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EC asks Supreme Court to
return sealed documents
of data on electoral bonds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A fivesjudge Bench of the
Supreme Court headed by
Chief Justice of India DY.
Chandrachud is scheduled
on Friday to hear an appli-
cation filed by the Election
Commission seeking the
return of electoral bonds’
documents handed over to
| the top court in a sealed
cover and sealed boxes on
| two occasions.

The EC, represented by
advocate Amit Sharma,
said the documents were
given to the court confi-
dentially in compliance
with two orders on April
12, 2019 and November 2,
2023, :

The application referred
to a direction issued on

March 11 by the Benchinits

order that the “copies of
the statements which were
filed by the EC before this
court would be maintained

in the office of the EC”,
The poll body said it had
handed over to the top
court a sealed cover, which
contained 106 sealed enve-
lopes, and then sealed box-
es containing a total of 523
sealed envelopes in two
tranches in pursuance of
the judicial orders of April
2019 and November 2023.
The EC said it had not
retained copies of these
documents. “The Election
Commission of India for-
warded the documents re-
ceived by it to this court in
sealed covers/boxes with-
out retaining any copies.

Documents/data/informa-
tion submitted by the Elec-
tion Commission of India
to this court in sealed cov-
ers/boxes may be returned
to it in order to enable the
Election Commission of In-
dia to comply with the di-
rections passed by the
court on March 11, 2024,
the application said.

On March 11, the five-
judge Bench refused an ex-
tension of time till June 30
for the State Bank of India
(SBD) to disclose the electo-
ral bonds’ purchase and
encashment details to the
EC. It was directed to pu-
blish the information
handed over by SBI on its
website by March 15.

The EC, in a statement
on Thursday, said it had
“uploaded the data on
electoral bonds on its web-
site as received from the
SBI on “as is where is ba-
sis” in furtherance of dis-
closure and transparency.

Gyanesh Kumar, Sukhbir Sandhu

appointed Election Comn

lissioners

Ex-bureaucrats were selected by panel headed by PM; Congress leader Adhir Ranjan submits dissent note, says shortlisted

names were given to him just 10 minutes before meeting; SC to hear pleas challenging the appointment procedure today

! The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

etired bureaucrats
RGyanesh Kumar
and Sukhbir Singh

Sandhu were appointed
Election Commissioners
on Thursday.

“The  President s
pleased to appoint Shri
Gyanesh  Kumar, - IAS
(Retd.} and Dr. Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu, IAS (Retd.)
as Election Commissioners
in Election Commission of
India with effect from the
date of assumption of
charge of their office,” a
Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
munique said.

A selection committee,
led by Prime’ Minister Na-
rendra Modi, had earlier
recommended their
names.

This is the first time that
the Election Commission-

f A
Former bureaucrats Gyanesh Kumar (L) and Sukhbir Sin gh Sandl

Y

hu

were appolnted as Election Commissioners on Thursday, An1

ers have been appointed in
accordance with the new
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023 brought in
by the government in De-
cember last year.
According to the Act, a
selection committee head-
ed by the Prime Minister
and comprising a Union

Minister nominated by the
Prime Minister and the
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha will select
members of the Election
Commission.

In the current commit-

" tee, Union Home Minister

Amit Shah is the Cabinet

~Minister and Adhir Ranjan

Chowdhury represents the
Opposition, being the Con-
gress leader of the House
in the Lok Sabha.

A

After the meeting, Mr.
Chowdhury told the media
that a total of six shortlist-
ed names had been shared
with him barely 10 minutes
before the meeting. The
other four names in reck-
'oning were Utpal Kumar
Singh, Pradeep Kumar Tri-
pathi, Indeevar Pandey,
and Sudhir Kumar Gangad-
har Rahat,

The Congress leader
said that late on Wednes-
day night, a list of 212
names had been shared
with him. He also said that
he had submitted a dissent
note, “If the Chief Justice of
India [GJ1) had been there,
it would have been a diffe-
rent matter,” he said,

He was referring to the
Supreme Court ruling in
March 2023, which said
that the selection commit-
tee should comprise the
PM, the Leader of Opposi-

tion in the Lok Sabha and
the CJ1. The court had said
the order would hold good
until a law was made by
Parliament, ;

Till the SC ruling, Elec-
tion Commissioners and
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) had been ap-
pointed by the President
after recommendations of
the government.

The election panel is
currently led by CEC Rajiv
Kumar., The two Election
Commissioners were ap-
pointed following vacan-
cies in the poll panel
caused by the retirement
of Anup Chandra Pandey
on February 15 and the re-
signation of Arun Goel on
March 9.

The Supreme Court had
listed for urgent hearing on
Friday petitions challeng-
ing the appointment pro-
cedure under the new law.
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Poll bonds: 22 firn
donated over T100 cr.,
highest sha

Election Commission publishes data received from SBI; lottery magnate's

BJIP got

from Page One

Poll bonds: 22 firms
donated over T100 cr:

The All India Trinamool Congress received
11,609.50 crore (12.6%), followed by the Congress,
which received ¥1,421.9 crore (11.1%), the second
and third biggest parties in terms of encashment
during the period. The Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(9.5%), Biju Janata Dal (6.1%), and Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (5%) were the other parties which
encashed more than 500 crore worth of electoral
bonds during this period. Overall, 22 donated
| more than %100 crore during this period. Megha
Engineering and Infrastructures Limited (MEIL),
headquartered in Hyderabad, was second on the
list, having donated 7966 crore. Western UP Pow-
er Transmission Company, which is also part of

firm, which was under ED scanner; is the single largest donor at 71,368 ¢

The Hindu Data Team
CHENNAI

uture Gaming and
Hotel Services PR,
a. whose managing di-
rector is lottery magnate
Santiago Martin, was the
single largest donor to pol-
itical parties between April
12, 2019 and January 24,
2024, according ‘to the
electoral bonds data re-
leased by the State Bank of
India and published by the
Election Commission on
Thursday, on the orders of
the Supreme Court.

The firm donated a cum-
ulative sum of ¥1,368 crore
through electoral bonds
during this period. Inci-

dentally, the Enforcement -

Directorate had. attached
%411 crore in the bank ac-
counts of this firm and oth-

MEIL group of companies, donated 3220 crore.
The other firms in the top 10 donor list for this
! period were: Qwik Supply Chain (3410 crore), Hal-

Top recipients

The Bharatiya Janata Party encashed electoral bonds Worth
6,060 crore, the highest among all parties

Bharatiya Janata Party

All India Trinamool Congress
Congress

Bharat Rashtra Samithi

Biju Janata Dal

DMK

 dia Energy (3377 crore), Vedanta (¥375.65 crore),
| Essel Mining and Industries (¥224.45 crore), Bhar-
| ti Airtel (%198 crore), and Keventer Foodpark Infra
| (%195 crore).

Other major buyers include Grasim Industries,
: Piramal Enterprises, Torrent Power, DLF Com-
REE mercial Developers, Apollo Tyres, Lakshmi Mittal,
Edelweiss, PVR, Sula Wine, Welspun, and Sun
Pharma. In total, electoral bonds worth over
212,155 crore were purchased by donors in this pe-
riod and more than 12,769 crore were encashed
by all parties during the same time. ;

Value in % crore

2000 4000 6000 | Bonds’ serial numbers undisclosed

er companies in March
2022 and had later filed a
prosecution  complaint
against it under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act, 2002 before the
PMLA Court, Kolkata on
September 9, 2023.
Among parties, the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party en-
cashed electoral bonds.

The information was put in the public domain by
worth %6,060.5 crore — the | the EC on Thursday, after SBI disclosed the data
highest among all parties— ©n Tuesday. The Supreme Court had directed the
within this period. In fact, EC to host this information on its website by Fri-
the BJP’s share of the total day, which it did on an “as is where is” basis.

bonds encashed by parties ~ “In compliance of Hon’ble Supreme Court’s di-

was over 47.5%.

rections... The Election Commission of India has
today uploaded the data on electoral bonds on its
website as received from SBI on ‘as is where is ba-

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12 sis’,” the EC said in a statement. The information
RETURN DOCUMENTS: EC uploaded on the EC website showed that the SBI
» PAGE 13 shared two sets of data: one with the name of the

purchaser of each electoral bond, the date of pur-
chase, and the denomination of the bond; and
another with the name of the political party, date
and denomination of bonds encashed. The data
supplied by SBI does not include the serial num-
bers of the bonds.

(With inputs from Sreeparna Chakrabarty in New
Delhi) :
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Panel recommends
simultaneous polls

To synchronise the elections, the Ram Nath Ko-
vind Committee has suggested that the President,
through a notification issued on the first sitting of
the Lok Sabha post general elections set an ‘Ap-
pointed Date’. This date would mark the begin-
ning of the new electoral cycle.

State Assemblies, which are formed after the
‘Appointed Date’ and before the completion of the
Lok Sabha’s term, would conclude before the sub-
sequent general elections. After this, election to
the Lok Sabha and all State Assemblies would be
held simultaneously.

The panel recommended that fresh elections
could be held to constitute a new Lok Sabha in the
event of a hung House or a no-confidence motion,
or any such event but the tenure of the House will
be “only for the unexpired [remaining] term of
the immediately preceding full term of the
House”. When fresh elections are held for Legisla-
tive Assemblies, then such new Assemblies — un-
less sooner dissolved — shall continue up to the
end of the full term of the Lok Sabha.

To effect these changes, the panel has recom-
mended amendments to Article 83 (duration of
Houses of Parliament) and Article 172 (duration of
State legislatures) of the Constitution. “This con-
stitutional amendment will not need ratification -
by the States,” the committee noted in its report.

Ratification by States
The panel recommended suitable amendments to
Article 324A of the Constitution to allow simulta-
neous elections in panchayats and municipalities;
and Article 325 to allow the Election Commission
(EC), in consultation with State election authori-
ties, to prepare a common electoral roll and voter
1D cards. Both these constitutional amendments
would require ratification by the States, the report
said, Presently, the EC is responsible for Lok Sab-
ha and Assembly polls, while local body polls for
municipalities and panchayats are managed by
State election commissions.

In all, 18 amendments to the Constitution and
other statutes have been suggested.

‘Burden on the government’

“Now, several elections are being held every year.
This casts a huge burden on the government, busi-
nesses, workers, courts, political parties, candi-
dates contesting elections, and civil society at
large,” the panel said, adding, “the government
must develop a legally tenable mechanism to res-
tore the cycle of simultaneous elections”.

The committee has crafted its recommenda-
tions in such a way that they are in accordance
with the spirit of the Constitution and would re-
quire bare minimum amendments to the Consti-
tution, an official statement said after the report
was handed over to President Murmu.

The committee had reached out to 62 political
parties out of which 47 responded — 32 in support
of holding elections simultaneously, 15 against it.
The BJP and the National People’s Party were the
only two national parties that supported the
move. :



Deccan U,\wdnm;\@_
Dored: 1L5-0R. 20D,

EC UPLOADS "
ELECTORAL BOND
DETAILS AHEAD OF
DEADUINE

FROMPG1

Anil Agarwal's Vedanta, ITC
Mahindra and. Mahindra.
Vedanta- Ltd bought Rs 398
crore worth of bonds. Steel
magnate Lakshmi - Niwas'
Mittal bought Rs 35 crore
worth of bonds in his individ-
ual capacity.

According to a news agency
Reuters a company named
Prudent Electoral Trust raised
$272 million since its creation-
in 2013, funnelling roughly 75
per cent of, the total money to
the BJP.

“While Prudent does not dis-
close how donations made by
individual corporate donors
are distributed, Reuters used
public records from 2018.to
2023 to track flows from some
of India’s largest companies.
Eight of India’s biggest busi-
ness groups donated at least
$50 million- in total between
2019 and. 2023 to the trust,;
which then issued cheques for-
corresponding amounts to the
BJE,” according to the Reuters
analys1s :

- The volummous data gives
out the details of electoral
bonds purchased by compa-
nies and individuals, along
with - their identities and
amounits, and the list of politi-
cal parties that redeemed the
bonds and the -encashed
amounts. However, it misses
out on the much-sought-after
data on which party redeemed
the electoral bonds of which-
company or person. ;

“In compliance . with the
Supreme Court's directions,
contained in its orders dated
February 15 and March 11, the
SBI provided the data‘per'tai_n--
ing .to the electoral bonds to
the EC on March .12, The EC
has today uploaded the-data on
electoral bonds on its website
as received from the SBI on an
as is, where is'basis."The data:
received from SBI' can be
accessed: : : ‘at
https://www.eci.gov.in/candi-
date-polltlcalparty.”_ the EC
said. - mnlss

The data from Aprll 12, 2019

tilt January 11, this year, has
been uploaded in two parts.
Part one has 337 pages with'
columns about the date of pur- |
chase, purchaser's name and |
.denomination. Part.two has |
426 pages mentioning the date
of encashment, name of the
political party and denomina-
‘tioh. There is no mention of |
the specially coded numbers |
on the bonds to link the bond |
to a purchaser; hence, it is 1ot |
Dossihle to know which party
redeemed the bonds of whmh
Companies.
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P; "KS SUKHBIR SANDHU!
PANEL PICKS SUKHBIR SANDHL,
GYANESH KUMAR AS NEW ECS

VINEETA PANDEY |DC
NEW DELH], MAR. 14

.The committee led by
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Thursday

selected former bureau-
crats Sukhbir Sandhu
arid Gyanesh Kumar as
the two new election
commissioners, against

the vacancies created
by the retirement of
Anup Chandra Pandey
on February 14 and the
sudden resignauop of
Arun Goel last Friday.
The selection of the two

- officers -comes a day-

before the Supreme
Court is to hear peti-
tions challehging the

' -Bo}h

selection process of

e IAS. officteir‘ls

ng to the 1988 batch.
}\3119110 gSu,khbiar ~ Singh
Sandhu is from the
Uttarakhand cadre a-nci
had served in the .
National ' ‘nghwqys_
Authority and the min-
istry of education. #i P7.

' PANEL PICKS SUKHBIR
_},SANDHU,- .GYANESH o
KUMAR AS NEW ECs

FROM PG 1
" Mr Kumar isa Kerala
- cadre IAS officer who
hails. . from

: tepu_re in' the

oversaw the abrogation’

of Article 370 in 2019 as
additional Secretary. He
had also served as Co0p-
* eration secretary; -
ey . Wwere picked,
from . six names that
were shortlisted, that
* also had Utpal Kumar
Singh, Pradeep Kumar
Tripathi, . Indevar
Pandey Sudhir Kumar
and Gangadhai Rahate;

all former bureaucrats, -

details of
-meeting,
Congress’s’ leader in
- the' Lok Sabha Adhir
" Ranjan Chowdhury
said hé had submitted a
-dissent note over' the
brocess, adding that the
government had
amended the law to
keep the Chief Justice
of India out of the
Process. He said the

Giving the
he: "~

CJI's presence needed’

for Neutrality
transparency as

and
the

‘governmient
- one it wanted due o Aa
. majority

: ) Uttar -
Pradésh. During his

" heads the
“Imittee; apart from the
- LoP or the leader of the

chose the

in the com-
mittee, The previous
meeting to pick an 'EC*
had been deferrag.
“When : Mr (Arun)
Goel was appointed,
the Supreme Court had -
made g ‘lightning
speed” remark, He
came at lightning speed

-and- left with’ digital

speed,” Mr Chowdhury
added. . - ;
The PM-led commit-

: ‘tee had two ministers -
" Union ‘home minister

Amit Shah and law
minister . Ajrun
Meghwal, - who ‘also
search com-

largest - Opposition
barty in the Lok Sabha.
Mr. Chowdhury said he.

- had asked for the list of
.the shortlisted candi-

dates,” ‘which he got
barely hours Dbefore the
Imeeting, while the final

list of six candidates

~ came 10 minutes before

the .meeting, which
gave him little time to
check about the candi-
dates. -
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f the State Election Commlsslon, students
O 0on EVMs on a demonstration vehicle, at

in Anna Nagar, on Thursday.

Panel backs proposal for
simultaneous elections

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI; MAR. 14

The high-level commitiee

on simultaneous elections

headed by former Presi-

dent Ram Nath Kovind on

Thursday submitted its-.
report - to . President

Droupadi Murmu, back-

ing the “one nation one

election” concept.’ :

. The 18,626-page report.
.recommended simultane-
ous elections for the Lok
Sabha and state Assemb-
lies as the first step, fol-
. lowed by synchronised
. local body polls within 100
days-of the parliamentary
and Assembly elections.
The committee has recom-

" pThe committee recom- - -
. mended that fresh elec-

tions could be held in the

. event of a hung House or a

no-confidence motion.
Where fresh elections are
held for-the Lok Sabha, its,
tenure will be only for the
unexpired term. ~ -

.mended that there be a

single electoral roll and
electoral - photo 1dent1ty
cards (EPIC) for use in
elections to all the three
tiers of government.

- The committee recom-
~mended that fresh elec--
-tions could be held to con-

stitute-a new Lok Sabha in

- the event of a'hung House
or-a no-confidence motion,
or any such event. Where -

“fresh elections are held for
the Lok Sabha, the tenurs

. of the House will be “only

- for the unexpired (remain-
ing) term- of the immedi-

“ately preceding full term’

of the: House” the report

said.

When fresh elect1ons are
held for state Assemblies,
then such new Assemblies
-- unless sooner dissolved -
- shall continue up to the
end of the full term of the
Lok Sabha.

-To bring into force such
a mechanisin, Article 83
(duration of Houses of Par-
liament) and Article 172
(duration of state legisla-
tures) need to be amended,

:the committee said.
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I BJP TMC blggest beneﬁcmrles of now—scrapped scheme |

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELH! MAR 14

"Aday befo_re ,the Supre_me
Court’s deadline to, make
public all the data related
:to electoral bonds. ends,
the Election Comimnission
uploaded on its website

- the files provided to it by .
the State Bank of India.

(SBI).

‘As per reports, the BJP
received the highest amo-
.unt of over %6,061 crore
through . electoral bonds,
“while the Trinamul Cong-
ress got-T1,610 crore. The

.:ItS tenu W

Congress, the maJor nata-'

onal party, received 1,422

-crore. The others in the

list are Bharat. Rashtra
Samithi  (BRS) (1,215
crore), the Biju Janata Dal
(776 crore). The .other
beneficiaries. include the

‘DMK, the AIADME, .the

Shi\.,r Sena, th‘e-YSR--Congr-
ess ' Party, the Telugu
Deasm Party, the NCP, the
RJD and the SP. -~

¥ The committee recommended that fresh elections could

. be held in the event of a hung House or a no-confidence. -
motion. Where fresh ‘elections are held for the Lok Sabha, :
be onl y for the unexpl ed __t ;

Some of the promment
buyers of the bonds were
companies like Future Ga-
ming and Hotél Services
(Z1,350 crore), which was

-probed by: the Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED) in

March 2022, This company - X
_have put their money in

bought EBs under two dif-
ferent sets of companies.

“Another major donor was:

Megha Engineering and
Infrastructure (& 966

crores) which was recent-
ly -awarded large -infra-.

_ structure projects. Qwik
-Supply Chain Pvt Ltd &

410" = crore),  Vedanta
Limited - (400 crore),
Bharti Group (% 247 crore),
Essel .  Mining. and.

Industries (3224 crore) are

some: of the biggest pur-

‘chasers: of the bonds. In

fact, almost all corporates,’
working in all sectors,

bonds - from steel tycoon
Lakshmi Mittal to billion-
aire Sunil Bhart1 Mittal's

- Airtel.
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Ex-IAS officers Gyanesh Kumar,

Sukhbir Sandhu name

BOTH RETIRED IN JAN THIS YEAR

| Gyanesh Kumar

Adhif Dissents,
‘ot 6 Names 10
Mins Before Meet’

harti.lain@timesgroup.com .

New Delhi: Former 1AS offi-
cers Gyanesh Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu were
appointed as election commis-
sioners on Thursday and will
hit the ground running with
the Election Commission set

to announce poll dates for Lok

Qabha and four state assem-
blies.

The two appointments
were approved by the PM-led
selection committee at ameet-
ingon Thursday afternoon, at-
tendedbyhomemmister Amit
Shah and leader of Congress
in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan

d ECs

Sulhbir Siagh
-Sandhn | Retired
as Ukhand chief
secy, laid ground
for UCC bill in state. !
Has held posts of addl secy
in HRD ministry and NHAI
chairman, Holds MBBS, LLB
and MA (history) degrees.
Currently secretary, Lo

| Kerala-cadre
officer from UP.
Retired as seCy i
(cooperation) in :
Jan. As MHA jt secy, handled
scrapping of Axt 370, Oversaw
Ram temple trust formation.
BTech from IIT Kanput, PGin
economics from Harvard

g -_oﬂiefs in shortlist | Utpal Kr Singh, pradeep Kr Tripathi, Indevar
pandey, Sudhir Kr Gangadhar Rahate — all former bu_reaucrats :

Chowdhury as the other two
members. Chowdhury put up
4 dissent note raising ques-
tions over the procedure for
appointment of the two EC
members, calling it a “mere
formality” as he was given a
shortlist of six candidates
“just 10 minutes before the

meeting”. . 5 5
The two vacancies Wwere

.caused due to completion of

Anup Chandra Pandey’s ten-
re in February upon turning
@5 and the sudden resignation
of Arun Goelon March8.

pContd on inner book, P8

No decision yet on
who would succeed
-CEC Rajiv Kumar

p FromP1 il

';»:“:(}"umar and Sandhu be-
1< long to the 1088 batch
£ % of IASand had super-
annuated in Jan; the latter,
though, wasona six-month
extension. !
Giventhatboth wereap-
pointed as EC members on
the same day, it remains to
be seen who will succeed
chief election commission-
er Rajiv Kumar whose ten-
ureends in Feb 2025. As per
convention, the senior-
most election commission-
er is appointed as the CEC,
and seniority is counted
from the day of themember
joiningthe commission.
Sources indicated that
the clue as to who is senior
of the two may lie in the
notification of their ap-
pointment. The law minis-
try notification named Ku-
mar first, and sources said
this indicated that he

would be senior to Sandhu,
making him nextinline for
the CEC'’s post by the se-
niority principle.

Kumar, anIASofficer of
Keralacadre, retiredassec-
retary, ministry of cooper-
ation, on Jan 3L He will
have a five-year tenure till
Jan 2029, when he turns 5.
Sandhu, who belongstothe
Uttaraithand cadre, will
haveatenureof four-and-a-
half years until July 2028.
He had retired as chief sec-
retary of Uttarakhand and
had earlier servedas NHAI
chairman.

Kumar was in chargeof
theKashmirdivision inthe

‘ home ministry when Arti-

cle 370 was nullified in
J&K. He was also part of
MHA's dedicated desk for
Ayodhya case-related mat-
ters,;and was involved in
formation of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
KshetraTrust.



The Times &- TvdSe, 3

Panel for simultaneous po
in 2 stages, with cutoff date

2 Amendments 5w, WHAT & WHEN OF JOINT ELECTIONS

Needed, One For
States To Ratify

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: In an ambitious
move to reconfigure the elec-
toral system, the high-level
committee on ‘One Nation
One Election’ has recom-
mended moving to asynchro-
nised poll mechanism for all

1n 2 stages, says panel report.
Step 1: Simultaneous polls to
be held for Lok Sabha, state
assemblies. Constitutional
amendment needed, but no

Siep 2: Local body polls to be
held within 100 days of LS &
assembly elections. Amendment
for this will require ratification
by at least half the states.

ratification by states required. |

notification, bring simultaneous
polls into force on the date

held after this date will
ve tenure only till next Lok
Sabha elections (which will
simultaneous)

After legislative changes are

three tiers — Parliament, | How will a cutoff date be of first sitting of Lok Sabha undertaken, President will
state assemblies and local | fixed and varying assembly after a general election. This notify the .w.uuom_:mn_ date’
P-EDIT PAGE; One Nation, tenures adjusted? becomes the ‘appointed date’. | o the first day the newly
Many Poles, Outer bk, P12 President will, through a Assemblies for which elections | elected LS sits

bodies — and laid out a clear
roadmap in a bid to improve
governance and reduce dis-
ruptions caused by frequent
polls,

The plan for synchronisa-
tion of elections is to transi-
tion in two stages by first
combining the date for as-
sembly and parliamentary
polls; and, as the second step,
holding elections for pan-
chayats and municipal bod-
ies within 100days of the gen-
eralelections.

The switchover, however,
will be a time-consuming ex-
ercise. Centre can move to si-
multaneous Lok Sabha and
assembly polls throughacon-
stitutional amendment,
without having to get it en-
dorsed by state legislatures,
but synchronising local body

polls will need the concur-
renceof atleasthalf thestate
assemblies. Accordingly,
some  consensus-building
may be required as several
states will see their five-year
terms cutshort whenever the
change is implemented.

PM Narendra Modi's
backing for the plan, which
culminated in constitution
of the committee, means BJE,
if it returns to office, can
push through the amend-
ments with its implementa-
tion likely to be promised in
its election manifesto this
time. BJP-led NDA also has
govts in more than half the
states.

Less than 200 days since it
was set up on Sept 2 last year,
thecommittee, headed by for-
mer President Ram Nath Ko-

vind, submitted its report to
President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday, underlining the
keenness to move ahead with
thechange.

Members of the commit-
tee included home minister
Amit Shah, former Jeader of
opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, 15th Fi-
nance Commission chair-
manN K Singh, former secre-
tary general of Lok Sabha
Subhash Kashyap, senior ad-
vocate Harish Salve, former
CVC Sanjay Kothari, law
minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal(aspecialinvitee)andlaw
secretary Niten Chandra.

Once in place, the new
mechanismissupposedtoen-
sure that frequent disrup-
tionsin decision-making and
the cost of conducting multi-

ple elections are avoided.
“Certainty is important for
decisions, central to good
governance which leads to
faster development. On the
other hand, uncertainty in-
variably leads topolicy paral-
ysis,” the committee said.

“Given that till 1967, the
firstthreeelections wereheld
simultaneously, the commit-
tee is of the view that the
move will only help restore
the original structure. It has
borrowed from the practice
in Rajya Sabha where the
termof amemberreplacinga
member who could not com-
plete his full term is not the
full six years but for the “un-
expired period”, a source
said.

»-Will not impact, P8
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Change won't impact

> FromP1

t the same time, the

. % change will not impact

[ % thebasic framework of
the Constitution whileensur-
‘ing that elections, either to
Lok Sabha or Vidhan Sabhas,
are only held if asplit verdict
results in a hung House or in
caseof agovtlosingano-con-
fidence motion. And, when
mid-term polls do take place,
the committee has recom-
mended that itshould only be
done for the remaining perl-
od of the five-year term, SO

| that the cycle remains syn-

In cases where election in
a state is not held along ﬂ.»E
the LS polls, the Election

Commission can seek a -

change of date for the as-
sembly polls.

But the tenure of thestate
assemblywillbelessthanfive
years to ensure that the over-
all schedule remains syn-
chronised, the panel said.
Apart from the legal amend-
ments, rolling out the process
will also entail logistical
changes, starting with com-
mon electoral rolls and a sin-
gle voter ID for all elections.
Besides, the EC will have to
procure equipment such as
EVMs, VVPATSs and work out
amore elaborate security de-
Eo_.‘BmsEku.

Constitution
WHO'S FOR, WHO'S @%mmw ”

Parties Opposed to Shultaneous W j
Polls; AAP, BSP, CPM, Congress,
AIUDF, Trinamool Cong, AIMIM,
CPI, DMK, NPF, SP, MDMK, VCK
and CPI (ML), §

Not Responded: NG, Indian Union
Muslim League, JMM, Kerala
Congress (M), NCP, RID, RLP,
RSP, SDP, TDP, YSRCP, RLD, SAD
(Simranjit Mann}

i Fasyour: BIP, NPP, AIADMK,
AJSU, Apna Dal, AGP, BID, 1D(U),
MNF, LIP, NPP, NDPP, Shiv Sena,
SKM, SAD, UPPL, PMK

» Manila Cong, Bharatiya
Samaj Party, GNLF, HAM, IMKM

IPFT, RLISP, MGP, Nishad Party,
Rashtrawadi Cong Party (Ajit
Pawar), DPAP
former Clis consulted, all infa- A o
Sn:.,ﬁmommo_umx%mmﬂw_mwa_w: /an rhursday
Gogoi, SA Bobde an - - o P
ormer Chlef Justices Munishwar Nath Bhandari, opposed it, g
Quﬂm__ﬁn Three uﬁwﬂnznm mxcm ‘of Madras HC; Ramesh engagement and diverse
o“& AP wsaqﬂ.an:_& D Dhanuka, ex-Cl of Bombay HC democratic opinions
Justice of Delhi HC: Sarjib > As of Feb 28, 2024 the website | >On Jan’, 20242 fotice
Banerjee, ex-CJ of Madras HC; feedback analysis garnered various newspapers inv
GC Gupta, ex-CJ of Calcutta HC 5,232 responses. 3,837 suggestions, resulting ina
. n mcluded: Justi supported the idea, while massive m.mw.n“mnmo “.M “ww*.__..noa
Those in favour Justices | 525 4t signal ini
Rohiri, exC of cw_:._%md He: siderable endorsement the general public, eminent
D Bhosale, xCl of A ; m.ww c_._mm Nation, One Election personalities, and political

HC: Rajendra Menon, ex-CJ of Del-

Al £3% (13,395) of
hi HC; Pradeep Nandrajog, ex-CJ parties. In fact,

» In a public consultation, 154 e public ralsed their vo

. Dhi i , | postal responses were received
T on | oo aon one S | I STy e o
roposal 1 i
ex-C azﬁ%&mg Prakash “S n dthoidea, and a5 | agalnst simultaneous elections
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Gaming Future? G;
'Who Placed A 1,394cr Poll Bet

Santiago Martin's Future Gaming, Largest Buyer Of Poll Bonds, Claims
To Also Have Business Interests In Healthcare, Education, Hospitality

at Gambler

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

¥ ust who's Santiago Mar-
E- tln:‘ %atsoxéof t:compg- Doriof/ Ty, Zydus Healthcare Ltd
ny is Future Gamingan c e &
HotelServices Ltd? When IFB Agro Industries Ltd Westwell Gases Private Ltd
EC uploaded thelist of those | Df Reddys‘l;abs ; Kaypee Enterprises
who bought electora] bonds, | Prarambh Securities Pvt Ltdown A/C Rashmi Metaliks Ltd

those looking for names of

Properties under the Preven.
tion of Money Laundering
Act. In a press release in

May last year, ED claimed Including healthcare, educa: Pyt Ltd throws up
Martin and his firms made tion, hospitality, and real es- an address near
unlawful gains with a corre. tate using his benami and | Kallash Cinema
sponding loss to govt of Sik. relatives and his ‘loyal’ staff “Chowk, Rajendra
kim to the extent of Rs 910 His latest trouble was in

crore by - inflating. the

: : Ludhiana. But when

prize-winning tickets claim tributor, Arunjot Singh Sod.
for the period from April 1,  hi, moved Punjab ang Harya. | TOIvisited the place,
2009 to Augal, 2010, nahigh court in Auglastyear, | there was no office

In 2015, the ED officials alleging a Rs 000-crore loitery | Of Future Gaming at
seized Rs 100-crore cash scamina year in Punjab. Sod- | that address s Cidliasa noln :
stacked inahouse in Siliguri hiaccused the Punjab govt of |- T e S
in.North Bengal, which was making tailormade policies There was nio signboard of the firm on the building |

meant for Bihar elections,

In 2019,.raids were con- .

ducted by 1T department on
70 premisesof Martin across
the country. Martin was ar.
rested for his alleged 1llegal
activities and detained in
Vellore orison in 2012,

THOSE WHO Con

TRIBUTED X20CR-X100CR

Martin's immovable assets,
he widened his empire by in-
vesting in various sectors,

Punjab where a lottery dis-

for Martin's Future Gaming, *

The Punjab govt in-
formed high court on Jan 24
this year that the additional
director-general of police
(law and order) is investigat-
ing the allegations made by
Hetitioner Sodhi.

i : Torrent Pharmaceuticals Ltd Welspun Corp Ltd
e al :;rﬁ_gggraqsﬁ‘: ‘;fgr:es't‘ Rashmi Cement Ltd MSN Pharmachem Pyt Ltd
contributor was this some- | Sri Siddharth Infratech & Services(l) Kalpataru Projects International Ltd
what obscure companydm PvtLtd & : Authum Investment And Infrastructure Ltd
Future Gaming — headed Infina Finance Private Lt DILF Luxury H t
by ‘lottery king' Santiago NCE Ltd Sl HL:: uxLur;c Lr:;nes o
Martin, whose latest brush o Lae
with the law seemed to bea | Natco Pharma Ltd 4 Honour Lab Ltd
court case in Punjab. Divis Laboratories Ltd IRB MP Expressway Pvt Ltd
Future Gaming bought Navayuga Engineering Company Ltd KR Raja Jt :
Rs 1,394 crore worth of electo. . ¥
ral bonds between April 2019 | The Ramco Cements Ltd 54 | | Laxmidas Vallabhdas Asmita Mercha 5
and Jan 2024, The company, | Modern Road Makers Pvt Ltd 53 Maatha Projects LLP 25
with its headquarters in Aurobindo Pharma Ltd 52 | | Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd %
E;’ﬂ??;ﬁ;%;ﬁéﬁ R;’f‘ﬂ‘;‘é": United Phosphorus Indla LLp 50 | [ Prathmesh Constriction %
turnoverof Rs 20,000 crore., Ms S N Mohanty ; 45 | [ Mankind Pharma Ltd FZ]
Future Gaming, formerly | PCBL Ltd 45 Vardhman Textiles Ltd 22
Martin Lottery ~Agencies, Rithwik Profects Private Ltd 45 || HES Infra Pvt Ltd n
Siaw oy colent In . (¢ 0L tructure Private Ltd “ It
dia’s lottery industry It asmal Infrastructure Private L7 Hitech Private Ltd 2
claimsto have paid Rs 6,000cr- | Transways Exim Private Ltd 42 Siddhi Trading 22
ore in GST to West Bengal | Laxmi Civil Engineering Services pr 40 | (WPILLtd 3 LR
gﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ:‘;m - | PHL Finivest vt Ltd _ 40 || K Raheja corp vt L1d 2
has been fuelled by “relent. | SEPC Power Pyt Ltd Operation Reten 40 1) Baja] Finance Ltd 2
less innovation and market | Shirdi Sal Electricals Ltd 40 Balu Iron & Steel Company 20
research”, as well as a “pio- Cipla Ltd 39 1) BKC Properties Pt Lid 2
:‘;’g‘é&’:ﬁ:ﬁ’ﬁ%ﬁt{g Bharti Telemedia Ltd 37 | | Chander Commercials Pyt Ltd 2
winning trust and enhancing . | Lakshmi Niwas Mittal |35 || Finolex Cables Ltd 2
transparency in abusiness of- NexG Devir;es PvtLtd 35 Hero Motocorp Ltd 20
te“;:?ﬁe; h;;"%gti;l:g;“-e Phillips Carbon Black Ltd 35 [ HH Iron And Steel Private Ltd 2
claims husingss %teresl‘.s in | Piramal Enterprises Ltd 35 Intas Pharmaceuticals Ltd 20
healthcare, education, hos- |Safal Goyal Realty LLP 35 ||interglobe Real Estate Ventures pvt Ltd 20
pitality and real estate pro- | Swal comporation Ltd 35 [[1K Cement Ltd 2
Zﬁ?ﬁ'&i‘éﬁf iuaﬂadmlgfﬁt UltraTech Cement Ltd 3 ||Kova And Company Constriictionied |29
ple. A philanthropy arm, | Crescent Power Ltd 34| Lucina Land Development Ltd 20
Martin Foundation, claims Genus Power Infrastructures Ltd 2 34 | Marut] Suzuki Indla Ltd 20
it;; ‘l::r\:;ﬁiét&?&‘ggbaﬂne Grasiim Industrles Ltd 33 | [PRL Developers Private Ltd 20
Martin went to Yangon in | LCC Projects Pvt Ltd 32 | |Rahul ghatia ! 2
Myanmar and came back to | Stn Pharmna Laboratorles Limted 32 | Rajapushipa Properties byt Ltd 20
India and floated the lottery | Kamna Credits And Promotors Pyt Ltd 31 Tellapur Technacity Private Ltd
?nusclﬁﬁbj; ;i;esleoshaé“l‘;i‘:‘: Penguin Trading & Agencies Ltd 31|\ Wonder Cément Ltd
widened his lottery business | APAMa Farms And Estates Ll 30 (| NSt Se2 (Hyderabid) rivate Lt
tomanystatesusinghispoliti- | Apcd infratech Private Ltd KU T e
cal clout across India, Hetero Drugs Ltd 30 ot
But he has been under the Honeywell Properties pvt Ltd 30 S5 SCAN THIS QR CODE
radar of investigative agen- 2 FORTH LLLIST
cles since 2011 for financial | Jndal Stainless Ltd 30 Ref A R THE FULL LI
fraud and money laundering. Jindal Saw Ltd - 29
In Dec 2021, Enforcement ¥
Directorate (ED) attached Despite the central agen- ]Ts
Rs 195 crore worth of his cies conducting raids on WHERE’S

A Google search for
Future Gaming and
Hotel Services

Nagar, Civil Lines In

s - Where the office was supposed to be. A shopkeeper
. Nearthe address sald the company shifted from

. this address about a year and a half ago. He said
.even the owner of the house, from where the office
i Operated, hasn't lived In the area for the last 20+
odd years, He, however, confirmed that a lottery &
business orice operated out of the building )




“The

T imnes 0% IvdAio

Dessed w\S - jagiiui- B

Several biz groups bought
bonds via multiple entities

No copy kept, EC

tells SC to return
info furnished in
sealed cover

Tives News NETWORK

New Delhi: With the Friday
deadline for publication of
electoral bond details fast ap-
proaching, Election Commis-
sion has realised it would not
be in position to fully comply
with Supreme Court’sMarch 11
direction, which included pub-
lishing on its website by March
15the EB data it had supplied in
two tranches to SC during pen-
dency of petitions questioning
validity of thebonds.

In its application, EC on
Thursday said it would comply
with the directions to publish
SBIfurnished details about
EB purchasers and recipient
political parties, but would not
be able to publish the data it
had furnished in sealed cover
to SC as it had not kept any
copy thereof in EC office. It re-
quested SC to return the origi-
nal documents in sealed cover
to enable publication of the in-
formation by March15.

In compliance of SC’s in-
terim orders of April 12, 2019
and Nov 2, 2023, EC had sub-
mitted “(a) in a sealed cover,
(containing 106 sealed enve-
lopes); and (b) in sealed boxes,
(containing 309 and 214
sealedenvelopesrespectively)
in twotranches”.

On Feb 15, SC had quashed
EB scheme of 2018 and or-
dered full publication of data
available with 8BI and EC on
thelatter’s website.’

Times News NETWORK

" everal groups have pur-
: chased electoral bonds
-~ through multiple corpo-
rate entities, according to SBI
data uploaded by Election
Commission on Thursday.
The biggest such donors
include Megha Engineering
and Western UP Power
Transmission — both part of
the same Hyderabad-based
group — which together ac-
count for Rs 1,186 crore.
Similarly, Haldia Energy and
Dhariwal Infrastructure,
both from the RP Sanjiv

&

- Goenka group, together con-

tributed Rs 492 crore.

- The Aditya Birla group
also has several companies
onthelistsuch as Utkal Alu-
mina, Birla Carbon India,
UltraTech Cement and Essel
Mining, which gave a com-
bined Rs 510 crore, Among
the other big donors are Ma-
danlal Ltd, MKJ Enterprises

_and Keventer Food Park Ltd,

allfrom same Kolkata-based
group, which donated a total
of - Rs 573 crore. MKJ
Group .is “engaged in the
purchase and sale of securi-
tiesandreal estate as well as
infood processing”.
Qwiksupply, a little-
known Maharashtra-based
firm, is in the business of
warehousing, storage and
transportation, accordingto
company details on the net.
One of itsdirectors is Tapas
Mitra, who is a director in 24

BJP got the largest amount — Rs 6,061 crore or almost halfthe total

companies,accordingtocor-

porate filings available on-

line. He is also the “head of
accounts (consolidation) —
group companies, Reliance
Industries Ltd”, according
to his LinkedIn profile. An-
othernot too well-known en-
tity is Yashoda Super Speci-
ality Hospital, a Ghaziabad-
based healthcare firm, that
contributed Rs162 crore.
One of the better-known
corporates near the top of
thelistis Bharti Airtel, with
the firm buying EBs worth
198 crore and group compa-
nyBharti Telemedia putting
in another Rs 87 crore, tak-
ing the total to Rs 235 crore,
Anotheris DLF Commercial
Developers with contribu-
tionsof Rs130crore.
Another group entity,
DLF Luxury Homes, also fig-
ured with Rs 25 crore.
Several pharma firms

figure on the list with Dr
Reddy’s contributing Rs 84
crore, Torrent Pharmaceu-
ticals Rs 78 crore, Natco
Pharma "Rs 57 crore,
Aurcbindo Pharma Rs 52

" crore, Cipla Rs 39 crore and

Sun Pharma Rs 32 crore.

Other firms from the sector

contributed relatively
smaller amounts.

Theanalysis of recipient
data showed that while BJP
expectedly got the largest
amount — Rs 6,061 crore or
almost half the total — the
next biggest recipient was,
somewhat surprisingly,
TMC with Rs 1,610 crore.
CongresswithRs1,422crore,
BRS with Rs 1,215 crore,
BJD with 776 croreand DMK
with Rs639 crorearethe oth-
er parties that received
over Rs 500 crore each
through EBs over the nearly
five-year period.
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Top 22 Account
For Half Of z12k cr
Purchases From
Apr'19-Jan 24

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A day ahead of
deadline, Election Commis-
sion on Monday uploaded on
its website details of electoral
bonds worth 12,155 crore,

bought from SBI between -

April 12, 2019, and Jan 24 this
year and a list of bonds depos-
ited by parties in their ac-
counts overthis periodforato-
tal of 712,769 crore. At the top
of the donor list are relatively
little-known corporates such

as Iuture Gaming and Hotel’

Services (z1,368 cr), Megha En-
gineering & Infrastructures
@77 cr) and Qwiksupply
Chain PvtLtd (z410cr).

Other corporates that
bought EBs worth more than
2200 cr are Anil Agarwal-con-
trolled mining and metals con-
glomerate Vedanta Ltd (3401
cr), Haldia Energy (%377 cr) of
the RP Sanjiv Goenka group,
Essel Mining and Industries
(7225 cr) and Western UP Pow-
er Transmission Company
Litd (2220 cr). The top 22 donors
with 100 cr ormoreeachindo-
nations accountfor 6,058 cror
almost half of thetotal.

A quick analysis by TOLof
thelarger donors, based on EC

B G Shirke Construction Tech

 Avees Trading & Finance

Future Gaming

Megha Engineering & Infra
Qwiksupply Chain

Vedanta (Anil Agarwal co)
Haldia Energy

Essel Mining & Inds

Western UP Power TransCo
Bharti Airtel (Sunil Mittal co)
Keventer Foodpark

MKJ Enterprises

Madanlal Ltd

Yashoda Super Speciality Hosp
‘Utkal Alumina Intl

DLF Commercial Developers
Jindal Steel & Power

Dhariwal Infrastructure

Torrent Power

Birla Carbon India
Chennai Green Woods
Rungta Sons

BIGGEST DONORS: THE <100CR CLUB
Gampan

i > Future Gaming isin
lottery biz, Owned by

1,368 ,
Santiago Matin, dubbed

966 T's lottery king’
410 » Megha Engineering
401 is a Hyd-based
377 _engineering & Infra co.
Along with Western
225 UP Power TransCo, the
220 aroup has collectively
purchased electoral
198 honds worth T1186cr
195 . » Madanlal Ltd,
192 MK) Enterprises and
186 Keventer Food Park:
The Kolkata-based
162 group has collectively
145  coniributed X573¢r
130 > Utkal Alumina, Birla
Carbon India, Ultratech
123 g Esse| Mining are all
117, part of Aditya Birla
115 Group. Together,
they've paid I510cr
13 5 Haldia Energy: Part
107  of RP-Sanjlv Goenka
105  Group. Along with
. group co Dhariwal
105  nfra, bought bonds
100  worth Id92cr

BIGGEST BENEFICIARIES (Amount i %cr)

Bip

{ Trinamool | Congress

60605116005 14219 12147 | 1755

BRS BID

data, shows that several
groups have contributed
through more than one entity.
A more detailed study may

- show further, smaller contri- |

butions through other group

entities. Also, the corporate
lineage of some donors could
not be reliably ascertained by
thetimeof goingtopress.
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Jew Delhi, March 14:
‘on .

the Congress
fhursday attacked the
sovernment after a high-
evel committee recom-
nended simultaneous
sdlections for Lok Sabha
ind state -Assemblies,
illeging that they want to
sompletely dismantle the
Constitution with the
sbjective of “one nation,
20 election”. In its report
submitted to Presidént
Droupadi Murmu that ran

into over 18,000 pages, the-
panel ﬁmmmma by former:

President Ram Nath
Kovind recommended
simultaneous elections
for Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies as the first
step followed by synchro-
nised local body polls
within 100 days.

Asked about the develop-
Em.ﬁ Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
told a ‘news agéncy in
Nashik, “The ..Prime
Minister’s objective is
very clear, he is going
around asking for a clear
majority, two-thirds
majority, 400 seats, and
the cat is out of the bag.
They want to completely
dismantle Babasaheb

Ambedkar’s Constitution-
and with what objective —

‘one nation, no election’
‘hat is what they want.”

In its report, the panel

b!wrlf ?@ﬂfuuﬂkﬂ\ U@ﬁlfs H.Ml?nuw.?w%lu*

" The PW’s objective is very clear, he is
going around asking for a clear majority,
"~ two-thirds majority,
cat is out of the bag. They Emsa to
.ooaﬂ_mnmE dismantle Dr .
Ambedkar’s Constitution mna with
~what oEmnﬂEw — ‘one nation, no
: m_mouos_ that is what they want.
_ . = Jairam Ramesh
Congress leader

400 seats, and _n_._o.

-.said simultaneous- polis *

will spur development
process and social cohe-
sion, deepen foundations
of democratic rubric and
help réalise aspirations of
“India, that is Bharat”.
The panel recommended

“preparation of a common
" electoral roll and voter-ID
.cards by the .Election
-Commission in consulta-
.tion with state m_mn:ou

authorities.

"BJP spokesperson Nalin °
. Kohli said this is not a -
_political .issue and is.

aimed at saving money
and other resouirces. :

The “one nation one
election” plan will be the

. death knell for Indian fed-
eralism and convert India -

into. a one party state,
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi said on-Thursday,

- maintaining that frequent

elections keep .govern-
ments on their toes.

"Indian . federalism,”

said.

“Frequent - m,wm,onob_m
keep “governments on

" their toes. There are many

constitutional issues with

#OneNationOneElection, .

but the worst is that gov-

“ernments will . no ‘more

have to worry about peo-
ple’s fury for five years. It
will be the death knell for
the
Hyderabad MP said in a
post on X, He also said
that it would convert

India into a one party.

state..

- Meanwhile, ZWQEB.

Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav -
. said simultaneous elec-
.'tions to the Lok Sabha and

state Assemblies would
increase the pace of mmﬁ&
opment. .
“Simultaneous
would bolster  develop-
ment whereas elections at
different times hamper
development,” Mr Yadav

A ,,mEE_Ebmocm polls will mnn&ﬁ.mﬁm mmé_owEQﬁ mm%m cM %m&%

i m_Bc_ﬁzmo;m m_mnao:m uonc_m% _ao_zz as ‘one smao: ozm m_m -
~ tion’, means holding elections to Lok Sabha, all the state assem ies, -

d_m ﬁ rst 35 mm:m..ma m_mnso:m 1
1967 involved simultaneous elections
- for the _.o_A mmcsm and ﬂm.a >wmm3§_mm -

n_ _onm_ cog_mm i.e. Bcan_um“&mm m:a B:n:&mﬁm 8%52

polls

— PTI.

"9 The committee emphasised the
~ need to restore the cycle of msa_
" taneous elections

¥

@.”.‘_,(éo_‘xm_,m. courts, political umn_mm,_
T nngamﬁmm. m_.a_n_s_ mon_mE

._.53 m._. EP >vvmo>n_._

=

- step approach to holding m_s,_::m
neous elections

 First step: Elections to. .Sm House -

__ municipalities and’
.panchayats should be -

-~ Assemblies -

| _so_a_sn multiple elections every
- year places a significant burden .
- on various stakeholders, includi ng.

‘Assemblies m_sc_a be m<=nss- ;

g_u_.m_,___mz._.>._._02 mmoc

A _au_osng_o: grou
:o_u_E be: monmﬁﬁma to o<m_.mmm

the execution of the
: n,oaa_m:awao:m

_Am< xmooggmzc_P._._ozm i
» Restore one nation, one election

» The Kovind ooaawnmm said ﬁ:mﬁ

x>zc_._zo m_smmmmzn_rm
3 Inthe event of a sc:m_ House,
no-confidence motion, or any.such
event, fresh els ctions. m_.ac_n be
m_n 8 nozﬂ;ﬁm n_,_m new _._ozmm

the government, businesses, -

m_zo_.m m_.mn._.ogw. mo_._. >zc
IDENTITY.CARD
monoaamzamco:m were anm to
amend Article 325 to enable the -
creation of a single. electoral roll
Ea m.:umm elector’s.photo identity
: " card,.which Eoc_a

» The panel _.mnosamsn_ma atwo-

of the People and State Legislative

nised
Second step: m_mﬁ_osm to

synchronised with the -
elections to the House
of the'People-and
State Legislative -
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