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39 TAS, 20 IPS officers

deputed as observers

in LS constituencies

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
The Election Commission
has named 39 IAS officers
as general obgervers and 20
1PS officers as police obser-
vers in 39 Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies where elections
are scheduled for April 19,
The IAS officers, who are
general observers are: Abu
fmran (Tiruvallur), Kartikey

Dhanji  Budhdhabhatti

(Chennai North),"Muddada

Ravichandra (Chennai
South), D. Suresh (Chennai
Central), Abhishek Chandra
(Sriperumbudur), Bhupen-
dra §. Chaudhary (Kan-
cheepuram), *Sunil Kumar
(Arakkonam), Rupesh Ku-
mar (Vellore), Kiran Kumari

| na Rajoria (th;rmapuri),

' Mahaveer Prasad Meena

(Tiruvannamalai), Sushant

' Gaurav (Arani), Akhilesh

Kumar Mishra (Villupu-
ram), Ashok Kumar Garg
{Kallakurichi), G.B. Patil (Sa-
lem), Hargunjit Kaur (Na-
makkal), Rajeev Ranjan
Meena (Erde), Himanshu
Gupta ppur), Manjit
Singh Brar (The Nilgiris), Vi-
nod R. Rao (Coimbatore),
Anurag Chaudhary (Polla-
chi), Prabhuling Kavalikatti
(Dindigul), Rahul Ashok
Rekhawar (Karur), Dinesh
Kumar (Tiruchi), Rajendra
Kumar Verma (Peramba-
lur), Tarep Imchen (Cudda-
lore), Bhor Singh Yadav
(Chidambaram), Sandeep

- Kaur (Mayiladuthurai), B.

Bharathi Lakpathi Naik (Na-
pattinam), Y. Kikhet Sema
(Thanjavur), 5. Harish (Siva-

| ganga), Rajesh Kumar Ya-
| dav (Madurai), Gaurangbhai
- H. Makwana (Theni), N.N.

Fkka (Virudhunagar), Pand-

Rajesh Kumar Yadav
_As general observer
for Madurai, and
‘Sonali Ponkshe
Vayangankar for
Tirunelveli

\

.

hari Yadav (Ramanathapu-
ram), Divesh  Sehara
(Thoothukudi), Topeshwar
Verma (Tenkas), Sonali
Ponkshe Vayangankar (Ti-
runelveli), and M.V. Seshagi-
ti Babu (Kanniyakumari).
The police observers for
39 constituencies are: Uday
Bhaskar Billa (Tiruvallur
and Chennai North), Sanjay
Bhatia (Chennai South and
Central), Bharat Reddy
Bommareddy (Sriperumbti-
dur and Kancheepuram),
Satyajit Naik (Arakkonam
and Vellore), Vivek Syiem
(Krishnagiri and Dharma-
puri), Battula Gangadhar
(Tiruvannamalai and Ara-
ni), Dhirendra Singh Guniji-
yal (Villupuram and Kalla-
kurichi), Usha Rada (Salem
and Namakkal), Ram Krish-
ana Swarnkar (Erode and
Tiruppur), Major Kumar
(The Nilgiris and Coimba-
tore), Pratap Gopendra Ya-
dav (Pollachi and Dindigub,
Amit Kumar Vishwakarma
{Karur and Tiruchi), Manish
Agarwal (Perambalur and
Cuddalore), Janmeya P. Kai-
lash (Chidambaram and
Mayiladuthurai), Sharanap-
pa S.D. (Nagapattinam and
Thanjavur), Rohan P. Kanay
(Sivaganga and Madurai), S.
Sreejith (Theni and Virud-
hunagar), Satya Vir Katara
(Ramanathapuram  and
Thoothukudi), Pankaj Nain
(Tenkasi, Tirunelvel), and
Nimbalkar Vaibhav Chan-
drakant (Kanniyakumari).
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CHENNAI

The decision of 0. Pan-

neerselvam, who has float-.

ed the Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhaga Cadres Right
| Retrieval Organisation, to
| contest in Ramanathapu-
| ram Lok Sabha constituen-
¢y as an independent can
be challenged under the
' anti-defection law but this
| does not necessarily lead to
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disqualification, according

1o former officials of Parlia- .

ment and State Assembly
Secretariats

There are two grounds
on which a legistator can be
expelled: when he or she
gives up membership of
the party that sets him or
her as a candidate and
when he or she defies its
whip. Mr. Panneerselvam
was expelled from the par-
ty through a resolution

. L

Q. Pauwam : 97
adopted at 4 meeting of the

AIADMK’s general council
in July 2022, “What
grounds can be cited by the
party for geting him dis-

qualified when it had ex-
pelled him?” P.DT. Achary,
former Secretary General,
Lok Sabha, wonders. As for
defying the party’s whip,
that situation has not ari-
sen in this case, he says.
However, as far as the
anti-defection law is con-
cerned, an expelled mem-
ber remains a member of
the party so long as he or
she is a member of the
House (Parfiament or State

‘Panneerselvam’s move to contest in LS poll from
Ramanathapuram may not lead to disqualification’

legislature), the former Se-
cretary General says. 3

So, for academic pur-
poses, the AIADMK can
move the Speaker with a

. petition for disqualifica-
« tion. But, then “it will be a

funny  situation,” Mr.
Achary observes. Another
former official of the As-
sembly Secretariat says Mr.
Panneerselvam’s decision
to contest as an indepen-
dent will not atract the

provision of the law.

A member of the Pan
neerselvam camp says va-
ricus legal aspects were
discussed, and it was point-
ed out that when the HC
had categorically  res-
trained him from using the
AIADMK’s flag, there was
no basis for the AIADMK
leadership to take action
against him on the use of
‘two leaves' symbol and
the official letterhead.
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GCC appoints election
Mel,ﬂaisonotﬂcer

CHENMNAL, MARCH. 22

The Greater Chermai Corpor-
ation (GCC) has released a list of
election observer and liaison
officers for the three Lok Sabha
constituencies in the city

Abhijit Adhikari and G
Shanmugam have been appoint-
ed as election observer and liai-
son officers respectively for Thi-
ruvottivur, Dr Radhakrishnan
Nagar and Royapuram in
81{1;3@&11 n%ri;h constituency.

1 assembly constipencies -
Perambur, Kolathur and Thiru
Vi Ka Nagar - would be moni-
tored by G. A. Harahanand and
Muthukumarasamy as election
observers and liaison officers.

IRS officers Subodh Singh and
Madhukar Kumar arg in-charge,
of assembly consti es in
the Central Chennai constituen-
ore and Anna Nagar, Harbour,
g”hfzgauk, Triplicane and Thou-

lights.

Rlection cbservers for six seg-
ments in the South Chennai
constituency  that  covers
Virugambakkam, T Nagan
Mylapore, Saidapet, Velachery
and Sholinganaliur are Mukesh
Kumari and Manasi Trivedi
while liaison = officers are
Harinath and Mohana Vadivel.

Thé public can raise com-
plaints related to election viola-
tions through 24-hour toll-free
numbers at Chennai district
election office through 1950,
1800 425 7012, (44-2533 3001, 2533
3003, 2533 3004, 2533 3005, and
2533 3006. Also, grievances can
be registered through the cVigil
app developed by the Election
Commission of India. :

Meanwhile, the GCC on
Friday conducted various

‘awareness campaigns across

the city A voter's pledge was
taken by both students and
tefichers at Annai Velankanni
College for Women in west
Saidapet. The health education
officer; assistant education offi-
cer, NGC coordinaton college
staff, and GCC officials partici-
pated.

AN CHRONICLE
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Walpostrsof prte

CHENNAI, MARCH 22:

Even a week after the model
code of conduct has come into
force, the wall posters of polit-
ical parties on Tambaram fly-
over have not been removed
and the wall writings have not
been whitewashed.

The Election Commission of
India has ordered the removal

of banners and posters of

political parties after it
announced Lok Sabha elec-
tions on March 16. The rev-

menced. -

e -
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 Barricading on Perungalathur bridge

by poll squad creates traffic snarls
~ NRAVIKUMARS People h:ﬁ% . f:“cle’ Maduravoyal or the road

JEBARAJIDC towards  Tambaram.
NAL MARCH22

Aw'°9"°i' Psed! Vehicles are forced

_75‘ ) . .‘w o r - N tc es are‘t é ‘-\.&"‘ $

g of tne  the barricades to -»““*g&s’“‘*‘???‘?n?r“‘?';: |
T pa . IO g S ve opposed the |
ay, | elec o Wk shide e 0 Ykt

101 ad, to form atem- distribution to Vo - yehicle Land
porary _check-post at The officials have want the barricadestobe |
Perungalathur bridge, an parricaded nearly half of removed. Motorists want
entry point to Chennai, is the road at the vehicles checking on the
causing heavy traffic con- junction and the roadside, instead of bar-
gestion during peak Maduravoyal bypass ricading the key road.
hours. The election road. The highways depart-
squads are checking vehi-  The junction is already ment officials said no

cles at various places to
find gift articles, cash
and jewels, meant for

narrow and a large num-
ber of vehicles enter the
bypass road to

«

permission was sought
from the election satad
to place barricades.
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Arun Nehru, DMK candidate for the Perambalur Lok Sabha, files his nomination
before the Perambalur Collector and polling officer for the Perambalur K.Karpagam
at Perambalur collector office on Friday. . —=DC
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GCC students raise
voting awareness;
pvt schools left out

Omjasvin.MD
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Annual ex-
ams are sef to begin,

but Greater Chennai .

Corporation (GCC)
has ‘picked’ about 500
school students to go
around  spreading
voter awareness in
the hotsun,

With GCC using ©

corporation  school
students for road ral-
lies, on-campus pro-
grammes, skits and
events in front of
houses and on lanes
to spread voter
awareness, parents
question the wisdom
of such a campaign
with annual exams
set to begin on Aprils
2, “Using students a
week before exams
will cause them
stress. Officials can
resort to onliné mea-
sures or hire volun-
teers for door-to-door
campaigns,” said a
parent from Kodam-
bakkam.

Another said it
was sad to see stu-
dents walking in the
hotsun. *Suchaware-
ness campaigns are
not imposed on pri-
vate schools by elec-
tion commission or
corporation author-
ities. Why are only
corporation school
students forced to at-
tend such events,” he
asked, :

GCC commission-
er Dr T'Radhakrish-
nan said the events

TOI

Sononl e i

jol students during
the campaign

were within Election

Commission of India
(ECT) rules. Educa-

tion officer Vasanthi

said the campaigns
Wwere part of ECI
mandated Electoral
Literacy Club (ELC).
“We did not involve
Class X, XI and XII
students. We only

‘used Class IX stu-

dents who have ex-
ams in April. They
were involved as per
EClI  recommenda-
tions in SWEEP (Sys-
tematic Voters' Edu-
cation and Electoral
Participation)
manual.”

A Devaneyvan, a
child rights activist,
said adult voting re.
quired adults to cre-
ate awareness on vot-
ing. “They [corpora-
tion officials] should
use adults for all of
that. Children have
annual examin-
ations and this is a
misuse of govt and
GCC school chil
dren,” he said.




T 'v‘-v‘;,

: T
. o i = |
i L ENEEDS

OF INDIA

2 3MAR 2004

Cong cash transactions:
%520cr may've escaped
assessment, says I-T' dept

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi high
courthastakennoticeof the
income tax department’s
‘satisfaction note’ listing
out information on several
cash transactions by Kak-
kar-Miglani group during
the 2018 assembly elections

in Madhya Pradesh and

the 2019 general elections,
including by the state PWD,
as well as payments by
Megha Engineering and iis
arms of electoral bonds-
fame while refusing to stop
the reassessment proceed-
ingsagainst Congress.

While deciding three of
theseven writ petitionsfiled
by Congress on Friday, Jus-
tices Yashwant Varma and
Purushaindra Kumar Kau-
rav factored in the tax de-
partment’s contention that
over 520 crore may have es-
caped assessment.

The opposition party
had filed seven writ peti-

CONG INCOME
LENS

2013-14
2014-15
2015-16

20617
2017-18
201819

2019-20

1ti.ons against the tax de
partment, which is seeking
to conclude the ongoing
reassessment for seven fi-
.nancial years — 2013-14 to
2020-21 — by March 31, an ex-
ercise which can result in
the I'T demand on the as-
sessebeingraised if evasion
is established. The highest
amount of around %349
crorerelates to the financial
year 2019-20.

Full reporton www:tol.in
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Can_t force people to vote, says Madras HC |

L “While every citi-

n has a duty to vote during
e'leeﬁms. the court cannot
compel them tocast their votes

‘ on polling day,” Madras high
court hassaid.

The first bench of Chief
Justice Sanjay Vijaykumar
Gangapurwala and Justice D
Bharatha Chakravarthy made

PP APP R B e e O e P T LTS

; -the observations while refus-

ingto direct Union govt and

'ECI to make it mandatory

foremployees toshow proof
of voting to avail them-
selves of paid holiday on
pollingday. “Thisisafanciful
issue and there is no law that
enables the court to pass such
anorder,” thebench added.

In his petition, B Ramku-
mar Adityvan said grant of
paid heliday on poll day is nec-

essary for exercising right to
vofe. Right of employees to be
granted paid holiday on elec:
tion day is provided under sec:
tion 1358 of Representation of
Pecple Act. "Any fransgres-
sion committed by employeys
with regard to election and
grantof paid holidayissubject

to penalty under the Act. At

the same time there is no
mechanism to check whether
the employee exercises their

franchise,” hesaid.

“SC has held that right to
yote is not a fundamental right
but just a statdtory right.
Therefore, to ensure voting,
employees have to show neces-
sary proof for exercising fran-
chise to the establishment 0
avail paid holiday,” he said.

Refusing any relief, the
bench disposed of the plea fil-
ed as a public interest writ pet-

‘@tion.

~—
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Comedy of errors:

Income tax officials
‘caught’ with 6.7L cash

TimES NEWS NETWORK

-4"”‘

Chennai: A team of police and eléction flying
squad officials intercepted a car at Thousand
Lightsand ‘seized’26.71akh in cash. Thetwooc-
cupants of the car turned out to be income tax
officials bringing cash seized from Chennai
airport to their office in Nungambakkam.

Left red-faced, flying squad personnel let
the income tax officials go.

OVERENTHUSIASM

According to police, two 1T department of-
ficials, Narayanaswamy and Akshay Kumar,
were on the way to their office in Nungambak-
kam when their car wa stopped for a routine

- check. As they had 6.7 lakh in cash, the flying

.gvared the money from Chennai ai

“on a tip-off. The two also mmish neceasary
“documents.

squad seized it.
An inquiry revealed that the two had reco-
ort. based

o
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BJP 'BJP has 501% share of

.4

s, 40.2%

of elected reps; DMK 4% & 4.3%

Times News NeTwork

¥ "0 what extent do funds
received through elec-

toral bonds by parties

reflect their electoral per-
formanee? In some cases,
quite well inothers notatall,
an analysis of elections and
bond data shows. Among the
two biggest national parties,
BJP’s share of bonds (50.1%)
was a little more than its
share of elected representa-
tives (46.2%), while Con-
gress got less  (11.8%)
through EBs than what
would correspond to its per-
formance in the last round
of Lok Sabha and assembly
polls(12.7%).

The biggest differences
between the two shares were
for regional parties, in par-
ticular for BRS, TMC and
BJD, allof which had a much
larger share of bond funds
than of elected lawmakers.
BRS had a 0.8% share in law-
makers but an 8.5% share in
bond funds. Trinamool’s
10.4% share in bonds was out
of proportion to its share of
4.9% in lawmakers. Similar-
1y, BJD got 6.2% of the total
maoney raised through bonds
with just2.6% of lawmakers.

What isthis“share of law-
makers” being referred to?
Since bonds are meant not
just to fund Lok Sabha polls

. but also assembly elections,
‘we looked at the combined
performance of each party at
both levels starting with the
2019 LS polls. For this, we con-
verted MLA seats into equiv-
alents of MP seats, For in-
stance, Delhi has seven Lok
Sabha MPs.and 70 MLAs.
Thus, each MLA corresponds
to a tenth of an MP. AAP’s 62
MLAs in the i assembly
would, therefors, franslate in-
to just over six MPs. In Maha-
rashtra, the ratio of MLAs to
MPs ig six, in Nagaland 60, so
those were applied to MLAs
fram those states, We then to-
talled up the MPs and ‘MP
equivalents’ for each party to
calculate its share of total
lawmakers and compared
this with its share of the total
money raised through bonds,

Among the regional par-
ties, DMK and YSRCP despite
being major recipients of
bond funds, have actually got

'WHO GOT HOW MUCH

Total Share

bonds 1 EBS

B 8| 1085 26| 62
) | 28 14.1 355 01
Shiv Sena | 7| a4 28] 14
1Dy 24 2% 220 0d
Left .2 0 2 0

\r - AAR 8, 6 170 04
o NeR | 5] &3 13 o4
RID 13 ns 12| 04

Tl mADMK | 2l st 11 0
BRS 9l 14082 08| 85
Top| &) T 06| 19
IMM 6 135 06] 01

NC 4 05 04 0

) | 4 8.8 03| 0s

SAD rdle 0.2 0

SKM 2 %5 o1l 02

SDF 0 5 0 0

| Jjanasena 0 2 0 0l
MGP* 0 0.6 0 0
GFP*? 0 05 0
Others ®2 0 76 0
Total | 1,081 | 1647860 100 100

*Mah Party; **Goa Forward Party

lessthantheir ‘fait’ shareand
AAPhasgota lot less, as have
Shiv Sena. NCE, RJD and JD
(U). BRS, ta be fair, had a sig-
nificantly higher share of
lawmakers prior to the 2023
assembly polls, but even that
canonly partiatly explain the
yawning gap between its
weight in the electoral polity
and its share in bonds.

At the other end of the
spectrum among those who
got some funds from bonds
is JD(I), which won 16 Lok
Sabha seats and 57 MLA
seats, totalling up to the
equivalent of 24 MPsor2.2%
of lawmakers. But its share

of bonds was a mere 0.1% or
24 crore, a reflection un-
doubtedly of Bihar's poor eco-
nomic standing. The high
strike rate of Andhra Pra-
desh-and Telangana-based re-
gional parties may be the flip
sideof this, reflecting the rela-
tive prosperity of thestate,

There are, of course, a
whole lot of parties that collec-
tively account for 7.6% of law-
makers but have received no
funding through EBs. These in-
clude the Left and BSP, besides
a hostof smaller parties. While
some like the CPM refused to
accept EBs, others may have
not found willing donors.
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- 60-odd firms founded after EB scheme
was announced gave 3250cr to parties

T!MES_NE?JS NETWORK

ver 80 companies that
_§ weresetupafter thean-
nouncement of the

j '_ electoral bond scheme inearly
2017 gave close to 2250 crore to

political parties through the
bonds. OF this, more than 700
croreor over 40% went to BJP,
while BRS was the second

largest recipient with %1

crore or about a fourth of this
maoney. Together BJP and BRS
encashed

‘bonds worth 71622

crore from these firms, which

translates to over 5% of the

donations they made.
Congress was third in the
list encashing bonds worth
232 crove while TDP and Tri
namool were fourth and fifth
each gefting bonds valued at
about 23 crore. Apart from
them, RJD, DMK, Shivsena

LCC DONATED <3L5CR, ALL 10 BJP_

Date of Party
Incorp
BJP-3L.5
INC-15, BRS-15

Amt {er)

RID-9, DMK-T,  «
AITC-6

BiP-15, BID-5

BiP-16
INC-4, BRS-4,
AITC-2.5, AAP-.I
& : BIP-5,BRS5.
mmmmmmmwmm%mnm

and BJD in that order all got
bonds valued at ¥cr or more
from this fledgling firms,

The scheme was first an-

nounced in the 2017:18 Budget
speech, but the first bonds
were issued in March 2018
Prior to 2017, the Companies

Act, 2013 gllowed a company
to donate only up to 7.5% of
itsaverage profitfor the three
previous years. By this yard-
stick, many of these compa-
nies incorporated from 2017
onwards would not havebeen
eligible for political dona-
tions. The govt amended the
law to lift this restrietion on
thecompanies.

With the cap of 7.5% of av-
erage profits for three vears
removed, some companies do-
nated a significant proportion
of their profits or even more
than the profit and even some
that were making losses do-
nated to parties through elec-
toral bonds. The amende-
ments also allowed compa-
niestodonate withinthesame
year of being incorporated,
which would not have been
possible eariier
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2 electoral trusts disbursed
_corp donations via EB route

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Two electoral
trusts — Paribartan Elec-
toral Trust and Prudent
Electoral Trust — dis-
bursed corporate dona-
tionstopolitical partiesvia
electoral bonds route, go-
ing by disclosures made by
the EC till Thursday.

- While Paribartan Elec-
toral Trustdonated atotal T4
crore through bonds be-
tween Apr 2, 2019 and Oct 13,
2023, of which ¥l crore went
to Congress as per the latest
details made public by EC,
Prudent Electoral Trust
gave Z1 crore to RJD in Apr
2019 and 250 lakh to Goa For-
ward Party in Nov 2018, Pru-
dent's donations were de-
clared by the two parties
while furnishing details of
bonds redeemed by them be-
fore mid-2019; these were up-
loaded on the commission’s
website on Mar17, 2024,

While Paribartan re-
ceived its contributions ex-
clusively from the M P Bir-
la Group companies, Pru-
dent’s top denors in 2018
and 2019 included Bharti

Airtel, DLF Group, GMR,
Torrent Group, Ultratech
Cement, amongothers.

As per full details of
bonds purchased and re-
deemed by parties since Apr
2019, Paribartan Electoral
Trust pupchased an electo-
ral bond'worth Rs 1 crore on
Oct 18, 2023 and donated it to
the Congress, which was en-
cashed three days later.

This was not the first
time that Paribartan Elec-
toral Trust had opted for
the circuitous route to dis-
burse corporate donations

_to parties. As per its contri-

hution report for 2019-20,
the trust received %3.02
crore from Birla Corpora-
tion Ltd on Apr2, 2019. With
this, it purchased and do-

nated honds worth ¥3crore.
However, the trust did not
reveal donee party details,
citing the confidentiality
clause in EB scheme. The
recipients remain un-
known since SBI has
shared the unique bond
number only with respect
to bonds sold from April 12,
2019onwards.

Of the total 74.75 crore
disbursed by Paribartan so
far via bonds, 275 lakh do-
nations, which came from
Birla Corporation Ltd and
RCCPL Pvt Ltd, were dis-
bursed through the normal
trust route to BJE.

Unlike the electoral
bonds scheme which of-
fered full secrecy to the do-
nor until the Supreme
Court intervened and di-
rected full details to be

-made public, an electoral

trust needs to only disclose
its dohors and their dona-
tions and the partywise
disbursal of the total
amount of donations re-
ceived, The partywise
breakup of individual do-
nations does not need to be
made public.
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~ After Bonds

EBs were a small part of poll funding. And incentives
for donors & recipients haven't changed

C's Feb15 verdict thatheld that olectoral bonds are unconstitu-
S tional led to two positive developments. First, it shut down a

form of funding that had conflicts of interest and hid info
relevant to voters. Plus, it forced the entire system to ask searching
questions on political funding. That’s a good start.

Not just by bonds| EBs represent afraction of fundingrequired
in a single LS election. Delhi-based CMS concluded that in 2019 LS
clections, aggregate expenditure across parties was around55,000-
260,000 crore. That'sa little over T100cr per constituency, on average.
Very likely, Indiahas the world’s most expensive elections.

o Regulatory state and funding | A takeaway
| from the granular data on EBs is that there’s a

" strong correlation between the extent of regula:

. tion in an area of economic activity and political

. contributions. Phat’s spread across regulations of
. poth Centre andstates. Therefore, some of themore
. prominent sources of funding are from firms in

S oreassuchas infrastructure, mining, lotteries etc.
Logic to pattern | This takes us back to a central issue in
political funding. Political parties, which make up the legislature
and political executive, makeé public policy decisions. There are
inevitably winners and losers. That's the way a democratic system
works. But this process also has an inherent conflict of interest.
It gives some stakeholders in public policy matters an incentive to
influence the outcome. It also gives political partiesa chance touse
policy decisions and tweak it as a source of funding.

One antidote to this abuse is greater transparency in political
funding. But the political class has no incentive tofind a solution.
Therefore, even at the end of the EB saga, the larger question of
transparency in political funding remains unanswered.




1 the age of digital and social me-

dia, TN's main political partiesare

fine tuning their poll infrastruc-
ture. Crucial in this set-up are the
booth level agents, who play a critical
role in influencing voters, The little
known-hooth level agents (BLAs),
who are the face of parties on the
ground, arve the last mile link with
viters.

Realising their importance, par-
ties have begun investing in them
through organisad training pro-
grammes and through regular inter-
actions. For the first time in this elec-
tion, massive, centrally-organised
trainingand interactive programmes
are being conducted by parties to
train them. While the DMK initiated
the training programmes, other par-

ties are follomng smt

BLA- :Ewhnam in-chargefor particu-
DMK MLA N Ezhilan, a key re-  lar booths and booth level commit-
sourceperson for training BLAs said  tees, who are assigned a specific
the training for this poll was organ- -number of houses to cover.
ised centrally Thisisastep tofurther Apart fromDMK, VCK
intensify micromanagement and to ¢ has also trained
ensure that all booth agents are agents in Chen-
trained for electoral rolls veri- nai and other

fication. “For the first northern dis:

time, BLAs in the tricts. MDMK
DMK were allotted trained them in
the number of Virudhunagar
streets they should and surrounding
cover in their con- areas, where they

have a significant
vote share, while

There are Congress trairied

three types of its BLAs in select

booth level workers pockets in Dindigul,

namely the BLA-1s, Tiruvallur, Virud-

who aredistrict secre- hunagar and Tuti-
taries, corin.

HHustration: M Akkaraparamiii

A VCK booth agent V Ajith Selva-
raj from Vellore said his party pro-
vided training to booth agents even
in places where VCK was not contest-
ing. “We contest only in Chidam-
baram and Villupuram, but training
was given fo booth agents in other
constituencies as well,” said Ajith,

All the parties focused on the im-
portance of doorto-door campaign-
ing and improving relations with
ailies through agents to make them
work better in constituencies they
contest.

ATADMEK south Chennai candi-
date J Jayavardhan sends all constit-
uency-related matters to his cadres
on their mobile phones. “1 am send-
ing messages about issues in south
Chennai to 50,000 cadres daily. They
are critical toevery party” Jayavard
han said.
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hea!ﬂmre infrashuctum, and launching
new arts and science colleges in the
assembly segments under the
constituency. As per his

affidavit, Arun Nehru,
son of municipal
minister K N Nehru,
has business as his
occupation. He holds
Masters in Science
- (MS)in civil engineering
| ashis highest egucational qualification.
He disclosed le and immovable
assets worth 746.2 crore and 329 crore
respectively. “Perambalur has all
requirements to launch industries. Food
. processing industries will be considered
in Manachanallur to benefit youths and
farmers. We will implement all promises
mentioned in our manifesto once the
INDIA bloc win,” he said. ™
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Poll panel’s SVEEP-ing change may

help increase voter turnout in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Sl

THOUGH infamous for its low
voter turnout during elections,
Chennai may fare better in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections,
thanks to the Election Commis-
sion’s extensive outreach pro-
grammes under way. Three Lok
Sabha constituencies - Chen:
nai North, Chennai South and
Chennai Central - come under
the ambit of the Greater Chen-
naf Corporation, which is the
election authority for the
district.
While the Chennai North
constituency managed to main-
tain its voter turnout in the last
two L8 elections, the figures
have dipped in the south and
central segments. District Elec-
tion Officer J Radhakrishnan
said in an earlier presser that
the low voter turnout is a cause
of concern and steps would be
taken to increase it.
Subseguently, as part of the
Systematic Voters' Education
and Electoral Participation
(SYEEP), the election officials

The election officials atso planned e reach out to voters in Cheanai through
members of student dlubs and residents’ assotlations | exeaess

in Chennai identified areas
with low polling percentages in
sach assembly constituency.
“These areas will be given more
focus in our putreach initia-
tives. More activities have been

planned in Chennai South and
Chennai Central constituen-
cies,” said an official.

The officials have compiled a
list of polling booihs with less
than 50% turnout in each as-

LING POINTER
2014
Polling Percentage
Chennai North B4.01
Chennai South 60,44
Chennal Central 61.39
2018
Chennai North 6426
Chennai South 07 |
Chennai Centrai 58.98 |

sembly constituency. A total of
six teams with 15 members
each are involved in the voter
awareness activities, including
rallies, signature campaigns
and selfie booths. The election
officials have also planned te
reach out to voters through stu-
dent clubs and residents’ asso-
ciations. “We are hoping to in-
crease the voting percentage in
Chennai up to par with the
state average,” said a senior
corporation official.
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~ KNOW YOUR EXPENDITURE OBSERVERS
AND LIAISON OFFICERS

THE ELECTION COMMISSION ON FRIDAY APPOINTED CENTRAL

EXPENDITURE OBSERVERS AND LIAISON OFFICERS FOR THE
THREE LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCIES IN CHENNAI DISTRICT

CHENNAINORTH
Assembly: | Expenditure Liaison Officer
Constituencies observer
Tiruvottriyur, RK Abhijit Adhikari G Shanmugam
Nagar and Royapuram (9445910931) (9443447060}
Perambur, Kolathur, G A Harahanand | Muthu Kumaraswamy
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar (9445910932) (9789095525)
CHENNAICENTRAL
villivakkam, Egrmore, | Subodh Singh | Elango (9840477246)
Anna Nagar {9445910035)
: Harbour, Madhukar Kumar | - Kasl Viswanathan
Chepauk-Tripplicane, |, (9445910940) (9884272709)
?an lights :
Virugambakkam, .+ | Mukesh Kumari Harinath
Thiyagaraya Nagar, (9445910942) (9841445758)
Mytapore
Saidapet, Velachery, | Manasi Trivedi Mohana Vadivel
Sholinganallur ~ : (9445910945) (9952074396)

TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION
ANNOUNCES VOTER AWARENESS CONTESTS

‘Chennai: The Tiruvallur district administration has announced a
series of contests as part of its voter awareness programme. The
competitions will be divided into three categories -- meme creation,
short films and poster creation. District Collector and Election Officer
T Prabhusankar has invited entries for the these categories. Selected
entries will be rewarded and utilised for voter awareness campaigns.

Entries can be submitted at https://fnrms.gtelLFchEURGAde!FP“I.
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Sarees worth Z4L and 240K liquor seized

Vellore: As part of election-time vehicle inspections in
the district on Friday, authorities confiscated sarees and
liquor bottles sans proper documentation. A status
-monitoring team intercepted a vehicle belonging to one
Janardhanan from Madanapalli, Andhra Pradesh. During
inspection, authorities seized 70 sarees worth 4 lakh.
Similarly, in Kasam near Katpadi, vigilance officers
apprehended Selva Kumar from Poigai, after seizing 248
quarter bottles worth 40,990 from his vehicle. ENS




EC fixes poll rate card, chicken
biriyani down to 150 from 180

B ANBUSELVAN @Chennal
WITH the DMK, AIADMEK, BJP
gearing up for campaign, a re-
cent ECI notification comprising
a revised price list of over 200
items used for trail, will be of
help to the candidates to ensure
they donot exceed the spending

limit, at least in their official ex- *

penditure submissions.
The expenditure limit for par-
lamentary constituencies has

been increased from 2 70lakh to

295 lakh between the 2018 and
2024 elections. Asaresult, the EC
has marginally increased the
prices of items and services uti-
lised by political parties. The dis-
trict election officer will evalu-
ate the expenses incurred by
candidates using the price list.
According to a recent order is-
sued by Chennai district election
officer J Radhakrishnan, the

KEEP ACHECK

COMMISSION FOR CAMPAIGN (IN2)

Items Price (2019) Price (2024)
foffee 15 20
_Mutton bitiyanl 200 200
Chicken hiriyani 180 150
Butter-milk ‘15 . 20

Labaur charge * X 450 (8 hours) 534
cDer | eestBhows) | 80
Water | Litre 20 20
Flower {per meter) 80 65
Pumpkin : 120 120
Crackers 600 per 1,000 wala | 600 per1,000wala
Drums. | &500foréhours | 4,500 for 4 hours

crackers, posters, garlands, and
cultural dances, will also be in-

price of tea hasbeenraised from ‘cluded in the candidate’s

216 to 215 and coffee from T15 1o
720, while the rate of chicken
birivani has been reduced from
Z180 to ¥150 per packet compared
t0 2019, The price of mutton bir-
yani remains 200 per packet.
The prices of t-shirts and sarees
have also not been increased.
The list comprises items, in-
cluding food provided to those
participating in campaign-rejat-
ed activities, vehicles, and other
furniture hired for campaign of-

electronie devices, and items

such as banners, posters, chairs, :

and flags. Expenses for welcom-
ing political leaders. including

expenses.
- Offieial sources said the cam-
paign rates are determined ac-

- cording to the recommendations

of the Public Works Department
for each district. “The PWD is-
sues a price 1ist based on whole-
sale price index, inflation rate,
and other economic indicators
provided by the finance depart-
ment. Prices for certain items
may vary across districts based

. on PWD rates,” said an official.
fices and meetings, expenses fm;:"-;;:
stage decoration, worker wages, -

A booth committee represent-
ative of the AIADMK in Chennai
said, “If is practically not possi-
ble to monitor every expense,
However, EC officials insist on
yroper accounting for chairs, ta-

bles, fans, and other items dur-
ing campaign meetings. The
prices quoted by the EC were too
high for some items.”

The cost of campaign meet-
ings involving star campaigners
is likely to increase, as the EC
has set a higher rate for electri-
cal equipment. According to the
order, 31,305 has been fixed per
day for supplying 4.5-tonne floor-
mounting air conditioners for
the stage. Similarly, higher
charges have been set for the use
of sports utility vehicles during
the campaign.

An official said expenditure
ohservers have been appointed
for each constituency, and cam-
paign activities by candidates
and their party members will be
videographed.
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PWD achists
urge poll panel
to make portal

~accessible to all

-!‘!Plﬁﬂ NEWS SERVICE

e s S

ALLEGING f.mcceulblllty of
!hg, E m Commission of In-

&t ailn to be made disa-
An!h. ists ailege
cha feature

atﬂsﬂtehmmb}afm- the
visuaily challenged votora, -
"Vumm need ta clear i tmage

the
“Asaresult, visually challenged
mmme?nmﬂw
site,” said mt?kt_lﬁl:t g’}“’,‘;ﬁ’}"
Jayakumar of the Disability
Rights Alliance.

As per the provisions of
Rights of Persons with Disabil-
ities Act, 2016, all porials sheuld
be made accessible ta persons
with all forms of disabilitfes.
However, Vaishnavt alleges
that the Klndmn Commission.
of Tiedia has not acted on their
veqitest despite repeated com-
plaints. “They should cnabie
multi-modal capteha for their
msa!tan. !ga not ;lltuugh Job

can easily done,”

Vaishnavi added.

@ mimduchnm
captcha to sccess the
mk-mnm

“H“ ﬂ
mmm

i
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HC stays FIRs against Shobha, Surya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengalury

The High Court of Karnataka
on Friday stayed the FIR and
further proceedings against
Union Minister of State for Ag-
riculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Shobha Karandlaje for alleg-
edly promoting feelings of en-
mity between the people of
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
The court also stayed two
more FIRs and further proceed-

ings against BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya for allegedly disturbing
peace and promoting enmity
between two communities.
Justice Krishna § Dixit
stayed the proceedings after
hearing a petition by Karand-
laje. questioning the legality of
the FIR registered against her
by Bengaluru's Cottonpet po-
lice for her speech based on a
complaint by the head of the
Flying Squad for Bengaluru
entral Lok Sabha constituency.

Justice Dixit also heard the pe-
titions filed by Surya, question-
ing the validity of two FIRs
registered against him by Ha-
lasuru Gate police for allegedly
disturbing peace during a pro-
test at Nagarthpet in the city
against the attack on ashop-
keeper on March 19. *
The FIR against Karandlaje
was registered on March 20 un-
der the provisions of the Rep-
resentation of People Act for
her alleged hate speech. The

FIR stated that her speech vio-
lated the Model Code of
Conduct.

Advocate Venkatesh P Dal-
wal, representing Karandlaje,
argued that her speech never
influenced any person to vote
on the lines of caste, religion,
community, class or language
to attract the provisions in-
voked against her. The com-
plaint is politically motivated
ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections.
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EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT

Sthool students-take suta iﬁ'ilﬁ-nﬁ the importance of vating, in Chennal | 1avaseurii Lava
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Keventer group among top donors to BJP

DONATIONS MADE {3CR)
: R

VAITHEESWARAN B @ Chennal

A few W@ké'égo. many were

not even aware of Keventers

that sells milkshakes and ice
creams, until publication of
electoral b‘}i‘;‘ a%:d whiﬁh

0 ms to the

%Hﬁ%ﬁ ed over T600 crore,
group is among the top 10
donours under the contentious
election funding scheme. The
Election Commission on Thurs-
day published final data of the
electoral bonds including more
details of donours and alphanu-
merie data tied to the bonds.
Kolkata-based Keventer Group,
which has business interest in
dairy and real estate, has donat-
ed T616.92crore viafirms linked
to it namely Keventer Food Park
Infra, MK.J Enterprises, Sasmal
Infrastructure and Madanlal
Limited. Ruling BJP is major
beneficiary with 2382 crore from
the group, making 57% of its do-
nations to the party.

Keventers group has donated
{120 erore to Congress. The EC
data shows donations for Sama-
jwadi Party, BRS, Biju Janata
Dal 710 crore each and 27 crore
for Aam Aadmi Party. It has also
donated to Jharkhand Mukti
Moreha and Shiromani Akali
Dal. It has donated 266 crore to
All Indian Trinamool Congress,
making it the third biggest con-

tributor to the party The com-
pany has started donating to the
BJP via electoral bonds after
one of its firms -- Keventer Agro
-- came under lense of the En-
forcement Directorate alleging
disinvestment scam in 2019. The
case pertains to West Bengal
government’s disinvest of 47%
stake in Metro Dairy to Kevent-
er Agro — the sole bidder in the
process. As per reports, ED raid-
ed the group after buying anon-
ymous poll bonds.

The state government re-
portedly sold the stakes to
Keventer Agro for 85 crore
but the group sold 15% of its
shares for 170 crore toa Singa-
pore-baged private equity firm
Mandala Capital.

‘dress -

Biggest donor Santiago Martin
director in several biz entities

SUNITHA NATTI £

THE biggest electoral bond do-
nour, Santiage Martin and
his company Future Gaming
and Hotel Services, seems
to have a rather brazen way
of doing business,

Months after the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) attached
the company's properties in a
money laundering case in July,
2022, Martin was back to work,
doing what he had been doing
all along ~ floating multipie en-
tities under the names of fami-
Iy members and close associ-
ates and appointing himself as
adesignated partner to manage
the business. During February
and March, 2023, just seven
months following the ED rap in

July 2022, Martin was on a spree

nominating himself as a part-
ner in as many as 40 entities,
all of which were housed
just under four differént ad-
dresses in Coimbatore, Chennai
and Kolkata.

What's even more baffling is
that, some of these entities
share the same adidress of the
firms that ED had already
named among the list of offend-
ers. If all the firms based in
Coimbatore have & common ad-
No 54, Mettupalayam
Road, GN Mill Post, Coimbat-
ore, those in Chennai were
housed under two different
places - 127, Triplicane High
Road, Chennai, and New No 11,
Old No 6, Mahalingam Street,
Mahalingapuram, Nungam-

bakkam, Chennai. Likewise,
entities based in Kolkata shared
the common address at 44/1
Rash Behari Avenue, Kolkata.

While he was appointed as a
partner in Swanky Properties
LLP in January, 2024, all his oth-
er appointments in entities like
Abyudya Land Promoters, Sam-
pathii Land Associates, Danap-
athi Promoters LLP, Frechold
Construction, Chromatic Prop-
erties, Cheran Houses, Glorious
Shelters, Affluent Dwellers,
Best & Co Merchandisers, Ecola
Constructions, Sclnti}lating
Township LLP and others were
done between in 2023

It may be noted that between
March, 2016, and July, 2022, ED
has attached Martin and his
companies properties valued at
2825 crore. The most recent de-

“velopment in the PMLA case

was on November 16, 2023, when
ED arraigned 10 more Coimbat-
ore-based firms owned by aides
of Martin. Still, Martin contin-
ued to purchase electoral bonds
despite his properties coming
regularly under provisional at-
tachment by ED and as the Elec-
tion Commission data shows,
he had donated well over 21,394
crore over four years between
2019 and 2024,

He was also chargesheeted
by the CBI for Future Gaming's
alleged involvement in retail-
ing Sikkim government lotter-
ies in Kerala, causing a loss of
910 erore to the northern state
between April, 2009 and Au-
gust, 2010,
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BJP 1st choice of mining firms for
electoral bond donations, says data

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @ NewbDelh

THE recently released data set
of electoral bond transactions
by the Election Commission of
India has shed light on the sig-
nificant political preferences
of mining and infrastructure
giants, raising concerns over

'WHO GAVE WHOM? |

| MEGHA ENGINEERING AND
INFRASTRUCTURELTD

@B8JP: 1% @ TP 281U

@ BRS: 250 0 @ YSR Congress: BT ¢ .

VEDANATA
LTo.

®BIP: 2226 U
g ®INC 04U
@8I0 U0

their influence on governance ESSEL MINING & B BID: 25 1
and envimnmental poﬁciesl INDUSTRIES LIMITED! @BIP L

According to the data sub- @Bl 17450 RUNGATA
mitted by The State Bankof In- @ BjP: 250 ¢ SONSPVTLTD
dia, it was revealed that BJP g aue 29 @aP: 2500
emergedastheprimarybenefi- = "7 FCQ @ BID: 246
ciary of electoral bond dona- | UTKAL ALUMINA INTERNATIONAL okl
tions from these sectors, The LIMITED (ADITYA BIRLA GROUP)

preference was followed closely

by the ruling Biju Janata Dal

(BJD) government of Odisha.
Telangana-based Megha En-

@BP 5o @BID: 254 [rore

LIIAVWGI i M/S K.A.S.AHLUWALIA
ENGINEERING {IRON ORES MINES)

gineering, a prominent plaver
in infrastructure development,
favoured BJP with a substantial
donation of 2519 crore in elec-
toral bonds. This preference un-
derscores the company’s align-
ment with the party despite’
controversies surrounding its
infrastructure projects.
Mining giant Vedanta Ltd,
known for its contentious envi-
ronmental track record, allo-
cated a significant portion of
its electoral bond contributions

@ BIP; 855 rore

to the BJP for T226 crore.
Other companies such as Es-
sel Mining & Industries Limit-
ed, Utkal Alumina Internation-
al Limited of the Aditya Birla
Group, and Jindal Group also
directed sums of electoral
bonds to the BJP, indicating a
broader trend within the indus-
try. The Utkal Alumina Inter-
national Limited witnessed

@BIP; Whuore

protests over its operations in
Odisha, leading to fatalities in
clashes with authorities.

In Odigha specifically, com-
panies like M/ sK.IS.Ahluwalia
and Rungata Sons Pvt Ltd allo-
cated their electoral bond
donations solely to the BJPR
reflecting a concentrated effort
to support the ruling party in
the state.
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Cops on poll drive for unaccounted

money ‘seize’ T7L from I-T officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Chennai

THE tip-off was correet. thecar
was ferrying bundles of ecash,
exactly 76.7 lakh. But the po-
licemen were caught on the
wrong foat when they realised
the two persons they caught
were indeed income tax (I.T) oft
fieials transferring money from
Chennai airport to their
office.

Cash was being
transferred from airport

During questioning, the I-T
officials told the flying squad that
they had seized the money from
the Chennai airport. Later, senior
I-T officials provided proper
documents to the policemen and
took the money with them

_had seized the money

Saurces in
the police de-
partment said
the officigls -
Naray ﬁl as-
wamy and Ak-
shay Kumar - were
on the way to the I-T
office in Nungam-
bakkam when their car
was intercepted near
Thousand Lights for
checking by the the city
police and the flving
squad. “During question-
ing, the duo told the fly-
ing squad officials they

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATIONT

After the
model code of con-
duct for the Lok Sabha
election was declared, the po-
lice and the flying squad are on
their toes and have seized crores
of rupees and valuables.

from the Chennai air-
port,” sources said.

Later. senior I-T officials pro-
vided proper documents to the
policemen and took the money
with them.
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FIFTY SHADES OF
ELECTORAL BONDS

~ thought I was done with jokes
linking electoral bonds with

James Bond. But there are other

bonds that bind us, toe. With so

much controversial talk swirling

around the secrecy of the bonds

that landed many entities in a

soup, there is a natural reminder of Brit-
ain’s most famous fictional secret agent,

The alphanumeric number vested with -

each bond kind of reminds you of 007,

1 see more British links to the issue than
the dashing spy, apart from the fundamen-
tal truth that the bonds ave a bumbling out-
comeof mixinga Westminster-style parlia-
‘mentary democracy with an independent

: rywith our own desi culture of lena-
dena, in which dhandha (business) gets
mixed up with chanda (donations).

1 have another English inspiration to un-
derstand the confounding bonds—from
Winston Churchill’s famous radio speech in
1939, when he described Russia as “ariddle
wrapped in a mystery, inside an enjgma”,

1 am tempted to discuss the electoral
bonds with the nuances of the English lan-
guage, which has three different words to
describe a situation that may be inter-
twined: confidentiality, secrecy and ano-
nymity. Confidentiality, the Cambridge
Dictionary informs, is ‘private informa-
tion being kept secret’. Secrecy, on the oth-
er hand, is where ‘a piece of information
is only known by one person or a few peo-
ple and should not be told to others’. Ano-
nymity refers to a situation ‘in which
someone’s name is not given or known'.

Now, put all that into a juicer-blender to
get a hang of the infamous bonds. Compa-
nies that bought them feel unfairly violat-
ed, while media and political entities left
out of the party are delightfully outing
names that so far enjoyed a Voldemort-like

status of not being named. We were led to

believe what happened between the pagties
buying the bonds and the SBI, its monopbly
issuer, was a matter of confidentiality that
would ensure anonymity to the general
public while being executed with secrecy.
But the facts of the State owning the SBI
and the presence of shareable alphanu-
meric codes queers the pitch. From these
ariseallegations that those wrapped inside
the cloak of confidentiality included par-
ties that received the donations, certainly
including the raling party at the Centre.
So, to stay in a Churchillian rhythm, the
honds were officially intended as a confl-
dential arrangement designed to ensure
anonymity through a process of secrecy.

IS

MADHAVAN NARAYANAN

A"

Senlor journalist

REVERSE SWING

But followiag the Supreme Court's direc-
tive td publish information on the tangled
web of donations, dates of purchase and
encashment, and names of buvers, we now
have a different situation. An electoral
bond may now be described by critics as
one designed for secrecy o ensure anonym-
ity but was effectively an inside job invdlv-
ing the confidentiality of a chosen few.

It's more complicated when you realise
opposition parties also received bonds, but
(no surprises there) mostly those in power

The electoral bonds saga reminds
us of a host of things British, not
just the flashy British spy with the
numeric code of 007, It reminds us
of Lewis Carroll's Wonderland, EL
James's bestseller, and Churchill's
famous quote of “a riddle wrapped
in a mystery, inside an enigma”

in provineial governments. Then you note
some companies that bought bonds worth
dozens or hundreds of crores were organi-
cally linked by partnerships, directorships
or acquisitions to better-known industrial
groups. It doesn't end there. Some bonds
were bought by corporate leaders in their
personal capacity, whatever that means,
1t's all in the wordplay. We first have to
wonder like Alice in Wonderiand on a case
that gets curiouser and curiouser, and then
jump to the words of contemporary British
author L James to describe those honds

i
s
=
=

as ones with ‘fifty shades of grey’. Specula-
tion ranges from whether the bonds were
donations for decent politics, relationship
gifts or sophisticated bribes for favours. We
are argumentative Indians, after ail

We may view our bespectacled Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud as a wizard of
sorts in challenging those who shall not be
named. Critics who feel their trust in the
system has been betrayed by a democracy
that has put transparency in public affairs
above confidentiality in private matters
are understandably upset.

The English also gave us cricket. In true
Indian jugaad style, we have converted the
slow; straight-bat game played in Tests into
a strokeful T20 variety. A similar fate
seems to have befallen our democracy. T20
donations ahead of elections are being ex-
amined under Test match rules by the Su-
preme Court. We thus have secrecy, ano-
nymity and confidentiality guarding
electoral bonds like fielders in the slips,
gully and backward point, being outsmart-
ed by a top court that found a constitution-
al gap between slip and proverbial gully.

Those poring over spreadsheets to find
who paid how much to whom at what time,
and connecting them with the larger con-
text of favours, are behaving like third um-
pires observing action replay. The jury is
still out, in a manner of speaking, but out-
raged buyers and equally outraged activ-
ists are in what looks like a rugby tackle.

Cometo think of it, rugbyisalsoan Eng-
lish game, accidentally invented at Rugby
School in Warwickshire in 1823 when a boy
decided to simply pick up the ball and run
during a game of football. The game has
eventually become a metaphorical expres-
sion for life. A rugby tackle is described as
‘anact of seizing and attempting to stop an
opposing player in possession of the ball
by bringing them to the ground’.

As we head into a noisy season of elec-
tions in which electoral bonds are being
invoked for political rughy tackles, we may
rest assured we are equally torn between
two English sports, It's simply not cricket.

(Views are personal)
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Can’t mandate proof m avail poll day off: HC

Court turns down PIL to direct offices, says it -
cannot force anyone to cast their vote

ewENNAL The Madras High Court © Union government and State govern-
(HC) has refnsed to direct the State  ment offices, apart from private estab-
and Election Commission of India  lishments including industrial units
{ECT) to mandate employees to ¢

submit necessary proof of voting o nespltsﬁammstbegummm
the employers to avail paid holiday  ing holiday to cast a vote, the petitioner
on poil day, observing that the contended. alinost all urban and semiur-

court cannot force anyone lomt +

ban regions have recorded low pollingin
their vote. $

the State,
Mwﬁtﬂ ECI data, during the 2016

The first division bench comprising mm’rmﬂzimmﬁwm

van from 'ﬂmthukiﬁimklnsto
direct the Statz and ECI to ensure
meﬂlthnmploymmmﬂm

ey

o EC told to shift counting céntre from

Madurai medical college for next polls

emm ‘The Madras High
m the Election
| ion of India (ECD) to
locate & new counting centre
{or the next elections, stating

+ th it is not prudent or

given the hnpending 2024
parl!momn

Tht first division hsm:h cont-
prising Chief Justice SV Gan:
gapurwala and Justice D Bhara-

+ thaChakravarthy heard a public

 interest litigation (PIL) seeking
1o shift the vote counting centra
for il‘m Parliament elections
from the !lndnmi sevemment
medical college.

‘The counsel for petitioners

“contended that as the college is
earmarked as the counting cen-
tre for the ensuing parliament
election, affects the studies of
the students, :

. Dospite the exams being

arpund the corner, the students
are notable to access the iihrary
said the cqunsel.

Due to the hospital’s incaﬁun
on the college campus, patients
are having trouble getting to it

last resott, since it could not find
any other suitable place consid-
ering the logistical and security
perspective.

The counsel for the petition:
ers further said that the district

since the ECT took p ion of
the college grounds,

Further. the students,
cially who are staying in !hnlnss
tel and faculties are also facing
difficuty as they have to show
their identity cards each time
they enter the college. Consider-
ing this the counsel scught the
HC to shift the counting centre

Standing counse] for the ECI
Niranjan Rajagopal submiited
that the medical college is ear-
marked as a counting centre as a

administs was alsonotina
position to identify some other
place as a connting cenire for the
Madurai constituency.

It was also submitted by the
litigant that the medical college
had been earmarked as a count-
ing centre since the 1998 parlia.
ment election.

After the submission, the
bench ohserved that the students
and faculties have to face difi-
culty for one and half months as
the counting will be held on
June 4. However, at this junc-
ture, it is not practical to shift
the counting centre as the elec-
tion is declared to be held on
April 19, obzerved the bench and
directed the ECI ts shift the
counting centre to some other
place from the next elections,
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List of election observers, liaison
officers released for 3 constituencies

CHENMAL The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC)
released a list of election observer (ECs) and Haison
officers (Los) for 3 constituencies in the city. Officers
have been inspecting election expenditure works since
March 20. For Chennai north, Abhijit Adhikari and G
- Shanmugam are the EO and LO respectively for
- Tiruvottiyur, Dr Radhakrishnan Nagar and Royapuram.
Perambur, Kolathur and Thiru Vi Ka Nagar would be
monitored by GA Harahanand and Muthukumarasamy
respectively as EO and LO. Two IRS officers, Subodh Singh
and Madhukar Kumar, are in-charge of constituencies in
~ Central Chennal of Villivakkam, Egmore and Anna Nagar;
Harbour, Chepauk-Triplicane and Thousand lights
respectively. EOs for 6 constituencies of South Chennai -
Virugambaklkam, T Nagar, Mylapore, Saidapet, Velachery
and Shollinganallur are Mukesh Kumari and Manasi
Trivedi, while Harinath and Mohana Vadivel are LOs.

Call 1950, 1800 425
7012, 044-2533 3001,
2533 3003, 2533
3004, 2533 2005, and
2533 3006 for any
election-related
grievances and/or
complaints - all
toll-free.

You can also
register them via
the C-Vigil apn
developed by
the Election
Commission of india




EC allots ‘mike’ symbol
for Seeman’s NTK

cnemw The Election Commission (EC) has
anntted Mike,symbol to Seeman’ ﬁfm Tamilar
5, “the April 19 po

The NTK has approachad the Supreme Court and chal-
lenged the EC for allotting the symbol ‘Sugarcane
farmer’ (Ganna Kisan) to Bharatiya Praja Aikyata
Party under the provision of 10 B of the Election Sym-
bols (Reservation and Alletment) Order 1968, Since
there was little time fpr the election, the party leader-
ship has decided to Tace the elections inw}mtaverthe
symbekallotte& by the EC

Meanwhila, the EC deplbyed general and pohce ob-
servers for all the 39 constituencies in the state. The
commission has also developed an application - Su-
vidha Candidate App - to facilitate candidates with
nomination and permission process during the elec-
tion periods. Yet another application - Saksham App -
has been developed towards easing the voter identifi-
cation and registration process for people with disabil-
ities (PwDs). The app is designed with features - voice
assistance, text- to-speech, accessibility features, infor-
mation on polling stations and complaints - to offer
customised service to PwDs. It would be a valuable
tool for them to participate in the electoral process.
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- Election Meer and Collector
~ Raja Gopal Sunkara on Friday
~ said only male staff will be
~ engaged in election work in
s pollinghooths located in hill
iy Viﬂag :
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Flying squad.’s check-post
impacts traffic on GST Road

CHENNAL The traffic on GST
‘Road near Irumbuliyur
has been affected since the
flying squad check-post
occupied half the road.

Following the Lok Sabha elec-

tion in the State on April 18"

the Model Code of Conduct
was implemented.
Additionally, the election fly-
ing squad, has set up check
posts in all the important
junctions, where vehicles aye
being checked thoroughly.
In Irumbuliyur, the flying
squad has set up a check-post
at the junction where vehicles
from the Maduravoyal By-
pass reach the Chen-
nai-Tiruchy NH. Since the
check-post is bigger, it oceu-
pies half the space of the NH.

This affects peak-hour traffic
along the GST Road.

Naveen Kumar, a commut-
er from Tambaram, said,
“The police were intercepting
4 vehicles and trucks in the
junction but since the road is
already narrow, traffic is af-
fected, Many have opined that
the check-post should have
been smaller, or that it should
have been installed a few me-
tres away so that it doesn't af-
fect the free flow of traffic.”

Police sources said that the
check-post was installed in
that spot since it was one of
the main junctions. “We'll try
to ensure that the traffic is not
affected. We request the pub-
lic to cooperate as it was in-
stalled as part of the model
code of conduct,” he added.

v —
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Rs 6.7 lakh seized from IT
official’s car; cash returned

CHENNAI: The Election Commission’s
flying squad on Thursday night
recovered Rs 6.7 lakh from a car in
Thousand Lights area, which were later
revealed to be vehicle belonging to
Income Tax officials. Investigations
revealed that the officers were taking
cash seized from the Chennai airport to
their office in Nungambakkam when
they were intercepted by the flying
squad. Police sources said that the

T officers - Narayanaswamy and
Akshay Kumar - were on their way to
thelT 'ofﬂge.in Nungambakkam.

They provided proper documents

for the cash to the squad and took it

to their office.
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Party posters not removed
in some parts of Tambaram

CHENNAR Even after the Model Code of
Conduct was implemented, wall
posters of political parties are yet to be
removed in some areas around
Tambaram. Last Saturday, the Lok
Sabha election dates were announced
and the Model Code of Conduct was
implemented on the same day.
However, wallposters that were stuck
in the areas around Tambaram were not
removed by the officials. Near the
national highway, posters that were
stuck by the AIADMK party with the
image of their leader Edappadi
Palanisamy, could be seen in severa
spots. Posters of other political parties
have also not been removed either.
Activists in Tambaram said that if the
posters were in an interior area, it was
possible that the officers might have
not noticed it but “they are on the
National Highway and the election
commission must be prudent in their
checking, and remove them”.

£ = SRR T
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s Ousted AIADMIK leader O Panncerselvamhas
adras High Court (HC) challenging the single
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 AIADMK symbol, flag and letterhead has caused huge
damage to me, said OPS. | have been a primary member of
AIADMK for more than 4 decades and held various
positions including the Chief Minister's post as the party
member, he said in tire petition. The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has not recognised the appointment of
lappadi K Palaniswami (EPS) as the general secretary of
AIADMK, claimed OPS. OPS pleaded before the HC that
considering these, the court should set aside the order of
a single judge restraining him from ‘interfering’ in the
AIADMK party’s affairs. The appeal is scheduled for
hearing on Monday and listed before a division bench
comprisihg Justice R Subramanian and R Sakthivel.
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B’Iuru cafe blast remarks- HC stays

paused the ongoing investiga-
tion. The judge advised Karand-
Iaie to exercise caution in her
public statements, emphasising
'thﬂt Jeaders from all parties
. ghould show restraint to main-
- tain a civilised society. He ex-
concerns about India’s
fature if such decorum is not

i uphem

apmtmstmnengalu
sday, Karandlaje had
: cﬁimed that law and order in

., Karnataka has “deteriorated”.

. "People who come from Tamii
of Nadu plant bombs here, those
_ *m Deil'u chant ‘Pakistan
fis:i * slogans and some
. who cdme from Kerala are in-
~ volved in ‘acid attacks’” she
of claimed. She later apologised
for her remarks and said she
‘was retracting them.
Advocate Venkateah Dai-

b e, o arguedthat the aloged
o offences were not exactly
election offences.
The court, questioning
the severity of the

Dixit, presidmg nver' 8
a single judge bench,

:ssuednotlcetothe

prohe A-.against Shobha for TN remarks

ing freedom of speech, pomted :
out that a democratic society
like India shouldn't restrict
speech akin to a totalitarian re-
gime lika Nazi Germany.

The government's advocate
mentioned the involvement of
the Flying Sqnad officer in fil-
ing the case, and suggested po-
tential charges under a differ-
ent section of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). 3

- Consequently, the court up-
held the accused’s right to free
speech and stayed further pro-
ceedings in the case pending a

‘detailed examination of the

charges and legal frameworks
involved.

The FIR was filed after the EC
directed the Karnataka chief
electoral officer (CEQ) to take
immediate and appropriate ac-
tion on the DMK’s complaint

regarding the alleged violation

by Karandiaje, who is BJP's Lok
Sabhﬂ candidate from the Ban-
galore North constifuency. The
poll panel also sought a compli-

- ance report on the matter with-

in 48 hours.
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EC GRACKS THE WHIP
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