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‘Will publish details of poll

The Hindu Bureau

| JAMMU

. Chief Election Commis-
| sioner  Rajiv Kumar on

Wednesday said that the
Commission would share
details of electoral bonds
“in time” and asserted that
it believed in complete
transparency.

The State Bank of India
(SBI) was directed by the
Supreme Court to submit
the data by March 12.
“They have given us the
details in time. I will go
back and look at the data;

and would definitely dis- -

close it in time,” he said,
speaking in Jammu where
he was ending his nation-
wide ' visits - before: an-
nouncing the Lok Sabh

b

Rajiv Kumar addresses a press conference on poll preparedness for

'bonds ‘in time’, says CEC

4

the upcoming Lok Sabha election, in Jammu, P

Data on electoral bonds

Krishnadas Rajagopal i

NEW DELHI

" ‘The ‘State Bank of India

hand-delivered to EC: SBI

hand-delivered to the Elec-
tion Commission (EC). -
. The SBI said a total of

election schedule. e 22,217 electoral bonds

He said the Commission - (SBI) ‘on Wednesday  In: were  purchased - and
believed only “in disclo-  formed the Supreme Court 22,030 were redeemed by -
sure, disclosure and disclo-  that  details of electoral political ‘parties’ between
sure” to ensure high stan- ~ bonds anonymously pur-  April1, 2019, and February
dards of transparency, ‘chased by contributors 15,2024,

The  SBI 'has issued ' and encashed by political :
bonds worth 216,518 crore parties from April 2019 to . CONTINUED ON
in 30 tranches since 2018. February 15, 2024 were  »PAGE12

Data on electoral bonds

hand-delivered to EC: SBI

From April 1, 2019, to April 11 the same month
3,346 bonds were purchased and 1,609 were re-
deemed by parties, Between April 12, 2019, and
February 15, 2024, donors bought 18,871 bonds
and 20,421 were redeemed by parties, the SBI affi-

| davit said.

Though the Supreme Court had sought infor-
mation only from April 12, 2019, the bank said the
selling and Tedeeming of electoral bonds had
started from April 1. The EC has tima till March 15
to publish the information from the bank on its of-
ficial website, ;

The bank said it has shared information with
the EC about the dates of purchase of electoral
bonds, the names of purchasers and the denomi-
nation of the bonds, Similarly, the dates of encash-
ment of the bonds, names of political parties
which received the contributions and denomina-
tion of the bonds encashed were also provided.

'l'!'le bank has shown impressive alacrity in dj-
;;J]gn_g the information which was readily availa.

e toit.
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SC to hear plea to include
CJI on EC selection panel

/NGO tells Supreme Court that Centre can take ‘unfair advantage’ while filling two vacancies;

organisation asks the court to stay the new law on appointment of Election Commissioners

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
E lon Wednesday
agreed to urgently

hear on Friday a plea
which said the Centre
could take “unfair advan-
tage” while filling the two
vacancies of Election Com-
missioners (ECs) in the
Election Commission of In-

dia (EC) following the un- .

expected resignation of
Arun Goel ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna agreed
to list for hearing the plea
by NGO Association for De-
mocratic Reforms, which
said the new law on the ap-
pointments of ECs should
be put on hold.

The NGO said the Chief
Justice of India (CJT) should
be brought back on board

Matter of concern

The NGO's plea before the Supreme Court has asked for these

specific interventions

: @ Stay the implementation -
of Section 7 of The Chief
Election Commissionand * /|
other Election Commissions '

* (Appointment, Conditions of | =

- Service and Term of Office} ~ -
Act, 2023

= Direct the Union of India to
appoint the vacant positions
of Election Commissioners,

‘till the pendency of the

sein the Supreme Couirt,
accordance with the -

“Selection Commilttee laid

down by the Anoop Baranwal

“vs Unlon of India judgment

of March2023~

& Bring the CJibackon -
board the high-profile *
selection committee headed
by the Prime Minister for
appointment of ECs

the high-profile selection
committee headed by the
Prime Minister for appoint-
ments of ECs to the top poll
body as directed by a land-
mark Supreme Court judg-
ment in the Anoop Baran-
wal case of March 2, 2023.

. “Now, the Executive has
the ability to appoint two
Election Commissioners
which can give an unfair
advantage to the Execu-
tive. The role of the Elec-
tion Comrmission is critical
in ensuring free and fair

From Page One

I

| SCto hear plea to
include CJI on EC panel

The court had reasoned that

“fierce indepen-

dence, neutrality and honesty”
ce, | y” envisaged i
. Institution of the EC required an end ;go gol\r:etrz:ﬁ

ment monopoly and

“exclusive control” over a
pointments. However, the government h N

ad enact-

ed a new law ~ The Chief Election Commission

and other Election Co

mmissions (Appointment,

Conditions of Service and Term of Office]
Act
§g§3 - ]to countermarid the judgment. Th)e law
rep aped the CJI with a Cabinet Minister on
the selection committee, giving the Centre a d,
mh;nant role in the appointment Pprocess, 2
- Democracy is a facet of the basic structure

of the Constitution and

in order to ensure free and

fair elections and to maintain heall
thy democra
ine c;nusru ?;légtf?’ the }:;]lec;ilou Commission shoug
‘om politic;
fere?ice," the Ncogrogued. e
The application filed by the NGO also poj

out that the ECI at present was undel? [j;]:u;:;r:
charge of CEC Rajiv Kumar.

elections and therefore,
the appointments must al-
so be seen to be fair and
free from any bias or latch-
es to the government of
that time,” the organisa-
tion, represented by advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan and
Cheryl D’'Souza,
submitted.

~In Anoop Baranwal ver-
sus Union of India in March
last year; a Constitution
Bench headed by Justice
K.M. Joseph (now retired)
ordered the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
two ECs to be appointed by

" the President on the advice

tendered by a committee
of Prime Minister, Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha or the leader of the
single largest party in Op-
position and the CJI. !

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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Adhir seeks details on EC candidates

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Thursday’s meet-

ing of the selection com-
mittee to fill two vacancies
in the Election Commis-

sion, created by the sud- '

den resignation of Arun
Goel and superannuation

of Anup Chandra Pandey,

Congress leader = Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury has
written to the Law Ministry
seeking details on the shor-
tlisted candidates..

headed Dby
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, which will choose

comniittee,

- missioners
meeting,” Mr. Chowdhury

the two new Election Com-
missioners (ECs). A Union
Minister is the third mem-
ber of the panel.

- “I would request you to
make available the ‘dos-

sier’ containing biodatas of .

shortlisted candidates for
the post of Election Com-
before the

is learnt to have said in his
letter to Legislative Depart-

ment Secretary Rajiv Mani. -

 The selection commit-

. tee will peruse the names,
a,; on the shortlist prepared

by a search committee,

which' is headed by Law

Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal. The search panel,

which also includes the
Union Home Secretary and
the Secretary of the De-
partment of Personnel and
Training, will shertlist five
names for each vacancy.

With the dates for the
Lok Sabha election to be
announced soon, the Con-
gress has been -targeting
the government for reduc-
ing the EC to a one-man
body. :

- On Wednesday, Con-
gress leader Jairam Ra-

mesh alleged that the EC’s

independence had eroded
since the Modi-led govern-
ment came to power at the
Centre. “The EC has re-
fused to meet INDIA par-

ties on the issue of 100%
VVPATs [Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trails]. It is a
Constitutional body but its
independence has been se-
verely eroded since 2014,”
Mr. Ramesh said in a post
on X.

His comments came fol-
lowing reports that the pol-
ice in Jammu had detained
National Panthers Party
(NPP) chairman and form-
er minister Harsh Dev
Singh along with his sever-
al supporters for trying to
stage a protest outside Nir-;
vachan Bhawan in Jammu
against the “delay” in hold-
ing Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.
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ane - affidavit, the State
Bank. of India (SBI) on
Wednesday told  the

. Supreme Court that a total-

of 22,217 electoral bonds
were purchased by corpo-
rate  entitles
April 1, 2019 and February
15, this year, out of which:
22,030 were redeemed.: | -
In ‘its affidavit furmshed
to the apex court, the:SBI
said, as per the court's
direction, it has . made
available - the. details of

.electoral bonds to the -
Election Commission (EC)-

béfore the close. of husi-
ness hours on March.12;

. “In'comipliance with the
order of -the Supreme
. Court, please find a sealed

envelope ‘containing: the
‘above details in two PDF

files, one with details of .

_the purchasers of the élec-
toral -bonds and the ,other
file containing names: of

the pohtmal parties who’

have * encashed ' these
bonds with all the requi-

Seven-page compli-

‘between & i
'szte detaﬂs as’ per 'the

~Election-
~annexed with the aff1 -
“davit, furnished to'the poll-

SANIN0R.909 1

THE IN FO

® Names of the .

5 purchasers of electoral

_bonds -

.order...,” readsra letter
‘from .the_ SBI ' to .the
Cominission,

panel “at 4.15 PM on
.Tuesday.

The ai‘f1dav1t subm1tted
; Ifefore the top-court ‘said
- details, including the date:
of- purchase of each elec- -
.toral bond, the names of =

the purchaser ‘and  the

denomination of the bonds , L
© 8,346 electoral bonds were -
‘purchaeed and 1,609

purchased have been fur-

‘nished.:

The afﬁdawt .sworn by
8BI chalrman Dinesh
Kumar Khara, said the

bank has also furnished to

the EC details like the date
of encashment of the elec-

toral bonds, the names of .

- . encashed bonds

: of the electoral bonds .

n? rméﬂon on 22,217 electora]
*- Ven to EC, SBI tells S¢ -~

~ WILL SHARE INFO

® Names of the political
parties who have

@ Date of encashment

political - parties . that
* received the-contributions
and the’ denommations of
. the bonds. ;
“A total of 22,217 bonds

were purchased during-

the period from April 1,
2019- till February 15. At'
the time of collating the
" information for the. EC,
the details were. segregat—
‘ed as below,.,," it said. -
" The affidavit said

between April 1, 2019 and

“April 11, 2019, a total: of

redeemed:
It further said that from
Aptil 12, 2019 to February
15, a total of 18,871 “elec

toral bonds were pur- -

chased and 20,421 were
‘redeemed. L P8

[N TIME, SAYS

CCECKUMAR

. Jammu, Mar. 13; Chies

election commwswner»
(CEC) Rajiv Kilmar o
Wednesday . announced;
sharing detalls of elec.
toral:bonds “in time” ay and'
asserted that the commmql
" sion believed in comp1et 3 |
transparency.. :

his nationwide = vigits
ahead of the Lok Sabha:
- schedule
' ‘announcement, was

dasked whéfher the ECI

election-

‘would: be disclosing the

details' of the. eléctoral. 4
- bonds . purchased since
April 12, 2019 fo}lowmg a:
direction: from  the

_Supreme Court.

“The State Bank of Indla'

", (SBI) has issued electoral
‘bonds worth Rs 16,518

scheme in 2018,

INFORMATION ON 22,217 ELECTORAL BONDS GIVEN T0 EC, SBI TELLS SC

FROM PG 1

"The SBI  has ready-

records in which the date
of purchase, denomina-
tion and name of the
buyer -were recorded and
(in relation to the political -
parties), the date. of
encashment  :and . the
denominations of . the
bonds. encashed were
recgrded ! the affidavit
sai i

The affidavit said, in
compliance with the apex
court's - directions, a
record of this 1nformat10n
was made dvailable to the

*EC by hand delivery in

digital . form (password
protected) before the close
of business hours on
March 12. ;

The SBI said the afore-
said data has been fur-

“ nishedin respect of bonds

purchased and redeemed

between April 12, 2019 and
February 15.
"The: electoral bonds

~were sold and redeemed in

phases during this period
and phase IX started on
April 1, 2019. The number

- of" bonds set out .in the

application included (by
oversight) the bonds that
were. purchased durmg
the period commencing
April 1, 2019 and not from
April 12, 2019," it said.

The affidavit also con-
tains as an annexure a
copy of the letter as proof
of service of data sent by
the SBI to the Election
Commission. “The amo
unt of the electoral bonds
that were not encashed by
the political party within

- the validity period of 15

days during this period
have been transferred to
the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund.”

crore in 30.tranches since '
the.. inception ~of. the
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. Deglsion on J&K

pofis later: GEC

Srinagar: Chief Election

: Commtsﬂoner (CEC) Rajiv

Kumar. said on Wednesday that,

a final call on whether to hold

Lok Sabha and Assembly e!er.:-.
tions in" Jammu and Kashmir

simultaneously will be takfen
_after a review of the security
situation and feedback from all

- stakeholders. “We’re aware of
our duties.ani] responsibilities:
There should be no political
vacuum and elections for both
the Lok:Sabha and the-J&K

Assembly should be held as
T early as possible

on E(: on Friday

New De!hi The Supreme Court’
on Wednesday agreed to hear
on-March 15 aplea of an NGO
challenging the exclusion of the
= Chief Justice of India from a
panel meant for.selecting the
CEC and the election commis-
-sioners. A berich headed by
Justice Sanjiv Khanna took

hote of thé submissions of |

lawver Prashant Bhushan,

appearing for the NGO, |

Assocmtion for Democratic

Reforms, seeking urgent listing.

of the plea and said it will'be
listed on Friday: “l just got the
. message from the CJI that it
wnl[ be listed on Friday,” Justice
Kharma said

DNy
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Bond case: SCBA
flays chief for seeking
Presidential reference

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court Bar Association
(SCBA) has condemned
the views expressed hy its
President Adish C
Aggarwala in his letter to
President Droupadl
Murmu urging her to seek
presidential reference of
the apex court judgement
in the electoral bonds
scheme case,

Distanéing itself from Aggar-

wala's views, the executive -

committee of the bar body, in
its resolution issued on March
12, made it clear that the mem-
bers of the panel neither au-
thorised the.SCBA president
to write the létter nor support
the views expressed in the -
communication.

“It has become expedient
for the Executive Committee
of the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation to make it abun-
dantly clear that the mem-
bers of the committee have
neither authorised the Presi-
dent (Aggarwala) to write
any such letter nor do they
subscribe to his views as. ex- !
pressed therein.

“The Executive Commit:
tee of the Supreme Court Bar
Association further views
this act as well as the con-
tents therein as an attempt to
overreach and undermine
the authority of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India and
unequivocally condemn the
same,” the SCBA resolution
issued by its Secretary Rohit

Pandey said. The resolution

~ said the seven-page letter of
_Aggarwala appears to have

been written by him in his ca-
pacity as the Chairman of the

Al India Bar A$sociation.

“However, it is noticed

- that below his signature on

said letter he has inter-alia
mentioned his  designation

" as President of the Supreme

Court Bar ‘Association,” the
SCBA resolution said;

- 'The resolution was issted
after Aggarwala wrote to
President Murmu urging her
to seek presidential refer-
ence of the apex court judge-
ment in the electoral bonds
scheme case and not to give
effect to it unless the top
court has reheard the mat-
ter. The SCBA president, in
his letter, had said, “Reveal-
ing the names of corporates

~ that had contributed to dif-

ferent political parties would

-render the corporates vul-

nerable to victimisation.
Aggan wala said.if the judg-
ment. is given effect retro-

_ spectively by releasing all

sensitive information, it will
shatter “the reputatmn the
nation enjoys in the interna-
tional arena.”

The State Bank of India on
Tuesday evening submitted to
the Election Commission the-

_details of entities which had |
.burchased the now-scrapped

electoral bonds and political
parties which received them,
as it complied with the SC or-
der to furnish information,



Have given poll bond data to
EC in 2 silos, SBI chief tells SC

nhanaﬂiaif.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: State Bank of In-
dia on Wednesday informed
Supreme Court that it has giv-

ento Election Commission de- -

tailed information for past five
years on 22,217 electoral bonds
(EBs) in two silos — one relat-
ingtopurchasersand the other
relating to recipient political
parties — while remitting un-
cashed EB amounts to PM’s
National Relief Fund.

SBI chairman Dinesh Ku-
mar Kharafiled the affidavit in
compliance with SC’s March 11
order directing thebank — the

SBI was supposed to
‘ submit the data by
March 12. They have given
us the details in
time. I will go
back and look at
the data (and)
would definitely g
disclose it in time...
(EC believes in) disclosure,
disclosure, disclosure

=CEC Rajiv Kumar, In Jammu

sole authority to issue EBg
since 2018 when the scheme
was floated allowing anony-
mous corporate. donations' fo
political parties — to furnish
the details t6 EC by the close of

18871

business hours on Tuesday. He
said thedetailshavebeen given
to EC in digital form protected
by password.

The affidavit said a total of
22,217 EBs were purchased, of
which 22,030 wereredeemed by
recipient political parties, and
the balance 187 uncashed EB
amounts were transferred to
PMNRF as per the 2018 notifi-
cation floating the scheme.

SBI gave the details of pur-
chasers and recipients, with-
out pairing the identity of the
purchaser of a bond and that
of itsrecipient,

» 20,000 redemeed, P 21

s purchased from

- April 2009 to Feb 2024 of
‘which 20K redeemed: SBI

> FromP1

{4BI gave the details of
“ purchasers and recip-
./ fents in two silos, with-
out pairing the identity of
the purchaser of a bond and
thatof itsrecipient.
Thelargestbank, thesole
issuer of the bonds, said
from Apr 1, 2019, till Apr 11,
2019, atotalof 3,346 EBs were
purchased, of which less
than half, 1,609, were re-
deemed. Between Apr 12,
2019, and Feb 15, 2024, (the
date when the SC quashed
the EB scheme, declaring it
to be unconstitutional), a to-
tal 18,871 EBs were pur-
chased, but 20,421 were re-
deemed, meaning there by
the shortfall in redemption
of bonds in the earlier peri-

od were made up during the
later period. AllEBsaretobe
cashed by parties within 15
days. :
SBI said it had ready re-
cords “in which date of pur-
chase, denomination and
name of buyers wererecord-
ed, and (in relation:to politi-
cal parties) the date of en-
cashment and the denomi-
nation of the redeemed
bonds were recorded”.

The first cache of infor-
mation related to purchase
of each EB, name of pur-
chaserand denomination of
EB and the second cache of
data pertained to date of re-
demption of EBs, name of
political party receiving the
EB amount and the denomi-
nation of these redeemed
EBs.
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Iop court to hear plea on
Friday on appointment of
Election Commissioners

Times News NeTwork

\New Delhi: Supreme Court is
likely to hear on March 15 pet-
|itlons seeking appointment of
| election commissioners be done
| by a panel of the Prime Minister,
leader of opposition and the CJI
|asdirected by it last year and not
'as per the provision of Chief
Election Commissioner anq oth-
' er Election Commissioners (Ap-
pointment Conditions of Ser-
vice and terms of office)
Act whose validity isun- [
der challenge in court,

When _advocate |
Prashant Bhushan men- A
tioned the case for ur e
gent listing, Justice San:- aE
Jiv Khanna said that he
got a message from CJI's office
that the case would be listed on
Friday. - .

As Centre set the ball rolling
to fillup two vacant posts of elec-
tion commissioners, petitiong
have been filed by Association of

Democratic Reforms and Con- -

gress activist Jaya Thakur seek-
ing that the appointments be
done by SC-devised panel. The

Dpetitioners also challenged the
provisions of Chief Election
Commissioner and other’ Elec-
tion Commissionersg (Appoint-
ment Conditions of Service and
termsof office) Act whose validi-
ty is under challenge in court as
ber which the selection is to he

.done by the Prime Minister,

Union Cabinet minister, and the
Leader of Opposition;
a major decision to insy-

late the EC from govt's interfe-

rence, afivejudge constity-

4 tion bench of ‘the apex

court had on March 2in an
unanimous verdict, disap-
| broved the system of Cen.
tre appointing the mem-
| bers of poll panel and had
: ruled that selection of CEC
and ECs was be done by a three-
member committee of the PM,
LoPandthe CJI. :

The court had saig any per-
ception that “yes man”, appoint-
ed by Centre in the poll panel,
would decide the fate of democ-
racy has to be removed and the
commission should be made
“fiercely independent, honest,

- competentand fair”,
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22,217 poll bonds purchased

from Apr 1, 2019 to

NEW DELHI: The State Bank
of India (SBI) on Wednes-
day told the Supreme Court
that a total of 22,217
electoral bonds were
purchased by donors
between April 1, 2019 and
February 15 this year, out of
which 22,030 were re-
deemed by political parties.

Inacompliance affidavitfiledin - .

the apex court, the SBI said de-
tails, including date of purchase
of each electoral bond, the
. names of the purchaser and the
|'denomination of the honds pur-
| chased have been furnished to
' the Election Commission of In-
i dia as per the court’s direction,
| The affidavit filed by bank
{chairman Dinesh Kumar
| Khara said it has also furnished
| details like the date of encash-
: ment of the electoral bonds, the
i names of parties that received
| the contributions and the de-
{ nominations of the bonds.
“A total number of 22217
i bonds were purchased during
 the period April 1, 2019, till Feb-
‘ruary 15, 2024... The SBI has
 ready records in which the date

OND BREAK

bonds plrchased, 22,030
redeemed from April 1,
© 2019 and February 15

¥ The bonds not encashed
by the political party
within 15 days transferred
to Prime Minister’s

* National Relief Fund

of purchase, denomination and
name of the buyer were record-
ed, and (in relation to the politi-

cal parties) the date of encash- -

ment and the denominations of
the bonds encashed were re-
corded,” the affidavit said.

It said a record was given to
the commission by hand deliv-
ering in digital form (password
protected).

“As per [the] direction, the
date of purchase of each elec-
toral bond, the name of the
purchaser and the denomina-
tion of the electoral bond pur-

~chased has been furnished....

Feb 15: SBI

the date of encashment of the
electoral bonds, the name of
political parties who have re-
ceived the contributions and
the denomination of the said
bonds " has also been fur-
nished,” the affidavit said.

The affidavit also contains
as annexure a copy of the letter
as proof of service of data sent
by the SBI to EC.

“The amount of the electoral
bonds which were not enca-
shed by the political party
within the validity period of 15
days during this period have
been transferred to Prime Min-
ister’s National Relief Fund, as
per the Gazette notification
1n0.20 dated January 2, 2018,”
reads the letter sent by the SBI |
to the poll panel. :

In a landmark verdict deliv-
ered on February 15, a five- |
judge Constitution bench had
scrapped the Centre's electoral
bonds scheme that allowed !
anonymous political funding,
calling it “unconstitutional” |
and ordered disclosure by the
EC of donors, the amount do- |
nated by them and the recipi-
ents by March 13,

NEMNesy, Dayed: 11y, @09 ),

Row over appoin
court to hear pie

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
plea of an NGO challenging
of India from a panel meant
election commissioners. A bench hea
Khanna took note of the submissions of lawyer
Bhushan, appearing

tment of CEC: Apex
a of NGO tomorrow

Court agreed to hear on March 1_5 a
the exclusion of the Chief Justice
for selecting the CEC and thg
ded by Justice Sanjiv
Prashant
for the NGO, Association for Democratic

{ -listi atd it will be
Reforms, seeking urgentlisting of the plea and said it will be
listed on Friday. “1 just got the message from the CJI that it will

be listed on Friday,” Justice K

hanna said. The NGO challenges

the validity of a provision of the CtEO and ?ther Election
immissioners Act, 2023. Under the new 1aw,
ggnet includes the prime minister as the chairperson and the

leader of opposit

the selection

ion and a union minister nominated by the

PM are the two members of it. The NGO has moved thetop

court after EC Arun Goel

put in his papers recently.
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Plaintiff has no stake AIADMK rephes to EC notice

m SHANMUGHA SUNDARAM J

CHENNAI: Day after the Election
Commission (EC) issued a notice
seeking explanation regarding a
petition from one Suriyamoorthy,
who reportedly demanded the
Commission to freeze the symbol
until all the pending cases regard-
ing the symbol were disposed of, the
‘ATADMK leadership on Wednesday
responded to the Commission

- pointing out the plaintiff hasno .
stake in the party and his conten-
tion has no legal validity.

“We have made our stand clear in our
petition that Suriyamoorthy is not hold-
ing any position in the party nor a pri-
mary member. Hence, he has no right to
demand the Commission to freeze our
party symbol,” said a senior party func-

AIADMK general secretary Edappadl K Pa!amswaml atan lftar event
hosted by the party in Chennai on Wednesday

The leadership of the Dravidian ma-
jor had also pointed out the Madras
High Court order, dismissing O Pan-
neerselvam and three of his supporters

tmnary and an advocate, privy to the
development. The response was submit-
ted to EC on behalf of party general sec-
retary Edappadi K Palaniswami.,

agamst the party: general council meet-
ingon July 11, 2022, in which Palaniswa-
mi was elected as the general secretary

T ofthe party, in their response. They fur-

ther referred to the Supreme Court or-

“ der upholding the MHC’s order to build

up their strong position against Suri-
yamoorthy’s claims.

Palaniswami, while attendmg an If-
tar programme, said that certain forces
were trying their best to cause problems
to the ATADMK, but they would fail. Go-
ing by the history of the party, many
who betrayed the party faded away and
reduced to an insignificant place in the
political landscape in the state. . ¢

“He (O Panneerselvam) has been
speaking out of frustration,” said Pala-

~niswami while responding to Panneer-
-selvam’s remark that they would field

their candidates in the two leaves sym-
bol in the Lok Sabha polis.
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