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K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

- ner in  Tamil
Nadu, many first-time vo-
their vacation or plan to
take a short break from
studies to travel to their ho-
metowns in order to vote
in the upcoming Lok Sabha
election. Some of them
who have registered in the
electoral rolls are waiting
to receive their voter iden-

dia (EC) has identified
nearly 10.92 lakh electors
aged 18-19 in Tamil Nadu.

Rayhan Zubaidha, an 18-
vear-old resident of Eg
more, said: “I feel like an
adult now with a responsi-
bility. I must be careful in
choosing the right symbol,
and 1 don't want to miss
the chance.”

Many noted that they
would consult their pa-
rents and friends on the
current political scenario
and candidates. N. Afreen,
| a college student in Nun-

awareness initiative. R RAGU

gambakkam, said she was
happy to receive her voter
ID card and had since up-
dated herself about the
Chennai Central gonsti-
tuency, where she resides,
discussions with her pa-
rents.

Some like P. Merlin’Ca-
rol, a resident of Ekkaduth-
angal, have postponed
their vacation to be in the
city to cast their vote and

Mtﬁt message: Sand art on Marina beach

take a selfie with the indel-
ible ink on their finger. “1
amﬂad that I am getting a
chance to vote within a few
months of turning 18. 1
have an idea about elec-
tronic voting machines and
how to vote. My, parents
are also on election duty
this time, and I decided to
stay in the city this vaca-
tion,” she added.

Several students in out-
station colleges are also

-~

as part of the Greater Chennal Corporation’s voter

keen on travelling to their
hometowns to cast their
votes. Krithik Jayen B., a
first- year B. Tech student
in Coimbatore, is set to tra-
vel to Tirunelveli to vote. “I
have been looking forward
to this since childhood and
got updates from parents, |
learnt about what qualities
to look for in a candidate
and the voting process
through classes,” he said.
While some people such

First-time voters in LN, postpone
vacation to exercise their franchise

The Election Commission of India has identified nearly 1092 lakh electors aged 18-19 in the State. Awareness activities in the
city’s educational institutions to encourage young electors to vote in the upcoming Lok Sabha poll will continue till April 17

as S. Swetha of Avadi are
waiting for their voter ID,

others have missed their |

right to vote, as they will

turn 18 a few days after the |

election.
Samyuktha Ramana, 19,
a Mylapore resident, be-

lieves every vote can make |

a difference. She hopes the
government will ensure
women's safety, change

perceptions of transper- |

sons in society, and in-
clude Indian sign language
in the school syllabus.
Some of the first-time
voters, however, said they
would vote based on their
parents’ choice. Jen, a se-
cond-year college student
in Guindy, said she barely
had time for politics as aca-
demics took up most of her
time. In Chennai district,

awareness activities in go- |

vernment colleges and in-
dustrial training institute
campuses to encourage
young electors will conti-
nue till April 17. “Slogans
such as ‘My Vote is My

£

Right’ and ‘Voting is My |
Responsibility” were pop- |

ularised through the use of
music and dance in public
spaces as well,” said Dis-
trict Election Officer J. Rad-
hakrishnan. (With inputs
from R. Aishwaryaa)
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Anonymous political posters,
hoardings not allowed, says EC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Cracking down on anony-
mous political hoardings,
the Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday sought
the disclosure of names of
their publishers and prin-
ters for traceability and ac-
countability.

Disclosure of the identi-
ty of publishers was crucial
for “regulating campaign
financing and fixing of res-
ponsibility in case the con-
tent is found unbecoming
of the framework of the
Model Code of Conduct or
the statutory provisions”,
the poll body said.

In a letter to the Chief
Secretaries of all States and
Union Territories, the EC
directed them to ensure
clear identification of prin-
ters and publishers on

"1 1.APR 2024

ensure accountability
and transparency

in campaign
communications

printed poll-related mate-
rial, including hoardings,
for accountability and
transparency in campaign
communications.

The decision was taken
by the commission after it
received representations
stating that anonymous
hoardings had been found
in spaces controlled by
municipal authorities.

Section 127A of the Re-
presentation of the People
Act, 1951, prohibits the
printing or publishing of
election pamphlets, pos-
ters, placards, or banners
without prominently dis-

playing the name and ad-
dress of the printer and pu-
blisher.

In the letter to the Chief
Secretaries, the EC asked
them to bring the poll bo-
dy’s instructions to the not-
ice of all municipal or oth-
er authorities responsible |
for hoardings, posters, |
banners etc., “for strict
compliance”. The Chief
Electoral Officers were also
told to convey this to all
political parties in their
States for “strict
compliance”.

“With this directive, the
commission now has put
the accountability on prin-
ters, publishers, and licen- |
sees/contractors of urban
local bodies renting out
outdoor advertising space,
for political advertise- |
ments published on out- |
door media,” it said. !
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B, JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Se | ting up of EVMs for

Lok Sabha election begins

The process of fixing candidates’ names and
their symbols on the ballot units of electronic
voting machines (EVMs) to be used in Chennai
district’s three Parliamentary constituencies has
begun. This work will continue for three days in
the presence of officials and representatives of
candidates. District Election Officer J.
Radhakrishnan said 11,843 electronic voting
machines (EVMs), 4,469 control devices, and
4,842 voter verified paper audit trail (VVPAT)
units, including 20% from the reserve would be

" used for voting. “Voter information slips have
been distributed to 16.7 lakh voters so far. Also,
micro-inspectors and police personnel have been
deputed to work in a total of 769 polling
stations,” Mr. Radhakrishnan added.
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Election Commission

deploys companies of
paramilitary personnel

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Seven companies of para-
military personnel have
been deployed in Chennai
by the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) for the
Lok Sabha election in the
State.

Avadi and Tambaram
have been given three com-
panies each.

While seven companies
have also been deployed in
Madurai, Coimbatore city
gets six, Tiruppur, three;
Tiruchi and Salem four
each; and Tirunelveli
three.

Districts’ list
Besides these cities, com-
panies of paramilitary per-
sonnel have also been de-
ployed in the following
districts - Ariyalur (two);
Chengalpattu (three);
Coimbatore (seven); Cud-

in cities and districts

dalore (five); Dharmapuri
(four); Dindigul (four);
Erode (four); Kallakurichi
(three);  Kancheepuram
(five); Karur (three); Kanni-
yakumari (six); Krishnagiri
(four); Madurai (four); May-
iladuthurai (two); Nagapat-
tinam (two); Namakkal
(three); Perambalur
(three); Pudukkottai
(three); Ramanathapuram
(four); Ranipet (three); Sa-
lem (five); Sivaganga (four);
Tenkasi (three); Thanjavur
(six); Theni (six); the Nilgi-
ris (two); Thoothukudi
(six); Tiruchi (three); Tiru-
pattur  (four); Tiruppur
(five); Tirunelveli (five); Ti-
ruvallur (four); Tiruvanna-
malai (five); Tiruvarur
(three); Vellore (five); Vi-
rudhunagar (five); and Vil-
lupuram (five).

As many as 190 compa-
nies have been deployed
across Tamil Nadu for this
election.
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No postal vote for railway
staff in TN as deadline lapsed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

POINTING out that the deadline
for government employees en-
gaged in essential services to ap-
ply for postal ballots has lapsed,
the Madras High Court on
Wednesday refused to issue or-
ders to the Election Commission
of India (ECI) for enabling the
Railways department staff to
cast their vote through postal
ballot.

The first bench of Chief Jus-
tice SV Gangapurwala and Jus-
tice J Sathya Narayana Prasad,
while disposing of a petition filed
by a Southern Railway officer in
Madurai, Ramkumar, said, “In
view of the timeline, it is not pos-
sible now to direct the ECI to
print additional ballots and per-
mit the petitioner to vote by post-
al ballots.” It added that it would
not be appropriate to issue any
directions at eleventh hour.

However, recording the sub-
mission of the counsel for the
Railways, court directed the de-

partment to consider granting
leave to employees on a case-to-
case basis so that they can cast
their votes.

The counsel for ECI, Niranjan
Rajagopalan, submitted that a
notification on the postal ballots
was issued under section 60(c) of
the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and the Railways was
intimated on the notification of
the essential services by Febru-
ary 10, and reminder was sent
seeking response by February 20.
But they had addressed the re-
sponse to the Chennai district
collector who has no role in the
election. A representation was
received only on April 2 by then
the cut-off date, March 25, for the
voters to apply for postal ballots
has lapsed. “If the applications
are not received by March 25,
none can be permitted to vote, he
said, adding that the ballot pa-
pers are printed depending on
the number of applications re-
ceived. Additional ballot papers
cannot be printed at this junc-
ture,” he told the bench.



Candidate name setting in EVMs

in Chennai on Wednesday

CHENNAI: The process for
setting names of candi-
dates and symbols in
ballot units in three
constituencies of
Chennai district has
commenced on Wednes-
day. It would continue
for the next three days,
and once the candidate
setting in ballot units had
completed jt would be
sealed in a strong room
with surveillance and
security round the clock.

Speaking to the reporters, dis-
trict election = officer and
Greater Chennai Corporation
Commissioner J° Radhakr-
ishnan said, “Ahead of the
elections, preparatory meas-
ures have been taken as per

to be over in 3 days, says DEO.

¥

&

-

the guidelines issued by the
Flection Commission.

_which, the candidate setting

has started in the city at 16
places it will be monitored by
ARO in the respective constit-
uency.”

The list of candidates ap-
proved by the EC has been
set in the ballot boxes in
front of the political parties
under the surveillance of re-
turning officers and election
observers of the respective
\constituency. “If there is
any query raised by the
members of the political par-
ties it would be resolved and
then the setting will be pro-
cessed. After the candidate
setting is done, it will be
sealed in the strong room.
The candidate setting will be

._same,symbolmmowusmfmntpames

fi
Lals
ot

continued for the next three
days in the three constituen-
cies,” added ‘Radhakr-
ishnan. R

As many as 11,843 ballot
units are required at the 16
Assembly  constituencies,
4,469 control units and 4,842
VVPAT which are available
for the upcoming election in
Chennai district.

Meanwhile, the staff
drafted for election duty has
distributed 11.7 lakh voters'
slips to the eligible voters in
the city from April 1. As per
model code of conduct, the
local body has seized over Rs
14 crore worth cash, gold
and other items and the in-
come  tax officers have
seized Rs 19 crore worth
products in the city so far.
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Seizures in cash, valuables so far totals
to Rs 304 crore, informs EC
CHENNAL: The Election commission (EC) on Wednesday

* informed that it has seized cash and other items worth RS

304 crore so far. According to the EC's official data, Total
cash worth Rs 143.0591 crore, total liquor worth Rs 5.0173
crore, total narcotics worth Rs 0.9343 crore, total precious
metal worth Rs 121,6509 crore and freebies etc worthRs . -
32,9791 crore were seized till wednesday, April 10 morning:. * -
“The cumulative seizures including income tax till Wednes-
day is Rs 303.6397 crore,” a release from the EC read.
Meanwhile, the EC has deployed 190 companies of Central

. Armed Police Forces (CAPF) across the state for the April 19

Lok Sabha polls. For chennai city, 7 companies, for Avadi 3
companies, Tambaram 3 companies, Coimbatore 6 ;
companies, Tirupur 3, salem 4, Tiruchy 4, Madurai 7 and
Tirunelveli 3 companies were deployed.

— A .
. A
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