-
pointment as election commissioners.

Arun Goel resigned as Election
Commnissioner on Saturday -

The election commissioners will be
appointed by the President.

“Sources said the selection committee

could meet either on March 13 or 14 de-

“pending on the convenience of the mem-

bers and the appointments are likely to

be made by March 15. Before a new law .
on the appointment of CEC and ECs .

came into force recently, the election
commissioners, were appointed by the
President on the government’s recom-
mendation and as per custom, the sen-
jor-most was appointed as CEC.

ommissioners likely to

ch 15,

say officials.

Goel guit due to roW with
CEC or Centre, asks Gong

. NEW DELHE: A day after Arun Goel
“ resigned, the Congress.on Sunday
_ asked whether he did so due to any

differences with the chief election.
commissioner or the Modi govern-
ment. Jairam Ramesh asked whether
Goel resigned over personal reasons
as cited by him in his resignation
letter or to contest the LS pollsona
BJP ticket like former calcuita HC
judge Abhijit Gangopadhyay.

ﬂ#—ﬂ

' Marmed hy resignation of

Goel on eve of polis: (W

NEW DELHE communist Party of India
{Marxist) on gunday said it was
salarmed” by Election Commissioner
Arun Goel's resignation just ahead of

' the general elections and demanded

the Union government provide a clear
statement on the circumstances in
which this situation has emerged. It
also said that Goel's move on the eve
of the general elections created an
atmosphere of uncertainty.



Contempf petitiori alleging ‘wilful’ negligience on part of the bank is also to be taken up

CONTENTIOUS

ISSUES

The apex court is going to look
at whether the SBI “wilfully and
deliberately” disobeyed
divection to submit details of
the contributions made to
political parties through electoral’
: bonds to the Election

- Commission by March 6

i While terming electoral bonds
“ynconstitutional,” the SC
ordered the Election Commission

to disclose details of the

‘donors, the amount donated
by them, and the recipients
by March 13

g3 As per the court order,
Election Commission shouid
publish the information (on
electoral bonds) on its
official website by March 13

On March 4, SBI sought

- extension till June 30 to
disclose the details, claiming it
is a time-consuming process

1 “No central database was
maintained” for the electoral
bonds, to protect “anonymity

: of donots,” said SBI

D Nes
_Degeds 103,949

NEW DELi; The Supreme
Court will on Monday

hear the application filed

by the State Bank of India
(SBI) seeking extension
till June 30 to disclose
details of each electoral
bond encashed by political
parties before the scheme
was scrapped last month.

A fivejudge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud will
also hear a separate plea,
which has sought initiation
of contempt action against
the SBI alleging, it “wilfully
and deliberately” disobeyed
the apex court’s direction to
submit details of the contri-
butions made to political
parties. through electoral
bonds to the Election Com-

~ mission by March 6.

The apex court bench, also
comprising justices Sanjiv
Khanna, BR Gavai, J B Pard-
iwala, and Manoj Misra, will
assemble at 10.30 am to hear

“the two petitions.

In a landmark verdict de-
livered on February 15, a
five-judge constitution bench
scrapped the Centre’s elec-
toral bonds scheme that al-
lowed anonymous political

funding, calling it “unconsti-
tutional” and ordered disclo-
sure by the Election Commis-
sion of the donors, the
amount donated by them, the
recipients by March 13.

The top court subse-
quently directed the SBI,
the authorised financial in-
stitution under the scheme,
to submit by March 6 the

details of the electoral *

bonds purchased from April
12, 2019 till date to the Elec-

tion Commmission, which '

was asked to publish the in-
formation on its official
website by March 13, |

* On March 4, the SBI

moved the apex court seek-
ing extension till June 30 to
disclose the details of the
electoral bonds encashed by
political parties. The SBI con-
tended that retrieval of infor-
maticn from “each silo” and
the procedure of matching
the information of one silo to
that of the other would be a
time-consuming exercise. ;
The bank said due to strin-

gent measures undertaken to
ensure that the identity of
the donors was kept anony-
mous, “decoding” the elector-
al bonds and matching the
donors to the donations
would bea complex process.
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