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‘Big beneficiaries claim inability
to reveal poll bond donor details

EC publishes electoral bonds data sub

mitted by political parties; BJP had said it did not main

Tules did not require it; Congress, Trinamool asked SBI for donor details; DMK, JD(S), AIADMK

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

ost large reci-

pients of funding

through electoral
bonds, including the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party, the
Congress, and the Trina-
mool Congress have not
shared any details about
their donors, in submis-
sions made to the Election
Commission (EC) under
the direction of the Su-
preme Court in May 2019
and November 2023.

This came to light on
Sunday when the EC pu-
blished the data previously
submitted to it by political
parties in sealed covers un-
der the top court’s direc-
tions. In fact, only a hand-
ful of parties have revealed
their electoral bond -do-
nors’ identities in their en-
tirety. These parties in-

Data on donors

Fresh data on poll bonds published by the EC revealed that a few regional
parties disclosed the names of donors, while the BJP and Congress did no
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tain donor records as scheme
released full list of donors

DMK received
35009 cr. from
firm of lottery
king Martin

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) received
7509 crore in electoral
bonds from ‘lottery king’
Santiago Martin's Future
Gaming and Hotel Servic-
es, the largest donor to pol-
itical parties in India.

Of the poll bonds worth
£1,368 crore purchased by
the firm between April 12,

2019 and January 24, 2024,

37% went to the DMK.

CONTINUED ON
»PAGES
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Many elections, AT's dark dimension

he rapid development of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) models suggests that
we are at an inflection point in the
history of human progress. The speed
with which the development of newer skills is
taking place suggests that the day is not far off
when Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI) will
transform into Artificial General Intelligence
(AGI), which can mimic the capabilities of human
beings. Such a situation could revolutionise our
ideas about what to expect from machines.
Breakthroughs in the Al domain will bring about
anew chapter in human existence, including the
way people react to both facts and falsehoods.

The potential of Al is already clear. Many such
as Sam Altman of OpenAl in the United States,
believe that it is the most important technology in
history. Al protagonists further believe that Al is
set to turbocharge, and dramatically improve, the
standard of living of millions of human beings. It
is, however, unclear, as of now, whether, as many
Doomsday sayers aver, whether Al would
undermine human values and that advanced Al
could pose ‘existential risks’.

Al and the electoral landscape

With the seven-phase general election in India
having been announced, and to be held from

" April 19 to June 1, 2024, political parties and the
electorate cannot, however, afford to ignore the
Al dimension. This year, elections are also
scheduled to be held (according to some reports)
in as many as 50 other countries across the globe,
apart from, and including, India, Mexico, the
United Kingdom (by law, the last possible date for
a general election is January 28, 2025) and the
United States.

These elections are set to alter the fate of
millions of people, and policymakers and the
electorate need to ponder over the positive and
negative impacts of this new technology. Rapid
technological breakthroughs in Al (especially its
latest manifestation, such as Generative Al that
provides dynamic simulations and mimics real
world interactions) carry their own burdens. it
may be too early to fully contemplate the possible
impact of AGI- Al systems that simulate the
capability of human beings — but all this is
indicative of yet another dimension to electoral
dynamics that cannot be ignored.

It may, hence, not be wrong to consider the
elections of 2024 as a curtain-raiser to whether Al
and its offerings (such as Generative Al) would
prove to be a game changer. The world is by now
aware that Al models such as ChatGPT, Gemini,
Copilot are being employed in many fields, but
2024 would be a test case as to whether Al's
newer models could alter electoral behaviours
and verdicts as well. The good news, perhaps, is
that those wishing to employ Generative Al to try
and transform the electoral landscape do not
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With a series of
elections to be
held across the
world in 2024,
the potential of
Al to disrupt
demaocracies
cannot be
dismissed

have adequate time to fine-tune their Al models.
It would, however, still be a mistake to-
underestimate the extent to which Al could
impact the electoral landscape this time as well.
What might not happen in 2024, may well
happen in the next round of elections, both in
India and worldwide.

A recently published Pew Survey (if it can be
treated as reliable) indicates that a majority of
Indians support ‘authoritarianism’. Those
employing Al could well have a field day insucha
milieu to further confuse the electorate. Asit is,
many people are already referring to the
elections in 2024 worldwide as the ‘Deep Fake
Elections’, created by Al software. Whether this is
wholly true or not, the Deep Fake syndrome
appears inevitable, given that each new election
lends itself to newer and newer techniques of
propaganda, all with the aim of confusing and
confounding the electorate. From this, it is but a
short step to the inevitability of Deep Fakes.

Tacking Al ‘determinism’

Al technology makes it easier to enhance
falsehoods and enlarge mistaken beliefs.
Disinformation is hardly a new methodology or
technology, and has been employed in successive
elections previously. What is new is that
sophisticated Al tools will be able to confuse the
electorate to an extent not previously known or
even envisaged. The use of Al models to produce
reams of wrong information, apart from -
disinformation, accompanied by the creation of
near realistic images of something that does not
exist, will be a whole new experience. What can
be said with some degree of certainty is that in
2024, the quality and quantity of disinformation
is all set to overwhelm the electorate. What is
more worrying is that the vast majority of such
information would be incorrect. Hyper realistic
Deep Fakes employed to sway voters, and micro
targeting are set to scale new heights.

The potential of Al to disrupt democracies is,
thus, very considerable. Simply being aware of
the disruptive nature of Al and AI fakes is not
enough. It may be necessary, for democracies in
particular, to prevent such tactics from distorting
the ‘thought behaviour’ of the electorate. Al
deployed tactics will tend to make voters more
mistrustful, and it is important to introduce
checks and balances that would obviate efforts at
Al ‘determinism’, Notwithstanding all this, and
while being mindful of the potential of AGI, panic
is not warranted. There are many checks and
balances available that could be employed to
negate some of AlI's more dangerous attributes.

The wide publicity given to a spate of recent
inaccuracies associated with Google is a timely
reminder that Al and AGI cannot be trusted in
each and every circumstance, There has been
public wrath worldwide over Google Al models,

including in India, for their portrayal of persons
and personalities in a malefic manner, mistakert
or otherwise. These reflect well the dangers of
‘runaway’ Al.

Inconsistencies and undependability still stall
many Al models and pose inherent dangers to
society. As its potential and usage increases in
geometric proportion, threat levels are bound to
80 up. As of now, even as the potential of Al
remains very considerable, it tends to be
undependable. More so, its ‘mischief potential’
cannot be ignored.

As nations increasingly depend on Al solution
for their problems, it is again important to
recognise what many Al experts label as Al's
‘hallucinations’. In simple terms, what these
experts are implying is that ‘hallucinations’ make
it hard to accept and endorse Al systems in many
instances. What they further imply, specially in
the case of AGI, is that it tends at times to make
up things in order to solve new problems. These |
are often probabilistic in character and cannot be
accepted ipso facto as accurate. The implication |
of all of this is that too much reliance on AT |
systems at this stage of development may be
problematic. The stark reality, though, is that
there is no backiracking from what Al or AGI
promises, even if results are less dependable than
one would like. :

We cannot also afford to ignore other

- existential threats associated with AL The dangen
on this account pose an even greater threat than
harm arising from bias in design and-
development. There are real concerns that Al
systems, oftentimes, tend to develop certain
inherent adversarial capabilities. Suitable
concepts and ideas have not yet been developed
to mitigate them, as of now. The main types of
adversarial capabilities, overshadowing other
inbuilt weaknesses are: ‘poisoning’ that typically
degrades an Al model’s ability to make relevant
predictions; ‘back dooring’ that causes the model
to produce inaccurate or harmful results; and
even ‘evasion’ that entails resulting in a model
misclassifying malicious or harmful inputs thus
detracting from an Al model's ability to perform
its appointed role. There are possibly other
problems as well, but it may be too early to
enumerate them with any degree of probability.

India’s handling of AT

Elections apart, India being one of the most
advanced countries in the digital arena, again
needs to treat Al as an unproven entity, While Al
brings benefits, the nation and its leaders should
be fully aware of its disruptive potential. This is
specially true of AG], and they should act with
due caution. India’s lead in digital public goods
could be both a benefit as well as a bare, given
that while AGI provides many benefits, it can be
malefic as well.
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Did not m &E&: names, details
of poll bond donors: BJP to EC

The party said particulars of donations Sm_.m not

maintained as it was not required under the then-existing legal provisions;

it said the scheme was introduced to bring ‘only

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

he Bharatiya Janata
@ Party (BJP), in its
letter to the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) shar-
ing other details of the do-
nations received through
electoral bonds till Septem-
ber 2023, had not dis-
closed the names of do-
nors, pointing out that
those particulars were not
maintained as it was not re-
quired under the then-ex-
isting legal provisions.
According to the fresh
data made public by the
EC, through a letter dated
November 3, 2023, it had
sought the details of the
donations made to the BJP
through electoral bonds.
On November 15, 2023,

the party wrote back to the

commission sharing partic-
ulars of such donations, to-
talling around %6,987

Aworker paints the BJP's symbol on a wall at Murshidabad in West

accounted for funds’ while protecting the donors from any consequences -

Bengal in preparation of campaigns for the Lok Sabha election. pi

crore, received from March

2018 till September 2023. °

However, it did not dis-
close the names of the do-
nors.

New provision in law
Several other parties gave
similar justifications for
either not collecting and
storing donors’ names or
not revealing them.

In its letter to the EC,

the BJP said it was required
to maintain and submit the
details of donations re-
ceived by it as per Section
29C of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951.

~ However, the subse-
quently amended provi-
sion stated that its sub-sec-
tion (1) — which pertains to
donations of over 220,000
received from persons or
private companies — would

not apply to the contribu-
tions received by way of an
electoral bond.

The letter said: “It is du-
ly submitted that as per the
Electoral Bonds Scheme,
bonds can be issued only
by the designated bank to
the desired person after
the complete KYC [Know
Your Customer] of the per-
son has been done. Furth-
er, the payment to the
bank for purchase of the
electoral bonds is strictl
made through the banking
channels only. As such, on-
ly accounted for funds can

- be used to purchase the

electoral bonds.”

Further exemption

The party also cited Sec-
tion 13A of the Income Tax
Act, 1961, which required
every political party to file
its Income Tax return and
maintain the particulars of

its donations received.

“There is an exemption
within the section for the
Pparty to maintain/disclose
the details of the donations
received through electoral
bonds,” it said.

“There is an exemption
from maintaining any de-
tails regarding the particu-
lars of donations received
through electoral bonds in
the Income Tax Act, 1961,
as well. The electoral

" bonds were introduced

with the aim of bringing
only accounted for funds
in political funding while
protecting the donors from
any consequences, there-
from. It is duly submitted
that as per the applicable
laws stated above, the par-
ty is not required to main-
tain the names and partic-
ulars of the donors of the
electoral bonds and as
such the party has not
maintained these particu-
lars,” it said in the letter.

In NE, only 2 Sikkim
parties got funds
through poll bonds

Rahul Karmakar

GUWAHATI

Only two parties from the
Northeast - both from Sik-
kim - received funds
through the electoral
bonds scheme introduced
in 2018, two data sets five
years apart uploaded by
the Election Commission
(EC) revealed.

According to the data
shared by the State Bank of
India last week, the Siklim

Democratic Front (SDF),:

which ruled the Himalayan
State from December 1994
to May 2019, received %5.5
crore through bonds bet-
ween April 2019 and Fe-
bruary 2024.

Before 2019, the SDF re-
ceived another ¥50 lakh
through bonds from Va-
dodara-based  Alembic
Pharmaceuticals Ltd., as
submissions by the politi-
cal parties on such receipts
up to April 2019 uploaded
by the EC on Sunday
reveal.

A letter by Dev Gurung,

the general secretary of the
SDF's administrative af-
fairs, to Sikkim’s Election
Department on May 31,
2019, outlines five bonds of
%10 lakh each credited into
the Gangtok branch SBI ac-
count of the party on Oc-
tober 12, 2018. Sikldm is a
production hub of 14 major
pharma companies.

The BjP-backed Siklim
Krantikari Morcha, which
assumed power in 2019,
has also received 365
crore through bonds,
which it encashed between
October 13, 2022, and Janu-
ary 19, 2024,

Two parties from Mizo-
ram mentioned in “details
of electoral bonds as re- .
ceived in digitised form
from Supreme Court regis-
try” said they did not re-
ceive any “donation in res-
pect of electoral bonds”.
These parties are the Mizo
National Front, which lost
power to the Zoram Peo-
ple’s Movement in 2023,
and the Zoram People’s
Conference.




Only time will
tell how poll
bond scheme
fared, says RSS

The Hindys Bureau
NEW DELHI

The electoral bonds
scheme was an “experi-
ment” and only time
would tell how effective it
was, Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) general se-
cretary Dattatreya Hosa-
bale said on Sunday, the
concluding day of the or-
ganisation’s Akhil Bharati-
ya  Pratinidhi  Sabha
(ABPS).

Asked about coricerns
being raised on the electo-
ral bonds issue, Mr. Hosa-
bale said the electoral
bonds scheme was an
“experiment”.

“It has been done with
checks and balances. It is
not that electoral bonds
have been introduced to-
day. Such schemes were
brought earlier too. Whe-
never a change is intro-
duced, questions are
raised and it is obvious [for
such doubts to come up].
Questions were also raised
when the EVMs (electronic
voting machines) were in-
troduced. But time will tell
how good the new system
is and the same should
hence be left for experi-
ment,” Mr. Hosabale said.
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| AS some parties did not disclose poll bond donors, SC
sought their ‘detailed _um_.anama in April 2019 order

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI

A second set of data pu-
blished on Sunday by the
Election Commission on
electoral bonds purchased
and redeemed by political

parties prior to April 12, |

2019 shows that many of
them did not disclose the
identities of their donors.

This is despite a specific
order of the Supreme
Court on April 12, 2019 that
political parties that bene-
fited. from the electoral
bonds scheme should con-
fidentially divulge to the
EC the “detailed particu-
lars of the donors as
against each bond”. The
order covered poll bonds
bought and encashed by
parties from March 2018 to
April 2019,

“We require all the polit-
ical parties who have re-
ceived donations through
electoral bonds to submit
to the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) in sealed
cover, detailed particulars
of the donors as against the
each bond; the amount of
each such bond and the

full particulars of the credit
received against each
bond, namely, the particu-
lars of the bank account to
which the amount has
been credited and the date
of each such credit. The
above details will be fur-
nished forthwith in respect

of electoral bonds received -

by a political party till
date,” a three-judge Bench
headed by then Chief Jus-
tice of India Ranjan Gogoi
had directed in the interim
order of April 12, 2019.

Question on duality
The question why some
political parties like the
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) revealed their
donors while others could
not, either on legal or prin-
cipled grounds, is likely to
come up for debate before
a five-judge Bench led by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud on Monday.
The five-judge Bench is
primarily seeking an expla-
nation from the State Bank
of India (SBI), the author-
ised bank under the
scheme, on why the un-
ique hidden alphanumeric
serial numbers of each
electoral bond were not in-
cluded in the first tranche
of data published by the EC

electoral bonds case. ant

on March 14. The first set of
data received by the EC
from SBI had covered
bonds purchased and re-
deemed by parties from
April 12, 2019 till February
15, 2024, the date on which
the top court struck down
the anonymous political
funding  scheme as
unconstitutional.

“The judgment [of Fe-
bruary 15, 2024] required
the State Bank of India to
furnish to the EC all details
of the electoral bonds pur-
chased, and, as the case
may, redeemed by political
parties, including the date
of purchase/redemption,
name of the purchaser and
the denomination of the
electoral bond purchased.
It has been submitted that
SBI has not disclosed the

"ABench led by Chief Justice of India DY. Chandrachud hearing the

alphanumeric numbers of

‘the electoral bonds,” the
- five-judge Bench said, con-

veying its dissatisfaction

with the bank in its order -

on March 15.

In-built security feature
The fact that every bond
has a unique number is
confirmed from a March
15, 2019 affidavit filed by
the Ministry of Finance in
the Supreme Court, which
said that “unique hidden
alphanumeric serial num-
bers was an in-built securi-
ty feature”. The unique
numbers would identify
which donor bought which
poll bond and contributed

‘to which political party.

Ideally, the political par-
ties and the EC could argue
in court that they did not

have the donor details as
this was kept confidentially
by the bank. However, the
question may arise from
the court as to why the par-
ties or the EC did not, in all
these years, seek a modifi-
cation of the April 12, 2019
order to give “detailed par-
ticulars” of their donors
who contributed through

. electoral bonds till April

2019. The EC could con-
tend that, unlike the first
set of data which was di-
rectly received from the

‘bank, the second tranche

was supplied by political
parties.

It was only on Novem-
ber 2, 2023, while reserv-
ing the case for judgment,
that the top court had di-
rected the EC to hand over
the data on electoral bonds
from before April 2019 af-
ter updating the informa-
tion till September 30,
2023. The court had kept
the information in its cus-
tody till the EC had sought
it in an application last
week. The court had re-
turned the original docu-
ments to the EC along with
a digitised version, which
was published on Sunday.

The issue before the
court is whether the Febru-
ary 15 judgment would ap-

ply to the pre-April 2019 in-
formation on electoral
bonds.

Complete disclosure
The judgment has called
for a complete disclosure
on electoral bonds pur-
chased from April 12, 2019
till February 15, 2024. The
information required to be
published by the court ver-
dict included the date of
purchase, donor name, de-
nomination of the electoral
bond, details of recipient
political parties and date of
encashment.

The court has now
made it clear that this
would also include the un-
ique alphanumeric num-
bers of the bonds.

On March 11, following
its judgment on February
15, the court had specifical-
ly instructed the EC to “pu-
blish the details of the in-
formation which was
supplied to this court in
pursuance of the interim
orders (April 12, 2019 and
November 2, 2023) on its
official website”. This
would logically mean the
judgment had applied for
the purchase and redemp-
tion of electoral bonds in
the period before April 12,
2019.

Poll bonds are
bribes to get
contracts,
says CPI(M)

The Hindu Burean

KOLKATA

The CPI(M)’s State secre-
tary in West Bengal, Mo-
hammad Salim, said on
Sunday that revelations on
electoral bonds triggered
by the top court’s orders
have exposed the similari-
ties between the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the
Trinamool Congress. He
said that the Communist
Party of India (Marxist)
stood proud and vindicat-
ed for challenging the elec-
toral bond scheme in the
Supreme Court.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party head-
quarters in Kolkata, Mr. Sa-
lim said that -electoral
bonds were a “political
bribe” to secure contracts,
something similar to the
“cut money culture” in
‘West Bengal.

“CPI(M) is the only polit-
ical party which has not ta-
ken a single penny from
any corporate. No corpo-
rate ‘can dare to claim to
have issued a bribe to the
CPI(M),” he said.

Mr. Salim went on to
add that the media should
not paint all political par-
ties with the same brush.



- from lottery baron
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DMK treasurer T.R: Baalu on
Sunday 'said- the party
received ¥509 crore from
Santiago Martin's company
Future Gaming and Hotel
Services Private Limited
through electoral bonds. The
second highest donor for the
party is Mega- Engineering
and Infrastructure Limited
(MEIL) which donated %105
crore, he said.

- The AIADMK received a

total of Rs. 6.05 crore through
electoral bonds in 2018.
Chennai Super Kings Cricket
Limited, a subsidiary of
India Cements, contributed a
major. chunk of '¥5 crore
while Lakshmi Machine
Works Limited in Coimba-

tore manufacturing special

purpose machinery gave %1
crore.
Capital Funds Limited Gopal
Srinivasan donated %5 lakh.
The DMK and AIADMK
have named donors in their
submission while otlier par-
- ties including the BJP had
only revealed the number of
electoral bonds and the amo-

Chairman-_ of TVS:

Deccain Clananicle
Dorerg. 02909

DMK got %509 crore EC publishes more bond data;

unts received to the Election
Commission of India.

At %1,368 crore, Coimbat-
ore-based Future Gaming of
‘lottery king’ Santiago Mart-
in was the biggest purchaser
of EBs, of which nearly 37 per
cent went to the DMK.

Mr Baalu had written a let-
ter to the Election
Commission of India on 11
November last year submit-

ting the details of-the elec- -

toral bonds. India Cements
owned by former Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) chief*N. Srinivasan
had donated Rs 14 crore to
the DMK while Sun TV
Network gave RY10 crore. He
said the DMK received Rs 656
crore through  electoral
bonds from April 2019 to
November 2023. The donors

to the DMK had revealed

themselves even though the
electoral bond scheme did
not require the details of the
donor to be furnished.
Between April 2019 to March
2020, the DMK received 45
crore from corporations such
as India Cements, MEIL,
Ramco Cements, Apollo gro-
up, LMW company, Birla Gr-

- oup and Triveni group.

 BJP, Trinamul got most funds

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MAR: 17

Some skeletons -tumbled .
the Election -

out as
Commission = (EC) . on
Sunday made public the
data submitted by politi-
cal parties on the elec-
toral bonds (EB). While
parties like the BJP, the
Congress, the TMC and
the SP withheld details of
their donors and provided
only the total amount of
money received with
dates, a few like the DMK,
the AIADMK and - the
JD(S) went a siep ahead
and declared it all, includ-
ing who gave how much.
According to data
uploaded by the EC; out of
the total Rs 656.5 crore the
DMK got, 83 per cent of

. the party's total donations

amounting to Rs 509
crores camte from the con-
troversial Future Gaming
and Hotel Services.
According to the latest
dataset released by the
EC, the BJP is the biggest
beneficiary of the. elec-
toral bonds scheme,

Wm g@t i'& < TDP; 181.35 crore,
JD{S):¥89.75¢crore.
BIP: ¥6,986.5 crore Shiv Sena: 760.4 crore
Trinamul: Y1,397 crore, . (RIB:TS6crore . o
Congress: T1,334 crore  NCP:350.51 crore
BRS:T1,322crore. . ;SPi%l405¢crore .
BiD:T944.5crore .~ Akali Dal 37.26 crore

receiving the maximum
funds of Rs 6,986.5 crore.
The ruling BJP is fol-
lowed by  West Bengal's

Trinamul Congress,
which got Rs 1,397 crore.
The Congress got Rs 1,334
crore and the BRS got Rs -
1,322 crore.

.The JD(S) declared Rs
89.75. crore donation
through bonds purchased
by the Embassy Group of
Companies (Rs 13 crore),
Infosys (Rs 8 crore), -
Biocon (Rs 2.5 crore),
Megha Engineering (Rs §
crore) and JSW Steel (Rs §
crore).

The MCP got Rs 50.51 -

crore, while the AAP
.declared it got Rs 5.75
crore till May 2019, mostly
through the Bajaj Group,
which gave Rs 3 crore.
Among regional parties,
the BJD encashed elec-
toral bonds worth Rs 944.5
crore, the YSR Congress
Rs 442.8 crore, the TDP Rs
181.35 crore, the SP got Rs
14.05 crore, the Akali Dal
got Rs 7.26 crore, the Shiv
Sena got Rs 60.4 crore and
the RJD got Rs 56 crore.
Jammu and Kashmir's
National Conference got
Rs 50 lakhs in EBs

- Sena, -

through Bharti Group.
Sikkim Krantikari

- Morcha got Rs 15.50 crore.

The Left parties like the
CPI(M), CPI, All India
Forward ‘Bloc, CPI-ML,
did not participate in this
process as they were prin-
cipally opposed to it. The

SP, AIUDF,
Maharashtra Navnirman
Indian  Union
Muslim League, Indian
National Lok Dal, Naga
People’s Front and the
Lok Janshakti Party (RV)
did not get any money. .~ -

The EC had sought
information in detail
about the electoral bonds
redeemed by the political
parties, specifying the
dates and amount of the
money received. This
data was submitted by
the EC in sealed covers to
the Supreme Court and it
was later asked to put the
data in the public
domain. Though ‘the EC
had sought only limited
information, some par-
ties went ahead and dis-
closed the names of the
donors.
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Make LS polls freer, fairer;
also try to make it shorter

that has visited India after

five years. In the biggest democratic

exercise in the world, around 97 crore Indians will elect 543 mem-

The curtain is officially up 'on a 44-day-long festival of democracy

bers to the Lower House of Parliament with a mandate to run the

- country for the next five years.

. % i - The general election is a reflection of the idea called India. From the
% 2 below-sea-level booths in Kuttanad in Kerala to the world's ‘highest polling
% 7 pooth at Himachal Pradesh’s Tashigang, from the sub-zero temperatures of
Ladakh to the scorching heat at Jodhpur, from bustling metros to serene
tribal villages in forest interiors, from teenagers to centenarians, avid
democrats to'violent doomsayers, they open India to a 360-degree view of

what it is to be the most diverse nation of the world.
. Elections have changed dramatically in the past few decades. The exer-
y . cise has become a lot fairer with the introduction of voter identity cards

The EC must be

- even-handed in its

crackdowns,

pearing in mind

’ charges raised
against it by many

of being soft
on the ruling
party while
harsh towards its
rivals

and the deployment of adequate security forces.
Counting has become an easier and faster affair
with electronic voting machines, though there
are doubts expressed by people genuinely con:
cerned about their bona fides. The gradual
increage in the share of machines with a voter-
verified paper audit trail (VVPAT) system, now
covering every machine, has helped alleviate
some of these worries. At present, the VVPAT
counterfoils from five machines in each
Assembly segment of a Lok Sabha constituency o
are randomly selected and verified with the
numbers those EVMs provided. The Election
Commission must consider the popular demand
for increasing this share. It may delay the

results a bit but is worth the wait given the stakes involved.
The EC has listed four challenges to the conduct of fair polls: money, mus-

cle power, misinformation and violations of the model code of conduct

(MCC). It will be only doing its job if it cracks down on the perpetrators in

an even-handed fashion. The EC must
against itself about being harsh towards

the ruling party.

bear in mind the charges raised
the Opposition parties but soft on

Y

With the MCC in force to be lifted only after the counting, governance
will come to a standstill for the next two-and-a-half months. While it is
essential in order that the election is a fair one, the length of the period is
a luxury that India can ill-afford. The EC considers seven phases to be nec-
essary in order to ensure the deployment of Central paramilitary forces in
all constituencies and in sufficient numbers. But it is time it considers
optimising all the forces available so that the number of phases is less.

The EC's decision not to hold the Assembly elections in Jammu and
Kashmir is unfortunate as it denies the people of the Union territory their

right to have a popular governmen

t. For a Union government that bats for

“one-nation-one-election”, its excuse of not being able to provide adequate
= security personnel to cover Assembly polls in a Union territory, albeit
with extraordinary security concerns, is untenable. If one might para-
phrase what former US President John F. Kennedy once said, the rights of
every Indian are threatened when the rights of a citizen of Jammu and
Kashmir are diminished. To ensure that the right of every Indian to elect
their government is respected is theresponsibility of the Election

Commission.

The W3 GY

Al

Dakeds ) 2 OR. 3)_09_1;,

Fresh data shows Congress
second-largest gainer from
EBs, slightly ahead of TMC |

| Bonds were]

at our offices, don’t know

by whom: TMC, JD(U)

Times News NeTwork B el e
e - 11-DAY PERIOD HEY Vishwa Doken & Digak Dash 5
rhen the Election [> Freshinfothat Sunday's . Jo) REVEALS
./\/ Commission  re- |Eci release provided is | NewDelhi:Inabizarreexplana W0 DORATED T36R
!V leasedthefirstsetof |from April1,2019%0 Aprif11, : tiontomasktheirdonors, Trina- | > TMC did not disclose
data on electoral bonds last | 2019, a crucial perlod i mool Congress and JD(U), in | idetities of tire donors
week, one of the more sur- * | for electoral funding i their electoral bond disclosures | Who gave ¥75 crore through
%ri_sing rerelauons was that | as it was on the eve of i for201819,saidsomeanonymous | electoral bonds between July
; ﬁmm Gonggm:.d a re- |2019 Lok Sabha polls i people dropped/handed over | 16,2018,and May 22,2019
glo party restricted large- | 5 while Cong encashed i sealed envelopes in their respec- | > Party said most bonds
y to u&:ta;.nhad received | EBS worth nearly T142cr i tive offices in Kolkata and Patna | were sent to its office, put
E}Ogl gress, a na- | over those 11 days, TMCgot i and, thercfore, they were un- | fn drop hox or sent through
onal party Sunday's fresh | just T10cr. As a result, : aware of who made the dona- | messengers, 50
datadumpfromthe ECshows | in total till date, Cong pips : tions. = sodiint mow
thatCongresshasactuallyre- | TMC with ¥1,95Zcr compared | Though JD(U) disclosed the Bkl of bvers
ceived more through EBs |to T1,717cr § {dentitias of donors of ® crore. [ 1oL tecksed Identities
than Trinamool, though not { qutof total donation of Gcrors | Of 200800 Who gave 23 crore
by much. days of 201820, that isthepe | that It recefved In April oo, |Lutof¥icrorein Aprll2019

The earlier data was for
the period from April 12, 2019

. onwards. What was also

available in the public do-
mainearlierwasthecollation
of EBdatafor2017-18 and 2018-

“19bythe Association for Dem-

ocratic Reforms. Those two
figures combined put the Tri-
namool ahead of Congress. -
The fresh information
that Sunday's release has pro-
vided isthedatafor thefirst11

riodfrom April1, 2019to April
11, 2019, a crucial period for i
electoral fundingasitwason :

the eve of the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls.

just 710 crore. As a result, in

compared to ¥1,717cr.

TMC did not disclose identities ~ and other details of the buyers”
of donorswhocollectivelydonat: TMCsaid initssubmissiontothe
ed nearly €75 crore through elec- = Election Commission on May 27,

i toral bonds to the party between 2019, Similarly JO{U), in i

i July16, 2018, and May 22,2019, ', s,
That shows that while :

Congress encashed EBS

worth nearly 7142 crore over :

those 11 days, Trinamool got :

y mission on May 30, 2019, said,

“Most of these bonds were “Somebodycametoourofficeon
sent to our office and dropped in ~ April 3, 2019, in Pamaand handed
the drop box or sent through  overasealed envelope and when
messengers from various per- it was opened, we found a bunch

i sons who wished to i
the total till date, Congress : U OGE - coutaltine 1) lackotal bonds of
pips Trinamool with #1.852cr |

parFxmanyofwhnmp'a{erture Teroreeach.”
main anonymous Thus, we are

i not in the possession of names  PUnique number, P 16



Pecean Clavonicie
Teired v 18-0R- D03,

2 As the model code of conduct for the Lok Sahha election comes into force at =
* Chennal, the Election Flying Squad officers alnng wuth city police conducted vehicle .
—N.Sampath .

checks at New Avadi Road on Sunday.  *

3L seized byﬂymg

squad in

Collector and Returning

person

identified. as

Erude, March 17: A fly-
ing squad team on Sunday
morning seized Rs 3 lakh
3 from a person in this
district, officials said.
With the Election Com-
- mission of India (ECI)
announcing the poll dates
for the 18th Lok Sabha ele-
ctions on Saturday, the
Model Code of Conduct
has come into effect imm-
ediately.
The

Erode District

Officer Raja Gopal Sunk-
ara has formed flying
squads. The officials, who
were checking vehicles at

Vettu Kattu Valasu area.
this morning, stopped a-

motorcyclist and found 23
lakh cash with him.

As there Were no proper
documents for the
amount, the officials
seized the money and reg-

istered a case against the.

Vadivelu of Erode dis-
trict. :
Similarly, at the railway
station here, the flying.
squad team found two
merchants having a bun- -
dle containing clothes and
no proper documents for
the purchase of the same. -
The team seized the
clothes. Later, the mer-
chants submitted the bills,
officials said. —PTI

I-Nexs, Dored i\ 803 209,

Ve

900 ymg squads swing into actlon across TN

be seized by the flying squad
authorities.

In Chennai, there would be 3,719
booths of which 579 were identified
R 7 as vulnerable and the polling date
Flying'squad:: approaches more vulnerable booths
imembers; would be identified depending on
IR thesituation.
vahicla fo. According to District Election Of-
2 ficer and Greater Chennai Corpora-
PR tion (GCC) Commissioner Dr J
imisuse/of: Radhakrishnan, 579 vulnerable
SO EANT e polling stations had been identified
EUL LT TTTER by the Refuring Officers so far.
4 3 "thl‘l: 3,719 polling stations in
(Chennaion: mmhku?:es were h?:n% by
Sunday, Returning Officers as per the poll-

ing percentage,” he said.
As ol now, no critical polling sta-

tions have been identified. A joint
exercise with the officials of the EC
4 :;:ithepnlwe will be carried out in
0 i1 i 2o
CHENNAL A day after the schedule eﬂ'ectu}ﬂmslate. intense checks ~ documents and against those at- vulner?ll:fand tc‘:'litlllml porllﬁ:
for the Lok Sabha polls was were being carried out across Tamil tempting to bribe the voters. Healso  booths, he add
announced more than 900 flying Nadu in all the constituencies since  said all those ing cash in ex- Inthec!ly.lteheckpoets lszﬂy
squads were formed and they Sunday morning. cess of Rs 50,000 should have valid  ing squads, 192 static and 32 video
swung into action from Sunday Vehicle checks were intensified documents failing which it would survei]lame teams and 32 video
amfmmmmhuse toascertain whether money was be- viewing teams will be deployed.
of ?;ru;r::ar bing the Egm&txm&td illegally to be dis- Giilef Elestoral Dificer Thﬁv“'iﬂheequimedmﬂlwmdﬁ
voters Jections "Tamil Nadu Chif Electoral 0. SHabFata Sahoo said sirict Wi o0 el e o,
5 e Model Cods of Conduct for  ficer Satyabrala Sahoo said strict 460N would he taken against L7 0 erations and rievances
the April 19 single phase polling action would be taken against those 11058 £2iTyiag moncy witheut Command and Control eé?ue
comes into force with immediate carrying money without proper proper decuments Radhakrishnan added.
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Bonded favours

Disclosures confirm fears of sceptics
about electoral bonds

@ ordid revelations that keep pouring from
<% the disclosure of details about the purchas-
t._2” ers and recipients of electoral bonds con-
firm the early apprehension of sceptics that the
anonymous political funding scheme will have
undesirable consequences. Ranging from likely
quid pro quo deals to flagrant proximity between
companies being investigated by central agencies
and the purchase of electoral bonds worth hun-
dreds of crores by these firms, the scheme has
played out exactly as its detractors predicted.
Fears that shell companies and loss-making enti-
ties may be used to buy the electoral bonds and
donate them to parties seem to have come true.
The argument that waiver of the rule that politi-
cal donations can be made by companies only up
to a certain percentage of their profits will render
the scheme illegal has been proved right. The Su-
preme Court of India did well to voice these con-
cerns, flagging the potential for wrongdoing and
striking down the bonds scheme in its entirety as
unconstitutional. However, the delay in disposing
of the multiple challenges to the scheme, without
ever staying its operation over the years, has had
its own cost. It is a sobering thought for all those
invested in democracy to note that the political
and corporate classes have lived up to the public
expectation that they are ready to use the scheme
for mutual benefit rather than solve the problem
of unclean funds vitiating the election campaign.
Some details about who donated to which par-
ty are emerging now, thanks to a few parties hav-
ing disclosed their names and given them to the
Election Commission of India on the Court’s or-
* ders. However, it is disappointing that both the
ruling BJP and the Congress did not disclose
them even in sealed covers. It is possible that
there will be more revelations in the coming days
when unique numbers given to each bond are
disclosed. The role of investigative agencies has
been politically controversial, especially under
the present regime, but the strong correlation
between searches and arrests on one hand, and
the dates of purchase of bonds on the other,
shows the Centre in a bad light. It will be a dark
day for democracy if it emerges that the agencies
were used to arm-twist people into making polit-
ical contributions. The BJP has, unsurprisingly,
emerged the largest beneficiary, having received
well above ¥6,000 crore and nearly half the con-
tributions made through the bonds route. Ho-
wever, its attempt to describe contributions as
comparatively low if seen against the fact that it
has the largest number of Lok Sabha members is
quite naive, or worse, self-incriminating. Power
and influence do attract political funding, but
misusing them either by muscular demonstra-
tion or the promise of reward will ultimately be
subversive of democracy.

On the ballot

The Election Commission must ensure
a free and fair democratic process

s he general election to the 18th Lok Sabha
will be spread over seven phases and 44

il days, with the counting of votes sche-
duled for June 4. The announcement marks a for-
mal beginning but campaigning has become a pe-
rennial affair of Indian politics as if to vindicate
the ruling BJP's call for ‘one nation, one poll’,
which it argues will reduce the time spent in elec-
tioneering. Simultaneous elections and other
contentious questions form the backdrop for the
long-drawn election season, the largest such ex-
ercise anywhere in the world. While India has
enough reasons to be proud of its vibrant democ-
racy and exhilarating diversity, an honest intros-
pection can be sobering. From 2019, India has
witnessed rapid and massive changes, the good
and the bad. The BJP, naturally, is trying to pre-
sent its second term as an era of progress and
prosperity. While its propaganda has been blar-
ing, the Opposition’s attempts to critique it have
been feeble. This uneven playing field is largely
the outcome of the BJP’s misuse of state power to
influence other parties and actors in the political
process such as the media, the bureaucracy and
the private sector. Inherent problems weaken the
Opposition further. The fact that the principal
Opposition party’s bank account is restricted on
the basis of an alleged procedural lapse, which is
a minor one even if proven, says a lot about how
state agencies are tilting the scales.

The revelations so far around the electoral
bond scheme, which was declared unconstitu-
tional by the Supreme Court of India, also paint a
deeply disturbing pattern of shrinking fairness in
the election process. Given the circumstances,
the Election Commission of India (ECD has a diffi-
cult job in ensuring that the poll process is not

. only fair but also seen as such. This challenge has

been complicated by the abrupt exit of an ECI
member, and two hurried appointments. The
process of appointing the members of the ECI re-
mains controversial, given the complete control
that the political executive has given itself in it.
Opposition leaders have questioned the need for
such a prolenged poll schedule. In West Bengal,
where the BP is pulling cut all stops, polls have
been staggered across all seven phases. While the
EClis justified in its defence of the electronic vot-
ing machine, it needs to do more to ensure public
trust in them. In the conflict between the claim of
a right to privacy by donors and the voter’s right
to information, the ECI's equivocation is unwar-

" ranted, particularly after the Court has settled

the question. The ECI must know that all eyes are
on it when it comes to assessing the biggest de-
mocratic exercise on the planet.
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Plea in SC seeks disclosure o
poll bonds sold from ’18 to ’19

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

An NGO, Citizen’s Rights
Trust, has filed a plea
before the Supreme Court
seeking disclosure of the
details of electoral bonds
sold from March 1, 2018, to

*April 11, 2019, saying vot- .

ers are entitled to know
funding to political par-
ties for the period since
the start of the scheme.

The SBI is also likely to
respond on Monday to
Supreme Court directive
to file the reasons for the
non-disclosure of full data
regarding the electoral
bonds as ordered by the
top court.

In a landmark verdict
last month, the top court
scg:f:ped the Centre's elec:
toral bonds scheme that
allowed anonymous politi-
cal funding - calling it
“unconstitutional” and

“to  April

THE PLEA by Citizen's
Rights Trust has con-
tended that 9,159 bonds
worth 4,002 crores
have been sold between

" March 2018 to April
2019, which should also
be disclosed.

ordered the State Bank of
India, the exclusive
banker authorised under
the scheme, to submit the
details of the bonds pur.
chased from April 12, 2019
to Februaryl15, 2024 to the
Election Commission,
The plea by Citizen's
Rights Trust has contend-
ed that 9,159 bonds worth
T4,002 crores have been
sold between March 2018
2019, which
should also be disclosed.
The petition seeks a
direction to the SBI to
share the details of elec-
toral bonds sold and

redeemed from March 1,
2018, to April 11, 2019,
including the alphanu-
meric number, date of
purchase, denomination,
names of donors and par-
ties to the EC.

“It is submitted that
.once the entire Electoral

Bond Scheme is held to be
violative of  Article
19(1)(a) of the

Constitution, the citizens
are entitled to know the
details of the donor and
donee of the entire period
from March 2018 onwards
(the date when the scheme
turned operational). The
data available on the plat-
form of the Election
Commission represents
only 76 per ‘cent of the
total bonds and the voters
are not aware of the
details of the remaining
24 per cent of the
Electoral Bonds,” the
plea said.
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in electoral rolls
shock voters
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SPDOKW;': Two new names have been added in between

the electo-

ral numbers of K Baskar and his family members

Ram.Sundaram
@timesgroup.com

! Chennai: Tiruvallur resi-
i dents are reporting appeat-
gnce nt’.u:ﬂmngnmdividp_als
i listedas partof their families
i inthefinalvoterslist.
i . As state Chief. Electoral
i Officer Satyabrata Sahoo
: said the deadline for adding
i voters to the electoral roll is
i Sunday, K Baskar from Neh-
i ruStreet wanted to verify the
! dataonhimontheroll.Onthe
i election. commission’s web-
i site, he found two unfamiliar
{ names registered in his ad-
i dress. A 40-year-old man and
i a 3Byearold woman were
¢ listedalongsidehim, hiswife,
i and his son asresidents eligi-
i bletovotein Tiruvallur.
i Baskar, a resident of his
i current address since 1999,
¢ wondered whether the inclu-
i sion of the strangers was an
attempt to plant fake votes or
an error by field officers. He
i called for immediate action

-said.

from the commission. 2

Balakrishnan, from May-
or Chittibabu Street in Mana-
valan Nagar, reported that

* four individuals of a differ-

entreligion wereadded tothe
voter list to his uncle's ad-
dress, where the family has
lived for decades. "Addition
and deletion of voters has
been happening throughout
the year. Even then su(_:}}' er-
‘rors continue to happen,” he

CEO Sahoo had in Janu-
ary stated that more than six
lakh voters were removed
from the list due to duplicate
entries, change of address,
and deaths. In October 2023,
he informed political parties
about the use of special soft-
ware to identify and remove
more than two million dupli-
cate entries in the past lwo
years. Notices were sent to
suspected fake entries
through posts, and their
names were deleted after no
response within15days.
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MEW DELHE It is the oldest

parliamentary constituency of the ~ .

capital city, and has beena bastion
both for the Congress and the BJP
»There are 14.81 lakh voters, includ-
ing 8,08,721 men and 6,72,544 women,
in the constituency — all the 10
Assembly segments of which were
won by the AAP in the last polls

» The BJP has fielded Bansuri Swara]
from the seat

KEY DELHI LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCIES
‘ el T g

" 50UTH DELHL: It is the fourth largest

Lok Sabha constituency in the
national capital in terms of number
of voters after west Delhi, northwest
Delhi and northeast Delhi-

3 Its around 22.21 lakh voters,
including 12.34 lakh men and 9.86
lakh women, five mostly in villages
and unauthorised colonies

» The BIP has fielded Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri from the seat

tots, inaluding 2 STakivme
thenationalcanital f1as
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coming into effect. a flying

VEHICLES
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%

UNDER POLICE SCANNER

POLL GRIP: As special teams were formed to keep a tight vigil in the city in view of the model code
squad team searches a car near t_:hlntndripet MRTS station on Sunday

v
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Time will tell " 5C should form'=

' Swayamsevak Sangh Tines News NeTwork H
- general secretary - >
Dattatreya Hosabale on Namakkal: Sivaganga h”g
Sunday said the Earti Chldmam(,‘:m to |
electoral bonds is an urged the suprgmet.mw B
“experiment” and time B3 iy ons l'ssion H
will tell how beneficial Sty & rellied |
#  and effective it has been, ‘Supreme Coﬂ :
The RSS Akil Bharatiya - Rl
Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS) .
on Sunday re-elected “:3 reportersin
Dattatreya Hosabale for R e By mertl |
the post of general Namakial on fes havedo- :
secretary for three years, “sald many mml}aﬂ months of
Asked about concerns nated within a few unds of
being raised on the their launch. mmﬁabeveﬁ-
electoral bonds issug, such companiessho Court,” he
Hosabale said the Sangh Hed by tho Supreme Cour,
has not yet discussed about said. enting on, Prime
itas the electoral bonds is At ovoiva Moty o
a.nune ﬁ been ntiéne with ;n; v.’iii:s :; oppuslfl?g:’ lsl{al'arf?i
checks and balances and it ’ isits to Tam!
is not that electoral bonds e mlwmethdiase:ame time, we
have suddenly boen N ot e vista®
introduced today, it (such " On drug menace, Karti
scheme) was brought earli- AT tastateissuebuta
said, “Its no 5
(et e, mtina e
questions are raised. Ques.
tions were also raised
When the EVMs (electron-
ic voting machines) were
introduced,” he said.
“It is natural that
Questions will be raised by
People when new things
come up. But time will tell
how beneficial and
effective the new system
is. Hence, the San
thinks it should be left for

how useful
honds has
been: RSS

NAGPUR: Rashtriya

experiment,” he said,

“panel to probe
EB donations,
says Karti
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Hold polls in J&K

1 month after LS,

Azad requests EC

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, MARCH 17

The Election Comm-

ission, which is faced

with a barrage of criti-
cism from various the
Opposition parties follow-
ing its refusal to hold the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly polls along
with those for the Lok
Sabha, has found support
from former chief minis-
ter Ghulam Nabi Azad.
Endorsing the EC's view
that holding the Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions in J&K concurrent-
ly is not viable from the
security point of view, the
Democratic Progressive
Azad Party (DPAP) leader
on Sunday said, “We in
J&K have five Lok Sabha
seats and if ten candi-
dates fight from each of
these, we will have fifty
candidates in the fray, and
fifteen candidates are
there for each of the 90
Assembly segments, the
total number of candi-
dates would rise to 1,400,
It may even go up to 1,500.
It is difficult to provide
security to so many can-
didates all at once,” Mr
Azad said in Jammu.

Ghulam Nabi Aza.d;

The former chief minis-
ter, however, urged the EC
and the Centre to ensure
that the J&K Assembly
elections are held a
month after the process of
holding the Lok Sabha
polls is completed.

“The Assembly polls in
J&K should be held after
a month’s rest post the
Lok Sabha polls,” he said.

Various Opposition
political parties have
sharply criticised the EC
over its delaying the
Assembly polls in J&K
beyond the Lok Sabha
elections, alleging that a
crucial democratic space
is being denied to the peo-
ple of the erstwhile state.

After holding meetings,
the CEC had confirmed
the demand of joint
Assembly and Lok Sabha
polls in J&K.

s
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Congress

Purnima Sah
Abhinay Deshpande

MUMBAI

Launching a fierce criti-
cism of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led BJP go-
vernment, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
said Mr. Modi cannot win
the Lok Sabha eleﬂ:[on
without electronic voting
machines (EVMs), the En-
forcement Directorate
(ED), the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), and the
Income Tax department.

fiod g1t 4 Bl o N
o i Chief Minister M.K.

leader Rahul Gandhi and Tar[ﬂl Nadu
Stalin at the INDIA bloc rally in Mumbai on Sunday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

HEnd Cavedsw)
Porsd 12028094,
Modi can't win polls
without EVMSs, CBI,
ED, I-T Dept.: Rahul

Addressing an INDIA
bloc rally l:11tg!5hhmji Park
here, he accused the ruling
dispensation of sut.wertlns
democratic institmuﬂom-

Terming e now-
scrapped electoral bonds
scheme “white collar cor-
ruption”, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin said it
proved that the ruling BJP
was corTupt. ;

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

STALIN HITS QUT AT HODI
» PAGE2



The  WnaL CE vy W)

The Twres 55 TANe
APE (ST YR0Q 209, i

DoIel ) 2-03 -0y

Big beneficiaries yet to
reveal donor details

Some of the other parties that did not supply do-
nor details also noted that the scheme was de-
signed in such a way that they did not have ready
access to donor information, as these were essen-
tially bearer bonds. The details will only be avail-
able with the authorised bond issuer, the State
Bank of India (SB), they said.

The Congress and the Trinamool Congress, in
their 2019 disclosures, said that they had specifi-
cally asked the SBI to provide them with details of
the donors’ names. In response to the former’s re-
quest, the SBI had written back in June 2019, say-
ing, “The particulars of a donated EB [electoral
bond] is available with the respective donee/polit-
ical party” In their updated disclosures for the pe-
riod till September 2023, the Trinamool again said
that the information on donors was only available
with the SBI, while the Congress noted that it had
requested the bank yet again to provide this infor-
mation to the EC in compliance with the SC's di-
rections. It is not clear if the SBI responded again
to that missive from Congress. :

Regional players like the Telugu Desam party,
YSR Congress, Bharat Rashtra Samithi, and Biju
Janata Dal also did not reveal their bond donors.
Others, such as the Aam Aadmi Party, the Nation-
alist Congress Party, and the Janata Dal (United)
only revealed donor names from the start of the
electoral bond schemne in 2018 till April 2019.

However, donor names were not shared by
these parties subsequently, when the court asked
for updated bond receipt details for the period up
to September 30, 2023. When political parties
submitted their first set of information to the EC,
around May 2019, the country was in the midst of
Lok Sabha election. .

The information released by the EC on Sunday
contained two sets of data. One tranche is the in-
formation that political parties had submitted to
the poll body in 2019, in response to an SC order
directing them to supply all electoral bonds-relat-
ed information, including donor names, from the
inception of the scheme till May 15, 2019. The oth-
er data set contained updated information on
such bond receipts till September 30, 2023, filed
by them with the EC. A review of both of these da-
ta sets showed that in neither of the cases did all of
the parties furnish all of the information they had
been directed to supply.

Electoral bonds a ’
scam, has exposed
corrupt BJP: Stalin

Tines News NETWORK.

Chennai: Chief minister MK
Stalin on Sunday called the
electoral bonds scheme a
scam which has exposed that
BJPisacorruptparty

At the public rally orga-
nised as part of the closing of
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi's Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
in Mumbai, Stalin said, “The
electoral bond scam has
proved BJP is corrupt. Who
collected ¥8,000cr in the name
of electoral bonds? It is a
white-collar corruption of
BJP.Can PM (Modi)talk about
Corruption?”

Calling the BJP athreat to
India, Stalinsaid, “What India
needs now is unity BJP that
divides people will be thrown
outsoon.”

Attacking Modi, Stalin
said, “Modi did only two
things inthepast10years. One
is foreign trips. Another is
fake propaganda.”

Rahul Gandhi started his
Bharat Jodo Yatra from Ka-
nyakumari, which , Stalin
flagged off. The second phase
of theyatracommenced from
civil war-torn Manipur and
concluded in Mumbai.

“The journey that started
from Kanyakumari should -
end in capturing Delhi and

1
SHOW OF UNITY: Chief minis-
ter M K Stalin embraces Con-

Mumbai rally on Sunday

forming a truly federal, secu-
lar and inclusive govt. It is a
journey to restore India that .
;vaai.;'d%uwed by BJP" Stalin |

Healso said since election
dates havebeen announced, it !
is their (INDIA bloc’s) goal is
to defeat BJE “We all should
dedicate ourselves to save In-
dia. The real victory of Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra lies in defeating BJE"
Stalin said.

Stalin also said from the
day they formed INDIA bloc,
BJP stopped using the term
INDIA. “Such is their fear:
That is why PM Modi stoops
low to defame our alliance,”
hesaid.

gress leader Rahul Gandhiat the



the . VTiwes o IVA Sa
Parel 1 2-6R- 23,

Social media emerge as go to campaign The Twel oF TVSa
mediums as parties sound poli bugle i

NEW DELHI: As the country gears up for the world's Mi ‘&\Ol‘r :j‘éﬁ)i

biggest electoral exercise, messaging platforms like

s A H
run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, political parties Ls p u“ dates
personalised ‘Letter from the Prime Minister’ on nﬂtlﬂcatlﬂn

WhatsApp, highlighting the achievements of the Modi
government and seeking feedback from voters. On the
other hand, the Congress runs a Rahul Gandhi WhatsApp

MEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Sunday is learnt

group in which the leader is said to interact with people to have initiated the
and respond to their queries, process of notifying the
dates of the seven-phase
» ¢ Lok Sabha elections by
sending the Election

Commission’s recommen-
] dation to President
Droupadui Murmu.

The first notification will
be issued on March 20 for
the first phase of polls on
April 19 in 102 seats. The
nomination process begins
for a particular phase with
the issuance of the
notification.
The elections for the 18th
Lok Sabha will begin on
April 19 followed by
subsequent phases on April
26, May 7, May 13, May 20,
May 25and June 1,
¢ ‘ according to the schedule
‘ = HRM—\ QEY":JS S \.\) a.nnuunuzﬁd by the Election
Commission on Saturday.
According to sources, the

= i Cabinet meeting held thi:
Dz 10.02:909), S

the President to issue the
= - \ . notifications for the
DMK received ¥509 cr.” e ECsinds the
fl‘ § 7 ;] mandatory recommenda-
_ from firm of lottery king i
e Ministry to notify the Lok
total, the DMK received 7656.5 crore through Sabha election dates. Under
;hhem eli?]cctliz‘-ia:sbg?d ;;Jal;e durintgh the same period. Rsfp?::em%i)ofggghe
5 e crore the party received People Act the EC sends its
&On;) Mhlr(!ega Infrastructure”. Incidentally, while mc;}mmenﬂal:on to the
s e llas merely mentioned the name of the government which requests
lonor as Mega_]n._fmstructure", an analysis of the the President to clear the
Election Commission’s (EC) data showed that the notification of the poll dates.

contributor is likely to be Hyderabad-based
Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Limited
(MEIL), as the dates on which the bonds were pur-
Chaged by the company and dates on which the
equivalent sums were encashed by the DMK,

match. The firm had purchased 7966 crore worth

of electoral bonds, the second highest in the coun-

try. Close to 10% of MEIL’s total
b al purchases went to



atvances
“counting date
fior Silddm
& Arunachal

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

The EC on. Sunday -

advanced the date of the
counting of votes for the
Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim Assembly polls
to June 2 from June 4.
The EC had announced
earlier that the votes
polled in the two
Assembly elections were
to be counted on June 4
along with Lok Sabha
poll votes. But as the

- term of the two
Assemblies are ending
on June 2, the date has
been advanced.

“The poll bedy is to
conduct election to
Legislative Assemblies
of Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim before the
cessation of their terms,
in exercise of the pow-
ers  conferred upon
under Article 324 read
with Article 172(1) of the
Constitution of India
and Section 15 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1951. The
term of house of both
the Legislative
Assemblies of
Arunachal and Sikkim
is due to expire on June
2,” the EC said.

“There shall be no
change in respect .of
Schedule or
Parliamentary
Constituencies of
Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim,” it added.

“The commission has
announced the schedule
for general elections to
Legislative Assemblies
of Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim along with
the schedule for the Lok
Sabha and various state
legislative assemblies,”
it said

e coan cink swniele.
'_D@;;_eg:“éé. ok flc__bl)_}

o

EC advances
poll counting
date in Sikkim,
Arunachal

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

‘The Election Commission
of India has rescheduled
the date of counting of
votes- for the Assembly
elections in Arunachal Pra-
desh and Sikkim from June
4 to June 2.

The date was advanced
by two days as the current
term of the Houses in the
two States expires on June
2

' Elections to the 60-
member Arunachal Pra-
‘desh and the 32-member

Sikldm Assemblies are |
scheduled for April 19. The

elections to two Lok Sabha
seats in Arunachal Pradesh
and one in Sikkim would
also be held that day.

There will be no change
in respect of the schedule
for the parliamentary con-
stituencies in . the two
northeastern States, a
statement from EC secre-
tary Sanjeev Kumar Prasad
said on Sunday.

The Wi Cinm W)
Dayens \2.68:9.09),

The Tivnes 6F Tlia
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two days to June 2.

New Delhi: The Election
Commission on Sunday ad-
vanced the counting of votes
for the assembly polls in Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Sikkim
to June 2 from June 4 as the
term of the legislative assem-
blies of the two states expires
onJune2.
The two northeastern
. states are due to see simulta-
i heous polls to the Lok Sabha
! and assembly, Polling for both
i thestateswillbeconductedon
i April 19. EC on Sunday clar-
i ified that the counting sched-
i ule for the parliamentary
i geats in the two states would
remain unchanged. Results
will thus be out for all the 543
Lok Sabha seats, including
i the two seats in Arupac_hal
i Ppradesh and one in Sikkim,
i onJuned. mH
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- Top TN parties come clean on poll

bond: Martin DMK’s biggest donor

DMK, AIADMK among the few to disclose details; biggest beneficiary BJP yet to reveal

HEW DELHE: Top purchaser of
electoral bonds Future Gaming
and Hotel Services donated Rs
509 crore to ruling DMK through
the now-scrapped payment mode,
the Election Commission’s (EC)
data showed on Sunday.

The donations given by Future Gam-
ing, whose owner, “lottery king"
Santiago Martin, has been under
the Enforcement Directorate's
(ED) scanner, accounted for
more than 77 per cent of the to-
tal receipts from electoral
_bonds of Rs 656.5 crore dis-
closed by the DMK.

Since most political parties
have not disclosed the names of
the donors, it was not knowm who
were the beneficiaries of the remain-
ing bonds worth Rs 859 crore pur-
chased by Future Gaming.

The disclosure is part of the data
dump pertaining to a total of 523 rec-
ognised and non-recognised political
parties made public by the EC on the
Supreme Court's orders.

parties that have disclosed the identi-
ty of the donors, while major parties
such as the BJP, Congress, TMC and
Aam Aadini Party (AAP) have not re-
vealed these details {o the EC, which

£l Bonds worth Rs 16,518 1 BJP received Rs 6,986.5 crore,
crore were sold from followed by Trinamool (Rs 1,397 cv),
March 2018 to January Congress (Rs 1,334 cr), BRS (Rs 1,322 1),
2024, said Association of BID (Rs 944.5 cr), DMK (Rs 656.5 cr) and
Democratic Reforms | YSRCP (Rs 442.8 ¢r)
[
Nitish Kumar-led Janata Dal | Eleit
(United) informed the Election . | parties (CPI,
Commission that someone ' CPM, AIFB
AGP, etc. did not delivered to iis office an and CPI-ML)
receive any with electoral bonds | refused
funding through worth Rs 10 crore on April 3, donations
bonds 2019, which it encashed within ~ by bond as
days but has got no information amatter of
on the donors | principle
The DMK is among the few political  has now made public those filings pur-

suant to a Supreme Court order.
Tuture Gaming was the biggest
purchaser of electoral bonds at Rs
1,368 crore, of which nearly 37 per
cent went to the DMK, Other major

donors of the party included the sec-
ond-largest purchaser of electoral

bonds, Megha Engineering (Rs 105

crore); India Cements (Rs 14 crore)
and Sun TV (Rs 100 crore).

Among the major parties that have
disclosed the identity of their donors,
the ATADMK got most of its dona-
tions from India Cements-ovmed IPL
cricket team Chennai Super Kings.

The Centre-ruling BJP received
the maximum funds through these
bonds at Rs 6,986.5 crore since they
were introduced in 2018, followed by
Trinamool Congress (Rs 1,397 crore),
Congress (Rs 1,334 crore), BRS (Rs
1,322 crore), BJD . (Rs 9445 crore),
DMK (Rs 656.5 crore) and YSRCP (Rs
442.8 crore).

According to an earlier report
compiled by the Association of Demo-
cratic Reforms, electoral bonds worth
Rs 16,518 crore were sold from March
2018 to January 2024. Collating the
two datasets, the BJP is estimated to
have received a total amount of Rs
7,700 crore during the entire duration
of the scheme. + bore on P5, 7
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