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MEILs T584 crore to BJP is
‘top donation to any party

Data released by the EC show that the company donated 2195 crore to the Bharat Rashtra Samithi

and 85 crore to the DMK: Trinamool received 3542 crore from lottery magnate Martin’s firm
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yderabad-based
“Megha Engineer-

ing and Infrastruc-
tures Lid. (MEIL) donated
€584 crore to the BJP — the
most by a donor for any
single party.

The company also do-
nated 195 crore to the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
and ¥85 crore to the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMEK).

Its subsidiary, Western
- U.P. Power Transmission
Company Ltd., donated
| #10 crore to the Congress,
| followed by ¥BO crore to
| the BjP, data released by
. the Election Commission
- on Thursday revealed. The
| commission received the
| data from the State Bank of
i India. ;

Donors and beneficiaries

The table lists the top three donors through the electoral bond
scheme and the parties they donated to the most

Dong: GITtpan

Future Gaming and | Trinamool

Haotel Services DMK

Megha Engineering | BJP

{MEIL} BRS

Qwik Supply Chain _: S

Source: EC

"] Shiv Sena’

All the top 19 companies
(by total  donations
through electoral bonds)
donated portions of the
bonds to the BJP.

Lottery magnate Santia-
go Martin’s Future Gaming
and Hotel Services PR, the
highest electoral bond do-
nog overall, donated 542
crore to the Trinamool
Congress through this
route.

The data pertain to

bonds purchased and en-
cashed between April 12,
2019 and January 24, 2024,
for which information has
been released to the
public.

Of the bonds worth
1,368 crore purchased by
Future Gaming and Hotel

Services, 39.6% went to the

Trinamool, followed by the
DMK (X503 crore), and the
YSR Congress Party (2154
crore). The BJP received

All data on poll
bonds given to
EC, SBI tells SC

NEW DELHI

The State Bank of India on
Thursday informed the
Supreme Court that it has
made a “complete disclosure”
of all the details regarding the
poll bonds to the Election
Commission, » PAGE 10

$100 crore from the firm.

Qwik Supply Chain Ltd. |
— the third biggest donor
through poll bonds — gave
1375 crore to the BJP and |
125 crore to the Shiv Sena. |
(Three Reliance Group |

companies own 50% of

Qwik.)

CONTINUVED ON
» PAGE 10

MEILSs T584 crore is top
donation to any party

Haldia Energy donated bonds worth 3281 1o the
Trinamool and %81 crore to the RIP. Vedanta Lid.
gave bonds worth ¥229 crore to the BJP, followed
by 125 crore to the Congress.

Keventer Food Park Infra Ltd., MK} Enterprises
Ltd., and Madanlal Ltd. - all registered with the
same address in Kolkata and with at least one di
rector in common - donated 3573 crore together.
Of this, 60%, or $346 crore, went to the B[P, while
21% (X121 crore) went to the Congress
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Companies under ED,
I-T scanner donated poll
bonds to BJP, BRS, Cong.

Hetero Drugs Lid.. Hetero Labs Lid.. Hetero Biopharma Lid. donated 350 crore to BRS, followed

by 10 crore to BJP: Mankind Pharma Ltd. gave all the bonds it purchased for 324 crore to BJP

h hnan
ZHENNAI

any companies

that faced regula-

tory action in the
past five years have donat-
ed electoral bonds to the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP) in some measure, da-
ta released by the Election
Commission to comply
with the orders of the Su-
preme Court show.

The Hindu previously re-
ported that Divi’s Labs, Mi-
cro Labs, Kalpataru Pro-
jects International, and
other companies pur-
chased bonds worth con-
siderable sums of money
i between 2019 and 2023.
| These companies were al-
so under the scanner of the
. Income Tax Department,
the Enforcement Directo-
rate or the U.S. Food and
| Drug Administration over
| alleged bad business prac-
| tices or quality control.

On March 21, the com-

\'u Congress worke protesﬂng‘agai;\st the BJP overthe
electoral bonds issue, in New Delhi last week, P11

missioni shared the bond
numbers associated with
each purchase, thus allow-
ing the lists of donors and
the parties they were do-

-nating to to be matched.

Micro Labs purchased
electoral bonds worth 16
crore, of which ¥7 crore
went to the Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha, ¥I6 crore to

the BJP, and 3 crore to the
Congress.

Hetero Drugs Ltd., Hete-
ro Labs Ltd., and Hetero
Biopharma Ltd. donated
50 crore to the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS), fol-
lowed by 10 crore to the
BIP,

Similarly, MSN Pharma-
chem Pvt. Ltd. and MSN

Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. do-
nated ¥20 crore to the BRS
and 6 crore to the BIP. Di-
vi's Laboratories Ltd. gave
130 crore to the BJP, 20
crore to the BRS, and 5
crore to the Congress.

Mankind Pharma Lid.
gave all the bonds it pur-
chased for ¥24 crore, to the
BJP. Aurobindo Pharma
Ltd. gave bonds worth
134.5 crore to the BJP, ¥15
crore to the BRS, and 2.5
crore to the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP).

Besides pharmaceutical
companies, Shirdi Sai Elec-
tricals Ltd. gave ¥40 crore
to the TDP as well.

Kalpataru Projects Inter-
naticnal Ltd. donated all
the ¥25.5 crore worth of
poll bonds it bought to the
BJP. My Home Infrastruc-
tures gave bonds worth ¥15
crore to the BRS, 5 crore
to the BIP, and ¥4.5 crore to
the Congress.

(With inputs from
Vasudevan Mukunth)
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The Supreme Court on

| Thursday dismissed appli-
| cations seeking to stay the

appointment of Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Gyanesh

- Komar as Election Com-
. missioners {(ECs) in accor-
- dance with a new law giv-

i

ing the dominant role to

| the Central government in
- the selection process.

The applications filed by
the NGO, Association for
Democratic Reforms, and
others had urged the court

~ to stay the implementation

of the Chief Election Com-

_mission and other Election

Commissions  (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office)
Act, 2023. Section 7 of the
Act had countermanded
the Supreme Court judg-
ment by replacing the
Chief Justice of India on the
high-level selection com-
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SC dismisses applications to stay

appointment of poll commissioners

We cannot stay the
2023 legislation...
There will be a lot of
chaos, says Bench,
pointing to the
upcoming polls

mittee with a Union Minis-
ter of the Centre’s choice,
The applicants had
asked for fresh appoint-
ments to the posts of the
two ECs on the basis of the
Supreme Court judgment.
“We cannot stay the le-
gislation... There will be a
lot of chaos,* a Bench of
Justices Sanjeev Khanna
and Dipankar Datta said,
pointing.fo the Lok Sabha
election already waiting at
the doorstep, ready to
commence on April 9.
Advocates Prashant
Bhushan and
D'Souza, for the NGO, ar-
gued that the selection of
ECs could not be left in the

Cheryl

hands of the Central go-
vernment. “This is against
free and fair elections,” Mr.
Bhushan argued. But Jus-
tice Khanna said there was
no allegations against Mr.
Sandhu or Mr. Kumar.

The judgment was a
stop-gap arrangement un-
til Parliament brought in 4
law on the appointments
of ECs.

“For 70 years, from 1950
to 2023, the appointments
were made by the govern-
ment and we had people
like Mr. T.N. Seshan..” Jus-
tice Khanna said.

Short notice

However, the Bench was
critical of the manner in
which the details of candi-
dates were given to Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, the
leader of the single largest
party in the Opposition
and a member of the high-
level selection committee,
merely hours before the

committee was to meet.

“You could have been
transparent. Just two
hours to read 200 bio pro-
files? You should have been
fair. Justice must not only
be done, but seen to be
done,” Justice Datta ad-
dressed Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre,

The two ECs were ap-
pointed on March 14 and
took charge on March 15.
The election schedule was
announced on March 16.

The Centre said it would
not have been “humanly
possible” for Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar to steer the “world’s
biggest electoral exercise”
scheduled from April 19.

The government said
the 2023 law had intro-
duced a far more demo-

- cratic, collaborative and in-

clusive appointment
process than what had ex-
isted for the past 73 years.
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DMK RS, Bharathi in his

e
CHENNAI

he DMK on Thurs-
day submitted 2
complaint to the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC) over certain state-
ments reportedly made by
Prime Minister Narendra
~ Modi during his electoral
.| campaign in the State, al-
leging that the INDIA bloc
“repeatedly and deliber-
ately Hinduism”,
In his complaint, DMK
organisation secretary R.S,
Bharathi said that Mr. Mo-
di, by making such an ap-
peal, has “committed a
gross violation” of Section
123 (34) of the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1951,
read with certain provi-
| sions of the Model Code of
- Conduct 2024,
If such an appeal to the
| voters was made on the ba-
| sis of religion and in viola-
tion of the law by a person
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DMK submits plaint to EC
over PM’s ‘religious’ remarks

Modi, through his stateménts, has violated provisiops
complaint; party also seeks action against asocial media post by the BIp

Call for action: The DMK says that such remarks send “wrong
“high time" that the EC stops such

signals”, and contends that it is
campaigning. FILE PHOTO

holding the highest office
of the nation, it certainly
sends “wrong signals”, Mr,
Bharathi said, adding that
it was “high time” that the
Commission took swift ac-
tions and stopped such
cam i

The DMK %unher urged

the Commission to take ap-
propriate action on this
complaint and give suita-
ble directions to all those

concerned to conduct
themselves within the fra-
mework of law,

In another complaint
against the BJP over a so-

siops of the Re resentation of the People Act, says

cial media post linking the
DMK to the 2G case, Mr.
Bharathi pointed out that a
trial court had acquitted
former Union Minister A,
Raja.

“So, attributing a false

* allegation against Mr. Raja

is not only against the pro-
visions of the Indian Penal
Code but also against the
provisions of the Represen-
tation of the People Act,
1951 and the Model Code of
Conduct 2024, Mr. Bha-
rathi said.

Contending that the
BIP's social media post was
violative of the Representa-
tion of the Peaple Act, 1951
and Model Code of Con-
duct 2024, Mr, Bharathi re-
quested the Commission
to take appropriate action
against the BJP for its “bra-
zen violation” of election
laws, and give the neces-
sary directions to them to
conduct elections within
the framework of law.
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tal. ballot facility notified -
for essential services workers

The Election Commission (EC) has notified the
facility of voting through postal ballot for
absentee voters from the category of persons
employed in essential services. They can apply
for postal ballot through the nodal officers of
their organisations appointed for this purpose
through Form 12D that has already been shared
with the respective organisations. The
applications should reach the Returning Officer
of the constituency concerned on or Before
Mal'Ch oy Y - )
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DMK complains to
ECl against BJP

‘DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH. 21

DMK organisation secretary
R. S. Bharathi sent two com-
plaints to the Election
Commission of India (ECI) on
Thursday;* pointing out two
reported violations of Model
gode of Conduct against the
3P - i ;

One related to the campaign -

speech of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at Salem,
accusing the opposition INDIA
coalition of repeatedly and
deliberately insulting
Hinduism. Bharathi wanted
the ECI to intervene by taking
‘swift actions and to stop the
campaigning on the basis of
false narratives, religion and
other divisive methods.’
. The other complaint per-
tained to an advertisement
placed by the BJP in its officia]
handle on X, asking voters not
to forget the 2G scam and car;
rying a newspaper cutting
from 2010 with a headline stat.
ing that the loss to the nation
was huge.

He said that since the trial on
the-2Gcase had led to A Raja's
acquittal by the court, the
insinuation went against the
provisions of the IPC and also

~ the Model Code of Conduct.
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EC offcials seize
cash, liquor worth
9.32 crore |

Chennai, March 21: Cash,
liquor and drugs worth Rs 9.32
crore were seized by Election i
Commission officials in poll-
bound Tamil Nadu, a senior
official said on Thursday,
Cash alone accounted for Rs
7.81 crore. Liquor, narcotics,
precious metals and freebies
- were also seized, Chief Electo-
ral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo
sald in a statement. —PTI

SRR
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Under EC lens, parties
soft-pedal flexi’ campaigns

T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNAL MARCH 21

The striet regulations on
poll  expenditure and
environment consciotls-
ness have forced the polit-
ical parties to avoid using
flex boards and to concen-
trate more on
booth-level group Ffune-
tions and door-to-door
visits. The demand for flex
boards for elections in the
state has come
down following
various legal scrutiny
since 2019,

According to the rules of
the Election Commission,
the maximum amount a
candidate can spend in a

rllamentary con-

- stituency is ‘Rs 95 lakh.
.Since a Lok Sabha con-
stituency is very vast and
the campaign duration is
igher compared to other
elections, the allocated
poll fund is pretty less ta
run a ‘flexi’ c&m%aign.
All political

parties and candidates
are bound to submit their
elec&pn expenditure to
the EC. £

+M. Suresh, president,
- Tamil - Nadu Digital
Printing  Asseciation,
said that political parties
have changed their policy
on flex boards even
though there is no ban on
flex boards. "The EC calls
meetings with all the
printers and press owners
during every election.
Hence, we are liable to
disclose the number of
flexes we print for the
political parties so that
they could audit the
expenditure. So, the can-
didate will not spend
much on flexes as itsis
included in the poll
expenditure, If spending
exceeds the prescribed
expenditure, the EC can
disqualify the candidate.
So-the candidate wants to
play safe They will g0
with less expensive cam-
paigns. They also think
that door-to-door cam-
paigns are the hest way to
attract people. Many can-
didates in the state still

“said.

‘tion we receive

believe “cash-for-votes is
the best strategy" of get-
ting votes instead of
spending on flexes,"” he
"We are getting
no political orders since
the passing of former

chief ministers  J.
Jayalalithaa and M.
Karunanidhi. In fact, it

all started after former
Chief  Election Co-
mmissioner T.N. Seshan
brought in reforms in the
election code of conduct,”
he added.

K. Anandan, an offset
bress owner in the city
said they used to get 10
percent business from the
political parties,
"Actually during the ellec~
ess
orders from the organis-
ers of non-political func-
tions. Following the intro-
duction of regulations,
most of the political par-
ties shifted their cam-
paigns from flexes to wall
graffiti, digital, online
and other modes,” he
added >

- The restriction on elec-
tion expenditure is one of
the main reasons for
avoiding flex boards. The
EC included spending of
each flex board in the poll
expenditure. The parlia-
mentary constituency is a
vast area. So covering all
booths with flex boards
will result in the exceed-
ing of the allowed poll
expenditure. Our party
leadership also instruct-
ed us not to place flex
boards during election
campaigns,” said a DMK
functionary in KK.
Nagar.

An ATADMK leader in
Valasaravakkam pointed
out that putting up flex
boards of leaders and
candidates is a costly
affair and it can’t be done
within the permitted
amount of the EC.
"The poll body is closely

watching  the flexes,
They will count
each and every flex in poll
expendifure. So

more flexes will land Lan
didates in trouble," he
said.
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EVMs allotted for 8
assembly segments -
under Thanjavur LS seat

G. SRINIVASAN | DC
THANJAVUR, MARCH 21

by,

o AR

Allotment + of Electronic -
Voting Machines (EVMs),
selected through randomisa-
tion, was done for eight assem-
bly constituencies  in
Thanjavur district for the com-
ing Lok Sabha election by
Deepak Jeob, Thanjavur col-
lector and returning officer for
Thanjavur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, in the presence of
political party representatives
to eight assembly constituen-
cies in Thanjavur district an
Thursday. .

Randomisation was done on
March 20 and EVMs were kept
in the safe. On Thursday, the
collector opened the safe in the
presence of representatives of
political parties and conducted
a draw to allot the EVMs to
pespective,  assembly con-
‘stituencies. ;

Accordingly, 351 ballot units,
351 control units and 380
VVPAT were allotted
Thiruvidaimaruthur assem-
bly constituency. For
Kumbakonam assembly con-
stitueney, 346 ballot units,and
control units each and 375
VVPATs, for Papanasam 361
ballot and control units each
and 391 VVPATS, or
Thiruvaiyaru 376 ballot and
control units and 408 VVPATS,
for Thanjavur 350 ballot and
control units each and 379
VVPATs, for Orathanadu 344
ballot and control units and
373 VVPATs, for Pattukottai
396 ballot and control units
pach and 353 VVPATSs, and for
Peravurani 312 ballot and con-
trol units and 338 VVPATSs.
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Poll awareness rally
- held at Thanjavur

DC CORRESPONDENT
THANJAVUR, MARCH 21

M

With a view to ensure cent per-
- cent voting in the coming Lok
Sabha election, an awareness
-rally, "En vottu, en vurimai"
(My Vote, My Right) was
flagged off by Deepak Jacob,
Thanjavur - collector and
returning officer . for
Thanjavur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, here on Thursday.

A signature campaign and
distribution of pamphlets
were also held. Stickers were
pasted in cell phones.

Maheswari, commissioner of
Thanjavur city corporation,
llakkiya, revenue divisional
officer, Thanjavur Vish-
nupriya, assistant collector
(training) and R.Mat-
hiyalagan, public relations
officer, were present on the
occasion.
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Electoral Or Marital, A Bond Is A Bond

Businesses depend on govt not only for clearances but also to build targeted infra that can help them he
globally competitive. When businesses seek an alpha male provider, they have to cough up the dowry
g I‘lﬁll rdar Pani "Hiy g

The stories that electoral bonds tell
us are reminders that liberalisation
has not altered the financial relation.
ship between political partiss and
the corporate sector as much as was
expected. .
In the licensing era, it was taken for granted that
corporate houses had tofund partiesthat might comets
power if they hoped to vemain in business. It was
assumed that ance the licence raj was over, this
compulsion would disappear: Then, corporate support
for political parties would be primarily a matter of
ideology and perso
Morethan three

islittle tosuggest that this has happened. :

Aknee-jerk reaction to thisreality is to assume that
the controls have not really disappeared. Indusiries stiil
require several clearances from govt, which could
be weaponised. Even policies as well-intentioned
as environmental clearances could reflect favour
when they are given to projects that clearly
dshnytheemlrunmant.ordisfm;ourwhunuwy
aredeliberately delayed,

But this is niot the entive story There are
aspectsof the liberalised economy that require
afavourable goyt.

Liberalisation In India has largely taken
place in an environment of globalisation. The
stock market has been boosted by foreign insti:
tational i This 1 t has also
played  role in the market value of individual
mmnhs,mdhmwtheirabmwmmlmmim
At the same time companies have sought
foreign direct investment. Govt and companies
hiave sought te benefit from the hypermobility
of capital that drives giobalisation.

This ability of corporate houses to attract
capital isenhanced when they area partof global
supply chains. These supply chains operate
within circoits that link conunand-and-control
centres with resource-generating centres. g

Whilethere is the odd circuit wheve Indigcan bé the
location of a command-and-control centre, notably .
the cricket cireuit, most Indian industries are in the
position of resource providers. The resources that are
provided can range from basic raw materials o highly
skilled technical manpawer,

Providing resources to global supply chains,
especially technical services, can bea very competitive
business. Many of these companies need to presentan’
image of functioning at the higher end of the global

mal pre ) >
decades after liberalisation, there {4

busiriess environment. This requires infra that is com-
parableto what isavailable in the West,

In a situation of resource constraints, the foous of .

most corporates is on infra that s relevant to them,
especially when they woo foreign investors. Emphasts is
thus on il that a foreign visltor would see, from airports
toexpressways to the campusesof individual firms,
Creating this infra requires govt initiatives in
multiple areas. While there has heen an increase in
private investment in infra projects after liberatisa-
tion, govt remains a major investor in this domain.

CERTARS R
Industries like to influence which infra
projects

centre
hope to get direct benefits from govt
ability to acquire land

Morethanfinancial investment, it is govtalone that can
takeoverland for infra development.

Industries would like to influence which infra
projects are prioritised, Individual houses wonld 1ike
ix:fra that benedits their operations, whether it s in the
midstof an economically established area in acityora
relativeiy remote production centre. They may even
hope to get some direct benefit from gove ability to
acquire land.

The influence that corporate houses seak extends
beyond direct material benefits. Global investment
decisions have a prominent piace for cities in which
economic aetivities are to be located. Cities can Zain
aneconomic image of theirown. The term Bangalared
was once used to describe a worker's joh heing
exported out of the West. Corporate houses wouid
like to develop positive images of the clties they are
associated with.

This is & task that cannot be done without govt
resources. Corporate houses have tried, with varying
degrees of success, (o use public-private partner-
ships to influence how Indian cities come to he seen
globally.

In their search for tangible, and less tangibla,
benefits from govt, corporate houses wonld
prefer political parties that they believe are
strong enough to take the decisions they would
tike. Some of these decisions, iike creating
global infra in a country that is stili not doing
very wail on social indicators, would require
highly centralised govts that would brook little
dissidence. This lends itself to a preference
for govts led by strongmen or similarty
inclined women.
Corporate preference for parties that
promise strong centralised govts is a double-
edged sword. While it works very well for
corparate houses when it is used in their favour,

the danger remains that it can quite easily be
turned against them. An all-powerful govt that
cannot bequestioned would be tempted to intervene
in competition between firms, It may aiso seek to
curtail theautonomyof frms, maybegoingsofarasto
influence how companies carry out their corporate
sociairesponsibility.

The nature of the post-liberalisation sconomy has
thusthrown corporate housesand palitical partiesinto
a traditional Indian marriage where divores is not an
option even when there is considerable pabiL As in
these marriages there s a corperate preference for an
alpha male palitical leadership even if that means
paying out reguiar tranches of dowry whenever an
election comes along.
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: New Delhi: The Election "
. Commission on Thursday di-
: rected the minister of elec-
i tronics and information tech-
- nology (MeitY) to immediate-
i ly stop the delivery of Govt of
. India's‘Viksit Bharat’ messag-
: es to citizens
over What-
sApp. An im-
mediate com-
pliance report
i was  sought
from MeitY.
The commission had re-
ceived several complaints
that ‘*Viksit Bharat' messages
highlighting the govt's initia-
tives were being delivered on
citizens' phones even after
the model code of conduct,
had kicked in with the an®
. nouncement of general elec-
. tiontothe Lok Sabhaand four
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EC asks Centre to stop ‘Viksit Bharat’
messages to citizens over WhatsApp

EC orders another set of transfers across 4 states

New Delhi: The Election Commission on Thursday ordered a
fresh slew of transfers across four states, shifting outatotal 15
district magistrates (DMs), senior superintendents of police
(S5P) and superintendents of police (SPs) who are either not
conferred 1AS or IPS or who happen to be relatives of elected
political representatives. EC said the transfers are in keeping with
its commitment to maintain a level-playing fieldin elections.
Afull commission meeting comprising chief election
commissioner Rajiv Kumar and election commissioners Gyanesh
Kumarand Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, passed directions to transfer
13 non-cadre officers comprising four DMs and eight SSPs/SPs as
wellas one SSP and SP each of who share kinship with elected

political representatives.

stateassemblies on March 16.

In a clarification, MeitY
informed the commission
thatalthough the letters were
sent out to citizens via What-
sApp before the model code
became, applicable, some of
them were possibly delivered
late due to systemic and net-
work limitations. The mess-

age wassenttocitizens by the
“government of India under
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi".

The move to halt the deliv-
ery of Viksit Bharat messag-
es, EC said, is part of a series
of decisions taken by the poll
panel to ensure a level-play-
ingfield.
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Cos gave across the
board, no clear link
to enforcement cases

Pradeep Thakur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Is there a link be-
tween companies donating to
parties inoffice instatesor the
Centre with any enforcement
casesinitiated bythegovtcon

cerned? Well, going by dona-

tions received through electo-
ral bonds by leading political
parties, business houses were
donating across the political
spectrum, irrespective of
cases against them.

For instance, Pawan Mun-
jal's Hero Motocorp pur-
chased 20 bonds of Rs 1 erore
each on Oct 7, 2022 and donat-
ad the entiré sum to BJP The
two-wheeler  manufacturer
has not donated through elec-
toral bonds to any other party
according todisclosures made
by Election Commission.

EDhad conducted searches
against Hero Motocorp's P K

unjal and his company un-
der Prevention of Money
Laundering Act on Aug 1, 2023
at 12locationsin Delhiand Gur-
gaon. The case pertained to
Munjal, his company and his
employees for allegedly smug-
gling Rs 54 crore in foreign cur-
rency out of the country be-
tween 2014 and 2019 which “was
ultimately used for personal
expenses of PK Munjal”.

ED’s investigation is still
in progress although Munjal
has taken a stay from court
onthe predicate offence book-
ed earlier by the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence,
Predicate offence is the
basis for ED to register its
money laundering case.

Top electoral bond donor
Future Gaming and Hotel Se-
rvices of lottery king Santia-

go Martin gave BJP Rs 100 cr-
ore — Rs 50 crore each
through bonds purchased on
Oct 13, 2021, and Jan 10, 2022.

~ But it gave five times more, or

over Rs500croreeach,to TMC
and DMK during this period.
ED for the first time attach-
ed propertiesof Martinandhis
group in Dec 2021 for illegal ga-
insof Rs8900 croreinthe lottery
business run by him in several

‘states. The agency again

searched his premises in May
2023 and attached more assets,
taking the total attachment of
assets to over Rs 450 crore. The

" investigation is inprogress.

Aurobindo Pharma gave
Rs 3 crore through electoral
bonds to BJP on Jan 12, 2022,
andanotherRsl.5croreonJu-
ly 12, 2022, before CBI regis-
tered its case in the alleged
Delhi excise policy scam in
Aug 2022. ED later initiated a
money laundering case and
on Nov 10 arrested its director
Sarath Reddy Aurobindo
Pharma continued donating
to BJP via bonds and gave it
Rs 5 erore on Nov 21, 2022 and
Rs 25 crore on Nov 17, 2023.
Apart from BJP, Aurcbindo
gave Rs 15 crore to BRS of Te-
langanaon Aprili2, 2022,

Real estate major DLF is
another company facing mul-
tiple cases of money launder-
ing. The group, which has
been under the scanner of
central agencies since 2014
for alleged dubious transac-
tions with Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra's husband Robert Va-
dra, donated Rs 170 crore to
BJPbetween Oct2018and Nov
2022. This group, like Hero
Motocorp, has not donated to
any otherparty.
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SC junks stay on EC appointments,

but criticises haste in selection

Top court could draw

from EC proposal to
_streamhne freebies

Says Move

Will Cause

Chaos And
Uncertainties

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday rejected
pleas for stay on appointment
of Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir
S Sandhu and declined (o or-
der fresh selections by a panel
inclusiveot theCJlasit would
amount to iinkering with ex-
isting fromework saying it
was & sure shat recipe for ore-
ating ehiaos and uncertainties
ahead of general elections.
Though a benck of Justic:

the credentials of Kumar and
Saruthu; it wasovertly eritical
of the lightning speed with
which the search commitiee
shortlisted six names on Mar
14 and, hours later. the selec-
tion pansl comprising PM,
nome minister and leader of
largest opposition party in
Lok Sabha by two to one ma-
jority picked the twoas ECs.

“We are not on the creden-
tials of those selectad. But we
are(commenting) on the proc-

carried out. The government

knew the matter was sub-judi-

ce. It couid have deferred the

selection for some time,” the
bench said. 1t said the search
conusittes, which shortlisted
six out of around 200 names,
could have compieted the task
10 days before the selection

conmnitiee met
“Why onily six names were
shortlisted? '-th under the
f isto

time to consider their creden-
tials. The process could have
‘beer; mare transparent,” Jus-
tiedDatte said.

Except for these critical
observations, the bench was
fully with solicitor general
Tushar Mehta that any inter-
ference by the court at this
iuncturewsuldbeunwarrant
ed. The bench said for the last
74 years, “ECs haye been ap-
pointed by the government
alone and we have had excel-
lent ECs and free and fair elec
tigns. Once Parliament enact-
ed Lhe law and provided the

providea pa.ne] of five names
foreach vacancy in EC post, it
should have given 10names for
two vacant posts. When the
ieader of the opposition party
iz seeking more time. you cati-
not say that all members of
the selection committee got
the pames simultaneously
Evenif all the 200 names were
given earlior, it-would taie

and composition
of the Selection Commitiee,
can we direct Pardiament to
change the composition to in-
clude CJl in i1? The 8C cannot
insistontheCJl’s inclusion in
the selection panel.”

1t said it will examine the
validity of the ‘CEC & other
ECs (Appointment, Condi-
tionanf Service and Termsof
Office) Act’ later,

M!Ihlmu

New Delhi: The Supreme
Cowrt, which will soon hear
abateh of petitionsopposing
irrational freelies by politi-
cal parties, may take a closer
iook at Election Com-

mission’s proposal re- L

quiring parties (v pro-
vide data on how they
plan to fulfil their spe- 8
ciffe pledges, estimai- f
ed number of Benefici- §
artes, likely sxpendi.
tare and total financial bur-
den and the means to
gemerate the amount re
qlﬁr@dinf\dnllhepr'mbes

The apex court, during
the pasthearings ena clhutch
of Pils inciuding the lead
ane by Ashwini Upadhyay,
had stressed that it cannot
stop political parties from
mpouncing  welfare mea-
sures for citizens but agreed
o distinguish them from ir-
rational freebles like loan

waivers, free TVs, among
others, which strain thehud-
getsol states, many of them
facing financial constraints,
Chief Election Com
sioner Rajiv Kumar, usi
his experience as former E
nancesecretaryandstinsin
RBI and Finance
Commission, has de-
vised wo dafe-hun-
gy rtu-ms whi.ch EC

the fréebles an
nouncad ahead of polls. Ma-
jor parties like Congress
AAP and CPM have apposed
any fetter on their decision
10aNNOUICE SODS.

A party would dlso have

each. of

to put in writing the esti
ed amount required for
plemanting  its
promises and sp
measures, incly
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. Bengaluru: A day after the
: Election Commission directed
: Karnataka’schief electoral offi-
¢ cer to ensure “immediate and

% action against
M Union minister
Shobha Ka-
§ randlaje on a
| complaint re-
ceived from
DMK on herremarkson Tamils,
an FIR was filed against her at
Cottonpet police station here,
The district election officer
of Bengaluru announced on X
that the FIR was lodged against
; Karandlaje under sections 123
Y (3A),125,and 123(3) of Represen-
tation of the People Act, 1951. :
Promoting enmity or hatred be- :
tween different classes on :
grounds of religion, race, caste, :
community, or language is a :
punishable offence under these :
acts. Four cases against Karan- :
dlaje were filed by Madurai po- :
lice, too, under various IPC sec-
tions. On Wednesday, theminis- :
ter-had apologised for hurting :
Tamils by her remark about the
Bengaluru blast. :

...............................................
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LS polls: Summer holidays to begin early

Chennai: Summer holidays for students of Classes 1 to IX will start early in Tamil Nadudueto
the Lok Sabhaelections on April19. As per a circular issued by the Directorates of School Edu-
cationand Elementary Education, the holidays will begin on April 13.
“Duetotheelections, all govt, govt-aided and private schools in Tamil Nadu should conduct
cams for ClassesTtoIX from April2to12. Teachers shouldattend election frainingforthe :
pﬁﬁs "thecircularsaid. :
Itasked the teachers tocarry out evaluation of answer scripts, release of resultsand admis-
sion to nextacademic yearfrom April 23to 26. :
It announced that the last working day of the academic year would be April 26. “The school
reopening date will be declared later;” the circular said. :
Schools have prepared for early exams and completed the portions. “Wehave completed the !
portionsanticipatingelections. Revision examsare goingonforstudents studyingfrom Class] :

toIX,” said M Sathish Kumar, principal, Vana Vani Matriculation Higher Secondary Schoolon
the IIT-M campus N ¥ \ :

X
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First EVM
randomisation

X

trial held |

‘v y

S

POLL PREP: District Election Offic

er J Radhakrishnan with various

palitical party heads to hold randomised trials

.+ Times News NETWORK -

Chennai: Greater . Chennai

Corporationon Thursday held
the first EVM randomisation
trial at Ripon Buildings in the
presenceof representativesof
various political parties.

In a computerised process,
EVM serial numbers are jugg-
led and allotted to several cons-
tituencies in a random man-
ner: This way, nobody knows
which EVM goes to which
constituency Thecity has3,726
polling beoths and EVMs will
be allotted through a second
randomisation trial which
will be held by the returning
officer Representatives from
DME, ATADMK and BJP par-
ticipated in the randomisation
event.

After the event, GCC com-
missioneranddistrict election
officer DrJ Radhakrishnanas-
ked all the poll duty officials to
participate in the polling offi-
cer training program to be
. held at9amon Sunday.

Also, the corporation on
Thursdayalsoreleasedalistof
elsgtion expenditure obser-
vers and liaison officers for
three partiamentary constitu-
encies in city The GCC relea-
sed helpline numbers 1950,
1800-425-7012, 044-2533 3001, 2533
3003, 2533, 3004, 2553 3005, 2533
3006. Residents can alsouse the
¢Vigil app toraise complaints.

Pwo candidates filed nomi-

72 lakh seized

during vehicle
checks

Chennai: Election flying squad
personnel on vehicle check
duty seized atotal of about
#2.18lakhincashinthree
separate incidentson
Wednesday.

Inthe first incident near
Poonamallee, the squad seized
86,000 in cash, whereas police
and flying squad team (FST)
seized another 7.3 lakh from
an SUV at KK Nagar, The third
was a seizure of 37,000 incash
fromascooter at Choolai on
Wednesday.

The team intercepted a
mini truckand checked the
documents for cash and found
them to have not possessed
any documents. The squad
found 198 bundles of beedis
and 286,000 in cash. n

nations to contest in the parlia-
mentary constituencies on
Thursday Sekar of Thakkam
Katchi and S Kandasamy, an
independent candidate, filed
their nominations to contest
from South and Central consti-
tuencies respectively

As candidates of major
parties have been announced,
more nominations are set o
happen from Friday



Titaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP on Thursday
reacted to the disclosure of the
identity of its donors through
bonds, by reiterating that the
donations it received was in
proportion to its strength in
Parliament but it is surprising
that Congress, which hasmere-
Iy 9% of MPs in Parliament, got
over T4l crore.

“There are 303 BJP MPs in
the Lok Sabha, which constitu-
te55% of therotalstrength. Out
of these, 48 MPs belong to the
Congress, meaning 2% are
from the Congress. Thereare 24
MPs from the DMK and 2from
the TMC. The public willbesur-
prised to know that the BJP re-
ceived around 6,000 crore in
bonds. TMC received nearly
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Donations we got proportional
o our Parliament strength: BIP

Asks How Cong Wrth Just 9% Of MPs Managed To Get 31, 400Cr

DONORS IDENTITY NOT
DISCLOSED: Ints statement of
accounts to the Election Commis-
sion, BIP had only mentioned the
total contribution it had received

71,400 crore rupees, and Con-
gress veceived more than 1,400
crore rupees. This raises the
question of how a party with
only 9% MPs received 71400
crore worth of bonds,” said
BJP spokesperson Sambit Pa-
iraatapress conference.

In its statement of accounts
to the Election Commission,
BJP had mentioned the total
contribution it had received,
but did not disclose the identity
of thedonors.

Patra maintained that
Union home minister Amit
Shah had recentlyasserted that
the primary objective of electo-
ral bonds was to eurb black
money in election expendi-
tuires and improve electoral re-
forms. “During the discussion
in Parilament, the Congress
party supported electoral
bonds, However, today, in the
face of their defeat, the Con-
gress party is blaming these ve-
ry electoral bonds and the Elec-
tion Commission,” Patrasaid.

A day before details of the
electaral bonds were disclosed

* by EC, Shah'debunked the ac-
“cusation that BJP used EDand
ITdepartment tocompel corpo- :
vates to contribute to poll funds
through EBs, saying that %% :
of the poll contributions came :
after the declaration of poll :
dates. 1
- “In20M9, we gotasizablepro-
portionof funds inbonds when
the Model Codeof Conductwas -
inplaceand no new schemesor :
policies could be announced,
We got more than 90% of funds
in bonds after the MCC wasim-
posed. So the argument that it :
wasaffecting the government’s
policiesisfalse,” thehomemin-
ister said, Shah has consistent- ©
Iy defended the EBs , although
with the caveat that he respect-
ed the SC verdict declaring
them unconstitational.
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Megha money: Same group
top EB donor to BJP & Cong
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. 9 Entities Gave
Over z100cr To
BJP, 2 To Cong

Times News Networs

5 he Election Commis-
£ l sion on Thursday re-
leased data that cleared
i the air on who funded which
¢ party for 712,146 crore worth
¢ of alectoral bonds, or about
I 74% of the total issued, based
¢ oninformation provided to it
i by SBI following a Supremse
i Courtorder
: The data showed that the
: biggest donors to BJP, which
i gotabout half of theamounts
i raised through EBs, were
i Hyderabad-based Megha En-
: gineering & Infrastructire
. i Ltd{z584 crore), Qwik Supply
; Chain Pvt Ltd" (237501},
! mining and metals giant Ve
» EDIT PAGE, Electoral or
marital, a bond is a bond

i dantaLtd(Rs28Ccr)and Bhar
it Airtel (¥183cr). For Con-
;  gress, the premier opposition
: party, the biggest chunks
i camefrom Western UP Power
Transmission Co (¥110¢cr) and
+  Vedanta (T104cr).

i While nine separate enti-
¢ tles contributed move than
i 7100 cr to BJP and anaother 1L
i gave between I30cr and
i 7100cr, Congress had just two
: firms that donated over
i 2100cr apd another four inthe
i 50-100ct range. Trinamool,
i the third largest recipient of
i EB funds, had loftery major
i Future Gaming and Hotel
i Services PvtLtdasits biggest
; benefactor (¥542cr) and Hal:
i dia Energy of the RPG San-
i jeevGuenkagroupasthenext
biggestwith t28ler.

i The biggest donor, Future
{ Gaming and Hofel Seryiees

————————————————————————
TOP DONORS TO MAJOR PARTIES...

(22); Others (736.5)

BIP megha ngg (R584 crore); Quik Supply
(375); Vedanta (230); BHarti Airtel (183);
Madanlal (175.5); Keventer Foodpark (144.5);

DLF Commercial (130); Birla Carbon (105); Future
Gaming {100); Haldla Energy (81); Others (3486.1)

CoNg vedanta (125); MKJ Enterprises+ (120);
Western UP Power Transco (110); Yashoda
Hospital (64); Avees Trading (53); Future
Gaming (50.0); Sasmal Infra (39); Ritiwik
Projects (30); SEPC Power (30); Siddhi Trading

TMC ruture Gaming (542); Haldia Energy (281);
Dhariwal Infra (30); MKJ Enterprises (45.9); Avees
Trading (45.5); IFB Agro (42); Chennai Green
Woods (40); PCBL (40); Prarambh Securities
(38.8); Crescent Power (33); Others (394.1)

i BID essel Mining (174.5); Jindal Steel & Power

| (100); Utkal Alumina (70); Rungta Sons (50); SN
| Mohanty (45); Rashmi Cement (45); Vedanta
(40); Penguin Trading (30.5); Jindal Stainless (30); |
Rashmi Metaliks (27); Others (163.5) !

BRS 1egha Engg (195); Yashoda Hospital (94);

. Chennal Green Woods (50); Dr Reddy’s Labs (32);
| Hetero Drugs (30); IRB MP Expressway (25); i
| Honour Lab (25); NSL SEZ (Hyd) (24.5% ;
L7 Hitech (22); Others (693.7) {

DMK ruture Gaming (503);
Megha Engg (85); Others (44)

YSRCP ruture Gaming (154); Megha Engg
{37); Ramco Cements (24); Ostro Jalsalmer (17);
Ostro Madhya Wind (17); Sneha Kinetic Power
Projects (10); Others {69.8)

«AND HOW THEY DISTRIBUTED THEIR FUNDS an=co

tionof itslargessetoregional
parties  like  Trinamool
(¥542¢cr). DMK (2503cr) and
YSRCP (T154cr), but also gave
BJP 700cr and Congress
t50cr The second biggest do-

gave BJP 2384cr, followed by
BRS (z195cr) and DMK
{zB5er).

Qwik Supply wasthethird
biggest donor and has been
linked to Reliance withoneof

Future Gaming 1365 |, Megha Group 1136 Sanjiv Goenla |
IMC o . 58Ef Group 56 |
DMK _smi BRS T™MC =
YSRCP I8¢ ap |
BP___ 1o Cong 15 |
s Others Bl |
Only a/c details, KYC EBs proportionate L N Mittal among top
~not made public: SBI  to Parl strength: BJP  individual donors
(%Htold&um(:curtﬂzatit 1JPreiterated thatthe _or BIP, LN Mittal, executive
I hasgiven EC all details of 7 donations ithad received chairman of ArcelorMittal,
electoral bonds, the via electoral bonds was emerged as the top individual
unigue numbers thathelplinkthe  proportionate tots strengthin donor through electoral bonds,
donor and recipient pofitical Parliament, while Congress followed by Laxmidas Vallabhdas
party,inacompliance affidavit had receiveda hugely Merchant, according tothe EB
filed ahead of the Thursday 5pm disproportionate sum. Inits details submitted by SBI to the
deadline, 5Bl chairmansaidonly  statementofaccounts toEC, Election Commission. Mittal gave
completebankaccountnumbers  BJP had mentioned the total 35 crore in his personal capacity
of parties and KYC details of both  contributionit received, but tothe party while Merchant, whe
sideshavenotbeenmadepublic  did notdisclosetheidentityof  isiinked toReliance Group,
for security reasans. the donors. P16 bought EBs worth 25 crore.
Pyt Lid gave the biggest por- nor, Megha Engineering,  itsdirectors identifying him-

self as head of accounts{con-
solidation) at RIL and anoth-
er holding directorships in a
number of group companies

» Triggers charges, P 14

Revelations trigger chargés and counter

FFromP1

eliance, -however, - has

stated that Qwik isnota
ubsidiary - The - firm
gave 375 crore of - its total do-
nation of 0 crore to BJP-
with the rest going to Shiv
Sena (25 crore) and. NCP
{710 crore).

The revelations have pre-
dictably. triggered charges
and counter charges by par-
ties in the NDA and oppoeition
ailiance. and. with elections

looming large these are only
likely to escalate in the days
and weeks to come.

The data for which denor

period. 6l April 1L 2019 and
for bonds that were encashed
subseguently but had been
bought before Apr 12, 2019,

and recipient «could be All iold, details that enable
?éfﬁﬁs ;z::: matching of

: s d d e
had  been ELECTORAL BONDS cipien:  are
bought on or

after April 12, 2015, The SC had
ordered SBI to put out donor
and reciplent defails only
for the period starting from
this date. Thus no matching
details are available for the

thus not avail

able for bonds worth 4,315

crove ar 26% of a toml of
216 479 ¢erore encashed.

In the case of BJE for in

stance, It redeemed bonds

worth 6,060 crore from April

charges by parties in NDA, oppn alliance

12, 2015 to Jan 24, 2024. Howev-
er, matching details of donors
were available only for bonds
worth 25,594 crore received by
the party, the remaining %65
crore being from bons issued
prior to that date.

Similarly for theCongress,
of the 71,422 crore it encashed

e April 1Z, 2019, matching
A le for
he rest of

2




Construction,
Infra, Realty
Cos Dominate

T s News Nerwoss

New Delhi: Hyderabad.
baserd construction and in-
{frasiructure company
Megha Epginesring and In-
frastructures Lidemergedas
thetopdonor to BIP followed
by Qwik Supply Chain Pri-
vate Limitedand miningand
metals group Vedanta Lid,

Megha Engineering and
{nfrastructures Limited do-
nated electoral bonds worth
Rs 584 crove while its group
company Western UP Power
Transmission Company Ltd
chipped in with Rs 80 crore,
taking the total from the
graupta Rsesd crore.

Qwik Supply Chain Pri-
vate Lid gave Rs 375 crore to
the party The little known
Mumbai-based fivm which,
with contributions totlailing
R 410 crove has emerged as
thethind Jargest bayer of elec
toral bonds, appears o be
linked to Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL}, Howsver, RIL
hasdenled any connection.

Among the tiee directors
of Gwik Supply Chain, Tapas
Mitra holdsdirectorships in26

ofber Gompanies; while Vipl
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Megha-league: Hyd group is top BJP
- donor with 664cr, Qwik Supply next

ed bonds worth Rs 183 crore,
Mehta is associated witheight  while Kolkata-headquartered
additional entities, Mitra’s di-  MadanLal Ludgave Rs175.5¢r
rectorships inciude pariner-  ore and another group firm
ship firms like Reliance Eros ~ Keventer Food Park Infra Ld
Production: LLPandcorpore-  donated bonds warth Rs 1445
tions such as Jamnagar Kan-  crosw, takingthetotal from the
dla Pipeline C Private  twooo o RsA20 crore.
Limited, which shares an ad- Real ostate and construc:
dress with severul other Re-  ton firm DLF Commervial
liance entities in Developers Lid gave Rs 130 or-
Mitra, who gdentiﬂahrmseif are, emerging as one of the
as the head of accoumtsat RIL - top danors to the party, while
on . LinkedIn, oversees o “Lottery King' Santiago Mar-
cotmnts al comaercial oper-  tin's Future Gaming and He-
ations across varfous compa: el ServicesPrivate Liddonat-
nies within the group. ed honds worth Rs 100 crove.

Dethi-based telecom com-
pany Bharti Airtel Ltd donat

The iotal amount BIP re-
ceived  from: the electoral

bendsaccordingto thedetails
submitted by Stars Bank of
India w1he Bieciion Commis-
slon totailed Rs 5,584.3 crove.
Infing Finance Private Ltd. a
company associated with the
promoters of Kotak Mahin
dra Bank, paid Rs 60 crore
through electoral bepds. RP
Sanjiv Goenka Groupand Ad-
itya Birla Group alsc donated
significant amounts.

The list of bond denors
was dominated by infrastroe-
ture, construction. real estate
and telecom, pharmacewti
cals and finance companiss.
Individuals also contributed
smalleramountsto the party.

MeghaEngineering | 5640
Qwik Supply Chain | 3150
vedana L%l
BhartiAirtd | 1830
Infra, mining firms
top donors to BIP,
and others too

§ " JP may bethetop
bemﬁchryowecml
bondfundingfrom
infrastructure and mining
companies, but the sector
ensured donations across party
lines as several decisions
affecting these sectorsare
takenbystates. Siventhe
spread of projects across
states, regionai parties seemto
have beenmajorrecipientston.
Hyderabad-based Megha
Engineering Ltd helped seven
parties, fed by 8JP, which enca-
shed bonds of Rs ST9¢r, follow-
ed by BRS (Rs 195¢r), DMK (Rs
85¢r), YSRCP(Rs 37cr), TDP(Rs
28cr), Congress (Rs 18¢r), and
JDS(Rs 5cr). Interestingly, Con-
gress emergesabigger bene-
ficiary once Megha's related
entity, Western UP Power Tran-
smission Co, isadded, having
gotdonations of Rs Lcr. mexy




Tines News Nerwonrk

% Jho bought electoral
\_\, bonds for whom —
- that is the question.
But answers are available on-
ly for EBs purchased after
April 12, 2019, although GOL
notified the EBschemeon Jan
2,2018, and thefirst trancheof
EBs weresold between March
1and March 10,2018,
Why? Because SC said so
— hut there’s a twist. The 5
judgeconstitution benchheld
that since its first interim or-
der on ADR’s petition was
passed on April 19, 2018, full
disclosure should be mandat-
ed for bonds purchased after
that date. The court said:
“Changing the cutoff date,
after the pronouncement of

the judgment, would be akin
to reviewing our own deci-
sion, which we will not do in
these proceedings.” :

. However, data for EB do-
nors and amounts are availa-
ble for the period starting

Explains
April 12, 2019. 8o, SC's April

18, 2019 cut-off is now moot.
Between March 1, 2018 and

April 1, 2018, Rs 3,69L.9cr .

worthof EBsweredonatedto
variousparties, Thisis22.4%
of the totalof Rs16479%¢cr.
Another Rs 623.2cr worth
of bonds were encashed by
parties after April 12, 2019, but
purchased by donors prior to
that date. Hence, there are no
donor details available for th-

PHE TIMES OF INDIA
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‘No donor-to-party data for 26% of EB-amount

After SC set a cutoff date from its first interim order,
full matching information has been made available
from April 12, 209, Scheme started March 1 2018

NO FINGERPRINTS

ese too, Thus, for a total of Rs
4,315.1¢cr of bonds, donor and
recipient cannot be matched.
That is 262% of the total. So,

. we have na Info on who gave

how much towhom for alittle
aver a quarter of the value of
EBs. That a few parties like
DMK have disclosed a full list
of donarsdoesn’thelpinshed:
ding much light — all of
DMK’s EBs, for example, were
boughtafter April 11, 2019,

Launch OfEBs
EBs had a life of only 15 days
during which they could be
used for making donation on-
Iy to parties registered under
Section 29A of Representati-
onof the Peaples Act, 1961, and
which secured not less than
1% of votes polled in the last
generul election to Lok Sabha
oralegisiative assembly,
Thebonds were available
for purchase for a period of

10 days each in Jan, April,
July and Oct, and as speci-
fied hy govt. An additionai
period of 30 days could be
specified by the Centre ina
year general elections{LSor
assembiv) were held.

EBswereabearerinstru-
ment in the nature of a
promissory note and an
interest-free  banking in-
strument. A citizen of India
or a body incorperated in
the country was eligible to
purchasethe bond,

The bonds were issued
and could be purchased for
any value, in multiplesof Rs
1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 11akh. Rs
10 lakh and Rs ler from the
specified branchesof SBL

A purchaser was allowed
to buy only after fulfilling
the prevailing KYC (know
your customer) norms and
by making payment from a
bank account, [t did not car-
ry the name of the payee.




'HE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

2 2 MAR 7076

BJP funds came
via Qwik, Future
& big corporates

Bond list with alphanumeric numbers released

|ONS
From Future Gaming,
TMC got 7540 cr; DMK £509

cr: YSR Cong T154 cr; BIP
104 ¢r; Cong 50 ¢r

From Quik Supply, B1P got

2«

BIG DA

07, SenasNCF 501

Keventer gave bonds
worth #3383 cr to BIP

Vedanta gave donations
1o BIP. Cong, BID and TM(

- Bhart] Airtel dopated to
BIP, RIO, SAD, Cong. ID(U)

Muthoot donated to
BlPandNCP

Bajaj group donations
went ta BIP. AAP

Apollo Tyres bonds
went to Cong

Lakshmi Niwas Mittal
donated 1p'BiP

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw
donated to BIP, TMC, Lang

Rungta Sons Pyt Ltd
donated ta Cong, BiP, TMC,
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha

Torrent pharma donated
to BIP. AAP. (ong

Natco Pharma
gave honds to BIP, TOP,
TMC and BRS

EXPRESSRRNS JERVICE DOy ..

THE Trinamool Congress (TMC) was the
biggest beneficiary of the electoral bonds
donated by lottery king Santiago Martin’s
Future Gaming & Hotel Services as it re-
ceived ¥540 crore, followed by the DMK at
509 crore, YSR Congress 2154 crore, the BJP
7104 crore, and Congress at T30 crore, initial
analysis of the full data uploaded by the
Election Commission indicated. At 71,368
crore, Martin was the largest donor of elec-
toral bonds to political parties.

Qwik Supply Chain Private Limited,
which is considered to have links with the
Reliance Group, donated %395 crore to the
BJP, besides contributing %35 crore to the
Shiv Sena and the NCP put together.

Hyvderabad-based Megha Engineering and
Infrastructure Ltd and its subsidiary West-
ern Power donated a whopping ¥664 crore to
the BJE Besides, the group gave 7195 crore
to the BRS, ¥128 crore to the Congress and
285 crore to the DME.

The Megha group spent 21,186 crore on
electoral bonds. making it the second high-
est donor to political parties.

The next big donation to the BJP came
from Kolkata-based Keventer Food Park In-
fra and its associate firms Madanlal Ltd and
MEKJ Enterprise, at 383 crore.

Bharti Airtel with 132 crore and Vedanta
at ¥128 crore were the other corporates that
donated liberally to the ruling party.

The new data includes alphanumeric num-
bers that can help match the bond buyers
with the parties that redeemed the bonds.

The ECI released two sets of data — 532
pages of details of redemption hy political
parties and 386 pages of donor details — cov-
er electoral bonds purchased and redeemed
from April 2019 until January 2024. “In com-
pliance with the Supreme Court’s directions,
SBI has provided data pertaining to electoral
bonds to ECI today i.e. March 21. The ECI has
uploaded it on its website as received from
SBI on an ‘as is where is basis’,” it said.
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Latest SBI data sheds more

light on poll bond donors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai
THE additional details from the
State Bank of India on electoral
bonds for the period April 12, 2019
to February 15, 2024, released by
the Election Commission of India
on Thursday, threw more light on
who donated to which parties.

In the case of Tamil Nadu, Al-
ADMK and DMK were the only
parties that encashed electoral
bonds in this period.

The latest data did not show who
donated the ¥6.05 crere worth
bonds encashed by the AITADMK as
these bonds were likely to have
been bought ahead of the cut off
period. Barring 7 crore that could
not be traced, the data showed who
donated the remaining ¥632 crore
encashed by the DMK in this
period.

- Whopaid | Amount
L e = T
Future Gaming And Hotel Services| 503
Pvt Ltd
Megha Engineering & 85
Infrastructures Ltd e

Westwell Gases Private Ltd B
Askus Logistics Pvt Ltd =7
Fertileland Foods Private Ltd st il
The India Cements Ltd &
Herald Beverages Private Ltd h
South Asia Fm Ltd 3.5
Kal Radio Ltd 3 3.5
Thriveni Earth Movers Pyt Ltd e
Sun Distribution Services PvtLtd | 3
Modern Road Makers Pyt Ltd =
Sandeep Auta Lines 1
Unknown j e
brand Total 639




Survey says first-time voters prefer candidates who are ready to address climate issues

SV KRISHHA CHALTANYA & Cornat

CLIMATE chango is emenging
as a pivolal factor shaping te
preferanees of Nirst-tine votars
tn Tamil Nadu ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls, sceording o g
recent survey
°  Thesurvey titled Perception

Education in India’, conducied
by Asar Secial Impact Advi-
sors, Climate Educators Net:
work and CMSR Consullants,

FHE NEW
2 2 MR ?ﬁ?&‘

ravenled that over half of the
surveved first-fime voters in
Tamil Nadu dentifiad the com.
mitment of political condidineg
and parties w address elimate
change as a significant deter:
minant of their voling deci-
stons. This may signify a shint
in voter pricrities towards an-
vironmental coticerns, indicat-
o

1809 licpants
| MEPEESEMTATIVE BAEE

Young prute«lnrssr“ inrreas-

tween 1‘&22 w-l.h ﬁfe'mu'rapn

\

J)c fm:| that young pecpls ars

ingly part suchas

the ungnlna profests aguinst
Parandur airport and Coro-
- mandel Internaticual at En-
Asmrrnf thestudy 1604

partisipated
the survey condueted fn
Uhennal and Colmbators and
the stakcholder group com-
prised individuais aged be-

Tamii Nauu <

fcs ir
and incoue lovels (o orisure a
camprehensive range oi
perspectives,

A majority of respondents
expresaed belief in the effec
tiveness of climate education
&3 & means for the gevernment
o adriress envivonmental chal-
knges. Sundarzajan G of Poo-
yuiagin Nanbargal, a Chennai-
based climats advocacy group,
satd: “Thisis throveing ighton

g more awars about
climate ti‘&ﬂllgf and s showing
poiitical parties that youth ars
concerned. Tam#l Nudu politi.
cal parties will have to ap their
gume 3nd respond to this
eatl”

On the other hand, the sur-
ey diso rovealed some signifi-
cantgaps in undersandingand
perception. Many participants
exhibited confusion hetween
envirenmental studies and eli-

mate pducstion.

Failavi Phatik, head of <li-
maie and education, Asar So.
=il Impact Advisors, ssid,
“This mdmn'sfhvt there is ni
colerent .hmkmgun aclimate
rhan
BUZX YDUDR peap!
about whit knowledge and
skills they can and should be
equipped with, for elimate ac
tion and to thrive in their fu
ture impacted by climate
change™
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MCC VIOLATION

3 more schools booked
for engaging students
in PM Modi roadshow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Coimbatore

COIMBATORE city police registered a case against
three private schools on Thursday night for allegedly
bringing students to participate in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's roadshow on March 18.

According to police, Chinmaya Matriculation School,

¢ Chinmaya CBSE School at Vadavalli

and Chinmaya School at'‘RS Puram
made 22 students dress as Hindu deities,
donning saffron cloth strips bearing
party symbols, and recite poems during
the road show. The school education de-
partment and assistant returning of-
ficer P Suresh initiated an inquiry and
sent notices to the three schools. As it was a bhreach of
Model Code of Conduct (MCC), the assistant returning
officer lodged a complaint with Saibaba Colony police
on Wednesday night. Inspector Saravanan held investi-
gation and registered a case against the three schools
under section 75 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act on Thursday night.

Police on Tuesday registered a case against an aided
school functioning at Saibaba Kovil area in connection
with the incident.
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Sutya

booked for poll
code violations

Cases registered against BJP leaders in
Karnataka after plaints from poll officials'.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengalry

UNION Minister Shobha Kara-
ndlaje and Bengaluru South
MP Tejasvi Surya have been
booked for hate speech. Cases
have been registered against
these BJP leaders by Cottonpet
and Halasuru Gate police, re-
spectively, following
complaints from elec-
tion officials.

DMK leaders had
sought action against
Karandlaje for alleg-
ing that a person from
Tamil Nadu is behind
the bomb blast in Ben-
galuru on March 1.
However,.Karandlaje,
who is contesting as a
BJP candidate from
Bengaluru North Lok
Sabha constituency,
retracted her state-
ment and apologised
for the same. On
Wednesday, the Elec-
tion Commission di-
rected the Chief Elec-
toral Officer of Karnataka to
act oh the DMK leaders’ com-
plaint against Karandlaje. In
their complaint, the DMK lead-
ers accused the union minister
of vielating the Mode! Code of
Conduet by making such a
statement.

On Thursday, Cottonpet po-
lice booked her under Sections

Shobha Karantflaie

Tejasvi Surya

123 (3A), 123 (3), and 125 - which
deal with promoting enmity be-
tween classes on grounds of re-
ligion, race, caste, and commu-
nity in connection with election
- of the Representation of the
‘People Act. Halasuru Gate po-
lice booked Surya for his re-
marks during the protest
against the assault on a shop-

= keeper for reportedly

; playing ‘Hanuman

chalisa’ during ‘azaan’
at Nagarthpet in the
city on March 17.

The emboldening of
such elements is a di-
rect result of Con-
gress's appeasement
politics. Just a few
days back, people who
shouted “Pakistan
Zindabad” were given
bail. With such politi-
cal backing available
to Jihadis, naturally,
such incidents of
crime against Hindus
have risen in our State.
CM must stop setting
wrong precedents. |
call upon him to update the
State on what action is initiated
against the miscreants in this
case.” The Flying Squad Team
of the EC had complained that
Surya’s statement was aimed at
Muslim community and in-
tended at inciting animosity
between communities. Based
on it, the MP was booked.
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No pvt vehicle with white board for poll work: CEO

B illl!fstluu @Chennal

CHIEF Eléctoral Officer Satya-
‘brata Sahoo en Thursday or-
‘dered district election officers
- that inter-state transportation

of EVMs and VVPATs must be
done only through government
vehicles and private vehicles
bearing white board should
strietlynot be used for any elec-
tion related work,

The directive, dated March
20, was issued by Sahoo after
Transport Commissioner A
‘Shanmuga Sundaram high-

ted oumplaints received by
him aver misuse of private ve-

hicies for election-related actlv
ities in violation of motm' vehl-
cle rules.

According to Sahoo, the Elec-
tion Commission has appointed
15 vendors to engage vehi-
cles across the state for
flving squads, static
surveillance teams,
video surveillance
teams, observers, offic-
ers and intra and inter-
state transportation of
EVMs and VVPATSs. "Govern-
ment vehicles should only be
operated by government driy-
ers, and private vehiclés bear-
ing a " board can be used for

ofﬁcxal works. Own board vehi-
cles (white board) should not be
used for election-related ?asks
he said.
[t may be recalled that dnnng
the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, polling at booth 92

celled and a re-polling
conducted after a poll-
ing staff was found
transporting two EVMs

and a VVPAT machine on a-

two-wheeler after the election
had concluded. Despite inquiry
revealing that these were un-
used EVMs, the staff were sus-
pended for violating rules.

in Velachery was can-

In his directive, Shamnuga
Sundaram said the department
had received multiple com-
plaints alleging misuse of white
board vehicles for election-re-
lated tasks. RTOs have been in-
volved in assisting the vendors
appointed by the EC, under the
supervision of district election
officers, in acquiring vehicles
for election-related tasks.

“RTOs should ensure that
only transport vehicles bearing
a“T" board should be emploved
for any election-related task, as
private vehicles will not be cov-
ered by insurance in the event
of an accident,” Sahoo said.
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dismissed

Thursday
applications seeking a stay
on the appointment of two
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chaos” and “uncertainty"
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“At the stage, we cannot
stay the legislation or suspend
it operation. It would lead to
chaos and uncertainty and we

cannot do it (stay) by way of an -

interim order. There are no al-
legations against the new elec-

tion commmlunm. a hench
of Justices Sanjiv Khanna and
Dipankar Datta told the peti-
tioners' who have challenged
r.he new law.

The petitioners were also
seeking a stay on the appoint-
ment of new alection commis-

g L

sioners, “We are dismissing
the applications for stay on the
appointment,” the bench said.

It noted that earlier aloc-
tion commissioners were ap-
pointed by the executive and
now, they are baing appointed
undsr a law. The top court

sc asls sharp questions, but no bar on new ECs

The Apex court also refused to grant interim stay on operatlon of the Chief Election Commissioner

said ﬂw 2023 verdict of its con-
stitution bench nowhere said
there has to be a member
from the judiciary in the se-
lection panel for appointment
of election commissioners in
the new law.

Itsaid the intent of the 2023

verdict, which proposed a se-
lection panel comprising the
prime minister, the Leader of
Opposition and the Chief Jus-
tice of India, was for a period
till Parfament enacts a law.

The vardict was intended to
nudge Parliament 1o enact
Inw as there was a "vacuum”
and it didn’t say what kind of
law should be made, the bench
said, During the hearing, the
bench questioned the Centre
ovar the procedure adopted
for appointment of two new
EIHCJOR 'Ol!lﬂ'lsﬁilln&" 5.

It said the selection com-
mittée shanid have been giv-
en more time to apply its
mind on the appointment.
“The search committee for ap-
peintnient of Election Com-
missioners should have been
given a fair share of time to
understand the background of
candidates,” the bench said



Provided all d

of bonds to EC: SBI

NEW DELHI: The State Baak of
India told the Supreme Court
on Thursday it has provided
all details of the electoral
bonds in its possession to the
Election Commission.

In a compliance affidavit filed in
the apex court, the SBI chairman
said the complete bank account
numbers and KYC details of the
political parties have not being
made public “as it may compro-
mise the security of the acc
(cyber security).”

“Similarly, KYC detaﬂs of pur-
chasers are also not being made
public for security reasons, apart
from the fact that such inf_orma:
tion is not fed/collated in the sys-"
tem. However, they are not neces:
sary for identifying the political
parties,” the affidavit filed by

hank ch;a-irperson Dinesh Kumar
Khara said. 2
The affidavit said the SBI has
revealed information which will
show the name of the purchaser
of the bond, its denomination and
specific number, the name of the
party that encashed it, the last
four digits of the bank account
number of political parties that
redeemed the bond and the de-
nomination and unique number

of the bond encashed.

“It is respectfully submitted that

~ SBI has now disclosed all details

and that no details (other than
complete account numbers & KYC
details) have been withheld from
disclosure in terms of the direc-
tions oontamed in... the judgment
dated February 15, 2024 read with
order dated March 18, 2024 passed
by this court,” the affidavit said.



mm In the ﬁrst case of
model code violation booked
. against a key political figure
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, the Election commis-
sion on Thursday filed an FIR
against Union Minister and
BJP leader Shobha Karandia-
je over her recent remarks on
the - of Tamil Nadu,
officials heve said. i

The move comes a day after the
EC directed the Karnataka chief
electoral officer (CEO) fo take im-
mediate and appropriate action
on the DMK’s complaint regard-
ing the violation by Karandlaje,
who is BJP's Lok Sabha candi-
date from the Bangalore North
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m

mnsﬂtuency The poll panel also
sought a4 compliance report on
the matter within 48 hours.
DMK, the ruling party in Tamil
. Nadu, had sought action against

EC books |

Kamﬂ]aieﬁ:raﬂegmgthataper

- son from Tamil Nadu was respon-

sible for the IED blast at the
Rameshwaram Cafe in Bengalwru

“on March 1. In its complaint, the

DMK said that the minister's state-
ment generalised the people of Ta-
mil Nadu as ‘extreniists’,

According to the CEO, the Ban-
galore District Election Officer
fited an FIR against Karandlaje
under sections 123 (3A), 125 and
123 (3) of the RP (Representation
of the People ) Act at the Cotton-
pet police station here.

At a profest in Bengaluru on
Tuesday, Karandlaje had said that
people who come from Tamil Nadu
plant bombs here, those from Del-
hi chant ‘Pakistan zindabad.'



Cash seized from cattle traders
returned after protest in Erode

COIMBATORE: After protests by
cattle traders against seizure of
money brought for buying
cattle from Erode market, the
election authorities considered
their genuine plea and
returned!tszzlakhtathem
on Thursday,

For the weekly cattle market at
Karungalpalayam, several traders
from Saimn,Namakkal.ThentMa
durai, Tenkasi, Thoothukudi,

Tirunelveli and as well as from -

Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh

came on Thursday to buy cattle.

However, in view of Model Code
of Conduct, the flying squad who
were involved in checks in Pallipa-
layam and Karungalpalayam areas,
seized over Rs 22 lakh from them.

Even though the traders claimed
that they had come to buy cattle
and couldn’t furnish any receipts
to prove source of money, the offi-
cials refused to heed, citing norms
and asked them to meet senior au-
thorities in Erode Collector’s of-
fice. As traders couldn't get a fa-
vourable response, they resorted to
a sit-in protest at the premises.

Erode Town ‘police arrived to
prevent any untoward incident.

Meanwhile, S Santhakumar,
District Revenue Officer (DRO) of
Erode asked the election wing staff
to return the money to traders. In a
a separate incident, the flying
squad sleuths seized Rs 35 lakh
from one Harish, 24 while he was
bound to Coimbatore in a KSRTC
bus Karnataka, in Erode.
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Mode'l code '\iioiatiOn:
Rs 18 L seized in city

CHENNAIL The flying squads and static
surveillance teams have seized Rs 18
lakh cash in Chennai city so far, ahead
of the Lok Sabha election in Tamil
Nadu, said District Electoral Officer and
Greater Chennai Corporation Commis-
sioner J Radhakrishnan on Thursday.

“Following the announcement of the
election date, the model code of conduct has
come into immediate effect. So far, we have
seized Rs 18 lakh cash by 112 teams, of
which 48 flying squads, 48 static surveil-
lance teams and 16 video monitoring teams
around-the-clock on the field. They have
been working on a shift basis. We have
taken preparatory measures ahead of the
election in the city and intensified the
inspections,” said Radhakrishnan, while
addressing the media at Ripon Building.

The first training session will be
conducted for the officials in charge at the
polling stations on March 24 from 9 am at
16 centi'es across the city. The information
regarding the same has been sent to the
authorities concerned. They should attend
the training sessions until the polling day,
and those who fail to attend appropriate
steps would be taken against them.
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