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Top court asks the bank why it didn't reveal the unique
a notice and lists the case on March 19; it agrees (0 return

The Hindu Bureau i s
NEW DELH} Untanglingthe bond
he Supreme Court Atimeline of the electoral bonds issue in the Supreme Court
T on Friday asked th_e a March 15, zofgi & February 15,2024: A Constitution
State Bank of India An affidavitfiled Bench of the Supreme Court directs that
(SBI) why it had not dis- by the Ministry - asg| must disclose details of each elector-
closed the unique alphanu— of Finance in the al bond encashed by political parties”
~ meric numbers of indivi- 5”5;;5:5 &Z‘:" ; & March 12: SBI hands ovet details
dual electoral bonds to the ZTer.tolral i " of electoral bonds purchased

Election Commnission (EC)
for publication on its offi-

have “unique.
hiddenal-- -

by anonymous donars and
v fedéem'gd by political parties

to the EC

~ cial website. e ph‘qn;:merlc __;_____——
“In our judgment of Fe-' seria L L] Marc 15: A Constitution
bruary 15, we had directed “"Tbg"“nis ) : Bec’l‘.cdh as,:"“."“hfhthe SBl
B B “ fa]] an l'l'l VU_ | .nU glve e unique
disclosure specifically 0 security cerial numbers to the EC.
the details of the electoral feature”

bonds, including date of
the

their ~ purchase,

bonds, etc. But the bank
has not disclosed the num-

bers of the bonds pur-

chased and encashed.
Why?” Chief Justice of In-

amount, names of pur- for March 19. bruary 15, the five-judge
chasers, the political par- The Bench further ~ Benchhad directed the EC
ties which redeemed the agreed to return tothe EC 1O publish the confidential

the documents regarding

electoral bonds which the
poll body had given the
court, in compliance with

judicial orders passed on.

[T, - IssuesAnotice to the bank

information submitted in
the court, along with de--
tails of electoral bonds. Ho-
wever, the EC filed an ap-
plication on March 14,

dia DY Chandrachud, April 12, 2019 and Novern- saying that it had given the

heading a fivejudge  ber 2,2023. : court the originals of the

Bench, asked. In its judgment on Fe- documents and not re
‘The court is- : tained any copies..

sued a notice to

the bank and

listed the case
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New ECs take charge;
- SCrefuses to stay
their appointments

e

Task at hand: Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu assume

e

charge as Election Commissioners on Friday. PTI

Krishnadas Rajagopal

Sreeparna Chakrabarty :
NEW DELHI :

Former bureaucrats Gya-

nesh Kumar and Sukhbir

Singh Sandhu assumed
charge as Election Com-
missioners on Friday, a day
after ‘their selection by a
high-powered panel
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The Su-
preme Court refused to in-
tervene immediately on a
petition urging a stay on
their appointments, o1 the

grounds that the hurry and.

lack of transparency
shown by the government
has sent a wrong message
that the two retired IAS of-

ficers are “favourable” to .

“the regime in power.
This is the first time that
Election . Commissioners

have been appointed in ac-

cordance with the new
" Chief Election Commis-
 sioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
‘ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office)

Act, 12023, which was

" brought in by the govern-
ment last December, and
which replaces the Chief
Justice of India with a Cabi-

" net Minister in the selec-
tion panel chaired by the

Prime Minister.
Appearing before a

- three-judge Bench headed

by Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
the petitioners — including
Association for Democratic
Reforms and Congress
leader Jaya Thakur and
others, represented by se-
nior advocates Kapil Sibal,
vikas Singh, and advocate
Prashant Bhushan — said
the enactment of the new
law, which gives the Union
government a dominant
role in the selection and

‘appointment of Election

Commissioners, had
worked to its advantage.
However, the Bench re-
lied on a technical point
that legislative enactments
are not “normally” stayed.
The court adjourned the

case to March 22. ;
Listing out the series of
circumstances  which

raised suspicions about the

process, advocate Prash-.

ant Bhushan said that the
government had deliber-
ately advanced the meet-
ing of the high-profile se-
lection committee by a day
to time the appointments
ahead of the court hearing
onMarch15.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14
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al bond donors Were
T Departim

Of bonds worth 1,368 crore purchased by Future

other firms which follow

vignesh Radh hnan
srinivasan Ramani.

Srinivasan ReCiess

CHENNAI1

n analysis of firms
which . feature
ameong the top pur-

chasers of electoral bonds
throws up many curious
patterns. One of the com-
mon links is that a signifi-
cant number of companies *
in the top donor list were
under the scanner of the
Enforcement Directorate
or the Income Tax (I-T) De-
partment at some point of
time in the past five years.
In some cases, these comn-
panies bought a chunk of
the bonds in the days fol-
lowing such searches.

Future Gaming and Ho-
tel Services PR was the lar- -
gest donor t0 political par-
ties through the electoral
bond route, witha cumula-
tive sum of ¥1,368 crore. in
May 2023, the ED carried
out searches at the rest-
dence of Santiago Martin, a
well-known lottery mag-
nate and managing direc-
tor  of the company, in
Chennal.

The ED also coriducted
searches at the business
premises of the company
in Coimbatore under the ,
‘provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), A year earlier,
on April 2, 2022, the ED at-
tached movable assets
worth 2410 crore under the
PMLA in a case of lottery
scam against the company
and its subsidiaries. Inter-
estingly, five days later, on
April 7, 2022, the company
made a significant pur-
chase of electoral bonds

_ worth 2100 crore, marking
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od a similar pattern are Keve

elector
er of ED, 1

Gaming and Hotel Services PR, 50% were purchased before ED searches
nter Food Park Infra Ltd., MKJ Enterprises Ltd.,

‘Bonds and beyond

Alook at the ED and Incom
mpanies which pu

Company £D/1-T

Future Gaming and
Hotel Services PR

_ Keventer Food park
Infra Ltd.,

MKJ Enterprises. d.,
and Madanlal Ltd,

shares
Madan!

Yashoda Su'per Search

Speciality Hospital

Aurobindo Pharma

Shirdi Sai Electricals
Ltd.

 Kalpataru Projects

International August

one of their largest transac-
tions on a single date. of
the ‘bonds worth 71,368
crore purchased by the

On April 2,2022, ED attached assets
worth 2410 crore. Five days later,
the company purchased bonds
worth 2100 crore

Keventer Agro, company ‘which

cearched by the EDIn Feb.2021
Deparlmentin December 2020

Director Sarath Reddy was arrested
by the ED on November 10,2022

On December 18, 2023, 17 searches
were conducted

I-T searches were conducted in

e Tax searches i:or_'.ducted on
rchased electoral bonds

searches

its email domaln with
\al and MKJ Enterprises, was

ed by the Income Tax

2023

Bengal, and have at least

one common director.
The comimon director 15

siddharth Gupta, but the

Amount and details

Bonds worth 1,368 crore bought
in total. Close to 50% of this was
purchased after the £0 attached
the assets 5

Total purn-hase worth
3573 crore cumulatively

Bonds worth Y162 crore purchased .
petween October 2021
and October 2023

Total purchases worth 52 crore.
Five days afterthe arrest, the
company purchased bonds worth
25 crore. A year later, it purchased
‘bonds worth 125 crore

Bonds worth.40 crore bought
on January 11,2024 it

e
i

=N

Electoral bonds worth ¥25.5 crore
bought between April 2023 and
October 2023

ween April and May 2019
Bonds worth about 2185
crore were purchased by
Madanlal Ltd. between

oty

company, 50% were pur-. three companies were 1n- May 8 and 10, 2019.
chased before the ED corporated  in different
searches and 50% after the years. MK] Enterprises was Stake sale
searches. . incorporated in 1982, Ma-  Keventer AgTO, a company
danlal in 1983, and Keven- which shares its email do-
Same address ter Food Park in 2010. The [main - with Madanlal and
The other set of companies three companies together MK Enterprises, ran into
which followed a similar~ donated about 573 crore  CONtIOVEIsy followinga pu-
attern are Keventer Food ~ —thethird highest — if pur- blic interest litigation (PIL)
Park Infra Ltd., MK] Enter- chases are considered  petition filed by West Ben-
prises Ltd., and Madanlal cumulatively. Of the 3573 gal Congress unit chief Ad-
Ltd. crore, bonds worth %95  hir Ranjan Chowdhury af-
All the three firms are  croré were purchased by ter the State government's

Keventer Food Park Infra
Ltd. in three batches bet-

registered with the same
address in Kolkata, West

sale of its stake in Metro
Dairy to Keventer Agro in

2017, The West. Bengal g0- -

vernment divested its 47%
shares in Metro Dairy to
Keventer Agro Ltd. for 85
crore in 2017.

1n the same year, a Sin-
gapore-based private equi-
fund picked up 15%
shares of Keventer AEr0 for
170 crore, Currently,
Mayank Jalan is the manag-
ing director of Keventer
Agro and also a director of
Metro Dairy. ;

The ED started an inves-

gigation into the divest:

ment: of the West Bengal
gove.nunent's stake in Me-
tro Dairy in 2019, Sum-
mons were issued to sever-
al officials of the State
government, ‘including
H.K. Dwivedi, who was the
State’s Finance Secretary
in 2017, when the shares of
Metro Dairy were divested.
Summons were issued to
state officials, including
Mr. Dwivedi, in June 2020
and March 2021. In Febru-
ary

cials at the office of Keven-
ter Agro Ltd. in Kolkata in
connection with the probe.

The investigation lost
steam after the Calcutta
High Court in June 2022
dismissed the PIL plea filed
by Mr. Chowdhury alleging
lack of transparency in the
divestment. The Supreme
Court in September 2022
upheld the Calcutta High
Court order.

The Yashoda Super Spe-
clality Hospital Group in
Hyderabad, whose premis-
es were searchied by the In-

come Tax Department in

December. 2020, donated
762 crore in multiple
tranches beginning Octob-

2021, searches were,
conducted by the ED offi-

tment

and 50% after searches;
and Madanial Ltd, all registered in Kolkata

er 2021 and ending in Oc-
tober 2023.

Aurobindo Pharma’s di-
rector Sarath Reddy was
arrested by the ED on No-
vember 10, 2022 for his al-

 Jeged involvement in irreg:

ularities in the scrapped
liquor policy of the Delhi
government. Five days af-
ter the arrest on November
15, . the company pur
chased bonds worth I5
crore. A year later, in No-
vember 2023, it purchased
bonds worth %25 crore. In
total, the company pur-
chased electoral bonds

~ worth ¥52 crore inmultiple

tranches between April
2021 and November 2023,
of which T30 crore were
done after Mr. Reddy’s ar-

rest.

On December 18, 2023,
1T searches were conduct-
ed on the factory premises
of Shirdi Sai Electricals
Ltd. at the Industrial Deve-
lopment Area ofl the out-
skirts of Kadapa. .

~ gearches were also con-
ducted simultaneously at
the Hyderabad office and
at residences of its top offi-
cials. The company pur-
chased electoral bonds
worth 740 crore on Janu-
ary 11, 2024. I'T searches
were conducted on the.
premises of real estate de-
velopment firm Kalpataru

_ Projects International and

the residences of some of
its directors and executives
in August 2023. The com-
pany bought electol
bonds worth £25.5 crore
between April 2023 and
October 2023.

(With inputs from

Kurial Shankar and

Shiv Sahay Singh)



Supreme Court to €
of free symbol

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the Election
Commission of India to res-
pond to a plea filed by the
Naamn Tamilar Katchi (NTK)
challenging the allotment

THE HINRE SR TR Le sy

1.0k Sabha election
schedule set tobe
announced today: EG

The Hindu Bureatl
NEW DELHI ;

The Election Commission
will announce on Saturday
the schedule for elections

to the Lok Sabha and some
State Assemblies.

The current Lok Sabha’s
‘term ends onjune 16anda

' new House has to be con-

stituted before that.

The term of the Assem-
blies in Andhra Pradesh,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh
and Odisha is coming to an
end on different dates in
June. :

Polls in J&K?
It remains to be seen
whether the poll panel an-
nounces dates for Assemb-
ly election in Jammu and
Kashmir as well.

The poll panel an-
nouncedinapostonX that

a press conference to an-
nounce the schedule for
elections to the Lok Sabha
and some State Assemblies
will be held at 3 p.m.

The announcement will
be made by Chief Election

. Commissioner Rajiv Ku-

mar. New Cominissioners
Gyanendra  Kumar and
Sukbir Singh Sandhu, who
-assumed office on Friday,
will also be present.

Nearly 97 crore people
are eligible to cast vote in
the upcoming poll at over
12 lakh polling stations.

In 2019, the Lok Sabha

_ poll were announced on

March 10 and held in seven
phases beginning April 11
and the votes were count-
ed on May 23, 2

In the last parliamen-
tary polls, the BIP secured,
303 seats while the Con-

-gress got 52 seats.

xamine allotment
s to unrecognise

d parties

of free symbols to unrecog-

* nised political parties on a

‘first come, first served’
basis. :

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud and Justices J.B. Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra also
issued a notice to anather

unrecognised political par- .

ty which was allotted the
poll symbol earlier held by
the NTK. k

The top court said that it
would examine the scheme
of Paragraph 10B (B) of the
Election Symbols Order,
which deals with the grant

of free symbols on a ‘first
come, first served’ basis.

NTK’s plea dismissed
The Madras High Court had
on March 1 dismissed a pe-
tition by the NTK challeng-
ing the method of allotting
symbols to such parties.
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Asks Bank
To Respond
By Monday

phananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Friday took exception to
State Bank of India not re-
vealing to Election Commis-
sion the invisible alpha nu-
meric number embossed on
> EDIT PAGE: Tell Voters

All/Don’t Stop The Dice/

Five Facts, Five Takeaways

the now banned electoral
bonds, used for nearly five
years by corporate houses to
donate big amounts to politi-
cal parties, despite clear
court directions to furnish
every detail of the bonds, do-

Wﬂ?{ﬁ oF /NP 9742‘4,0/ /6. Os. 2024

SC pulls up SBI, tells it to disclose bond

| 2 Whols appearing for

) SBI? Because, Inour
judgment, we had directed
disclosure specifically -
of all detalls, including -
‘purchaser, amount and date
of purchase. They have not
disclosed the bond numbers,
That has to be disclosed... we
can take exception to what
they have disclosed because
they were duty hound

~ =CJI D Y Chandrachud

Alphanumeric code
of FBs holds key

1overy hond hasaunique

1 alphanumeric code which,
oncerevealed by SBI, will help
match donors withthe party
thatreceived the money.
Currently, SBl has giventhe
datato ECintwosilos —
donors who purchased bonds
andrecipientswho encashed
them — and the linkis missing.

nors andrecipients.

«We take exception to
SBI’s action in not furnish-
ing the alpha numeric num-
bers (embossed invisibly) on
bonds,” saidabenchof Chief
Justice of India'D Y Chan-
drachud and Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, BR Gavai,JB Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra. The
bench also included as guest
members three judges from
theUK SCandits admonition

of the largest bank effective-
ly conveyed to the visiting
judgesthe assertiveand deci-
sivecharacterof India’sapex
court.

The bench posted the mat-
ter for further hearing to
Monday. It directed SBI to re-
spond by Monday to the ap-
plication of Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
pointing out the lapse on the
part of the bank, whose

ing donors and parties

chairman Dinesh Kumar
Khara was put on notice for
initiation of contempt pro-
ceedings by the court on
Matrch 11 when ithad dismis-
sed the bank’s plea for exten-
sion of time till June 30 for
furnishing all details of elec-
toral bonds to EC.

On March 11, SC gave just
30 hoursto SBLto furnishthe
electoral bonds details, in-
cluding identity of bond pur-
chasers, donors and the
amount they contributed,
and recipient political par-
ties along with the amount
credited to their accounts, to
EC. The details furnished by
SBI were uploaded by EC on
Thursday evening.

However, SBI did not
share 'the  alpha numeric
code—key to identifying the
link between the donor and
the recipient political party.

p Digitise details, P 10

When do you cast your vote

for LS? EC will tell you today

Poll Dates For
Four States To Be
Also Announced

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission will announce the
scheduleforgeneralelections
toLokSabhaandfourstateas—
semblies on Saturday after-

R R e g
»EDIT: Elections Are Emo-
tional, Cathertic Events

Depts quickly olay : §Crefuses to stay
projects, key policies

4 daybeforemodel codeof -

/A conductKicksin, Union govt

departments moved quicklyon orders,” Supreme Courtsald

Friday to approve projects and

key policies. Waterway projects :
worth 2645cr were approved, so

law on appt of ECS

& }edon’tstaylegislation
v\ pyway of interim

: onFriday decliningtostaya

newlaw governing
appointmentof election

were schemesworth 2925¢r i commissioners, anddeferred
under Swachh Bharat Mission. - i hearingto March21.0n
Govtannounced itwould i Thursday, GyaneshKumar
increase windfall taxon ! andSSSandhuwere made

domestic cru;!e.Plo

i ECsunder the new law. P11

may have to wait: SOurces

pFromP1

¢ 7hilethe Lok Sabha's
%a /‘3 / term is ending on
/Y June16, thatof And-
hra Pradesh assembly is due
to expire on June 11, QOdisha
assembly on June24and Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Sikkim
assemblies on June 2. The
2019 LS polls were announced
on March 10 and were stag-
gered over seven phases from
April 11. The results were de-
clared on May 23.
Sources said while the

Arunachal Pradesh and Sik-
kim will be announced with
the Lok Sabha schedule, polls
to Jammu and Kashmir as-
sembly may have to wait for
later:

As per sources, it may not
be feasible to provide fool-
proof security for simultane-
ous polls in J&K as all candi-
dates need to be given protec-
tioninviewof thethreatthey |
face from terrorists. Nearly
97 crore people are eligible to
cast vote in the upcoming
polls in over 12 lakh polling
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Excellence on Friday

SERIOUS TALK: mane minister Nirmalasltharaman and foreign
minister S Jaishankar at The Economic Times Awards for Corporate

* Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman stated
that there wasno quid pro quo
between the donations to the
BJP through electoral honds
and raids on companies by
ED. “Doyouknowforeachone
of theEDcases inthiscontext,
was it before or was it after?
Maybe it was before and even

visit those who came around
andsaid, ‘ITwant togiveadona-
tion, please saveme’,” shesaid
at Economic Times Awards
for Corporate Excellence,

' Theministerdismissed al-
legations of quid pro quo fol-

lowing ED raids as loose talk,”

“Linking it with ED is like sit-
ting and having a cup of tea in
the lounge and having a little
| Merrychat,” shesaid. Accord-
| ing to the finance minister,

thereisalotof “homework”to
be done in respect of the data
submitted by the SBI regard-
ingelectoral bonds. “You have
a good two months to study it
even as you are covering the
elettions, to study it and then
come to a conclusion,” the
minister  said. The finance

minister responded to a ques--

tion by the Economic Times

. editor in a.question-and-an-
after that ED chose to'go and .

swer session on Friday during
theevent.

“I don’t want the industry
tobe badnaam (maligned)like
this. I don't think they come
and give donations only be-
cause they want to escape the
EDItdoesn’t happen that way.
ED existed long before Modi

-and will exist till 2047, I'm

sure, with all the Viksit Bha-
rat,” shesaid.

The minister said that
there is no direct correlation

SC directs registry to digitise
details subnitted by EC

P FromP1 !

Iso, the data was fur
&i nished in two separat
4 A.silos — one relating t
buyers of electoralbondsan
the amounts; second, reciy
lent political parties and th
amounts, This rendere
matching the donors with rt
cipients a difficult task an
frustrated the February 3
judgment of the five-judg
constitution bench that vo
ers must know who donatd
how much to which politici
party. 5

In another related issu,
responding to EC’s plea fc
return of the original doct
ments relating to elector!
bond donations to politicl

s

parties;, SC directed its regis-
try to immediately scan and
digitisethe details submitted
in sealed cover by the poll
panel and return the origi-
nal, along with a copy of the
digitised documents, to the
commission by Saturday eve-
ning to facilitate their up-
loading on the commission's
website. It asked the EC to
take steps to upload this in-
formation separately by Sun-
day evening. :

EC had submitted the de-
tails to the court to comply
with the two interim orders :
of April 2019 and October
2023.EC'scounsel Amit Shar-
ma said the poll body had not
kept any copy of those docu-
ments with itself, ;

between the ED and the don-
tions. ‘
During the Q&A, Sithan-
man elaborated on ‘the ‘net
generation reforms’ that sk
sald the government woul
pursue post elections. “Whn
Isaynext-generation reforms,
I'mean the reforms will hae
tobe undertaken in every sc-

tor. But what is more impe-

tantisthatreforms donot stp

just at the central goven-

ment. We have worked with
the states in carrying forward
several of the reforms,” she

~ said.

. Sitharaman said that the
states werenot initially happy
with the borrowing limits un-

. der the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act
but now almost all of them
have adopted it and as a result
the reforms have been repli:
cated at the state leval, :
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-SC WONT STAY
APPOINTMENT
OF ELECTION -
COMMISSIONERS

New Delhi, Mar.
Supreme Court on Friday
refused to stay the
appointments of new elec-
tion commissioners (ECs)
under a 2023 -law’ that
“of India from the selection
panel. -

A bench: of justices
Sanjiv Khanna, Dipankar
Datta and - Augustine
George Masih told the
petitioners, who pointed

out that a meeting for the-

selection of ECs was
advanced, to file a sepa-

rate application pointing

out the fact.

Refusing to stay ;th‘é

‘appointments made © in

accordance with'the 2023
law; the bench said,

"Normally ‘and generally,
we do_not stay a law. by
way ‘of an interim order,’.
It deferred till March 21

the hearing on a batch of

pleas challenging the
- ‘appointments of two ECs
under the 2023 law..

~Senior advocate Vikas

Singh, who appeared in

“the court on behalf of peti:
"tioner Jaya Thakur, said
when a judgment has'been

passed, theré| cannot be -

any transgression.

poll dates

15: -

excluded the chief justice’

mentary - elections,

DC CORRESPONDENT

WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, MAR. 15 -

The Eléction Commission
will on Saturday announ-

ce the schedule for the:

Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections in four states as

- the .term of the Andhra’

Pradesh, * Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh and
Odisha Assemblies comes
to an end in June. The
term of the present Lok
Sabhd ends on June 16.
Immediately after, the

. announcement, the EC’s’

Model Code of Conduct
will come into force
dcross the country.

* In 2019, the Lok Sabha

~ polls -were announced on
' March 10 and the elec-

tions were held in seven
phases beginning from
April 11, ?Votes were

“counted: on = May 23..

Nearly 97 crore people are
eligible to-cast their vote
in the upcoming polls at
over 12 lakh polling sta-
tions. In the 2019 parlia-
the
BJP had won 303 seats

" while the Congress got 52

seats.. i 3

The full commission,
Gomprising chief election
commissioner = Rajiv

» Lok Sabha polls as
well as to AP, Sikkim,
Arunachal and Odisha
assemblies will be out

Kumar, and the two new
election -commissioners,
Gyanesh’ Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu,
who * took charge on
Friday, will announce the
election schedule. The
Prime Minister-led com-
mittee picked.the two new
ECs on Thursday. The -
duo are the first ones to
have ‘been appointed as
‘members of the EC after
the new law on the

_appointment of chief elec-
tion : commissioner and
ECs came. into force
recently.

Welcoming them, CEC
Rajiv Kumar spoke about- -
‘the significance of their
joining at a historic point -
when the Election
Commission is all set to
conduct the Lok Sabha.
elections, the EC
-spokesperson said.

In a post on X, the poll
panel said a press confer-
ence to announce the
schedule for Lok Sabha
elections and some state
Assemblies will be held at
3 pm on Saturday.
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SC refuses to stay new ECS’ appointments: :

NEW DELHI: The Supreme

L

- 8¢ refuses to

to hear batch of pleas on March 21

Court on Friday refused
to stay the appointments
of new election commis-
sioners (ECs) under a 2023
- law that excluded the
chief justice of India
from the selection panel.

A bench of justices Sanjiv
Khanna, Dipankar Datta and
Augustine George Masih told
the petitioners, who pointed
out that a meeting for the se-
lection of ECs was pre-poned,
to file a separate application
pointing out the fact.

‘Refusing to stay the ap- -
_ pointments made in accord-

ance with the 2023 law, the
. bench said; “Normally and
. generally, we do not stay a
Jaw by way of an interim or-
der”It deferred till March 21

the ‘hearing.on a batch of
pleas challenging the ap-
pointments of two ECs under
the 2023 law. :

Senior . advocate . Vikas
Singh, who appeared in the
court on behalf of petitioner
Jaya Thakur, said when a
judgment has been passed, -
there cannot be any trans-
gression. - :

He contended that there
was a clear-cut transgression
in the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appoint- .
ment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act, 2023.

S_'Imgh read out a March 2, ;

2023 -verdict of the apex
court, in which a panel com-
prising the prime minister,
+he leader of opposition and

the CJI was constituted for.

the appointment of ECs and
the chief election commis-
sioner, (CEC). ]

- Justice Khanna asked Sin-
gh to read the direction giv-
en in the verdict and said it
was held that the three-mem-
ber panel will operate till

Parliament comes up with a .

law on theissue. - . «

Sirigh said the court had
earlier stayed ordinances
where there were fransgres-
sions of its verdicts,

The bench then asked Sin-
gh to file a fresh application
(regarding, the appointment
of ECs) and said the court

will hear the matter on

CEC Rajiv Kumar (centre) with newly-appointed Election
i _(:ommissioners Sulhbir Singh Sandiu, Gyanesh Kumar

_Administrative

March 21, along with other
petitions  that have chal-
lenged the 2023 law. :

Advocate Prashant Bhu- - .

shan appeared in the court
on behalf of NGO Assgcia-
tion for Democratic Reforms
(ADR), which has challenged
the CJI's exclusion from the

panel contending that the

Election Commission should .

be insulated from “political”

and  “executive interfer-

ence” for maintaining a
healthy democracy.
The hearing assumes sig-
nificance as former Indian
Bervice
(1AS) officers Gyanesh Ku-
mar and Sukhbir Sandhu
were appointed as ECs on
Thursday. They were select-
ed by a panel chaired by PM
Narendra Modi.

entertain plea
regarding E‘JMS‘ :

NEW DELHE: “Every method has
its plus and minus points,” the
supreme Court on Friday said
as it refused to entertaina’
plea alleging irregularities in
the functioning of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs). A
hench of Justices Sanjiv
[Khanna, Dipankar Datta and
Augustine George Masifi said
this court has already
examined several petitions

‘time and again and dealt with

various issues related tothe .
functioning of EVMs, “How—:
many petitions shall we. -~
entertain? Recently, we have
dealt with a plea relatedto
VVPAT, We cannot go by
assumptions. Every method

has its plus and minus points,
Sorry, we cannot entertain

this under Article 32,” the
bench told petitioner Nandini -
Sharma, appearing in-persof. -
The bench recorded in the

order that the issue raised in

_the petition has been

examnined by the apex court in
various petitions, Justice
Khanna-said more than 10 .
cases have been examined on
the issue by the court time
and again. Sharma has
arrayed the Election Commis-
sion of India and six political
parties as party in her plea.
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OPS hopes to
get Two Leaves
symbol soon

CHENNAI: Reiterating that he
would field candidates of
his faction in the “Two
Leaves’ symbol; ousted

- ATADMK leader and
former coordinator of the
party O Panneerselvam on
Friday said that he has
been pursuing a legal battle
to win back the rights over
symbol.

“It is our wish to conteston’ .
‘Two-Leaves’ symbol in the
Lok Sabha polls. T have
repeatedly said this on several
occasions. We have also been
exploring legal provisions to -
obtain the symbol. We will
soon succeed in our efforts,”
said Panneerselvam ina
statement. OPS was speaking
against the backdropofthe
- Election Commission of = ass=
. India’s notice to AITADMK
general secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswarni, seekinghis. -
explanation regarding one
Suriya Moorthi’s petition
urging the Commission to
freeze the symbol due to
-ongoing legal battle over party
" affairs. :

“We have extenided our
support to the BJP as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi can
only guarantee stable and
good governance at the
Centre,” OPS said.

Meanwhile, the absence of
Panneerselvam and AMMEK
leader TTV Dhinakaran in the
BJP public meeting at
Kanniyakumari on Friday
gave fodder for rumour mills.
New entrant R Sarathkumar,

~ whomerged his party All -
India Samathuva Makkal -
Katchi with BJP, and leaders

. of the minor partners of the .
BJP shared dais with Modi. -
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Apex court seeks EC response on NTK’s plea\'

HEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Friday sought a response from the

Election Commission on a plea by -
a Tamil Nadu-based unrecognised

political party - Naam Tamilar
Katchi - challenging the allotment
of free symbols to unrecognised
political ‘parties on first come,
first served (FCFS) basis.

A bench comprising  Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and justices JB Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra also issued a no-
. tice to another unvecognised political
‘party that was granted the poll symbol
on which Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK)
had contested elections in the past.

The high court had on March 1 dis-
missed the NTK’s petition challenging
the allotment of free symbols by the poll

panel to unrecognised political parties

~ ona first come, first served basis.
Tt had rejected the NTK’s contention
that the Election Symbols Order to this

offect was arbitrary and unconstitution- :

al, saying a contrary view would opér-
ate against the very essence of having
free symbols. The petitioner was ag-

: grieved by the _a\]lotme_mt of the free sym;

The petitioner was aggrieved by

the allotment of the free symbol

‘ganna kisaw’ {sugarcane farmer)
to another political party In
Tomii Nadu and Puducherry

bol ‘ganna kisan' (sugarcane farmer) to
another political party in Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry for the upcoming Lok
Gabha elections. While issuing the no-

tice on the petition, the CJ1 said the ap- .

peal would be taken up for hearing after
the Holi vacation: The top court said it
will examineithe scheme of Paragraph

103' (B) of the Election Symbols Order
which deals with grant of free symbols

o parties and candidates on an FCFS

Basis.

The NTK has assailed the EC’s poli-
¢y for being “unconstifutional”.

The petitioner party said all appli-
cations filed within the valid window
period for allotment of a free symbol-
should be considered by the Election
Commission on the same footing and
therefore the ‘ganna kisan’ symbol
should be allotted to it as ithas fought .
six elections since 2019 on that.

‘«Thig Court is of the view that if
the plea of the Petitioner Party is ac-
cepted, the same will operate against
the essence of ‘fres symbols’, as
it will take away the rights and bene-
fits granted to the unrecognised

political parties to contest the elec-
tions with a free and common sym-
bol,” the High Court had observed in
a'recent order. ; ;
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