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Voter awareness campaign in .
all polling stations in Chennai

Voter awareness programmes will be organised
at all polling stations in Chennai for a month to
improve electoral participation. Chief Electoral
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo, accompanied by
* Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner J.-
Radhakrishnan, on Monday flagged off three
" vehicles at Ripon Buildings to create awareness in
the city’s three Parliamentary constituencies.
“The voting percentage is low in urban areas -
such as Chennai. There is apathy during elections
in Parliamentary constituencies in the city. The
.vehicles will carry electronic voting machines
(EVMs) and voter-verified paper audit trail
(VVPAT) units, and create awareness among
voters in all polling stations,” Mr. Sahoo said.

25 companies-of Centfal police
| forces allotted for poll duty

Ahead of the Parliamentary elections, the Union
Home Ministry has allotted 25 companies of the
Central Armed Police Forces to Tamil Nadu for
area domination and confidence-building
measures, among other purposes. Chief
Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo said that 15
companies would be inducted from March 1,
and 10 more would be inducted from March 7
into the State. As of January, the electoratein
Tamil Nadu stood at 6.18 crore, including 3.14
crore women, 3.03 crore men and over 8,294 .
third gender voters. The State has 39 Lok Sabha
constituencies.
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Banks, post offices to join campaign on

importance of voting ahead o

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Monday
roped in banks and post
offices to spread voter
awareness as part of its
efforts to increase voting

. percentage in the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls.

The poll panel has often ex-
pressed concern over urban
and youth apathy with many
registered voters not turn-
ing up at the polling stations
to cast ballot in the previous
elections. ‘Over 30 crore of
the 91 crore electors did not
cast their ballot in the previ-
ous parliamentary polls.
The Election Commission
(EC) on Monday signed a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with two
prominent  organisations-
the Indian Banks' Associa-
tion (IBA) and the Depart-
ment of Posts (DoP)-to ampli-
fy its voter outreach and
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Election Commission officia_!s at the launch event

awareness efforts ahead of

_ the Lok Sabha elections,
The initiative, the poll pan-

el said, is in continuation of
its efforts to enhance electoral
awareness in the country.
The EC had recently signed
an MoU with the Ministry of
Education to formally inte-
grate electoral literacy into

b

The latest initiative has
been taken based on insights
and knowledge gained by
Chief Election Commission:
er (CEC) Rajiv Kumar from

- his pastroles and experience

working in the financial sec-
tor, particularly in the Indi-
an banking sector and India
Post Payments Banks, the

the educational curriculum of  officials pointed out.
the schools and colleges. Aspart of the MoU, the IBA
HY 0 CErglis b))
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and the DoP with its members
and affiliated institutions will
extend support in promoting
voter education through their
extensive network on a pro
bono without charge basis,
employing various interven-

.~ tions to empower the citizens
with knowledge about their
electoral = rights, processes
and steps for registration and
voting. ’

The members and affiliat-
ed institutions will now dis-
play voter education messag-
es prominently on their web-
sites, directing visitors to
learn about electoral process.

Voter education content
will  be  disseminated
through various promotion-
al channels such as social
media and customer out-
reach platforms of member
institutions, ensuring wide-
spread awareness among
stakeholders and the public,
the EC said.

In meet with EC, Trinamool ~
flags deactivation of Aadhaar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A five-member delegation
~of the Trinamool Congress
on Monday met the Elec-

tion Commission (EC), urg-

ing it to ensure that thou-
sands of people in West
Bengal whose Aadhaar

cards had been allegedly

deactivated are not barred
from casting their votes in
the Lok Sabha elections.
The EC assured the lead-
ers that voters would not
be stopped from exercising
their franchise. The voters
can cast their ballot by

showing their voter ID
cards or any of the other
specified identity docu-
ments, the EC said. The de-

legation met the Chief .

Election  Commissioner
and raised the issue of al-
leged Aadhaar
deactivations.

Briefing presspersons

- after the meet, Mr. Ray said

Aadhaar cards of several
thousands of people were
deactivated without follow-
ing the due process. The
complaints to the Unique
Identification Authority of
India went in vain,

- The Trinamool also

questioned the inclusion of
the ED in the District Intel-
ligence Committees creat-

ed by the EC to oversee ex-

penditure in “financially

sensitive areas”.

The party pointed out
that in 2022, the ED was
granted permission to car-
ry out property searches

. and seizures in Prevention

of Money. Laundering Act
cases, even in the absence
of a formal complain. “The
agency has focused on Op-
position leaders, especially
during election periods,
casting serious doubt on its

“independence,” it said.
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EC ropes in | g:»m India Post for electoral awareness
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In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive to encourage a bigger
turnout of voters, Election
Commission of  India
(ECI) on Monday signed a

memorandum of under-

standing (MoU) -with the
Indian Banks’ Association
- (IBA) and the Umﬁmﬁgﬁn
of Posts (DoP). The banks
and post offices will
spread voting awareness,

as @mﬁ om its m@moim to
increase voting wmwnmﬁ-
age in the ﬂwnom_Eq Lok
Sabha polls.

QOver 30 crores o». the 91
crores electors did not cast

their ballot in the previous-
parliamentary ‘polls. The’
"ECI has often expressed

concern over urban and
youth apathy with many
wmm._mﬁmnmn voters not turn-

‘ing up at the polling sta-
tions to cast ballots in the -

previous ‘elections. The

o<mm we crores of the

: S crores electors did
. not cast their ballot in

the previous parliamen-
tary polls. The ECI has
often expressed concern

-over urban and youth

apathy towards polls.

latest mové is yet another

effort to amplify ' voter-

awareness ahead of the

Lok mmgm elections.

The ECI mma that the ini-
tiative is in continuation
of its efforts to enhance

electoral awareness in the .
country. The ECI had-

recently signed. a MoU
with the ministry of edu-
cation to integrate elec-
toral literacy into the edu-

cational curriculum .of.

schools and colleges.
As part of MoU with

_banks and Indian Postal

Service, they will display
voter educatiori messages

on mwmm. ﬁm,cmnom for visi-
tors to learn more about
the.electoral process.

- Voter - education mes-

sages will be displayed in

the form of posters, flex, -
and hoardings at office
premises at major loca-
tions, reaching customers

. at key touch points. The -

postal department will

* affix a special cancellation

stamp (bearing voter edu-
cation messages) on the -
postal Ed&mw
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Campaignonto
improve Ghennai’s
polling percentage

CHENNAL: Taking note of the low
voting pgrcentage in Chennai city,
State Chief Electoral Officer Satyabra-
ta Sahoo and Greater Chennai
Corporation Commissioner
J Radhakrishnan on Monday flagged
P off t_hree awareness campaign
veh:q!gs (SVEEP activities vehicles) to
sensitise the public about the need for
voting and the functioning of
electronic voting machines. “We will
create awareness among the people in
three regions, The purpose of the
campaign is to ensure the public,
especugl!y youngsters and first time
voters in _the city, cast their votes,”
Sahoo said. The campaign vehicle would
create awareness in colleges, among
residents welfare associations and also
focus on low-voting areas such as south
Chennai, said Radhakrishnan.
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Beep fakes, false narratives likely to
sabotage level-playing field in polls: CEC

NEW DELHI: A group of ambassadors and nine countries’
permanent representatives to the United Nations on
Monday interacted with Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar who flagged the potential of false narratives, deep
fakes and use of artificial intelligence to disturb the level
playing field in polls. The CEC briefed the representatives
about the vast magnitude of conducting elections inthe
world's largest democracy with nearly 97 crore registered
electors who will cast their vote in around 12 lakh polling
stations to be set up for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections. According to the EC, he said the Indian general
eloction is the world's largest peacetime mobilisation of
man and material which is carried out with clockwork
precision. “He (CEC Rajiv Kumar) also highlighted the
rising challenge of fake narratives, deep fakes and use of
artificial intelfigence being faced by democracies globally
that has the potential of disturbing the level-playing field
and election integrity,” the poll panel said.
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