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Supreme

Court refuses
~ tostay law
+» onCEG,EC

appointment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to pass
any interim orders staying
the operation of a new law
on the appointment of
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and-Election
Commissioners.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Justice
Sanjiv Khanna, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, repre-
senting Association for De-
mocratic Reforms (ADR),
said the elections were
near and Election Commis-
sioner Anup Chandra Pan-
dey was retiring on
Wednesday.

However, the Bench re-
called that there were oth-
er petitions challenging the
law and they had been
posted for hearing in April.
The court, issuing notice,
said the current plea .
would also come up for
hearing along with the
others.

The new law had re-
moved the Chief Justice of
India from the committee
to be replaced by a Union
Cabinet Minister nominat-
ed by the Prime Minister,
effectively giving the go-
vernment primacy in the
appointment process.
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Sharad Pawar
files appeal in
SC against

EC order on
party name

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) founder Sharad Pa-
war has appealed the Su-
preme Court against the
Election Commission (EC)
decision in February to re-
cognise the faction led by
his nephew Ajit Pawar as
the ‘real’ party.

The EC had allotted NCP
symbol ‘wall clock’ to the
Ajit Pawar group, seeming-
ly at the time to end
months of factional fight
within the party.

Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra Ajit Pawar has
already filed a caveat
through advocate Abhikalp
Pratap Singh in the Su-
preme Court, urging to be
heard before any order is
passed in the special leave
petition filed by the elder
Pawar.

The appeal has been
filed by Mr. Sharad Pawar
just days ahead of the expi-
1y of the deadline given by
the Supreme Court to Mah-
arashtra Speaker Rahul
Narwekar to decide the
disqualification petitions
against the breakaway fac-
tion headed by Mr. Ajit Pa-
war. The SC had extended
the deadline from January
31to February 15.
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Election Commission allots
MNM ‘Battery Torch’ symbol

The Election Commission of India has allotted
the ‘Battery Torch’ symbol to Makkal Needhi
Matiam, founded by actor Kamal Haasan, for the
upcoming Lok Sabha 2024 elections. The party
contested in the 2012 Lok Sabha elections and
the 2021 State Assembly elections on this symbol.
However, the party has failed to win in any
Assembly or Parliamentary constituency it has
contested in so far.
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EG allotts battery torch symbol for
Kamal’s MNM party for LS election

CHERNAL Makkal Needhi Maiam
(MNM) has been allotted the
“battery torch” symbol by the
Election Commission for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections in
“Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. The
ECI has allotted the battery torch
symbol for all the 40 Lok Sabha
seats in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry. Kamal Haasan's
party is yet to decide on the
alliance for the forthcoming Parl|a.mentary polls even as
rumours abound about the party joining the DMK-led
alliance in the state. However, so far no formal talks have
been held between the two parties. DMK has already held
one round of seat-sharing talks with its allies. MNM
contested on the symbol of torchlight in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and 2021 State Assembly polls in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry. In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, Kamal
Haasan's party garnered a vote share of 3.77 per cent
while it got a 2.68 per cent vote share in the 2021 State
Assembly polls,
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arad Pawar

imoves SC on

EC recognition
to NCP-Aljit

AmitAnand Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A weel after Elec-

tion Comnmission  ruled
against Sharad Pawar and
recognised Ajit
Pawar’s  fac.

ﬁ tion as the real
~raseany Nationalist
fh @J Congress Par-

AN
moved Suprere Court chal-
lenging the pd panel’s deci-
sion. The comiission had on
Feb 6 decided tk NCP symbol
dispute in favar of Ajit Pa-
war, almost eigt months after
hebrokeawayfimtheSharad
Pawar camptojin the Shiv Se-
na-BJP govt inViaharashtra
with eight NCPILAs.

The comnssion had
passed the ordetfter evaluat-
ing the applicatiity of three
tests — ‘Test of ims and Ob-
jectives of the Péty Constitu-
tion’, ‘“Test of Pay Constitu-
tion’ and ‘Test oMajority’—
to decide the disjte between
the uncle and iphew The
commission ruletn favour of
Ajit Pawar factions 57 affida-
vits werefiled by t NCP MPs,
MLAs and MLCs) favour of !
his faction and ory 28 affida- :
vits filed in suppoiof Sharad
Pawar. Sharad Paar in his
petitionagainstECorderhas
arraigned Ajit Pawr and the
commission in his ppeal. He
alleged that the pani erred in
passing order in favar of Ajit
Pawar.

Expecting that Slarad Pa-
war would definitel knock
the door of the judkiary to
challenge EC’s order, Ajit Pa-
war has already filed 3 caveqt
in the apex court throngh his
lawyer  Abhikalp Pratap
Singh. The Sharad Pawar
camp islikely topleadforearly
hearing in the case. While al-
lowing Ajit Pawar's plea, the
commission found that bgth

groups were working outside
the party constituthn and the
organisational elections were
not in order. It had also four}d
serious inconsistencies in
terms of timelines mentioned
in the claim of the Sharad Pa-
war group to having organisa-
tional majority.
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SC notice to Centre on
plea challenging law on
appomtment of C, ECs

TiMes News NeTwork

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Tuesday agreed to hear
another petition challenging
thevalidity of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and Oth-
er Election Commissioners
(Appointment,Conditions of
Service and Term of Office)
Act as per which appoint-
ments to the poll panel are to
be decided by a committee
comprising the Prime Minis-
ter, a Union cabinet minister
and the leader of opposition,
but refused to stay operation
of thelaw,
A bench headed by Jus-

* ticeSanjivKhanna issuedno-

tice to the Centre on a pet-
ition filed by Association for
Democratic Reforms and
tagged it with other petitions
challenging the law and list-

' edthematter for April.

Earlier, apex court had is-

i Suednotice ona petition filed
i by Congress activist Jaya

Thakur who claimed that
Sections 7 and 8 were viola-
tive of the Pprinciple of free
and fair elections as they did
not provide an “independent
mechanism” for appoint-
mentof membersof the Elec.
tion Commission, It contend-
ed thatthelaw wag enacted to

Tl

‘FATE OF DEMOCRACY'

override SC’s Mar 2022 ver-
dict which had entrusted the
tasktoapanel of the PM, LoP
and CJI, taking away the Cen-
tre’spowerto unilaterally ap-
pointthem which had been in
practicesince independence,
In a major decision to in-
sulate the EC from govt’s in-
terference, a five-judge con-
stitution bench had on Mar 2
in an unanimous verdict dis-
approved the system of Cen-
tre appointing members of
the poll panel and hag ruled
that selection of GEC and
ECs was be done by a three-
member committee of the
PM, LoP and CJI. The court
had said any perception that
“yes men” appointed by the
Centre in the poll panel
would decide the fate of de-
mocracy had to be removed
and the commission should
be made “fiercely independ-
ent, honest, competent and

fair”,
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Separate semeaa for LS ggells in DGP office ™

'DC CORRESPONDENT
. CHENNAL, FEB. 13 :

A separate section for the’

Lok -Sabha elections was
'started in the DGP office
. with Additional DGP

Mahesh Kumar Agarwal .

-as its head. {
_ The election section will
" identify * the

. deployment .

sensitive

bocnhs in Tamll Nadu and-
. the requirement of police
in various
-districts. The team will

also decide the works tobe . -
various -

assigned = for
departments of the police
and how -to handle the
complaints that arise
- during the polls. ADGP
Jayaram - will ¢ take

.

care of the CRPF person—
nel - who will . come

‘to the State. for electmn
“work.

‘The Greater Chennai
Commissionerate had:
started ‘a separate section.
for election-work and the
process ‘of 1dent1fymg the’
sensitive booths in the

 city had started.

Deccann CUInvonich e
Dazred: (402909

APEX COURT REFUSES TO STAY
LAW ON APPOINTMENT OF ECS

‘BC CORRESPO_NDENT
‘, NEW DELHI, FEB. 13

The Supreme- Court on

" Tuesday. refused to grant a
stay on the new law thatpro--

. vides for selection of the
Chief Election Commnissio-

“ner and Election Commissi-

- oners by a panel minus"the

' Chief-Justice of India.” -

. However, .a hench of
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and
Dipankar Datta issued-
notice to the Union govern-
inent on a plea‘filed by an

" NGO Association for Demo-

~ cratic Reforms and listed

the matter along with other

. pending petitions on the.

issue for hearing in April. -

- The plea 'challenged the

constitutional validity of the

Chief- Election .-Commis-.
sioner and other Election

Commissioners’ (Appomtm

ent, Conditions of Service and - )
. tee consisting of the Prime

Term of Office) Act, 2023.

" Advocate ‘Prashant’ Bhus-.
han, representing the NGO,

submiitted: that -the law is

contrary to the Constitution
“bench judgnient, <in which
the top court had observed

the CJI presence in the pa
nel appointing the CEC and
ECs.To- this, the Supreme
Court _bench said, “Sorry,
 we cannot grant you interim .
relief in the matter.” .
“The CEC and other ECs
shall be appointed by the
* President on the recommen-
dation of a selection commit-

Minister as its chairperson; .
the: leader of Opposition in
the House of the people as
member; a Union Cabinet
aminister to be nominated by .
the PM as member.”
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