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Plea to EC against allotting
“Two Leaves’ to AIADMK

S. Suryamoorthi, who claims to be an AIADMK
member, has submitted a representation to thg :
Election Commission (EC) seeking that Fhe ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol not be allotted to [candidates
proposed by the party’s genex:al secretary]
Edappadi K. Palaniswami during tl}g Lol_c Sabha
poll during the pendency of four civil suits ﬁl_ed
by him. Mr. Suryamoorthi said that he had, since
2017, sent several petitions to the EC, but there
was no response. He had also movec.l the Madras
High Court with a writ petition seeking a
direction to the EC to inquire into the matter: On
March 7 this year, the EC sent a communication
to the party general secretary seeking comments
on the petition. The EC had frozen rl?e ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol in March 2017 following a power
struggle within the party after former Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa’s death. The symbol was
then allotted to the Palaniswami-Panneerselvam
combine in November 2017. The AIADMK, in
March 2023, announced that Mr, Palaniswami
was elected unopposed as its general secretary
after the High Court rejected interim applications
filed by the party’s expelled leaders.
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SBI submits data on
electoral bonds to |
Election Commission

Sreeparna Chakrabgmr

NEW DELHI

A day after the Supreme
Court directive, the State
Bank of India (SBD) on
Tuesday submitted to the
Election Commission (EC)
the details of electoral
bonds purchased and en-
cashed since April 12, 2019,

“In compliance of the
Hom’ble Supreme Court’s
directions to the SBI, con-
tained in its order dated
Feb. 15 and March 11, 2024
(in: the matter of WPC
NO.880 of 2017), data on
electoral bonds has been
supplied by the State Bank
of India to the Election
Commission of India, to-
day, March 12, 2024, the
poll body posted on X.

The Supreme Court,
while striking down the
electoral bonds scheme as
unconstitutional in Febry-

-ary, had directed the SBI to

submit electoral bonds da-
ta to the EC.

On Monday, the top
court dismissed a plea filed
by the SBI seeking time till
June 30 for disclosure of
such data. The court asked
that the data be submitted

-to the EC by Tuesday. The

poll body was in turn asked

to publish the information
on its website by 5 p.m. on
March 15. :

The SBI had sought an
extension saying it needed
time to match the buyers-of
the bonds with the political
parties that encashed it. To
this, the top court said the
information on purchasers
of bonds, the denomina-
tion of the bonds, and the
bonds redeemed by the
respective political parties
were easily available and
did not need matching,

Sale began in 2018

The first sale of electora]
bonds took place in March
2018. Bonds worth {16,518
crore had been issued by
the SBI since the inception
of the scheme,

In an interim order on
April 12, 2019, the Supreme
Court asked politica] par-
ties to submit details of do-
nations via the electoral
bonds in a sealed cover to
the EC. On Monday, the
court directed the poll bo-
dy to publish this data on
its website as well.

The EC sources said
they would also upload the
pre-2019 data as directed
by the top court by March
15 along with the SBI data.
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SBI submits poll
bond data to EC

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MAR. 12

Complying with = the
Supreme Court’s order,

the State Bank of India’

(SBI) on Tuesday submit-
ted the data pertaining to

electoral - bonds to the -

Election Commission (EC).
The data is voluminous
and is learnt to be in raw
format. Sources in the EC
said the poll body is work-
ing on a war footing to
meet the March 15 dead-
line ‘to upload the entire
data pertaining té6 who
donated how much to
which party through elec-
toral bonds on its website.

“In compliance with the

Supreme Court's direc-

tions to the SBI, contained

in its-orders dated Februa-
ry 15 and March 11, data on
electoral bonds has been
supplied by the SBI to the
* election commission,” the
EC spokesperson said. Pos-
sibly this data, along with
the new data, will be pub-
lished simultaneously by
the evening of March 15.
The Supreme Court on
Monday had ordered the
SBI to disclose the details

of“electoral bonds to the
election commission by
Tuesday evening. As per

the order, the election co-

mmission will have to pub-
lish the ‘details shared by
the bank on its official we-
bsite by 5 pm on March 15.

However, much drama

happened before the SBI

handed over the electdral
bond.: data to the EC. On
Monday; the SBI urged the
Supreme Court-to give it
time till June 30 to collate
the voluminous data.
Rejecting . the SBI's
request, the apex court
ordered the bank to submit
all details by Tuesday
evening or it will take con-
tempt of court action

against  SBI chdirman

Dinesh Kumar Khara.
Meanwhile, the president
of the Supreme Court bar
association (SCBA) shot
off a letter to President
Droupadi Murmu seeking
a .presidential reference
and adding that the
Supreme Court judgment
in the electoral bonds case
should not be implemented
till the reference is heard.
SC bar assn. wants
presidential reference 2 P4

Poll bonds: S
Bar writes fo
Prez on verdict

'DC CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, MARCH 12’

Supreme Court Bar As--
sociation chief Adish C.
Aggarwala in a letter to
President Droupadi Mu-
rmu on Tuesday sought
reference against the -
electoral bond verdict -
wider Article 143 of the
Constitution and with--
hold the enforcement of
the Supreme Court judg-
ment till the reference is
heard and answered.
Article 143 of  the
Constitution . confers
advisory jurisdiction on
the Supreme Court and
provides for the power of
the President of India to
consult the apex court
court. The article says -
that if it appears to the
President that a question
of law or fact has arisen,
or can arise in future
which is of public impor-
tance and it is beneficial
to obtain the opinion of
the SC, he may refer the -
question for considera-’
tion and the ‘apex court
may, after such hearing, -

report to the President
its opinion.
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J&K parties meet EC; seek
joint LS and Assembly polls

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, MARCH 12

Jammu and Kashmir's
tegional parties have, at

their meetings with the

Election Commission
(EC), demanded holding of
simultaneous polls for the
Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections in the Union ter-
ritory (UT). ;
Whiile the Congress and
CPI(M), and some other
national® parties have
- endorsed their plea, the
BJP has informed the EC
about its “preparedness”

for the Lok Sabha and the

Assembly as well the pan-
.chayat elections in J&K.
“Regional parties are
trying to mislead the peo-
ple by telling them that
the BJP is not adequately
prepared for the elections
and, therefore, is shying
away from the democratic
process,” said party
spokesman R.S. Pathania,
A 10-member EC team,

2 A 10-member EC team,
headed by Chief Election
"Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, on Tuesday began
consultation with political
_ parties in J&K as part of
its review preparedness .
for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections in the UT

headed by Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, which is on a
three-day visit to Srinagar
‘and Jammu, on Tuesday
began consultation with
political parties in J&K as
part of its review. pre-
paredness- for the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections in
theUT .~ -

The team held. interac-
tions with delegations
from . the National
Conference, People’s
Democratic Party, BJP,
CPI(M), Congress and the
Aam Aadmi Party, offi-
cials said..

.NC’s provisional presi:

dent who led his party’s
delegation said that it told
the poll panel that the last
Assembly elections in

J&K were held in 2014 but

the House elected for six

< years was prematurely
dissolved in ‘November

2018 and. the people have

“been deprived of their

democratic right to elect a_
government since. “We
told them that people fail
to understarid what the
rationale is behind delay-
ing the Assembly elec-
tions in J&K,” he said,
adding, “They gave us a
patient hearing.” =

NC vice-president and
former CM-Omar Abdu-
llah had earlier said that
it would be an injustice to
people if the Assembly
elections in J&K were
postponed. “We have only
one demand to raise with
them (EC team) and that
is the Assembly polls

*should be held along with

the LS polls,” he said.
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SC bar body secks Prez reference on bond ruling

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Seeking that
apex court’s verdict on elec-
toral bonds be heard again,
Supreme Court Bar Associ-
ation chief Adish C Aggar-
wala Tuesday wrote to Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu re-
questing her to seek presi-
dential reference on the
judgement. Revealing
names of corporates that
had contributed to political

SBI oheys SC orders, giv

1
i
£

‘lection Commission of India confirmed SBI Tuesday

-.submitted electoral bonds data to itin compliance of SC’s

ae

directions on Monday. EClis to upload this data on its website by

S5pmon Friday. P 20

parties would render them
vulnerable to victimisa-
tion, he contended. “Dis-
closing such sensitive infor-
mation, that too retrospec-
tively, will result in a chill-

ing effect on corporate
donations and participa-
tion in democratic proc-
ess,” he wrote.

“The possibility of them
(corporates) being singled

outbythosepartiesthathad
received less contribution
from them, and harassed
cannot be ruled out if
names of corporates and
their quantum of contribu-
tions to various parties are
revealed. This willbereneg-
ing on promise given to
them while accepting their
voluntary contributions,”

" Aggarwalawrote.
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shatter India’s reputation

» fromP1

ectoral  bond
Egherr?écarnemtoeffeqt :
§  duetoprovisions of Flla ;
r{é}ice Act, 2017, Ag.garwa
mentioned, adding it V\{g e
bepewersetodoubtthe g

b chind this
lative intention bnforce i

acheme... If we enio i
; spectively, ¥
Judggient B five informa-

ing all sensit
}L?(?:, iiig willshatterthere

puta-

tion the nation en,j,oys in in-
jonal arena. :

ter%%gA chief concluded 1r}

his letter to Prfslgle?l ai[l‘ggt
«1, therefore, I

131”2:;1‘ goodself to withhold

; f SC judg-
enforcement O 5
4l bonds cas

ment in electoral dentialref-

kingapresl :
Eﬁesrfce:e. Till the reference 18

d, S
rd and answered, ;
2;31:11 not giveeffectto ,1,ts ver
dict of Marchll, 2024.

SBI submits
list of buyers
and parties to
election panel

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: A day after being
pulled up by SC, State Bank of
India on Tuesday submitted
the list of buyers of electoral
bonds and the parties that have
deposited them with the Elec.
tion Commission.

The poll panel confirmed
that SBI had submitted data on
electoral bondsto iton Tuesday,
“In compliance of the SC's di-
rections to SBI, contained in its
orderdated Feb 15and March i1,
2024, data on electoral bonds
has been supplied by SBI to the
Election Commission of India
today” the panel said in a social
mediapost. e

The court had directed the
bank’s chairman to file the in-
formation along with an affida-
vit. SBI did not respond to
queries from TOL

The public sector bank has
sold electoral bonds through 29
branches instates. Although the
bank allocates a serial number
for bookkeeping, these bearer
instruments make it difficult to
ascertain the transaction be-
tween the buyer and the depos-
itor, sources said. The bank had
earlier informed the court that
22,217 electoral bonds were
used to make donations to vari-
ous political parties and that
redeemed bonds were deposit-
ed in the main branch in Mum-
bai by other authorised
branches in sealed envelopes,
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mittees will completely

Venfy citizenship applications

“7hat’s more, the quo-
rum of each of the
above committees
shall be two, including the
Chair: This practically means
that the committees can do
complete verification of citi-
zenship applications and de-
cide on grant of citizenship
without mandatorily involv-
ing the state representative.
The Chair of both the em-
powered committee (EC) and
the district level commitiee
(DLC) are central govern-
ment officers. While the EC
‘will be headed by director
{Census operations) of the

&/
%

state/UT concerned, the DLC
will work under senior super-
intendent or superintendent
of Post. Theofficer of director
(Census operations) reports
to Office of the Census Com-
missioner and Registrar Gen-
eral of India, which falls un-
der the purview of the Union
home ministry The senior su-
permtendent/supermtend
ent of Post, is an officer of the
department of post under the
central govt.

All five members of EC —
director (Census operations),
officer of subsidiary Intelli-
gence Bureau, jurisdictional
foreigners regional registra-
tion officer (FRRO), state in-

formaticsofficerof NICof the
state/UT and postmaster gen-
eralof thestate/UT—arecen-
tral govt officers. Of the two
invitees to EC, only one is a
state/UT government repre-
sentative — from the office of
principal secretary (home) or
additional chief secretary
(home)—and the other (juris-
dictional divisional railway
manager) is from .the rail-
ways. DLC is no different. Its
three members — jurisdic-
tional senior superintendent
orsuperintendentof Post,dis-
trict informatics officer/as-
sistant (of NIC) and a nomi-
nee of Central government —
areall central govtofficers.

SBI falls in line,
submits poll
hond data to EC

NEW DELHI: The State Bank of
India (SBI) on Tuesday
evening submitted to the
Tlection Commission the
details of the parities that
had bought now-scrapped
electoral bonds and those
who got them, as it complied .
with the Supreme Court
order to furnish information,

The Supreme Court on Monday
ordered SBI to disclose the
details of electoral bondsto the
Election Commission by close
of business hours on March 12.

As per the order, the Election
Commission will have to
publish the details shaved by
the bank on its official website
by 5 pm on March 15.

According to sources, SBI
has complied with the orders of
the apex court and submitted
the details of the electoral
ponds to the Election Commis-
sion, The SBI has issued
electoral bonds worth Rs 16,518
crore in 30 tranches since the
inception of the scheme in 2018.

SBI had sought time till
June 30 for disclosure of the
details. Its plea, however, was
rejected by the apex court, and
it asked the bank to submit all
details to the Election
Commission by the close of.
worlking hours on Tuesday.

Former finance secretary SC
Garg in a column said 5BI's
time-wasting tactic is laugha-
ble, saying the bank wanted to
match the buyer of each
electoral bond with its recipient
political party, something
which the apex court had not
asled for.
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What EC bond data may reveal,
and what could remain hidden

Friclay, March 15, Is When EC, Per SC’s Order, Will Upload Electoral Bonds Info On
lts Website. What Can We Expect? Will We Know Who Paid How Much To Whom?

Was there another deadline, on
March 12?7 -

Yes. That was SC's deadline for SBI to
hand over EB “details” to EC. These
“details” include purchase date of
each EB, purchaser’s name, and
amount of the bond. Plus, “details”
of EB contributions received by each
political party.

What did SC ask EC to do?
EC must do two things. One, some-

time today it must upload on EC web- .

site its own data on EB contributions
to parties. Two, by 5 pm on March 15,
EC has to upload SBI data on EBs,

{0 Explains

The first data set is already available
in the public domain. SC asked for it
to be uploaded so that all EB- related
data will be in one place.

So, what will we learn?

We will have the full list of those who
purchased EBs, including date of
purchase and amount. We will also
get a detailed list of recipients.

Will we know who gave which party

how much?

Not necessarily. For three reasons.
One, because SC said it’s not asking

for matching donors with recipients.

For example, if company X is shown
to have bought EB worth Rs 100, and
party Y is shown to have received Rs
100, we can’t assume X gave Y.

Two, details provided by SBI may
or may not include the “unique num-
ber” assigned to each bend. This
number, if known both for purchas-
ers and recipients, will allow anyone
to match donations to parties.

Third, even assuming unique
numbers are available, we may not
be any wiser as to the ‘true’ corporate
identity of the donor. Because when
EBs were introduced, amendments
in Companies Act allowed any com-
pany, no matter how new or how loss-
making, to buy these bonds. This, as
experts have been saying, effectively
allows a big corporate to set up a ‘shell
company’ for the express purpose of
political funding. So, if you spot, say, a
company called ‘Flamingo’ is a big do-
nor, and if you are, rightly, convinced
that ‘Flamingo’ is not an established
company, it might be diffieult to figure
out which big corporate donor is be-
hind ‘Flamingo’.

-BJP GOT LION'S SHARE

6,566

Total funding received via electoral
bonds (2017-18 to 2022-23)
XCr

BJP
accounted for
55% of all electoral
“bond donations since
scheme started in 2017, }
Congress and Trinamool |
followed at a little
over 9% each

i ity . i L SAXITTN i
BIP INC AITC BRS BID DMK YSR CDng T{JP SHS NCP

Contribution by electoral bonds over the years (top 3 parties)
: ‘/faz.SSS
Lape N\
B \“‘a\

1,451 f

2021-22 2022-23

2020-21

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Source: ADR
‘Total and Electoral Bonds

contributions for Cong, BJP

inX Cr
: BJP Total

12091

'polmcai parlywould fead to quid:
i use of the clo

- separate KYC. Therefore, it is very clea
“time somebody made a purchase KYC was'

mandated ToSBI March 11
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Orders reserved on EPS
plea to restrain OPS from
‘using party symbol, flag

CHENNAI: After hearing intense
arguments, Justice N Sathish
Kumar of the Madras High Court

. reserved the final orders without

mentioning any date and extended
the interim injunction imposed on
0 Panneerselvam restraining him

should go:on in the main suit, claim-
ing symbol, flag and letterhead:
Another senior counsel Abdul Sal-
eem appearing for OPS submitted that
lakhs of cadre from ATADMK are still
following OPS. Due to the interim in-
junction, my clignt's chance of moving

from using AIADMK’s symbol, flag - the Election Commission (EC) is cur-

and letterhead.

tailed, he added.
Senior counsel Vijay Narayan ap:

Staking claim over his position in , pearing for EPS submitted that the co-

the ATADMEK, ousted-leader Panneer-
selvam (OPS) argued that the name,

symbol and flag do not belong to any

party, while Edappadi K Palaniswa-
mi (EPS) countered that these were
proprietary rights of

tition preferred by
ATADMK  “general .
secretary EPS, seek-
ing to restrain OPS
from using the AIAD-
MK's symbol, flag and official letter-
head on Tuesday.

Senior counsel PH Arvind Pandian
appearing for OPS submitted that
there is'no material placed before the

court that his client is directly inter-.

fering in the party affairs. We are not

on the trademark infringement, my

client claims himself as the coordina-
tor of the party, so there is no problem
with the plaintiff approaching this
court. The counsel submitted that all
the court’s orders against his client

are interim alone, till the suit is pend-_

ing OPS has rights.

-Further, the counsel sought to re-
move the interim injunction imposed
on OPS and contended that the trial

proprietary rights over
the symbol, flag and rty ;
letterhead with long usage Using the official let

ordinator post was abolished in the
general council meeting held in July
2022. The resolutions, including expel-
ling OPS from the party in the general
council meeting, were upheld by vari-

" ous courts, the coun-

- the party he leads. EPS counsel submitted - S¢l wondered how can -
Justice N Sathish that AIADMK & a person, who is not a
Kumar heard the pe- a \ 1ag member of the party

can - interfere in the
party affairs. OPS was

terhead of the party
claiming himself as
the coordinator sacking various party

functionaries and' appointing new

functionaries, said the counsel. -

Further, the counsel submitted that
ATADMK has proprietary rights over
the symbol, flag and letterhead with
long usage, as the party incepted in
1972 and using them continuously. If
any person started a new party, can he
claim another party’s flag, the counsel
wondered. .

The counsel submitted that this is
election year and if OPS still claims
himself as the coordinator of the Al-

'ADMK it confuses the general public.

After the submission, the judge re-
served the final orders without men-
tioning any date.
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It took three decades for voter

ID cards to

NEW DELHI: First mooted in 1957,
the Electors Photo Identity
Card made its nationwide debut
over three decades later in 1993
to prevent voter impersenation
in elections. :

What the Election Commission
(EC) once thought was “not
practicable to operate satisfactorily
on alarge scale”, has become a_
mainstay in India’s election

system. The identity cards are now .
acceptable also as proof of identity .-

and address. A pilot project to issue
photo identity cards for voters was
undertaken in the Caleutta (South
West) Parliamentary constituency
for a by-election in May 1960, but it
did not succeed and the project was
shelved for almost two decades.

It was during the 1979 Assembly
elections in Sikkim that photo
identity cards were issued and it
was subsequently implemented in
other northeastern states such as
Assam, Meghalaya and Nagaland.
" This was & precursor to the

SRINAGAR: Political

become a reality

le, ECH join hands to prevent false info

NEW DELHE Alphabet Inc-owned Google has joined hands with
Election Commission of India (ECI) to enable people to easily.

discovercrtical vot

ieliigence 10 ere
- to help audiences

nationwide launch of Electors
Photo Identity Cards in 1993.
According to the book “Leap of
Faith” published by the EC to
document the journey of polls in
India, the Representation of the.
People (Amendment) Bill, 1958,
had an interesting provision of
introducing photo identity cards.
-India’s first Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sukumar
Sen, before etirement, had the

D Moy -

Google Search -»suchas how'
ainablogpostsaidits: -
e authoritative information

Ve are collaborating with.ECl to
votinginformationon - =

r and how to vote —in both
ore people using artificial

ate content; Google said it Is setting up processes
ntify Al-generated content. SR

‘ éatisfacﬁon of seeing the Bill

introduced in Lower House by his

- younger brother and then law

minister Ashoke Kumar Serron
November 27, 1958.

The Bill was enacted into law -
on December 30, 1958. It was in
1993 that Electors Photo Identity-
Cards were finally introduced.
The EC in 2021 launched the
Electronic Electoral Photo
Identity Card (e-EPIC).
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J&K political parties urge EC to conduct
Assembly polls along with LS elections

parties here on Tuesday urged the

Election Commission to hold Assembly elections in Jammu

and Kashmir simulta
the panel started twi
to review pre|

neously with the Lok Sabha polls as -
0-day consultations with stakeholders
paredness for the upcoming general

elections, The BIP too has expressed its readiness for

simultaneous polls to
Kashmir Assembly,
Kumar and other o

t_he Lok Sabha and the Jaminu and
(_:h_lef Election Commissioner Rajiv
fficials of the poll panel, who arrived

here on Monday for a three-day visit te Jammu and

Kashmir, held interactions
National Conference (NC),
the Aam Admi Party,

with delegations from the
{NG), PDP, BJP, CPM, Congress, and
officials said here. National.

Conference leader Nasir Aslam Wani, who led his party's
delegation, said they impressed upon the Election

Commission the need for holding Ass
Jammu and Kashmir together with th

embly elections in
e Lok Sabha polls,
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