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PwDs, super senior citizens wanting
vote-from-home option should
submit Form 12D before March 25

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI :

If you are a person with dis-
abilities (40% or above) or a
senior citizen above 85 and
cannot travel to the polling
booth, Form 12D can help you
cast your vote from home.
Since the election date for Ta-
mil Nadu has been fixed for
April 19, the form has to be
filled and submitted before
the 25% of this month.
Accarding to official sourc-
es, booth-level officials have
been going to the homes of
such persons and getting the
forms filled with details from
their voter ID cards. Those

| who do not get the forms in

. the next couple of days can

call up their respective dis-
trict helplines.

According to the electoral
rolls, there are 11,600 Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs) and
65,800 persons in the 85+ age

Tiruvallur Collector T. Prabhu
Shankar handing out Form 120
to a super senior citizen.

category in Chennai.

For any assistance, voters
can dial 1913 or 1950.

In Kancheepuram district,
there are 14,270 persons aged
85 and above, and 13,677
PwDs, and the helpline num-
ber is 1800-425-7087.

in Chengalpattu district,
there are a total of 25,222 vo-
ters in the 85+ age category,
and 13,368 PwD voters.

Those needing help can
call the district control room
at  1800-425-7088,  044-
27427412/ 044-27427414.

In Tiruvallur, there are
24,565 voters who are in the
85+ age category, and 19,478
PwDs. The helpline numbers
are 1800-425-8515 or
044-27660641/27660642

Tamil Nadu Elders’ Welfare
Association Treasurer S.M.
Chellaswamy said the age li-
mit should be brought down
to 80 veéars since many in this
age group use hand railings.

T.M.N. Deepaknathan of
the December 3 Movement
said that ramps at many poll-
ing booths did not have the
correct gradient. “This provi-
sion to vote from homes is be-

{ing made only because physi-

cal infrastructure is not ready.
Access audits are needed
from the point where vehicles
are parked to the booths be-

- fore election,” he said.
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Low turnout linked to floating

population, apathy, says DEO

Floating population and general urban apathy
are the main reasons for low voting pattern in
Chennai since the 2000s, said J. Radhakrishnan,
District Election Officer and Greater
Corporation Commissioner, ahead of the Lok
Sabha election. The officials are striving to break
this trend and athieve 100% voting by raising
awareness in public spaces, he told reporters at
an awareness programime at a mall in ‘
Vadapalani on Wednesday. The Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme of the EC was held at the
mall with performances by folk artists to amplify
the need for voting among people. Having
observed elections in the city since the early
2000s, Mr. Radhakrishnan said while Tamil
Nadu recorded an average of 72% of the voting,
the trend in Chennai was usually between 58-
59%. “The challenge in the city is that it has a
large floating population. Further, over 60% of
the voters, who are keen on the elections, do
not focus on voting. There is a general urban
apathy, which should be averted.”
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Remove political ads
from public spaces:
EC to Centre, States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Wednesday asked both
the Union and State go-
vernments to remove all
unauthorised political ad-
vertisements, such as pos-
ters, wall writings, hoard-
ings and banners, from
public spaces like railway
stations, bus stands and
airports.

- Inaletter to the Cabinet
Secretary as well as*Chief
Secretaries of all States, the
Commission sought a com-
pliance report in the mat-
ter by 5 p.m. on Thursday.

The letter said the Com-
mission had been receiving
complaints from various
quarters alleging that un-
authorised political adver-
tisements were still being
displayed in many places,
despite its earlier order to
remove them.

Sources said the latest
direction was being given
following a complaint
made by the Congress.

With the announcement
of schedule for the Lok
Sabha election on March
16, the Model Code of Con-

duct has kicked in. In a let-
ter to all States and Union
Territories on the same
day, the poll body asked
them to ensure strict com-
pliance of its instructions
regarding removal of polit-
ical advertisements from
government, public and
private property.

“All unauthorised politi-
cal advertisements, in the
form of wall writings, pos-
ters, papers.or defacement
in any other form, cutouts,
hoardings, banner flags,
etc., were ordered to be re-
moved in a time-bound
manner from public spac-
es like railway stations, bus
stands, airports, roadways,
government buses, electric
or telephone poles, muni-
cipal or local bodies’ build-
ing, etc., and a strict com-
pliance in this was to be
ensured,” its said in its let-
ter on Wednesday. 5

“The Commission has
taken a serious note of the
non-compliance or partial
compliance of its instruc-
tions and hereby directs all
State and UT governments
to immediately remove all '
unauthorised political ad-
vertisements”.
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Nomination process for first
phase of LS election begins

Polling will be held for 102kseats in 21 States and Union Territories on April 19; in Tamil Nadu, all 39

seats will go to the polls; Jast date of filing nomination papers is March 27 for Bihar, it is March 28

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he nomination pro-
cess for the first
phase of the Lok
Sabha election began on
Wednesday, with the is-
suance of a notification by
the Election Commission.
A total of 102 seats in 21
States and Union Territo-
ries will go to the poells in
the first phase on April 19.
Polling will be held in
Arunachal Pradesh (two
seats), Assam (five), Bihar
(four), Chhattisgarh (one),
Madhya Pradesh (six),
Maharashtra (five), Mani-
pur (two), Meghalaya
(two), Mizoram (one), Na-
galand (one), . Rajasthan
{12), Sikkim (one), Tamil
Nadu (39), Tripura (one),
Uttar Pradesh (eight), Utta-
rakhand (five), West Ben-
gal (three), Andaman and
Nicobar (one), Jammu and
Kashmir (one), Lakshad-
weep (one), and Puducher-
ry (one).
The last date for filing
nomination  papers is

Election duty: A security personnel stands guard near a large madel of an electronic voting machine

(EVM) installed outside the Election Commission office in New Delhi on Wednesday. a»

March 27. However, in Bi-
har, it is March 28 due to a
festival.

The nomination papers
will be scrutinised on
March 28. For Bihar, it will
be done on March 30. The
last date for withdrawal of
candidature is March 20,
while for Bihar, it is April 2.

The election for the 18th
Lok Sabha will be held in
seven phases beginning
April 19 followed by subse-

quent phases on April 26,
May 7, May 13, May 20, May
25 and June 1. The count-
ing of votes is on June 4.
The term of the 17th Lok
Sabha ends on June 16.

The election will be held
over 44 days, making it the
second-longest  election
period in India. The lon-
gest is the first Lok Sabha
election that spanned five
months from September
1951 to February 1952,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is seeking a third
straight term for the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA), banking on his go-
vernment’s performance
for the past 10 years.

The Opposition Indian
National Developmental,
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
on the other hand has tar-
geted the government over
joblessless, price rise,
farmers’ woes, and so on.



Polling to be held between

7 am. and 6 p.m. on April 19

The Election Commission on Wednesday issued
the notification for the first phase of polling for
the Lok Sabha election to be held on April 19. As
per the notification, polling will start at 7 a.m.
and conclude at 6 p.m. in the 39 Lok Sabha
constituencies in Tamil Nadu and one
constituency in Puducherry. The filing of
nominations started on March 20, and the last
date for submitfing nominations is March 27 in
Tamil Nadu. The scrutiny of nominations will
take place on March 28. March 30 is the last date
for withdrawal of candidature. As on January 22,
Tamil Nadu had a total of 6.19 crore electors,
including 3.15 crore women, 3.05 crore men and
over 8,200 persons of the third gender,
according to a presentation made by the Election
Commission last month.
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| NEW DELHI
gy he appointment of
TElecticm Commis-
sioners  Sukhbir
| singh Sandhu and Gyanesh
| Kumar, criticised as hasty
and opaque, was a necessi-
ty arising from a constitu-
| tional duty to conduct the
| elections on time, the
Centre told the Supreme
Court on Wednesday.
The Centre was rebuff:
ing allegations that it had
| taken advantage of the two
1 vacancies in the Election

Commission to fill the
| posts with appointees fa-
¢ vourable to the present re-
| gime. The case will come
| up for hearing on Friday.

A petition by the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
| forms had argued that the

In SC, Centre defends

appointment of new
ahead of LS polls

Govt. refutes charge that it had rushed to fill vacancies with favourable’
appointees, adds that move was necessary to conduct elections on time

Pick and choose

A timeline of events that led to appointment of the two new

Election Commissioners:

March 9: Arun Goel tenders his
resignation, resulting inan unexpected
second vacancy

‘March 14: Selection Committee,
grants approval for the appomm_

"I starch 15; Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and

Chandra Pandey | Gyanesh Kumar take charge as the new
retires as EC Election Commissioners
new law, the Chief Election

Commissioner and Elec-
ton Commissioners Act,
2023, aided the govern-
ment by giving it a domi-
nant role in the appoint-
ment process.

The statute had counter-
manded a’ previous S€ or-
der, by replacing the Chief
Justice of India with a Cabi-

net Minister as a member

of the Selection Commit- |
tee. The Centre said thisar- |
gument suffered from a
“fundamental fallacy” that
the presence of a judge |
would gnarantee the inde- |
pendence of the poll body. ‘

From Page One

‘Govt. defends selection

of new ECs before polls

“The independence of the Election Commission,
or any other organisation or authority, does not
arise from and is not attributable to the presence
of a judicial member in the selection committee.
Likewise, the presence of senior government
functionaries on the selection committee cannot
in and of itself be a ground to automatically as-
sume bias on behalf of the committee” the go-
vernment argued.

The government said that the inclusion of the
Chief Justice as a member of the selection panel
was just a stop-gap arrangement, meant to fast on-
Iy till Parliament made a law on EC appointments.

It said that the accusations made against the re-
cent appointments to the EC were plain “mali-
cious”, pointing out that the two vacancies had o
be filled in order to announce the schedule for the
Lok Sabha election within time. The Commission-
ers were appointed on March 14, and took charge
on March 15; the election schedule was then an-
nounced on March 16.

The Centre said that it would not have been
“humanly possible” for Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar to solely steer the “world’s big-
gest electoral exercise”, with voting scheduled to
begin on April 19. Noting that there were no allega
tions against Mr. Sandhu or Mr. Kumar, the go-
vernment claimed that attempts were on o stir a
political controversy based on pernicious state
ments about certain vague and unspecified mo-
tives behind the appointments.

The sharply-worded affidavit also countered
statements made by Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
leader of the single largest party in the Opposi-

| tion, and a member of the high-level selection

COMTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

| committee. The Congress leader had claimed that
| he was kept in the dark about the details of candi-

dates under consideration for the two EU posi
tions. The Centre said that the profiles of the efiy-
ible persons were shared with him on March 13,
and explained that the defiberations of the com
mittee were of a collaborative nature, with discus-
sions taking place during the actual meeting itself.
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Act on plaint against Union
Minister, EC tells poll officer

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

| The Election Commission
on Wednesday directed
the Chief Electoral Officer,
Karnataka, to take imme-
- diate appropriate action
- on the complaint filed by
the Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
| hagam (DMK) against the
. alleged violation of Model
Code of Conduct by BJP
leadér and Union Minister

Shobha Karandlaje while
addressing reporters in
Bengaluru.

The commission also
sought a compliance re-
port within 48 hours.

DMK’s organising secre-
tary R.S. Bharathi had filed
a complaint with the Elec-
tion Commission against
Ms. Karandlaje’s remark
that “people from Tamil
Nadu who come to Karna-
taka, gét trained in Tamil

Nadu and plant bombs in
Karnataka”.

She made the statement
in the context of the recent
blast at a cafe in Bengalu-
ru. Her utterances.amount-
ed to instilling hatred in
the Kannadiga community
towards members of the
Tamil community, and
were in blatant violation of
the Model Code of Con-

“duct, the DMK’s complaint

said. .
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parties must publish details of

candidates with criminal cases

with the process of filing nominations for the
Lok Sabha election set to begin on Wednesday,
Tamil Nadu Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata
Sahoo has asked political parties to provide
information on candidates with criminal cases
in the prescribed format. As per a judgment of
the Supreme Court, the Election Commission
had given directions to be followed by
candidates during elections to the Houses of
Parliament and State Legislatures, he saidina
statement. As per the directions, candidates
who have criminal cases against them — either
pending cases or cases of conviction in the past
— and political parties that nominate these
candidates should publish a declaration to this
effect for wide publicity in newspapers and on
TV channels. The declarations must be
published on at least three different dates from
the day following the last date for withdrawal of
candidature, and up to-48 hours before the
conclusion of the poll, in the prescribed
formats, the statement said.
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HC rejects petition to
cancel BJP’s symbol

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI :

The Madras High Court has
refused to issue a direction
to the Election Commis-
sion (EC) to consider a plea
to cancel the ‘Lotus’ sym-
bol allotted to the BJP on
the grounds that it was
both a national flower and
a religious symbol.

The First Division Bench
of Chief Justice Sanjay V.
Gangapurwala and Justice
D. Bharatha Chakravarthy
dismissed a writ petition
filed by “Gandhiyawathi’ T.
Ramesh, president of the
Ahimsa Socialist Party."

After dismissing the
case, the judges recorded
the submission that the liti-
gant was willing to donate
210,000 out of the
¥20,000 he had already
deposited in the court to
prove his bonafide inten-
tion behind filing the peti-
tion. The donation would
go to the Tamil Nadu State
Legal Seryices Authority.

In an. affidavit filed

through his counsel, M.L.
Ravi, the petitioner had
stated that the BJP was are-
gistered and recognised
national party under class
6 & 6A of the Election Sym-
bols (Reservation and Al-
lotment of Symbols) Order,
1968. It was allotted the lo-
tus as a permanent sym-
bol. But while doing so, the
EC failed to take into con-
sideration that the lotus
was a national flower and a
State flower in Karnataka
and Haryana. It was also
considered auspicious and
sacred due to its references
in ancient mythology.

Stating that the BJP had
close links with the RSS, he
claimed that the allotment
of the ‘Lotus’ symbol to it
was in violation of Sections
3 and 4 of the State Em-
blem of India (Prohibition
of Improper Use) Act,
2005, He said that Section
123 of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951,
prohibits the use of reli-
gious symbols to seek
votes.
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Notice to BJP over: children’s
presence in Modi’s roadshow

| Avantika Krishna
COIMBATORE

Assistant Returning Officer
of the Coimbatore Parlia-
mentary Constituency, P.
Suresh, on Wednesday is-
sued a notice to BJP district
unit president J. Ramesh
Kumar over the participa-
tion of schoolchildren in
an election roadshow of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday.

The notice sought an ex-
planation and a report
from him over the breach
of the Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC). In a related de-
. velopment, the District
Education Officer (for priv-
ate schools), Senthil Ku-
- mar, issued a notice to the
. management responsible
for sending 22 students
from three schools affiliat-
ed with the Chinmaya Vi-
' dyalaya Group in Vadavalli
| and R.S. Puram to the
event, donning BJP co-
lours. On Tuesday, an FIR
. was also registered against
' the management of a go-

EC guidelines say
there will be zero
tolerance for the use
of children in
election-related work

vernment-aided school for
their involvement in the
roadshow.

Footage circulating on
social media, following a
report of The Hindu, shows
students from one of the
private schools alighting
from a bus hours before
the event. Several of them
weré dressed as Hindu dei-
ties, and wearing saffron
stoles with BJP insignia.

In a video shared on X

| (formerly Twitter) and sub-

mitted to the District Elec-
tion Officer, teachers from
the school were seen voic-
ing their support for Mr.
Modi, and confirming the
school’s participation in
the event.

Mr. Kumar said, “The
school’s management has
been asked to submit a re-

—

port. The District Child

~ Protection officer has been

informed of the situation.”

CPI(M) seeks action
CPI(M) State secretary K.
Balakrishnan on Wednes-
day wrote to the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, re-
questing «the Election
Commission (EC) to initiate
stern action against the BJP
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for engaging
schoolchildren in an elec-
tion campaign in Coimba-
tore, thereby violating the
directives of the EC. :

The EC had issued gui-
delines on February 5 and
had stressed that there
would be zero tolerance
for the use of children in
election-related work or
campaign activities, Mr.
Balakrishnan pointed out.

The BJP engaged school-
children for its road show
in Coimbatore as part of its
political campaign, and
this squarely contravened
the EC guidelines, he
added.
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LS poll: four
candidates file

- nomination

on Day lin city

The Hindu B
CHENNAL

On the first day, only four
candidates filed nomina-
tions for Lok Sabha elec-
tion in Chennai.

An Independent candi-
date, a Naam Tamilar
Katchi candidate, and two
candidates of thé Thak-
kam Katchi filed nomina-
tions. S
Election officials expect
the nominations to pick up

. from Friday.

Cash seizure
Meanwhile, more than 329
fakh in cash (without valid
documents) was seized
between March 17 and 19.
‘The model code of con-
duct (MCC) came into ef-
fect from Saturday which

. mandates the public, trad-
| ers, and business people

to carry valid documents
while travelling with cash
amounting to 50,000 and
above.

~ So far, ¥29,28,500 in
cash has been seized, offi-
cials said.

Poll procedure

The GCC removed several
posters, banners, cut-outs,
paintings, hoardings, flag-
staffs, and bus stand shel-
ters or any elements bear-
ing names of political
leaders in many areas, des-
pite which political or re-
lated advertisements, in-
cluding writings,
hoardings, and posters
were spotted at Ramani-
jan Street and Basin Bridge
areas.
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District Election Officer, Additional Chief Secretary, Greater Chennai Corp
participates in an awareness pregramme held on

commissioner Dr ] Radhakrishnan
the need for 100% voting ahea the upcoming parliamentary glections and
distributes pamphlets to the pu fic in the city on Wed ; —N.sampath
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TN police book Shobha -

for ‘promoting enmity” -

. ' ECltakes action
The Election Commission of India (ECI) has
taken action against Union Minister of State

MadurailBengaluru,
March 20: The Madural
police  on Wednesday
hooked BJP leader and
Union Minister Shobha
Karandlaje for "promot-

ing enmity’ between dif-
ferent groups, following

“her claims that people
from Tamil Nadu plant
bombs in = Karnataka,
remarks which had drawn
criticism from  Chief
Minister M K Stalin.

The ruling DMK in
Tamil Nadu approached
the Election Commission
against Karandlaje, accus-
ing her of violating the
Model Code of . Conduct

and the Representation of ista

: * gans and people who come

from Kerala were involved
d  inacid attacks." ;

- People Act.
The BJP

IEQdér apolo-
gised for remarks an

announced  retracting .
therg « tejav ui s
*To my Tamil brothers &

sisters, I wish to clarify
that my words were meant
to shine light, not cast
shadows. Yet I see that my
remarks brought pain to
some - and for that, I apol-
ogize. My remarks were
~solely directed towards
those trained in the
Krishnagiri forest, linked
to the Rameshwaram Cafe
blast. To anyone from
Tamil Nadu effected (sic),
from the depths of my
_heart, I ask your forgive-
‘ness. Furthermore,

shobha Karandlage for
“election rally that people from Tamil Nadu

her remarks at an

were visiting Karnataka and planting bombs,
referring to the recent blasts at the

Rameswaram' Café.

retract my previous com-
ments,”" she said in a post

on X' late on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, she had said

“in Bengaluru that "law
“and order in Karnataka

has deteriorated. People
who come from Tamil

Nadu plant bombs here,

%dple-l!fmm Delhi chant
'Pakistan Zindabad' slo-

Meanwhile, the Cyber
Crime wing of Madurai
Police booked the senior
BJP leader under various
sections of the IPC,
including section 153 (a),
which pertains to "pro-
moting enmity between
different groups on
grounds of religion, race,
place of birth, residence,
language, etc., and doing
acts prejudicial to mainte-

nance of harmony.”

The FIR was lodged
against her based on a
complaint, polige said.

Meanwhile, in its com-
plaint with the EC, filed

by DMK Organisation
Secretary RS Bharathi,
the party said while the
NIA, probing the
Rameshwaram Cafe blast
in Bengaluru "has so far
not been able to identify
the culprit,” Karandlaje
had "made the basesless
accusation that the bomb
was planted by people
from Tamil Nadu.”

"The statement attempts
to promote feelings of
enmity and  hatred
between the people of
Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu... it generalises the
people of Tamil Nadu as
extremists and seeks to
create hostility and enmi-
ty between the two com-
niunities, viz the
Tamilians (Sic) and the
Kannadigas," it alleged.

The party urged the EC
to act against the Union
Minister for ‘violating'
both the MCC and rele-
vant sections of the
ﬁepresentation of People

¢ .
2=PTT
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'DC CORRESPONDENT

_ CHENNAI, MARCH 20

 The monitoring committees

to look into election expen-

-diture in the three con-

stituencies in the city were

- constituted on Wednesday.

According to district elec-
toral officer and Greater
Chennai Corporation (GCC)
commissioner J

‘Radhakrishnan, the com-

mittee was formed for
Chennai South, North and
Central  under Indian
Revenue Service officers.
The committee for the

2024

Poll é;XPenaiture monitoring
_ panels set up in Chennai

Chennai North constituen-
cy will be headed by Abhijit
* Adhikari. In Chennai South
the committee works under
Mukesh Kumari, while the
Central segment will be led
by Subodh Singh. Public
can bring issues related to
election campaigns to the
attention of the electoral
officers through the dedicat-
ed phone numbers 1950,
1800 425 7012, 044-2533 3001,
2533 3003, 2533, 3004, 2533
3005, 2533, 3006. People can
also register their cont
plaints with the C-Vigil App
as well.
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Election office staff of Greater Chehnai cﬁrporation go '
door to door to give postal vote preference form to
voters above 85 years. = -DC
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12-I! fonns
W to
diff-abled, senior

* eltlzen voters

DC CORRESRONDENT
- PERAMBALUR, MARCH‘_ZO

There are 6,323 differently-
abled voters and 3,981 voters
who have crossed the age of

.85 years in Perambalur con-
_stituency. Seo, polling booth
“officials commenced the
issuance of 12-D form to these
_voters at their doorstep on
. Tuesday, according fto
Perambalur Collector and
_polling officer of the
Perambalur constituency, K.
Karpagam. ;

She spoke to mediapersons
_after personally handing over
the 12-D form to aged voter

Angappan, who is 103 years
old, at his residence at
Bharathidasan Nagar in
*™ Perambalur  town, on
Tuésday, ;

The Couector said the
arrangement was made on
the directions of the Election
Commission of India to
ensure 100 per cent voting
and help the differentiy-abled
and aged voters cast their

“votes from their house

through : postal
_ballot.
The officials will collect the

forms and hand them over to
the disiriet polling officer on
or bhefore
March 25.

If somebody did not want to
use this format, they could
cast their votes in their
respective poelling booths on
election day, she

 Said.
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- 75.34 lakh
. stiied In
Perambalur

~ district

DC CORRESPONDENT
 TIRUCHY, MARCH 20

Officials of the flying squad
and static surveillance team
seized Rs. 5.34 lakh unac-
counted money, being trans-
ported without valid docu-
ments, from two different
places in Perambalur district
on Tuesday.

-~ Official sources said the fly-
ing squad seized Rs. 2 lakh
from T Thangaraju of
Namiyur, who was carrying
the money without valid doc-
uments in his two-wheeler in

- Sirukudal-Keelapuliyur vil-

- lage, near Perambalur. :

Static surveillance team
officials seized Rs. 3.34 lakh
from D. Prakash (48) of
Tindivanam, carrying the

 money in a vehicle to Karur,
at Koneripalayam, near
Perambalur. ;

He was reportedly to take
delivery of his van, given for
bodybuilding, but did not

+ have valid documents.
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240 fertiliset bags

G. SRINIVASAN | DC

squad
THANJAVUR, MARCH 20

Flying squad officials,
led by C. Ajayraj, seized
240 fertiliser bags being
taken in a lorry without
proper documents here
on Tuesday.

The lorry was going
from Salem to
Kumbakonam via
Thanjavur. Officials
conducted a vehicle
check at
Palliagraharam and
found 240 fertiliser bags
in the lorry and asked
- for documents. :

As the occupants of
the lorry did not have
proper documents, the
bags were seized and the
lorry taken to the tahsily
~ dagoffice. .

Officials asked the
occupants to take back
the fertiliser bags and
orry after producing

roper documents.




| Says EC’s independe

RAKESH K. SINGH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 20

Through a 138-page affidavit
filed before the Supreme
Court on Wednesday, the
Centre 08 the stay on
the “hief Election
Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
Act, 2023 and denied peti-
tioners’ allegations that the
two election commissioners
were appointed hastily on
March 14" ¢

Defending the appoint-
ment of two new election
commissioners under the
2023 law that excludes the
Chief Justice of India from
the selection committee,
the Centre said the inde-
pendence of the Election
Commission does not arise
from the presence of ajudi-
cial member on the com-

mittee,

The affidavit filed by the
Union law ministry reject-
ed the petitioner’s claim
that the two election com-
missioners were hastily
appointed on March 14 to
“pre-empt” the orders of
the top court the next day,

NECCAN CHRONICLE
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Centre backs in SC dropping
CJi from EC selection panel

bR i BETRERY T WG

when the matters challeng-
ing the 2023 law were listed
for hearing on interim
relief.

The affidavit has been
filed in response to a baich
of pleas, including those by
Congress leader Jaya
Thakur and the Association
for Democratic Reforms,
challenging the Chief
Election Commissio-ner
and other Election Commi-
ssioners  (Appoi-ntment,
Conditions of Service and
Terms of (Office) Act, 2023.

“It is submiitted ‘that the
case of the petitioners is
premised on one funda-
mental fallacy that the

nce doesn’t stem

DEBUNKING THE peti-
tioners’ claim that no list
of probable appointees
was shared with the
0pp., the govt submitted
that the names of short-
listed persons were
made available to Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury after
the search committee
had finalised six names
for recommendation

independence can only be
maintained in any authori-
ty when the selection com-
mittee is of a particular
formulation. It must be
noted that the independ-
ence of the EC, or any
other organisation or
authority, does not arise
from and 18 not attributa-
ble to the presence of a
judicial member in the
selection committee,” the
affidavit said.

Debunking the petition-
ers’ claim that no list of
probable appointees was
shared with the
Opposition, the Centre sub-
mitted that the names of

from judicial member’ presence

short-listed persons were
made available to Leader of
the Congress in the Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury on March 13,
2024, after the search com-
mittees had finalised six
names for recommenda-
tion.

The affidavit said, “It is,
therefore. wholly wrong,
misleading and malicious
to suggest that the third
member of the Selection
Committee was given the
shortlisted names as an act
of premeditation on the
mind of the two members
of the executive as all the
members received the list
simultaneously.
Furthermore, the list of
dates clearly brings out the
fact that profiles of all eli-
gible persons were shared
with the leader of the sin-
gle largest opposition party
in the Lok Sabha on March
13, 2024. It may be noted
that the persons finally
appointed were from the
list so shared. This belies
the claim of the petitioners
that no list was shared in
advance of the meeting.”
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School education dept issues notice
to three private schools in Kovai

Times NEws NETWORK

he school education department
and assistant returning officer

(ARQ) have initiated an inquiry
and sent notices to three private schools
that brought their students to participate
in a roadshow by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in Coimbatore on March 18.

The three private school stu-
dents, dressed as Hindu deities
with saffron-coloured cloth strips
bearing party symbols, were made
to recite poems at the roadshow ar-
ranged by the BJP.

As this would constitute a breach of
the model code of conduct (MCC), assis-
tant returning officer (ARQ) P Suresh
sent a notice to BJP district president
Ramesh Kumar and sought explanations.

“Twenty-two students from Chinmaya
Matriculation School, Chinmaya CBSE

School at Vadavalli, and Chinmaya °
School at RS Puram participated in the
roadshow. Based on our complaint, police
will take further action,” Suresh said.

District education officer (private
schools), Coimbatore, sent notices to
Chinmaya Vidyalaya School manage-
ment and sought explanations from the
management for involving school
students in the Prime Minister's

roadshow. CPM state secretary K
Balakrishnan wrote to the chief
election commissioner on Wednes-
day, requesting the Election Com-
mission (EC) to initiate stern action
against the BJP and the PM for engaging
schoolchildren, thereby violating the di-
rectives of the EC.

He said the EC had issued guidelines
on February 5 and stressed that there
would be zero tolerance for such things
in election work or campaign activities.




Don’t underes1 nnate msdom of Indlan voteljS' HC

th’&v will take actian Don-t o

T!ME- News NETWORK

New Delhi: Pointing out
that voters should not be un-
derestimated, Delhi high
court on Wednesday refused
toentertain a plea seekingto
prosecute politicians Rahul
Gandhi, Arvind Kejriwal
and Akhilesh Yadav for al-
legedly “making false and
misleading statements in-
tending todamage the image
and credibility of the coun-

HCdeclined to intervene,
saying the wisdom of the In-
dian voters should not be un-
derestimated as they know
who is leading and mislead-
ingthem.
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The plea referred to news
reports on media and social
media  platforms and
claimed Gandhi, Kejriwal
and Akhilesh made mislead-
ing and false statements re-
garding alleged waiving of
loans worth 16 crore of few
industrialists by the central
govt,

Petitmner Surjit Singh
Yadav — who claimed tobe a
farmer and a social activist
— pleaded with thecourt that

_itdirected the Centre to reg-

ister a complaint and prose-
cute these three leaders and
todirectseveralsocial media
platforms and political par-
ties to which these leaders
belonged to remove these
statements from their elec-
tronic and social media plat-
forms.

A bench of acting Chief
Justice Manmohan and Jus-
tice Manmeet PS Arora said
thepeople whoareaggrigved
would take action, if+re-
quired. “If industrialists or
politicians are aggrieved,

underestimate the mind of
the voter They are very
smart. They know who is
speaking the truth and who
is nat. Don’t involve us in
this,” the benchsaid.

The petitioner said state-
ments by opposition politic-
ians have ereated a negative
imageof India and degraded
the credibility of the coun-
try and the Centre, Now that
the model code of conduet is
inforce, theseleadersshould
not make such statements.
he said. The petitioner said
after hearing and going
though these news items he
started developing a loss of
trust in the Centre.
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HC bins plea against
Yotus’ symbol fer BIP

M adras high court on Wednesday dismissed
a public interest writ petition for direction
to the Election Commission of India (ECD) to
cancel allotment of ‘lotus’ symbol to BJP. The
PIL alleged that Lotus being the national flower
could net be allotted to a political party.
Rejecting the petition, the first bench of Chief
Justice Sanjay Vijaykumar Gangapurwala and
Justice D Bharatha Chakravarthy dismissed the
plea and imposed 210,000 cost on the
petitioner. According to the petitioner,
‘Gandhiyawathi’ T Ramesh, allotting the
national flower as an election symbol to a
political party is not only unjust but also
violative of Article 14 of the Constitution which
provides equality before law. “free and fair
elections are based on equality. If one party is
discriminated against another party, it is gross
injustice,” the petitioner said. This should be
done before the assembly election slated to
‘five . states-Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,

3 Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, and West

Bengal, he added. He

‘ * . further submitted that a
&_ representation sent to
. this efféct dated
September 27 was not
considered by the
ECIl. — TNN
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‘Shobha apologises for remarks against
‘Tamils, Madurai police slap four cases

EC directs K'taka
CEO to take action
against minister

- Min: Intention
Was To ‘Shine
Light, Not
Cast Shadows’

Times News Networs

fé in Bengaluru eariier this
month. “One guy comes from
and then plants a bomb at Ra-
. meshwaram Café,” the minis-
¢ terhadsaid.
g However. the controversy
¢ refused fndiedowndespitethe
¢ apolegy EC on Wednesday di-
i rected the chief electoral offi-
cay (CEOYof Karnataka to ini-
tiate action and promptly ad-
dress the matter after a com-
: - plaing was filed by DMK for
: poll code viclation. In its com-
plaint toEC. DMK accused the
Uni

Peoples Act, 1851, and themed-
elcodeof conduct.

Separately, Madurai cvb-
ercrime police filsed four dif-
ferent cases against Karan-
dlaje following a complaint
lodged bya?dadurmmxdem
againsthen

The cases have beeu fBled
under IPC sections 153 (provo-
cation, intent to cause riot),
i58A (promoting enmity be
tween different groups), 565(1)

(B} {eirculating rumour}, and
502(2) {(defamatory matter)
against

Karandiaje.

Inanatterpt to clarify her
remarks, Karandlaie putouts
post on X, stating that her in-
tention wasto “shinelight, not
cast shadows”™, She acknowi-
edged that her comments may
have upset Tamils and said

“her remarks were specifically

directed - at  individuals
trained in the Krishnagirifor-
est linked o the Rameshwa-
ram Caie blast. She extendéd

anapology toall Tamils affect-
ed by her statermants.
Madurai = resident ©

“Thiagarajan exprassed con-
carn over the potentiaily di-
vistvenatitreof Karandlaje's
comments and her unsub-
stantiated allegations
amitst ongoing investiga-
tions into the bomb blast
case. He emphasised how the
sweepingstatement could in-
cite viol inst Tamiis.

New Delhi: The Election Com-
nission on Wednesday direct:
ed the Karnataka chiel efecte-
ral offieer{CEO) to ensurn im.
mediate, approgriate action”
on a complaint received from
DMK against Union minister
Shobha Kamndlales contio-
versial statement linking peo-
ple from Tamil Nadu
bomb blasts in Bengalunz.
Divecting action in acourd-
ance with provisions of the
modal ende of conduct, EC
sought a compliance report
from the CEO within4s hours.
The EC action follows a
complaint received from DMK

the

Soon after her statement
on Tuesday Tamil Nadua CM
MK Stalin condemned the
minister's statement, labeil-
ing it as “reckless”. He called
mnm the entire B.]P cadre to

refrain from insuch
“dirty divisive politics”.

inwhich the party alleged that
Karandiaje's suggestion that
peopie of Tamil Nadu had
planted the bomb at Ramesh-
warmmn cafe in Bengalhura —
nuxde at a press conference in
BengaivruonTuesday — wasa
haseless accusationas N1A was

yet fo identify the culprit
said the statement “attemp
prumote feelingsof enniity ad
hatred between the people « ‘f
Karnataka and Tan
“generalises the pe
mil Nadn as extremists” 5
has the potential to “enge
violence agains? the
community”.
Terming her remarks
viokation of Sec 1243
practice) and Sec 125 (| -
ing or atempting o promote
{ee‘.in,,,. of enmity @yl batred
between different classes o

presenmtion of the Peop!
1951, aswell asthe MCC
¥ or candidate shall s
existing differences or
mutuak hatred between
ent  coHnmunites),
sought action against thy
isterand BJP ra
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Defends CJl Being CENTRE SHORTLIST SHARED
Replaced With  WITH ADHIR HOURS BEFORE MEETING
Minister On Panel | From Sefection P Sharing Shortlist
: ; Independence of EC, or It is wrong, misleading
ir ury
i to presence of @ | member was given the shortlisted
New Delhi: Govion Waednes- umwmm na_mesasmactuf
day told Supreme Court that | of senior gﬂfmﬁuﬂiﬁﬁﬂ premeditation on (part *
election  commissioners | and HM) selection committee of) of two membersof *
(ECs) with unimpeachable _canniot be a ground to automatically | the Executive (PMand
credentials — Gyanesh Ku- mmebhs.«mmmﬂ HM), as all the three
mar and Sukhbir Singh Sand- aries ought to be presumed members received the list
hu—werechosenbyaPMiled |toactfaily . . simultaneously
formity withaParliament-en- pitiaes y A i ?
acted jaw but acknowledged MMMWMMMBMMdWECS
that selection was completed  tention of the petitioners for  lect ECS after Parliament en-
within hours of sharing six keepingCJIaspar'tof thepan: dcted CEC & QOther ECs (Ap-
chartlisted names with panel el in line with SC's 2013 ver-  pointment, Conditionsof Ser-
member  Adhir Ranjan dict. 1t said no one can insist vice and Termsof Office) Act.
Chowdhury; leader of Con- on sticking to the SC-mandat- which eame into force Jan 2.
gress in Lok ed interim selection panel Thelaw replaced GJl with a
Sabha. comprising PM. CJ1 andlead- Cabinet minister in the selec-
Centrechallenged thecon-  er of opposition in LS, to se- tion panel. In therecent ECse
)
Centre to SC: For 73
L ]
yrs, ECs appointed
' exclusively by govt
rFOMmP1 partmenton March13 provid-
ed him a list of all persons,
t said for 73 years, ECs  along with their credentials,
I were exclusively appoint-  who figured in the zone of
4 edbvgovt,absentalegisia-  considerations before the
tion inthis regard. SChadon-  search committee. The com-
Iy provided an interim mech-  mittee met at 5 pmon March
anism for selectionof ECsto 13 but could not shortlist
fill a legislative vacuum, names, which was done the
which hassincebeenfilledby  nextdayatlfam.
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ECs picked as per

by Parliament

. 3 Parliament-enacted law, it
: said, adding the Constitution
i itself vests Parliament with

the power to prescribe mech-

anism for EC appointments
i throughalaw

“An interim order in the

{ nature of the one sought by

the  petitioners, would

i amount tosiay of the legisla-
: tionvalidlyenacted by Parlia-

ment, and such a stay at the
interim stage would be an ex-

 ercise impermissible within
: the confines of judicial re-

view envisaged under the

© Constitution.” itsaid, adding
: that none of the petitioners
i raised any doubt about the

unimpeachable credentials

i of thetwo ECsappointed.

On Chowdhury's March

12 request for sharing short-
i listed names for EC posts,

Centresaid the legislativede-

It recommended six
names for consideration of
the selection panel on
March 14, and shared details
with members of the panel.
The PM-led panel met the
sameday and recommended
to the President to appoint
Kumar and Sandhu, with
Chowdhury dissenting, as
ECs. The President signed
their warrants of appoint-
ment within hours. Thenew
ECs took charge on March
15, govt said.

“1t is wholly wrong, mis-
leading and malicious tosug-
gest that Chowdhury was giv-
en the shortlisted names as
an act of premeditation on
the mind of two membersof
the Executive (PM and HM),
as all the three members re-
ceived the list simultaneous-
1y" govtsaid.

lection, Union home minister
Amit Shah was part of the
panel. x
Exclusion of CJI from the
panel has been flagged by
those seekinga stay on theap-
pointment of the two ECs, at-
tributing executive bias to the
selection committee. Govt
said, “Independence of Elec-
tion Commission, or any oth-
er arganisation or authority.
does not arise from and is not
atwributable to presence of a
judicial member in the selec-
tion committee. Presence of
senior govt functionaries(PM
and HM) in selection commit-
tee cannot beaground toauto-
matically assume bias on be-
half of the committee, High
constitutional functionaries
ought to be presumed to act
fairly and ingoeod faithin pub-
licinterest.”

» For 73 years, P 16
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EC directs removal of all political
posters from govt, private places

Tmzs News Nsrwonu

Nlm Delhi: The Election

Commission on Wednesday
d.trected the Centre as well
as states and Union Territo-
ries to immediately remaove
all unauthorised political
advertisements in the form
of graffiti, posters, papers,
cutouts, hoardings or ban-
ner flags from government,
public and private places,
citing restrictions imposed
by the model code of con-
duct.
EC, in a letter sent to the
cabinet secretary and chief
secretaries of all states and

UTs, soughta
compliance
report to be
submitted in
this regard
by S5pm on
Thursday.
communication

The
from the poll body specified
that all unauthorised politi-
cal advertisements must be
pulled down right away
froni public spaces such as
central government build-

ings, railway properties,
bus stands, airports, road-
ways, government buses,
electric or telephone poles
and mundcipal local bodies’

offices.

A direction for strict
compliance of EC's instrue-
tions regarding removal of
defacement from govern-
ment, privaie and public
premises during polls, was
issued on Saturday itself fol-
lowing the announcement
of general elections,

However, opposition par-
ties, including Congress
and Trinamool Congress,
subsequently complained to
EC that political advertise-
ments could still be seen at
central government office
premises and railway prop-
erties amongothers.
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No transparency in postal ballot for PwDs: Activists

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal

WITH the election prepared-
ness in full swing across the
city, rights activists are seeking
better transparency to ensure
an inclusive and accessible
elections for persons with dis-
abilities (PwD).

As per the revised electoral

roll there are 11,369 registered
PwD voters in Chennali, out of
39 lakh voters. Those above 85
years of age and voters with
40% benchmark disability

{classified together asabsentee  12Dform to register for the
voters) can opt for postal ballot  postal ballot facility. The regis-
facility. The Election Commis-  tration needs to be completed
sion of India has also issued within 5 days of
directions to make poll- notification.
ing booths accessible
and inclusive for all”+"*
Meanwhile, activists
are alleging
difficulties
transparency in acces

‘tives of the Disability
~ Rights Alliance (DRA) _

have been approached
by booth level officers
ing the postal ballot faci]ity within the stipulated time
As per ECI rules, boothilevel of-  period. “Many PwD voters are
ficers should visit houses of unable to access postal ballot
absentee voters and}‘ﬁm’ide facilities within the time peri-

However, representa-

said not all PwD voters”

od, as BLOs were unabhle to
reach out to all the absentee
voters,” said activist Vaishnavi
Jayakumar from DRA.

The corporation through a
press release has clarified that
12D forms can also be submit-
ted at the offices of the return-
ing and assistant returning of-
ficer+in their concerned
constituencies. Activists how-
ever allege lack of awareness
among the members and call
for an online registration
svstem.
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ECl asks K’taka CEO toact on DMK’s

‘EXNISS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaloy 2
THE Rlection Commission of-
ficials are examining a com-
plaint by DMK leaders, seeking
action against Union Minister
‘Shobha Karandlaje for alleging
‘that a person from TN was re-
'sponsible for the blast at The
‘Rameshwaram Cafe in Ben-
igaluru on March 1.

.~ Karandlaje, a BJP candidate
from the Bengaluru North, re-
{tracted her remarks and issued
an apology.

The Election Com-
mission on Wednes-
day directed the
Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEQO) Karna-

During a protest
againstan attack on
a shopkeeper in
Bengaluru for play-
ing devotional

taka to take immedi- songs, the BJP lead-
ate and appropriate er had said that peo-
action on the DMK’s ple who come from
complaint about the Tamil Nadu are

alleged vielation of
the Model Code of
Conduct. mitscom- -
plaint to the ECL, the DMK said
the minister’s statement gener-
alised the people of Tamil Nadun
as “extremists”. Y

planting bombs in
Karnataka. An of-
\ ficer with the CEO
said that since she has retracted
her remarks. they will be taking
alegal opinion.

Meanwhile, taking to X', Ka-

plaint over Shobha’s TN-bomb remark

My words were meant to shine light, not cast shadows; Yet | see my remarks brought pain to some. Shobha

randlaje apologised for her re-
marks. “To my Tamil brothers
& sisters, I wish to clarify that
my words were meant to shine
light, not cast shadows. Yet Isee
that my remarks brought pain
to some - and for that, [ apelo-
gize. My remarks were solely
directed towards those trained
in the Krishnagiri forest, linked
to the Rameshwaram Cafe blast.
To anyone from Tamil Nadu af-
fected, from the depths of my
heart, 1 ask your forgiveness.
Furthermore, I retract my pre-
vious comments,” she stated
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PM road-show: Another
pvt school issued notice

. Coimbatore: District education
department conducted an inquiry
with the management of another
private school at Vadavalli on
Wednesday for making its
children participate in PM
Narendra Modi's road-show.
Sources said students were
brought to the venue on school
bus. Collector and district election
officer Kranthi Kumar Pati told
officials to conduct an inquiry.
Officials said a notice has been
served on the management

. seeking explanation for engaging
children in poll-related activities
in violation of poll code. ENS
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CQNSTITUENE!ES WHERE BOTH DMK AND AIADMK
E ANNOUNCED CANDIDAT

TES
Alm

Kanthee

A!akkonam
Arani
o o Salem
. Erode 7
__ Ther i' 5 Jued B
AND 4 ) OB N PAR
u,_uh nai Central | CECdirective
j'—'-”-ﬁf—e‘lf;f’: W CEQ Satyabrata
Dharmaputi Sahoo has urged
Tirwvannamalal candidates to
Kallakurichi publish a
“Nilgiris (50) declaration in
[oimbatore newspapers and TV
Pollachi about criminal
Perambalur cases against them
Thanjavur s S -- pending or cases
Thoothukkudi I(animo‘zhi | of conviction in the
Tenkati (S0} vl Rani Smmmg! past, It has to be
ADMK s i published on three
Keishnagiri ~ Vlayaprakash dates from the day
Villupuram (5C) IBhagyaral | following the last
amakkal ~ CThamizhmani | date for withdrawal
Karur ~ KRL Thangavel and up to 48 hours
Chidambaram (5L} M Chandiakasan before ending with
Nagapattinam (5C) - [ Surjeet Sankar the hour fixed for
Madurai " PSaravanan | endof the poll.
Ramanathapuram

P Jayaperumal -
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Centre opposes
pleas to cancel
EC appointments

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY

ﬁ! New Delhi

THE Central government on
Wednesday filed an affidavit be-
fore the Supreme Court defend-
ing a 2023 Act that dropped the
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
from the selection panel ap-
pointing Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
and Election Commis-
sioners (EC).

In its reply, the Cen-
tre opposed the demand
of the batch of pleas to
cancel the appointment
of Election Commis-
sioners for not includ-

It said that the deliberations
of the high-level committee un-
der the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023, are
collaborative, and discussions
occur at the actual meeting.

The Supreme Court
is scheduled to hear on
Thursday the batch of
pleas challenging the
Act of dropping CJI
from the panel to select
the CEC and ECs.

The Aet had been
challenged before the
top court by various pe-

ing the CJI in the selec- titioners, including the
tion panel. . Association for Demo-

Refuting the petition- cratic Reforms, Con-
ers argument that the gress leader Jaya
commission can be in- Thakur, and petition-
dependent only when it ers Sanjay Narayanrao
has judges in the selec- S khi; Singh Meshram, Dharmen-
tion committee, the Sgndhg a;ndg dra Singh Kushwaha

Centre said, “This ar-
gument by the petition-
ers is wrong. The pur-
pose of the petitioners was to
create political controversy.
The pleas are only filed for gar-
nering political mileage.”

The Centre also defended the
appointment of the two ECs by
a panel that excludes the CJIL.

Gyanesh Kumar

and Advocate Gopal
Singh.

Although the top
court had earlier refused to
stay the implementation of the
Act, it had said that it would ex-
amine the matter at a later
stage and thereby issued notice
to the Centre and sought a re-
sponse in April.
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Petitions in SC
as govt notifies
fact check unit
ahead of polls

RAKESH KUMAR & PARVEZ SULTAN
L o i S

AHEAD of the general elec-
tions, the government on
Wednesday notified the Fact
Check Unit under the Press In-
formation Bureau to monitor
content on social media tied to
the Centre. The unit was noti-
fied under the 2021 I'T Rules.
According to the new regula-
tion, if’ a government informa-
tion is misrepresented on any
online platform, the fact-check-
ing unit will flag it. Social me-

' dia platforms and other online

intermediaries will then decide
on taking down the content. If
they refuse to drap the content,
they risk losing the protections
granted under Section 79 of the
IT Act. This section provides
immunity to online platforms
from content posted by users
and third parties.

The notification comes a
week after the Bombay High
Court rejected a petition filed
by Editors Guild of India and
others against the fact checker.
They argued that the regula:
tions could lead to censorship
of free speech in the country

The Editors Guild has now
filed a petition before the Su-
preme Court, “We remain op-
posed to it because [ don't think
that in a democratic country
like us, the government alone
can decide what is fake infor-
mation,” said Editors Guild
genera] secretary Ruben Ban-
erjee. Political satirist Kunal
Kamra, too, has moved the SC.
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LDF UDF condemn Shobha Karandla e’s
| ‘hate remarks’ towards Kerala people

alleged “hate remarks”

made by Union Minister

and BJP leader Shobha
towards the

Karandlaje
“people of the state.

ciOpposiﬁminthaStateA&
sembls V D Satheesan, has

ior Left leader and CF1 state

.seeremryahmy\’iswomhas

wged Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to

alawmmvoivedmaﬁdat
tacks in Karnataka.
During an agitation by the
TJP against the attack on a
tx‘aderﬁoraﬂemdlyphﬁns
‘Hanuman - Chalisa’
unAz_aan (!slammmllfor
prayer) , in  Bengaluru,
Karandlaje on Tuesday said,
“Law and order in Karnataka

has  deteriorated.
People who come
from Tamil Nadu
plant bombs here,
people from Delhi
chant

Shobha

tracted her comments against
people from Tamil Nadu in r=
lation to the Rameswaram cafe
blast, is refusing to withdraw
her statemnents against the pec-
ple ofKerala”, Viswamsaid.

Healleged that the derogato-
rv comment made by the Un-
fon Minister tarnished the rep-
utation of people of Kerala.

“The people of Kerala are
anxiously = awaiting Prime

" *Minister Modi's response, as

he frequently visits the state,
and

remarks and issue an apology,
the Congress and the UDF are
contemplating legal action.
which may include approach:
ing the Election Commis-
sion”, he said.

XS
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oA Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Satyabrata
instructed

conviction cases in the past.
“The candidates shall pub-
lish a declaration for wide

in the newspapers  channels a

publicity
and in TV channels.
1ion is ta be published at least

on three different dates from -
the day llowing the last date |
for withdrawals of candida.
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Publish criminal case details,
GEO tells LS poll contestants

* Political parties must reveal such cases on their respective websites

ﬂmsghingddaﬂsufusﬁm

GHENNAL The Transport
and Road Safety Commis-

sioner has warned

actions against the
Regional Transport
Officers (RTOs) it

they engage own

purpose vehicles for
election purposes.
“Severnl complaints are be-
ing received from the maxi
cab and {axi operators alleg-
ing that in most districts,

general  elections.
This is a clear violation of Mo-
tor Vehicle Acts and Rules on

_ane hand and creating reve-

nue loss to the State Govern-
ment on the other hand.
Moreover, for all poll-velated
‘works, 100 per cent compli-
ance with existing acts and

rules ismandstory.” the com-

: . Avoid personal vehicles for
~ election purposes, RTOs told

missioner said in a cireular to
all zonal officers, RTOs, and
MVIs dated March 20,

Pointing to the risks -
volved in engaging the own
board vehicles for commer-
cial purposes, he said that if
the own beard vehicles met
with accidents, insurance
companies would not pro-
cess claims.

“Henee all RTOs / MVls
are strietiy instructed not to
engage their own board ve
hicles for any election-relat-
¢l hiring works including
for elections. Those vehicles
with the fransport board
permit only shall be en:
gaged. Any deviations in
this regard will be viewed
very seriously. Zonmal Of
ficers are sirictly instructed
to ensure this and no com-
plaints in this regard shall
be received,” he instructed.




DT Next
2 1MAR 2024

ROUND

Lotus symhol for BJP: MHC dismisses
plea, slaps Rs 10 K fine on petitioner

CHENNAL The Madras High Court dismissed the petition
seeking to direct the Election Commission of India (ECI) not
to allot the lotus symbol to the BJP for the elections. The first
division bench comprising Chief Justice SV Gangapurwala
and Justice D Bharatha Chakravarthy directed the petitioner
to pay Rs 10,000 to the legal services from the bonafide paid
by him. A petitioner T Ramesh, president of the Ahimsa
Socialist party from Namakkal moved the HC seeking to
direct the EC to cancel the allotment of the lotus symbol to
the BJP. The petitioner stated that the allotment of the lotus
symbol, the national flower of the nation to a political party
(BJP) is unjust and contended that allotting the lotus symbol
to a political party is a disgrace to national integrity. The peti-
tioner also filed an additional petition in support of his prayer
stating that the Lotus is a religious flower for Hindus, hence
the symbol should not be allocated to the BJP.
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living
Form 12D by March 25 to vote by post in
t!unwminuuksnhhaehcﬁnm.

Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner
J Radhakrishnan said that as per the order of
the Election Commission of India, in view of
the Lok Sabha General Elections, the district

Subrmt form 12D before March 25 to vote from home

admyinistration has taken measures to allow
PwDs and sentor citizens aver 85 years to voie
by post in the city,
“Provisions have been made to vote by post
in 15 assembly constituencies including 3 Lok
Sabha cmﬁmem::u in Chennai. The system
of voting by has been made to facilitate
voters with and those above 8
yenrs to avoid difficulties in going to the poll-
ing station and voting directly,” he added.

Polling Station Officers will personally visit
the residences of disabled voters and voters
abave 85 years with Form 12D and voter list to
facilitate the same. The form will be ready and
cenveyed to them by the officars and if any
pmufs\mhas [D card is requested, a copy can
be submitted.

As per the final electoral sall published on
January 22 for 16 assembly constituencies in
Chennai, there are over 39.01 lakh voters. Of

which, over 1.13 lakh are disabled and 83,751
are reported to be above the age of 85 years,

They can submit the Farm 12D to the duly

appoi.nued officer before March 25 via the pol-

mg station level officers, the Election Com-

mission Officer or the Assistant Election Com-

mission Officer in their area.

For more queries 21 issiues

regarding the postal voting call

1950 and 180G 4257012 tboth tol! free}
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BJP gets notlee over involving
students in PM road show

COIMBATORE: An explanation

has been sought from BJP
functionaries on Wednesday over
participation of students ina
road show by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Coimbatore.

After students were spotted in the
road show near Sai Baba Colony on
March 18 in violation of the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC), the education
department served notice to the
government aided school to know if
students were forced to participate in
the election rally.

Meanwhile, the Coimbatore city
police booked a case after various
political parties lodged a complaint
with the EC. The election deparfment
authorities held an inguiry by visiting
the school and submitted a report to
the District Collector. In a further
development, the election authorities
said that a notice has been issued to
the Coimbatore unit of BJP seeking an
explanation. Also, a notice has been
served to another private school
following complaints that their
students were also involved.

“The reports given by the authori-
ties of the education department and
labour welfare department will be
sent to election department officials in
Chennai for any further action,” said
an official. i

Act against BJP, PM Modi,

GPM writes to poll panel

CHENNAL: The CPM has written to the
Election Commission seeking to take
stern action against the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for engaging
schoolchildren in the election campaign
violating the model code of conduct.

In a letter to the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, CPM state secretary K Balakrishnan
said that during Prime Minister Modi's
road show in Coimbatore on March 18,
students of a private school in Vadavalli
participated.in the election campaign.
“Students were seen dressed as Hindu
deities, donning saffron-coloured cloth
strips bearing the BJP party symbol, at
various locations throughout the roadshow,
performing on stages arranged by workers
of the BJP. Students at the roadshow said
that school authorities instructed them to
gather at the Sai Baba Colony junction two
hours before the event,” he said.
Balakrishnan said that the act of the BJP
involving schoolchildren in road shows was
undertaken as part of their political
campaign for the ensuing general elections.
“We demand the immediate intervention of
your office and stern action against the BJP
and Narendra Modi for such candid and
outright involvement of schoolchildren in
political campaigns,” he demanded.
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