THE HINDU
i w zbm 2074

moo B_doém 8,377 ::mcﬂwo:mmm @o_z_nm_ m%mammamsa in Sm Q:

The Hindu wﬁmwn,
CHENNAI

With the Lok Sabha elec-
tion a month away, the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) removed 8,377
unauthorised political ad-

vertisements in the city as
on Monday in accordance
with the K&m_ nomm of

Conduct (MCC).

The last. mmnm ”.Q, aam”

nominations is March 27,
as per the minutes of a
meeting chaired by District
Election Officer and GCC
Commissioner J. Radhak-
rishnan with political party

representatives at Ripon

Buildings on Monday.
“They were introduced

~to the relevant officials of
- the constituencies, Return-

~ ing Officers, and manﬁon'
al Election omwnma. %mn_

waﬁ being informed of the
regulations for seeking per-
missions for public meet-
ings and other do’s and
don’t’s of the MCE. The
nomination filing will take
place at the Chennai Cor-
poration Regional Deputy
Commissioners’ offices,”
he told reporters.

- He mentioned that the

~_representatives were also
Ewﬁuﬁ& on the posses-

sion of valid documents.
Flying squads will seize
cash above ¥50,000 being
carried without valid docu-
ments. Guidance and
awareness on procuring
these documents will be gi-
ven to people, specifically
in market areas such as
Koyambedu, Mr. Radhak-
rishnanadded.

He said 8,377 political
advertisements, including

*

5,139 wall paintings, 2,931
posters, 149 banners, and
158 other items, such as
cut-outs and flag staff,
were removed from public
places in the city.

According to an official,
the removal of these adver-
tisements is pending in
some places due to man-
power shortage, and this
will be completed within
48 hours.

The next step will be the
removal of such advertise-
ments from private proper-
ties, Mr. Radhakrishnan
said,

Vote-from-home™  and
mobility arrangements at
booths have been made for
65,839 persons who arc
aged above 85 and persons
with disabilities with 40% |
locomoter  disability, he
added.



Hundreds of check-posts brought under CCTY surveillance ahead of election

Aplaces with a history of

§. Viiay Kumar
LHENNAIL

The Tamil Nadu police
have brought hundreds of
check-posts under CCTV
surveillance in the run-up
to the April 19 general elec-
tion. The State police will
be assisted by 200 compa-
nies of Central Armed Pol-
ice Forces (CAPF) person-
nel, as part of the security
arrangements in all 39 Lok
Sabha constituencies. |
Director-General of Pol-
ice Shankar Jiwal said that
elaborate security arrange-
ments were drawn up as
per the directions of the
Election Commission. Be-
sides Quick Reaction

Teams and Striking Force
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Vehicles, armed police per- -
sonnel would be part of the
Static Surveillance Teams
(SSTs) and Flying Squad
Teams (FSTs).

“We are fully geared up
to ensure the conduct of
the Lok Sabha electionin a
free and fair manner. A to-
tal of 1.7 lakh police per-
sonnel, including CAPF
companies, are being
drafted for election bando-
bust across the State. De-
ployment of manpower _
will be done in consulta- -
tion with the Chief Electo-
ral Officer. CCTY cameras
have been installed at
check-posts, including 90
along the State’s borders
with Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, Kerala and Pudu-
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cherry,” Mr. Jiwal told The
Hindu on Monday.

The DGP said that more

than 13,000 licensed wea-
pons were deposited by
the owners in the respec-
tive police stations. The
process of allowing exemp-
tions from the exercise,
such as for private agencies
engaged in bank security,
currency chests etc., was
being examined. About
10,000 people who came
to adverse notice in the re-
cent past were bound over
under . various proceed-
ings, he said.
Commissioners/Supe-
rintendents of Police were
instructed  to  conduct
checks at buildings located
in remote areas and inten-

AR,

sify vehicle checks on

roads leading to sensitive
installations, other dis-

tricts/States  etc.  Checks

were also being conducted

in trains, in ceordination
with the Government Rail-
way Police and the Railway
Protection Force, fo check
movement of cash or
contraband.,

- Mr. Jiwal
nierability mapping of poll-

: - Atotal of 1.7
& Jakhpolice
personnel. including

-CAPF companies, are
¥ being drafted for

election bandobust

across the State

SHANKAR JIWAL

said that vul-

ing stations where violent

incidents had been report-

ed was done three months
ago. The list of critical poll-
ing stations was being re-
assessed before the de-
ployment of additional
armed security personnel
to such premises.

e NG

" cludes a

“In Tamil Nadu, we do

not have the issue of mus- -

cle power being used to
prevent voters from exer-
cising their franchise. The
State police force has start-
ed implementing the se-
curity scheme, which in-
Standard
Operating Procedure as re-
gards VVIP security,” he
said.
~ When asked about the
-steps taken to prevent
smuggling of liquor, ganja
and other narcotic sub-
stances from across the in-
ter-State borders, Addi-
tional Director-General of
Police, Enforcement Bu-
reau, Mahesh Kumar Ag-
garwal, said that meetings
were held with law enfor-

—
bl

cement agencies of neigh-
bouring States as regards
intensifving vigil at border
check-posts and keeping a
tab on habitual drug offen-
ders.

In Chennai, Commis-
sioner of Police Sandeep
Rai Rathore said that about
15,000 police personnel,
including 1,400 drawn
from the CAPF, would be
engaged in election securi-
ty arrangements. Based on
election-related cases re-
gistered in 2019 and 2021,
40 places were identified.
as sensitive, and field offic-
ers were directed to take
appropriate security
measures.

“While drawing the ban-
dobust plan, this factor

Y

?

electionrelated  violence)
was taken into account to
prevent recurrence of such
issues. Apart from checks
by the S5Ts and FSTs, se-
nior police officers were
working with intelligence
agencies to curb the move-
ment of illicit liquor, drugs
and money,” Mr. Rathore
said.

CEQ’s review

Meanwhile, Chief Electoral
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo :

chaired a review meeting
atthe Secretariat.

© As of Monday evening,
¥.77.crore had been seized

- from various locations dur-

ing surprise checks across
Tamil Nadu.
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‘OPS can’t use
AIADMK symbol

CHENNAL i

The Madras High Court

on Monday restrained
expelled AIADMK leader

0. Panneerselvam from using
the party’s flag, ‘Two Leaves’

symbol and official letterhead.

It alsc prevented him from
claiming to be even a primary.
mémbe_f of the party, » PAGE 6
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HC restrains OPS

Mohamed Imranullah S.
| CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
““Monday restrained ex-
.pelled AIADMK leader O.
" Panneerselvam from us-
ing the party’s flag, ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol and offi-
cial letterhead.

It also prevented him
from claiming to be the
coordinator or even a
primary member of the
party.

Justice N. Sathish Ku-
mar issued yet another in-
terim injunction restrain-
ing him from interfering
with the functioning of
AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
till the disposal of a civil
suit filed by the latter in
September 2023 seeking
permanent  injunctions
against the expelled
leader.

‘Irreparable loss’
. The judge agreed with se-
- nior counsel Vijay Na-
- rayan, assisted by K. Gow-
- tham Kumar, that Mr
. Palaniswami would suffer
irreparable loss due to
confusion among the par-
.ty cadre, if the expelled
. leader was not restrained
. from continuing to project
shimself as the party lead-
er, especially during the
Lok Sabha polls.
| Though Mr. Panneersel-
vam argued that he had
filed a civil suit challenging
his expulsion from the

from using ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol,
flag of AIADMK

party, and the suit was
pending in the High Court,
the judge said that mere
pendency of a challenge to
the expulsion proceedings
could not be a justification
to continue interfering in
party affairs.

“l may point out an
analogy where a person is
suspended from service or
any association. Merely on
the basis of a challenge
made against such suspen-
sion in the court of law, he
cannot contend that he
continues to be a member
or servant or employer of
the association. Same
analogy will also apply to
the defendant,” he said.

The judge also stated
that Mr. Panneerselvam
might call himself the
coordinator of his own fac-
tion or of any other body,
but he could not call him-
self the coordinator of the
AIADMK, which was a re-
cognised political party
from which he had been
expelled through a resolu-
tion passed during its gen-
eral council meeting.

Mr.  Panneerselvam’s
claim over party leader-
ship, even after the expul-
sion, would lead to serious
consequences of creating
confusion among party
cadre, and failure on the
part of the court to grant
interim injunction would
defeat the very purpose of
the resolution passed by
the party to expel him, the
judge said.



THE HINDU
" 9’ MAR 2074

Recognise us as AIADMK
- (OPS), Panneerselvam’s plea

The Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhaga Cadres
Right Retrieval Organisation’s coordinator, O.
panneerselvam, has requested the Election
Commission to recognise his group as AIADMK
(OPS) and to be allotted a common symbol.
Making this plea, Mr. Panneerselvam, stated that
this arrangement should be made as an
alternative option wherein both factions (led by
him and Edappadi K. Palaniswami) should be
given independent symbols. However, he
claimed that he'remained as AIADMK
coordinator and should be permitted to use the
symbol of “two leaves.”
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seize 79.49 lakh

HUSSAIN | DC
ERODE, MARCH 18

Erode district election officials
have seized unaccounted cash
worth Rs 9.49 lakh after the model
code of conduct for the Lok Sabha -
The personnel of the election fly-
ing. squad and the static surveil-
lance team, involved in vehicle
.. thecking at Chennimalai region
in the district, on Monday morn-

 ing seized Rs 160 lakh and Rs
79200 in two different incidents.
The flying squad personnel also
seized unaccounted money to the
tune of Rs 70,500 at Nasiyoor. The
election officials intercepted a
speeding car from Madurai at
 Frodeand confiscated Rs 5.50 lakh.
* The total seizures include Rs 9.49
lakh of unaccounted cash and
dress materials worth Rs 58,760.
According to sources, the seized
cash would be sent to the govern-
ment treasury and could be
claimed by producing proper doc-

uments.




Solar powered cameras being mxm.a in _mq_wmu.wmwmm ﬁmmam,qm:mgmm in Madurai on
Monday. e = _
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57 liquor bottles
seized from car
“near Kunnam

DC CORRESPONDENT
PERAMBALUR, MARCH 23

| puhemie

A flying squad, led by special
tahsildar Pugalendhi Perumal,
on Monday seized 57 liquor bot-
tles from a car during a routine
vehicle check near Kunnam bus
~ stand in Perambalur | -
The liquor bottles were being |
transported to Nallur in Kalla-
kurichi district from Ariyalur
without any valid documents,
The seized commodities were
handed over to the assistant
polling officer; Kunnam.,



Chennai District Election Officer J.Radhakrishnan holds a meeting with the representatives
of recognized political parties at Ripon Buildings in Chennai on Monday. —-DC
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HC restrains OPS from

sing
N. RAVIKUMAR|DC
CHENNAJ, MARCH 18

In a major blow to former
.Chief Minister 0.
Panneerselvam just a
month before the Lok
Sabha elections in Tamil
Nadu, the Madras high

court in an interim injunc-

‘tion barred him from using
the AIADMK symbol ‘“Two
Leaves', party flag and let-
ter head till the disposal of
the _civil case against

his expulsion and the

election of Edappadi K.
Palaniswami as the party
general secretary,

Justice N. Sathish Kumar
delivered the judgment ina
petition filed by
Palaniswami who sought a
permanent injunction for
the use of the AIADMK
~ symbol, flag and letterhead

by Panneerselvam. The
judge ~also restrained
him- from claiming

to be the coordinator or

£es

' e

S

‘Two Leaves'’

even ' ; a
primary member of the
AIADMK -

The AIADMK ' general
secretary in a bunch of
petitions ‘last year said
Panneerselvam ‘was
expelled from the primary
membership of the party
by its general council con-
vened on July 11, 2022, for
anti-party activities includ-
ing the ransacking of ‘the
party’s headquarters. The
petitioner further said the
expelled leader had failed
to obtain favourable orders

when  he  challenged
his expulsion in
courts. :

Palaniswami said a per-
son named K. Kumar filed
anomination to contest the
Karnataka Assembly elec-

tions as the AIADMK can- .

didate on-April 20 last year,
He also submitted forms
signed by Panneerselvam
who claimed to be the coor-
dinator of the party.

A P i o 1

The AIADMK general
secretary complained that
Panneerselvam is mislead-
ing the public and misrep-
resenting as though he is

* continuing in the post of
ATADMK coordinator,

adding it is a fraudulentact

in itself under law, .
A TFirst Information
Report " (FIR) was regis-
" tered in Bengaluru on the

basis of the Returning

Officer's complaint. The
petitioner further . said
Panneerselvam did not
cease from indulging in
illegal act$ such as fraud,

the . *forgery and misrepresenta-

tion and holding out as the
coordinator of the party in
order to gain publicity
despite the lodging of a
criminal complaint and
registration of the FIR.
Palaniswami: also listed
several  announcements
made by Panneerselvam in
the AIADMK’s official let-
terhead.

e M

‘Palaniswami

The post of coordinator
did-not exist in the party
anymore, Palansiwami

“stated in his arguments

and complained  that
Panneerselvam is wilfully
and fraudulently damaging
the reputation of AIADMK

. by misusing its official let-

terheads.

The AIADMK general
secretary further com-
plained that
Panneerselvam had made
illegal appointments and
removals of persons in
party posts by forging the
official letterhead of the
party and calling himself
the coordinator. Even his X
handle continues to
describe him as the coordi-
nator  of AIADMK,
said. The
actions of Panneerselvam
amournited to interference
with the functioning of the
general secretary of the
party, the petitioner
argued.
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Collector holds meeting with

., @@:&5& of recognised political parties

R. VALAYAPATHY | DC
TIRUVARUR, MARCH 18

b.m many as 7. ww 953 voters,

40,4755 of them women

and 57, third gender vot-

ers, in Thiruthuraipoondi .

Qmmmﬁ.wy Tiruvarur and

Nannilam Assembly seg-
ments in Tiruvarur dis-

frict, come under the
memmwmﬁmg Lok Sabha

constituency, according to

Tiruvarur collector T

Charu Sree.
She made the mmbczﬁnm.

ment while addressing

representatives of recog-
nised political parties at
Tiruvarur on Monday, to
explain how to hold the
elections and also seeking

their cooperation for free
~and fair polls.

Tiruvarur superinten-

dent of police S. Jeya-
‘kumar, RDOs Sangeetha of

Tiruvarur and Selvi

Keerthana Manimani of
Mannargudi, and other
officials participated.

Earlier, the collector
inspected the rangoli
kolam contest by members.
of the women self-help -
groups to create aware-
ness among voters for the
Lok Sabha polls, and
administered a pledge to
the members of the
groups on the importance
of casting their vote.
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EVM randomisation in Ihamavur
to he held tomorrow

G.SRINIVASAN I DC
THA{\UAWR. MARCH 18

= -FII‘St randcmlsatmn of the Electmmc
Voting *Machines (EVMs) for the Lok
- Sabha elections to be held on April 19 will
be done for eight assembly segments in
Thamm district on May 20.
‘Randomisation will be done in room 37
on the ground floor at the collectorate in
the presence of political party representa-
tives, said a release issued here by Deepak
me Thanjavur collector:

e R i



‘Tiruvannamala
_ on Monday.

i ummﬁow Collector Bhaskara Pandian opens the election control roo

m

—DC
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Cash and gifts carried through
airport under scanner

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH 18

Since the model code of con-
duct has come into force, offi-
cials of ' Customs, revenue
intelligence and income tax
departments and CISF have
intensified their monitoring of
cash carried by people at
Chennai airport. Cash of more
than Rs 50,000 without any doc-
uments will be seized if it was
brought inside the airport
premises and the cargo section
too has come under strict mon:
itoring.

~ After the poll dates were
announced, all airports in the
country have come under the
seanners of officials. An
me tax office is function-

ng within the airport and it

looks very busy with activities
as additional employees have
been sent to it from other
places. Usually two or three
persons used to function at the
ﬁiﬁgfﬁé Tax office at the air-

port and it was increased to 20
after the poll announcement.
They are going around the
domestic and international
airports besides the old airport
and the cargo section. They are
also conducting surprise
checks on those who enter the
airport premises. The officials
are checking the luggage of all
passengers including party
functionaries travelling in sep-

arate planes.
The CISE, revenue intelli-
gence and  Enforcement

Directorate have no separate
offices in the airport. However,
they are visiting the airport
frequently from their offices in
the city to conduct.checks and
monitor the passengers. They
are checking if the parcels
coming to the cargo section
have money or gifts to be dis-
tributed to the people. Besides,
-flying squads of the Election
Commission of India too are
monitoring  the  airport
through regular visits.
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HC restrains OPS
 from using wo

Sureshkumar.k members in the general coun.
@timesgroup.com cil expelled him and its sup-
Chennai; Adding to expelled porters by way of resolution,

- AIADMK leader O Panneer- the Judge said. If the injunc-
selvam’s misery; Madrashigh tion Is not granted citing that,
court on Monday restrained  themain relief isalsooneanq

him from using ATADMEK the same, it will defeat the ve.

party symboland flag, ryresolution passed in thege-

i I the expelled person is nera] comlcilmeetmg, the co-

hot restrained from claiming urtadded,

_ party status, the same will Je- Rejecting the contentions

ad to confusion among the Of Panneerselvam, Justice

cadres and lead to. serious  Sathish Kumar said: “Merely,

- consequences, ’I‘h;;; loss that , because the suits are pen-
may occasion areirreparab- ding, it cannot be contended
le,” Justice N Sathish Kumar  that the resolution (expelling

‘said, : OPS)isnot valid.”

o A S “Imay point out an analo-
CAN'T USE AIADMK ¢y wherea Person is suspen-
: FLAG E"-H'ER ded from service o any asso-

ciation, merely; on the basjs

g : of a challenge made against

The court passed the inte- such suspension in the court
rim order on a civi] cuit mo- of law, one cannot contend
ved by former chief minister that he continued to be g
and AIADMK general secre- member or servant or emplo- !
tary Edappadi K Palaniswa- yepof theassociation,” thecg.
mi, : _ urtadded,

. Considering the fact that Mere calling himself as

. the resolution expelling Pan- coordinator of his own fac-

: Deerselvam has not been djs. tion or different new faction
turbed and interim applica- may not bea problem, but, he
tions filed by him is alsodis-  claims to be a coordinator of
missed by the court which the recognised political party
has also reached finality me- fyom where he is expelled. i
Pe pendency of the suit will Same will certainly lead to i
notentail him tocontinueasa confusion among the p. :
primary member or coordi- cadt'esandcreateseriouscon-
nator of AIADME, particu- sequences, the court asser-
larly when the majority of the ted, i

...................................................................................
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Over 8,000 political signs in
city removed so far: DEQ

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

WITH the model code of con-
duct coming into effect, the
Chennai Corporation has re.
moved over 8,000 political signs
across the city til] Monday
evening, district election offic-
er (DEO) J Radhakrishan, said
after chairing a consultative
meeting with representatives
of recognised political parties,
The meeting was held t Ripon g SR i s
Building on Monday, District Election Officer J Radhakrishnan speaking at a meeting held at Ripon
Radhakrishan briefed the Building on Monday | » sawanaa o :
representatives of political P fahe
ties on do’s and don'ts during poration limits. Candidates can curred by the candidate and
the campaign period. The cor- submit their nominations for also include social media ex-
poration has so far removed each constituency at the re. penses in them.
5,139 wall paintings, as manyas gional deputy com missioner While responding to a ques-
2,939 posters, 149 banners and  offices. _ tion on cash seizure by surveil-
158 flags with political signs The DEO also directed the Jance teams, Radhakrishnan
across the city. The Election political parties to follow the said steps have been taken to
Commission hag directed that guidelines while filing nomina- ensure the early release of
statues of leaders need not be  tion and also during the cam- seized money if proper docu-
covered, however any stone paign. “Prior permission has to ments are provided. “Public
plaque near such statues will pe obtained for road showsand are requested to cooperate and
e covered, Radhakrishan efforts should be made to en-  abide by the election rules. The
clarified, .« sure that such shows by differ- seized money is accounted for
The corporation has appoint-  ent political parties do not through a centralised portal,
ed three returning officers for clash with each other,” Rad- which can be accessed by all
each parliamentary constitu- hakrishan said. The political agencies. The seized money
ency and 16 additional return-  parties were also directed to will be released quickly if prop-
ing officers for the 16 Assembly maintain 4 separate bank ac- ey documents are provided,” he
constituencies within the cor-  count for election expenses in. said,

EEEMTER CHENNA CORPORATION |
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CISFand Tamil Nadu palice personnel during a flag march held in Nungambakkam
o Monday in connection with upcoming Lok Sabha elections | p iawanag
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s 141 complaints through C

nai. Most of the tom-

ﬁmm&m and voﬁ

Vigil Application. Of
- them, 21 complaints have
- been received from Chen-

plaints were a&m@&ﬁm_
~ the propaganda ma-

) state for poll expenditure

¢y, he said and noted that they have

fitted GPS in each vehicle of flving

squads and their movements and ac-

tivities would be monitored from the

centralised control room from the
. Secretariat. Star campaigners can
apply and obtain approval letter
from mmm Commission till March 27,

L Surveillance  No symbol allocated

ipped  for Seeman’s party
eras  As of now, the EC did not allocate a

vformed  symbol for director-turned-politi-

for each Assem-
Eu naumﬁgmm

- cian Seeman’s Naam Tamilar Katchi
for the Lok mmgm polls, he informed.




| Speaking to the reporters, the commis.

sioner said that the political party
|+ members have been directed not tovi-
| olate the model code, of conduct and to
. ensure there are no incidents of voter

intimidation, impersonation, or to not

" hold public meetings or campaigns

- within 48 howrs - silence period before
~ polls - till th_e polling ends,

DT Next
1 IMAR 2024

/, he explained,
shall bear the election expenses with-

in this limit and every candidate shall
- submit their expenditure account to
the District Election Officer within 30

days of the declaration of election re.
sults. In case of default, there is a dis.
qualification procedure as per the In-
dian Election Code of Conduct, he add-
ed. :

:‘There are '.63'.849 elderly peéple'

e: Commissioner

above 85 years iden_tiﬁed in the city, as
per the election commission data, We

. have taken measures to facilitate a

smooth process of vote from home for
- differently abled with more than 40

ina percent disability. Even though they
-~ are willing to cast their vote at polling

e booths, preparatory measures have
~ been taken,” added Radhakrishnan,

In addition, the civic body has taken
necessary steps to remove banners
and hoardings of both government and
public properties. :

A total of 8,377 banners, wall paint-
ings, and posters of both public and
government properties have been re-
moved in 16 constituencies so far, he
sald. Out of these, 5139 wall paintings,
2,939 posters, and 149 banners were
cleared in the city.
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 Engincering Admission

DT Next
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cﬂin.TheTamil Nadu :

" (TNEA), which would
- usually begin from June ;
- first week, is expected to be.
as per schedule this year
despiia pall rasnhs, e

'Last year theTNEA startect on
June 5 with students’ registra-
tion process ‘beginning. The
Directorate of Technical Edu:

'-; cation (DOTE), under Higher

 Hducation Department, is the

nodal agency to. prepam the

- 'I'NEA schedule.
A senior. oﬁicial frcm I}D’i‘E
 told DT Next the TNEA-2024

-wiﬂ begin from June ﬂr‘alweek.

“After wziitmg for the gener
al election schedule, the au-
thorities have engaged in pre-
paring the tentative schedule
of the engineer ing admis-
sions,” he added, :

- Counsetiing session at Amm University

Statlng that "t‘he unient‘
mgis‘lmtmnprocesswil{beiul

1y online, the official said

“there will 1ot be any issues
* for the students while upload-

 ing the applications online”. i

file photo)

“Bven uploading certificates

‘and decunents will be online,”
'he said adding the certificates

verification will also be done

~online. - .
Paiuting out that the result«-

- of Class XII board exams are
b expected to be announced in

“May, he said the DOTE author-
-ities will issue the TNEA noti-

fication after the Plus-2 results,
The DOTE official said that
by the time of counselling,

 which would start only by

July, all the elections related

.works would have been over.

The DOTE official said that ad-
missions to Polytechnic colleg-
es for diploma students will
also be online,

Another official from the Di-
rectorate of Collegiate Eduea-
tion also said that the admis-
sions to Arts and Science col-
ieges will also start by June.

“Like TNEA, the student's

enroliment to get admissions

to Arts and Science colleges
will be only through online
and the poll results are not ex-
pected to clash with admis-
gions,” he added.
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