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AIADMK’s Erode candidate |

declares assets worth X583 cr.

§.P, Saravanan
ERODE

With declared assets worth
over %583 crore,. the
AIADMK candidate for the
Erode Lok Sabha consti-
tuency, Ashok Kumar, is
one of the richest politi-
cians contesting the up-
coming election in Tamil
Nadu.

In an affidavit filed with

the Returning Officer on™

Monday, Mr. Kumar de-
clared movable assets
worth £526.53 crore, while
the movable assets of his
spouse, Karunambika,
were declared to be worth
¥47.38 crore. He also de-
clared immovable assets
worth ¥56.95 crore, while
those of his spouse was
said to be worth 322.60
crore. His cash in hand
stood at T10 lakh while that
of his wife was 15 lakh. He
also declared liabilities
worth %12 lakh, as he had

obtained a home loan from
a private bank.

Most of his movable as-
sets were in the form of
fixed deposits and savings

_in both nationalised and
private banks, investments
in debentures, shares and
mutual funds. The couple
had .no vehicle in their
name. While Mr. Kumar
was in possession of 10,100
g of gold worth %5 crore,

. his wife possessed 10,600 g
of gold worth ¥5.50 crore.
Most of their assets were
located in Coimbatore,
with some in Dindigul,
Erode, Dharapuram, Kum-
arapalayam, Kangeyam
and Solangapalayam. .

Mr. Kumar’s sources of
income were businesses
and a salary, while his wife,
an architect, received ren-
tal income and a salary. He
had filed Income Tax re-
turns of .09 crore for
2022-23, while his wife
filed returns of T1.03 crore.

The 54-year-old, a na-
tive of Pudupalayam vil-
lage in Kodumudi taluk, is
known for his extensive so-
cial service, including the

. renovation of government

schools, temples and com-
munity centres.

Service to the poor
His service to the poor
through meals for 10 and
doctors’ consultations for
the same price benefited
lakhs of people through his
Aatral Foundation, which
was set up in 2021. His
mother, K.S. Soundaram,
is a former MP (Tiruchen-
godu), while his mother-in-
law, C. Saraswati, is a sit-
ting MLA (Modakkurichi).
Mr. Kumar completed
an engineering degree in
Coimbatore, followed by
an MS and an MBA in the
United States, and worked
in multinational compa-
nies from 1992 to 2005. He
was earlier with the BJP.
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Five Panneerselvams fancy their chances

in Ramanathapuram Lok Sabha poll

| Apart from the former CM, four. others have filed their nominations. Some of them have sought the

same symbol that he wants. Supporters of the expelled AIADMK leader fear it may cause confusion

RAMANATHAPURAM

he
- Ramanathapuram
Lok Sabha
congtituency has caught
the attention of many for
curious reasons.

While former Chief
Minister and expelled
AIADMK leader O.
Panneerselvam filed his
nomination with the
Returning Officer as an
Independent with the
support of the BJP on

- Monday, four others with
.~ the same name and initial

filed their papers the very
next day. .

Officials identified the
four others as O.
Panneerselvam, son of
Ochappan of

Claim to fame: One of the Independent candidates nam

s

0. Panneerselvam filing his nomination on Tuesday. L BALACHANDAR

Mekilaarpuram in Madurai
district; O.
Panneerselvam, son of
Oyyaram of Valantharavai
in Ramanathapuram
district; 0.
Panneerselvam, son of
Ocha Thevar of
Vagaikulam in Madurai
district; and O.
Panneerselvam, son of

Oyya Thevar of Solai
Alagupuram.

The former Chief
Minister had requested
that he be allotted any of
the following free
symbols: bucket, grapes or
jackfruit. Interestingly,
two other candidates, too,
have sought one of these
symbols.

There is apprehension
among supporters of the
former AIADMK
coordinator that if the
nominations of all five are
accepted, some voters
may get confused while
casting their votes.

‘Handiwork of traitors’
Muniasami of
Parthibanoor in
Ramanathapuram district,
a staunch supporter of the
former Chiefl Minister,
claimed it could be the
handiwork of ‘traitors’
(apparently referring to
those within the AIADMK)
with a view to creating
confusion.

“The soul of Amma (late
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa)
would haunt those
traitors,” he said.
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- to consider
MDMKs plea
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Consider MDMK’s plea

for ‘top’ symbol |
|

The Hindu Bureau .

~ CHENNAI

for ‘top’ symbol: HC to EC

However, EC counsel Niranjan Raj
A jagopalan told
the cou ' t that the request under para lgglwas re-

| The Madras High Court on- !

‘ Tuesday asked the Election

'I Commission (EC) to con-
| sider a representation
! made by the Marumalarchi
. Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
' gam (MDMK) for allotment

contesting in the Tiruchi

Lok Sabha constituency |

} of the ‘top’ symbol to it for
|
|
. this year.

. Chief Justice Sanjay V. '
| Gangapurwala and Justice |
' D. Bharatha Chakravarthy
. wanted the EC to take ade-

| cision on the plea made

| under para 18(c) read with |

| para 12(3) of the Election
| Symbols (Reservation and
. Allotment) Order, 1968, by
' 9 a.m. on Wednesday and

* court by afternoon.
. The orders were passed
 after senior counsel M. Aj-
* mal Khan, representing
| the MDMK, brought to the
. notice of the court that pa-
ra 18(c) empowers the EC
| to issue directions and in-
structions in relation to
any matter with respect to
reservation and allotm
| of symbols and recognitio
. of parties.
| The party had eatlier gi-
. venarepresentation under
para 10B, which provides
. for certain concessions to
|- candidates set up by regis-
tered . and unrecognised
. parties which had lost their
| recognition more than six
years ago.
In the case of the
MDMEK, it had lost its recog-
nition in 2010.

CONTINUED ON
| »PAGE6

report the outcome to the

lated to allotment of a common s

I ymbol to a part
which had lost its recognition and that the g:es):
tion of allotment of such common symbol would
:.::te only if the party contests in more than one

The present petitioner before the court want
to contest in just one — Tiruchi Lok Sabha consetg
tuency alone — during the general election this
year and hence its plea could not be considered
finder para 10B, Further, the ‘top’ symbol now re-
mained under erstwhile reserved symbol catego-
ry inﬁd ngt under bf;ee symbols, he said,

er hearing both sides, the judges
EC to consider the petitioner pa{rt(:ﬁs p!l;ragfl?ulilé?

para 18(c) and revert b
Wetlneaciy: ack to the court by



Voters caant take mobile

phones inside booths: Sahoo

Voters cannot take their mobile phones inside
the polling booths while casting their votes, Chief
Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo said in
Chennai on Tuesday. Speaking to reporters, Mr.
Sahoo said that the Election Commission had
made it clear which officers could carry their
mobile phones. The rules did not allow all polling
staff to keep their phones, he said. “Within the
polling booth, even cameras and cell phones are
not allowed. It {5 clear...Voters also cannot take
their mobile phones [into the booths],” he

added.
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Sister-city agreement talks disrupted due to
model code for Lok Sabha election in force

Xavier Lopez
CHENNAI

Sister-city  cooperation
talks between Chennai and
Vladivostok have been de-
laved owing to the model
code of conduct in effect
for the upcoming Lok Sab-

ha election. Be.fore the an-
nouncement of the Lok
Sabha electioh, the cities

had planned to hold talks.

The first video conference
was scheduled on Monday
in the presence of Chennai
Mayor R. Priya and senior
officials from Vladivostok.

“the  Ripon

The talks were expected to
fogus on educational deve-
bpment, urban develop-
ment and sustainable de-
velopment of the cities.

As the offices of elected
representatives were
sealed on the premises of

Buildings:

after the announcement of
the election, the video con-
ference could not be held.

The talks are expected
to resume only after three
months, by when a new go-
vernment would be in
place following the Lok
Sabha election.
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Over 730 nominations
received across State

More than 730 nominations were received from
candidates for the Lok Sabha electionin the .
State, as of 9.30 p.m. on Tuesday. The last day for
filing of nominations is Wednesday. DMK deputy
general secretary and sitting MP of Thoothukudi
Kanimozhi; and Congress’s sitting MP of
virudhunagar Manickam Tagore were among the
prominent candidates who filed their nomination
papers on Tuesday. Former Vellore Mayor and
BJP candidate P. Karthiyayini filed her papers for
Chidambaram seat. -
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Chennai District Election
Office begins transferring -

EVMS to strongrooms

The ballot units, control unjts, and VYPAT-inits will be shifted in the pnesencé of represeniaﬁves

of political parties for the sake of transparency. says District Election Officer J. Radhakrishnan

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAL

he Chennai District
Election Office on
Tuesday trans-

ferred the electronic voting

machines (EVMs) to the
strongrooms in each of the
16 segments of the three
Lok Sabha constituencies
in the district.

Inspecting the ware-
house in Chintadripet on
Tuesday, Chennai District

. Election Officer J. Radhak-

rishnan said the first set of
ballot units, control units,
and voter-verified paper
audit trail (VVPAT) units

. will be transferred to RK.
| Nagar. “For the sake of
| transparency, the 4,469

ballot units, 4,469 control
units, and 4,842 VVPAT un-
its will be transferred to

- the strongrooms of each

segment in the presence of

~ representatives of political
| parties. We have made ar-
. rangements for video sur-
- veillance of the machines,”
| he said. Flying squads and
| static surveillance teams
| have seized ¥2.36 crore in
| cashand 8,046.45 grams of
| gold. Twelve iPhones have

District Election Officer J. Radhakrishnan overseeing the transfer of

electronic voting machines to strongrooms on Tuesday. R. RAGU

also been seized. Return-
ing Officers will check for
violations of Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) during
nm}_lémtion filing.
Observers appointed

As per the order of the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECD), in view of the
election to be held on
April, 19, three General
Election Observers and
two Police Observers have
been appointed to monitor

the work in the Lok Sabha
constituencies of the city.
Kartikay Dhanji Budhd-
habhatti, IAS., hasbeenap-
pointed the General Elec-
tion Observer for
Tiruvotriyur, Dr. Radhak-
rishnan Nagar, Royapu-
ram, Perambur, Kolathur,
and Thiru. Vi. Ka. Nagar in
Chennai North Lok Sabha
constituency. D. Suresh,
1AS., has been appointed
the General Election Ob-
server for Villivakkam, Eg-

more, Anna Nagar, Har-
bour,
Chepauk-Tiruvallikkeni,
and Thousand Lights in
Chennai Central Lok Sabha
constituency.  Muddada
Ravichandra, IAS., has
been appointed the Gener-
al Election Observer for Vi-
rugambakkam, T. Nagar,
Mylapore, Saidapet, Vela- |
chery, and Sholinganallur
in Chennai South Lok Sab- |
ha constituency. !
Uday Bhaskar Billa, IPS,

has been appointed the |
Police Observer for Chen-
nai North Lok Sabha con-
stituency. Sanjay Bhatia,
IPS, has been appointed

the Police Observer for

Chennai Central and Chen-
nai  South Lok Sabha
constituencies. |

Helpline numbers
For complaints regarding |
electoral conduct viola-
tions, the 24-hour toll-free
telephone numbers are
1950, 1800 425 7012, 044-
25333001, 25333003,
25333004, 25333005, and
25333006. Complaints can
also  be communicated
through the C-Vigil app,
the release said.
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'} refonns to mumapal electlons
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india's City-Systems 2023 study, | cle 243U of the 74th CAA stipulates

aver 1,400 municipalities did not | that the duration of urban local go-

have elected councils in place, as | vernments is five years and that an

of Septesnber 2021 (Table 1. election to constitute an urban lo-
The CAG's audit reports of 17 | cal government should be com-

Saies on the implementaion o | pleted -before th exiry of s - :
the 74th ‘Amendment - ration”. Further, in case, of |

Act (14th CAA) observes that over Mummhedemm
1,500 municipalities did not have by the State, the election should bg,

elected councils in place during | held before the expiration of a pe- %

the audit period of 20152021 = riod of sixmonths from the date of
across States (Table 2). Among = i dissolution. Despite the Su-
mmmmw - preme Court stating in Suresh Ma-

Corporation had elections in 2022 hajan . State of Madhya Pradesh
" Soostiie

over one and a half years and three Chandigarh case. It appears
years after the expiry of the term Mmu&'mmmtz
of their previous * attention in at least the fol

constituted,  and elections of ' State governnient exercising un-
mayors, deputy mayvors and stand- | due influence on officials (o delay

 1he presiing oficer; - Challenges to municipa¥ elections
memmmmh“ The data for the tables were sourced from Janaagraha’s City Leaders report
dependent; and the manual ballot 309 TGS aucit repodts
wm : Wmm Table 1: Lirban incal governments without efected councs across States and UTs
electionsvls much- The SL | stteur  Total| Meof  SL | streur -rqﬂ]
temnis of mayors, deputy mavors M| o ULGs | ULGs  He.
and standing being ¥ : withost = ."'M
Tess than five years accent it toonc e
this challenge by necessitating fre- VoS ALY 1 11 up ErS T
iabyEn Indbe; [ of cities i 1+ St asiea . | 1L 31 B [ dsedids | AL -
¥ 5 ke 3 Arunschal i5 - A | Marige bl 1§
ones have mayoral terms less Ao Lomum o] @ 2] Mepstn | n i
five years. We need a tisa- 5 Bhar i 49 . MErEm 3
%ﬁmmmm & | changgarh 1} . Ml Magatand | 32 £l
m*ﬂiﬁhﬂm e 1 o BT T O T T
Election Cﬁm‘ﬂ“ (SECs) 8 [okwipoan| 3 2 s | pomernry | 5T s
i el o ST ETEREE UEN IR -
+ Constitution st W oesl Tl el Ua ‘b7 ! Relasthan 213 -
m,vmﬂwﬂwm— ot e 165 3 2 Shiin 7
BEET 0 5. Wi B 654
I1FE} 3 &t | | ﬁa_&u 142
RiL i 3 wpes [l
15 = | ) e Lt ue ! 1%
3] Bl 07 34 | Umnkhasd | g3l 1
93 = 35 WEe el i
=5 Tt loresl 1
[ 0 i i ay, b m;“';m:vgmnl:umj:uhw:em
5 - and L4 & g
i e LB - |55 D a7t b mmamﬂw:-?f. ress,
Loes-bodie ' M)lﬂ
elections to panchayats and urhan 5
local governments under Part IX
and Part IXA of the Constitution,
-SECs enjoy the same status as the
Election Commission of India.
- Perhaps it is time to abo eval-
mapuunhlmbformeswsh

mmumm

3 municipality, the
heads both the elected and the ad-

-ministrative wings of the city go-
vemnment. Given the reluctance of
State governments to strengthen
SECs, perhaps it is only the Su-
preme Court that can bring greater
safience to municipal elections.

mn—wm

mm“w
. " s 5 = | Sowrc (AL pt reports The gedit
o podee :u: e ptiog for aE the Staes b from 2015
U Uramhand 4 0 HXemestfeads fowiech e updates
Totat 1,588 © position & o Masch 271 vy ind Suded.

S The sodt crvered £33 wohn ioddi
Seikaneh Vignansthan is CE0, Janaagrata P,
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; .:“Aatrai A-s'ﬁt.)'k Kurnar .;.
- MADMK’s Erode candidate
is TN’s richest in the fray

Chennai, March 26; Aatral Ashok
Kumar, the AIADMK candidate for
Erode Lok Sabha  constituency

to be the richest contender

. for the April 19 general elections in
Tmml Naduw. His net assets are worth

a 'T 583.48 crore as per the affidavit he
filed before the Election Commission.
is-wife Karunambika, who is the

. datighter of BJP MLA from

Erode,has?mlakhcashinhand-
his wife has 25 lakh. Bath have
kgg:ldandloﬁkggoﬁeach
declared in the affi-
Cdavit,

Kumar has movable assets valued
" at 2 526.53 crore while the immovable
assets - both acquired and inherited -

-are worth 356.95 crore,

The movable assets belonging to hJs
wife Karunambika are valued at Rs |
47.38 erore and the immaovable prop-
: erty in her name is worth 322,60

-'_ crore, Both have no Habilities. -

Ashok Kumar is the founding mem-
ber and director of The Indian Public
“School (TIPS) and Amex Alloys
Private Limited. He is also the
founder of TIPS School of
Architecture, TIPS School of
Management, TIPS College of Arls
and Science and the TIPS Global
Institute,

After his graduation in electrical
in Coimbatore, he com-

pleted a Master’s from the University

of Louisville, Kentucky USA, and

He had worked in several multina-
tional companies . including
. Microsoft and Intel, and upon his
rehurn to India he established educa-
tional institutions. —PTI
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Kanimozhi's asset yalue rises to
357.32 crore from 30 34 crore in 5 yrs

M.ARULOLI /DC
' THOOTHUKUDI, MARCH 26:

Kanimo2zh.i
Karunanidhi's  assets
increased in value by
-more than 80 percent in
five years since 2019,

The DMK candidate for
Thoothukudi Lok Sabha
constituency and deputy
general secretary of the
DMK, Kanimozhi has
assets, both movable and
immovable worth Rs
57.32 crore, according to
‘the affidavit filed by her,
while slibmitting <the
nomination papers for
Thoothukudi Lok Sab
constituency on Tuesday
with the veturning offi-
ger, G.Lakshmipathi.
Five years ago, while,
contesting in the 2019
election
Thoothukudi the gross
value of Kanimozhi's
assets was around Rs
30.34 crore as per the affi-
davit she had filed along
with her nom mation doc-

-

from

Kanimozhi Karunahidhi :

uments then.

Having no ancestral
properties, Kanimozhi as
per her affidavit has
three cars worth Rs

*1,37,16,290 and she is in

possession of - 704.28
grams of gold and 13.03
carats of diamonds, The
gold and diamond jewels
she has has the market
value of Rs 55,37,455 as
on March 18, 2024,
Having deleared herself
a person in public life
and her
Aravindhan, a retired
Singapore citizen,
Kanimozhi hds Rs 37.18
crore as deposits in vari-
ous banks in the form of
fixed deposits and sav-
ings account. The affi-

spouse,.

davit shcws that she had
a total income of Rs
1,58,34,637 for financial
year = 2022-2023 and
Kanimozhi delcared that -
her malor source of
income was MP salary,
rental income, interest
from bonds and divi-
dents. Her husband has
self acquired immovable
properties to the value of
Rs 2.08 crore and ances-
tral property worth Rs
18.27 1 as has been
declared by Kanimozhi
in her affidavit.

The total liability of Rs
60.60 lakh, Kanimozhi
has as loans from vari-
ous banks and other
financial  institutions
however got reduced by
around 68 percent during
the last five years against
Rs 1.92 crore declared by
her while filing her nom-
ination in 2019 election.
Kanomzhi too  has
declared that she has two

cases pendmg against

her.



G BABU JAYAKUMAR & D
SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, MARCH 26:

When the VCK candidate
for . Villupuram
stituency, D Ravikumar,
went to the Collectors’
Office to file his nomina-
‘tion papers on Monday, he
drove into the premises on
a car with a DMK flag fly-
ing on the bonnet which is
a blatant violation of the
Election Commission of
India's instruction on
movement of vehicles for
nominations, alleged the
AIADME and sought
action against the erring
officials who did not stop
the vehicle outside the
periphery of 100 meters
earmarked for the pur:

pose.

In a complaint filed with
the Chief  Electoral
Officer {CEQ),
Sathyabrata Sahoo. on
Tuesday, AIADMK law
advisory committes mem-
ber R M Babu Murugavel
also accused the officials
in Villupuram district of
showing partiality to the
DMK by giving the party
permission to hold a meet-
ing on April 5 while reject-
ing an application by the
ATADMK for a street cox-
ner meeting on the
same day at municipal

con- -

NDECCAN CHRONICLE
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'When election time is
complaints time too

tidal.

These are just samplesof
the plethora of complaints
landing on the CEO’s table
from all political parties
on various fronts. On
Tuesday, § Surivamurthy
of Avilipatti in Dindigul
district wrote to Sahoo
urging him to reject all the
nominations filed by
AIADMK candidates as
the Election, Contnission
of India had not vet taken
a decision on the ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol.

All nominations with A
and B forms, for assigning
svinbols,  signed by
AIADMK generdl secre-
tary Edappadi” = K.
Palaniswami should not
be accepted as he was not
recognized as the compe-
tent person o signs those
forms, Suriyamurthy said
in his long letter detailing
the history of the rift in
the party

DMK’s organization sec-
retary R S Bharathi
accused the BJP of a cor-
rupt practice under the
Section 123 (1A) of the
Répresentation of
People’s Act for an adver-
tisement tided “BJP
~Election Bonus' in ifs
website offering cash
prize of Rs 5,000 and more
to those who answered
ohjective type guestions

for a survey,

The complaint said the
‘BJP Election Bonus’
announced in the party's
website amounted to
bribery and that the
Model Code of Conduet
was applicable not just fo
individual candidates but
also to political parties. ‘A
national party advertising
election honus is certainly
an incitement to the vot-
ers, much less direct offer-
ing of money to the voters
to vote in favour of the
Bharativa Janata Party’
the complaint by Bharthi

id

said.

He urged the ECI to
immediately intervene to
‘uphold the purity of elec-
tions' by taking appropri-
ate action against the BJP
and give the party neces-
sary directions to adhere
within the framework of
law.

Similarly, every party
has a complaint against a
rival and stacks of them
land at the CEOQs' desk,
throwing up a challenge to
him in sorting them out
and taking follow up
action.

AIADMK's  Murugavel
also raised two other com-
plaints on Tuesday, along
with the one objecting fo
VCK’s Ravikumar arriv-
ing at the Collector’s

Office to file his nomina-
tion accompanied by State
Minister for Higher
Education K Ponmudi in
the car that had the DME
flag. :

One was on the fracas
that- happened at
Rovapuram where the

CAIADME candidate had

arrived at the Returning
Officer’s Office first and
the DMK candidate almost
jumped the gqueue with
State Minister- P K
Sekarbabu barging into
the office. Though the
ATADME candidate
Rovapram Mano was
allowed to file the nomina-
tion first, on the first come
first serve hasis,
Murugavel saw not only a
‘gross violation of human
rights" in the incident
put also a possible
threat to his party
leaders in the
constituency

Another issue that he
raised was on using propa-
ganda vehicles with party
flags and stickers. He
demanded a circular from
the CEO allowing all can-
didates irrespective of
party affiliation to use
vehicles with party fl
stickers and also lights fit-
ted to them while
canvassing in all the con-
stituencies.
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- Radhika declares

753.45 cr as total wealth,

Vijaya Prabakaran
11.95 crore assets

Chennai, March 26! ’
Virudhunagar  candi- b3
dates actor-pelitician R Gos 5.
Radhika of the BJP and . .
V Vijaya Prabakaran, e
son of actor-politician i
Vijayakanth  (DMDK) : :
have declared total assets R Radhika
atZ53.45croreand317.95 | _
crove respectively, aceord-
ing to their election affi-
davits. - :
Radhika, who filed her
nomman"on on Monday v Vii '
%eking her electoral for- ljaya
tunes from the southern Prabakaran
1ok Sabha constituency, has movable assets
valued at Z 27,05,34.014 including cash to the
fune of £33.01 lakh, 750 grams gold and 5 kg

 silver ornaments. The wife of actor-polifi-

cian.R Sarath Kumar, who merged his All
India Samathuva Makkal Katchi with the
BJP recently, will make a debut this April 19

Lok Sabha election. She is the managing
_director of Radaan Media Works India

Limited, The immovable property of
Radhika, 61, is valued at ¥26,40,00,000 and

~ her total liabilities stand at Rs 14.79 crore,

as per her affidavit. Vijaya Prabakaran, a B
Arch graduate from the city college here
has 22.50 lakh cash, 192 grams gold and 560

‘grams silver and his movable assets are val-

ued at T 11,38,04,371.34. —PIl
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decide on MDMICs l
~ plea for “Top’
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH 26
The Madras High Court on
Tuesday directed the Election
Commission of India to decide
on MDMEK general secretary
Vaiko's petition to allocate the
“Top' symbol for his party in the
Lok Sabha elections within 9
am on Wednesday
When the petition came up
. before a division bench com-
prising  Chief Justice S.V.
Gangapurwala and D, Bharatha,
Chakravarthy, the Election
Commission’s counsel, said a
common symbel could be allo-
cated to a party only if it con-
“tested in two Lok Sabha seafs. It
further said the recognition of
MDMEK was cancelled 14 year
ago and the election official at
* the particular constituency
WO! decide on allocating a
symbal to the MDME, he said.
The “Top’ symbel is not in the
common list of symbols or in
the list or recognised symbols,
he added. After the submission
of the Election Commission,
the case was adjourned to
Wednesday with an order to
decide on the MDMK’s appeal
for “Top’ symbol,

The MDMK leader in its plea .
said the party was derecognised
in 2010 based on an erroneous
calculation in the percentage of
votes polled by the party in the
2006 Assembly election. Vaiko,
in his affidavit stated that he
had founded the party in 1994,
and that it has contested elec-
tions since 1996, He said the
party was allotted the ‘top’ sym-
bol to contest in four Assembly
elections as well as four general
alections since 1996.

The ‘Top' symbol is not
in the common list of
symbols or in the list or
recognised symbols, he
added. After the
submission of the
Election Commission,
the case was adjourned
- 0 Wednesday
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-BAALU HAS ASSETS
WORTH 17.40 (R

Chennai, March 26:
DMK treasurer and
~ Parliamentarian T. R.
Baalu, the senior most
among the candidates
vy g oo
e Ap 19 £ ey
total assets at Z17.40 crore, according to
his election affidavit.

The Dravidian major's political
warhorse stated that his source of
income was salary as MP besides interest
on income and agriculture lands. Baalu,
g2, seeking re-election from the
Sriperumbudur constituency near here,
has Z 1,20,000 cash in hand. His movable
assets ax;t;{wrth ¥ 1,08,79,989.19 while the

v market ¥alue of his immovable property
is worth Z 16,31,36,000. He has a net liabil-
ity of ¥ 1,46,00,000, his affidavit said.

Former Union minister Pon
Radhakrishnan contesting from the
Kanyakumari Lok Sabha constituency.
south of Tamil Nadu, has ¥ 55,000 cash in
hand #ind has movable assets worth
264,03,778.36 while his immovable assets,
including inherited property, accounts to
26,99,40,155. The T2-yearold leader, an
advorate by profession, has no liabilities,
Radhakrishnan declared in his affidavit.

~ Union Minister of State for Fisheries L
Murugan contesting from the Nilgiris

-~ (SC) constituency stated that he has 23
* eriminal cases and a defamation case
pending against him, mostly related to
violations of the laws during-public
protests. —PTI
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Ashok Kumar richest
candidate in state

Chennai, March 26:
Aatral Ashok Kumar, the
ATADMEK candidate for
Erode Lok Sabha con-
stituency, appears to be

the richest contender for -

the April 19 general elec-
tions in Tamil Nadu. His
net. assets are worth
¥583.48 crore as per the
affidavit he fijett” before
the Electian Commission.
His wife Karunambika,
who is the daughter of
BJP MLA from Modakk-
surichi in Erode district Dr
C. Saraswathi, has assefs
valued at 269.38 crore, Mr
Kumar stated.

DMK treasurer T.R. Baa-
lu, MP, the senior most
among the candidates ent-
ering the fray, has declar-

L 3

ed total assets at 217.40
crore. The candidate from
Sriperumbudur said his
source of income was sala-
ry as MP besides interest
on income and agricul-
ture lands. Former union
minister Pon Radhakrish-
nan contesting from the
Kanyakumari Lok Sabha
constituency, has 55,000
cash in hand and has mov-
able assets worth.
364,03,778.36 while his
immovable assets, includ-
ing inherited property,
accounts to ¥6,99,40,155.
Union minister of state
for fisheries' L. Murugan
contesting from  the
Nilgiris (SC) constituency
stated that he has 23 crim-
inal cases. = P7

Ashok Kumar richest candidate in state

FROM PG 1

And a defamation case
pending against him,
mostly related to viola-
tions of the laws during

public protests. His assets .

are worth Rs 1,72,45,396
including immovable pro

perty valued 4t Rs
69,50,000.
Former governor

Tamilisai * Soundarajan,
62, who has filed her nom-
ination for the Chennai

South constituency has Rs
50,000 cash in hand, and
Rs 2.17 crore worth assets
including Rs 1.57,40,288
movable assets. A medical
doctor by profession,
Tamilisai has a net liabili-
ty of Rs 58,54,789.
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“Poll observers
appointed for
Thanjavur

G. SRINIVASAN | DC
THANJAVUR, MARCH 26

Election Commission of India has appointed Kikheto
Sema, an IAS officer, as general observer -for
Thanjavur- Lok Sabha constituency, said a press
release #sued here by Thanjavur Collector and return-
ing officer Deepak Jacob. The general observer can be
contacted over cell phone 93639 70331. Jhanvi Tiwari
has been appointed as poll observer (expenditure) and
she can be contacted over phone number 93639 62884.
Dr. Sharanappa, IPS, has been appointed as police.

observer and he can be contacted over phone number
93639 #2586, said the press release issued on Tuesday
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[T dept seizes gold worth B.25¢r, A.25cr cash |

.-Tw News Networx

Chennal: A surprise check
on Monday at jewellery ma-
~ king units on Edapalayam
- Street, Park Town, led to the
‘discovery and selzure of
u.zsmreln cash andakgo!‘

An election flying squ-
ad in Guindy seized
z41 lakh from a
vehicle

gold bullions, yalued at 23.25
crore. -

Income tax officials con-
ducted thesearchesbasedon
a tipoff about smuggled
gold being exchanged for
cash.

People at the units were
unable to providevalid docu-
mentation for the cash and

Gold, foreign currency seized at airport

Tinaes News Netwoak

Chennai: Customs arrested
two women for smuggling
12kg of gold, valued at 78 cro-
re, after they arrived from
Dubai on an Emirates Airli-
nesflight early Tuesday mor-
ning. The tegm, acting on a
tip-off. was on high alertnd
detained the women onsuspi-
clon. -
During qutioning, the

women's responses were fo-
und to be inconsistent, lea-
dingtoathoroughsearch. Of-
ficials found gold concealed
in their undergarments,
Further inspection of their
checked-in luggage revealed
additional gold hidden in a

compartment in their
suitcase. The total value of
thegold isestimated at 28cro-
re. Further investigation is
on. Meanwhile, income tax

ol‘ﬂclals at Chiennai airport °
seized foreign currency
worth 2.8 crore from a man
scheduled to fly to Bangkok
on Monday night. The cur-
rency haul included US dol-
lars worth 71 lakh and the re-
maining in euros. The pas-
senger was intercepted ba-
sed on specific intelligence,
and the seized currency was
handed over to Customs for
further investigation.

gold, resulting in the confi-

Monday, officials intercep-

scation of the items. Income ** ted a private agency’s van in

tax department is carrying
out further investigations
intothe matter. = :

Meanwhile, election fly-
ing squads were active in
their pursuit tocurbunaceo-

unted cash flowahead of the |

upcoming  electibns.  On

Royapuram, which was
transporting 2129 crove to
an SBI bank branch from va-
rious ATMs. Upon investiga-
tion, the bank submitted ne-
cessary documents, and the
cash was subsequently rele-
ased.

Another squad in Guin-
dy seized 741 lakh from a ve-
hicle. The funds belonged to
the distributor of a biscuit
cOMpany.

The person carrying the
cash failed to produce requi-
red documents to account
for the money, leading to its
seizure,
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CAREFUL, IT’S PRICELESS

3 - OV TS -
UNDER LOCK AND KEY: Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) machines being transported from a warehouse in Chintadripet to the designated constituencies
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
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HC: Find alternative

to Madurai medical

college as counting
centre next time

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Madras high court on Tuesday asked
the Election Commission of India(ECI)nottouse
Madurai Govt Medicgl#€ollege as a counting
cenfyefrom the nextelectionas itadverselyaffec-
ted the regular functioning of thecollegeand ho-
spital for overamonth. %
The first bench of Chief Justice Sanjay Vijay-
kumar Gangapurwala and Justice D Bharatha
Chakravarthy passed the order on a plea moved
by student leaders of ¢he college seeking to rest-
rain the commission from using the college for
theupcoming Lok Sabhaelection. !
Since the election dates were announced and !
it would be difficult for the ECItofind an alterna-
te venue for counting votes, thebench refused any
relief during the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
Accordingtothepetitioner, students and staff
of the college were subjected todifficultiesdueto
useof the college for vote counting, the petitioner :
said. :
Responding to the plea, the ECI submitted :
that the venue has been used for vote counting :
since1998as it was considered as a preferred loca-
tion. |
“The district administration considered
other places like the American College and the .
World Tamil Sangam in Maduraibut noneof the :
places were found suitable for the purpose consi-
dering the security issues,” the commission said.
Recording the submissions, the bench said,
“Madurai is not a small city It has various govt
buildings and institutions. Therefore, the com-
mission can consider other venues for using
them as counting centres.”
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High court to
on MDMK

symbol
i T wa

Tiraes NEws NETWORK

e Madras high court

on Tuesday directed

A ’the Election Commis-

sion of India (ECI) to take a

decision on allotting the

‘Spinning Top' symbol for
MDMEK by Wednesday.

The first bench of Chief
Justice Sanjay Vijaykumar
.| Gangapurwala and D Bhara-
. tha Chakravarthy also di-

rected the commission to

report to the court the deci-
sion taken.

The court passed the
order on a plea moved by
Vaiko seeking a direction to
‘the ECI to allot “Top’ symbol
to his party candidate for

- the ongoing Lok Sabha polls.

“Considering the exi-
gencies of the matter, we
request the ECI to take a
decision on the representa-
tion by 9am tomorrow,” the
bench said. The ECI sub-
mitted that MDMK cannot
claim the ‘Top’' symbol as a
concession because it is con-
testing only one seat.
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~ Election, police observers
appomted for LS polls

TiMES Naws NETWORK

Chennai: Greater Chennai
has appointed
three election observers and
two police observers to in-
spect election work in the
three parliamentary constitu-
ency. People can contact them
for issues related to money
transfer for votes or any other
malpractices, »

IAS officer Kartikay
Dhanji Budhabatti (phone
9445910953) has been appoin-
ted as the election monitoring
officerfor six assembly consti-
tuencies — Thiruvottivur, RK
Nagar, Royapuram, Peram-
bur, Kolathur and Thiru ViKa
Nagar — which constitutes
thenorth Chennai parliamen-

tary constituency. His liasum :

officer is G
(9445194760). _

IPS officer Uday Bhaskar
Billa (9445910966) has been ap-

Arul  Viju

pointed as the police officer

for north Chennai and his lia-
sion officer is Anandraj
(9994045544).

D Suresh (9445910956) has
been’ﬁ‘ﬁmmted asmonitoring

= officerforsixassembly consti-

.tuencies — Villivakkam, Eg-
more, Anna Nagar, Harbour,
Chepuak-Triplicane and Tho-
usand Lights — which consti-
tute central Chennai constitu-
ency. His liaison officer is BSi-
vakumar (9566082476).

Sanjay Bhatia (9445910966)
has beenappointed asthe poli-
ceofficerfor centraland south

constituencies, and hJs lia-
sion officer is R Jayakumar
(9445190058).

Muddada Ravichandra
(9445910957) has been appoin-
ted as monitoring officer for
election work in six assembly
constituencies — Virugam-
bakkam, T Nagar, Mylapore,
Saidapet,VelacheryandShoz

ur — which consti-
tutesouth Chennai parliamet-
nary constituency. His liasion
officer is D K Ganesan
(9445180219).

Apart from this, 24-hour
election helpline numbers ha-
ve been released. People can
call 1950, 18004257012,
(04425333001, 3003, 3004, 3005,
3006 and also use ¢Vigil mobi-
leapp.
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Ensure voter safety against heatwave: EC

THE Election Commission of
India (EC) on Tuesday issued
an advisory to all the Chief
Electoral Officers (CEQOs) de-
tailing the steps to be taken to
prevent heat wave impact on
voters. It said the Indian Mete-
orological Department has indi-
cated a “probability of stronger

and longer spells of ®ieatwaves .
this summer” when voting for

the Lok Sabha elections 2024
will take place,

In the order, the:ECI has
asked for strict compliance with

the assured minimum facilities
and other facilities to be pro-
vided at polling stations. This
includes setting up voting
booths only on ground floors of
buildings to facilitate smooth
voting experience for the aged
and disabled voters. Similarly,
all polling stations must have
separate enfrances and exits.
The EC also recommended
that there should be provisions

for drinking water facility as

well as sufficient ‘environment-
friendly’ disposable glasses in
the premises of the polling
sta}ians.

The EC has also attached a
list of Do’s and Don'ts to pre-
vent heat wave impact on the
voters as prescribed by the Na-
tional Disaster Management
Authority. It also asked that
NCC, NSS, and Scouts & Guides
volunteers should be deploved
to manage the voters' queue.

The CEOs were told to direct
the poll officials to post dedicat-
ed officers, who could provide
initial treatment in the event of
a person getting sunstroke. Fa-
cilities should be available to
take the affected person to the
nearest health centre, it said.
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ECI asked to decide on
allotting ‘top’ symbol
for MDMK by today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai -
MADRAS *High Court has
asked the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) to take a
call on allotting the ‘top’ svm-
bol for MDMEK by Wednesday
mommg and inform its deci-
sion to the court by afternoon
of the same day.

After hearing a petition
filed by MDMK general
secretary Vaiko seeking a
direction to the ECI to al-
lot the top symbol to his
partycandidate for the
ongoing polls by con-
sidering the repre-
sentation given to
the commission,
the first bench
of Chief Justice
SV Gangapurwa-
la and Justice D Bhar-
atha Chakravarthy made the
request.

“Considering the exigen-
cies of the matter, we request
the ECI to take a decision on
the representation by 9 am to-
morrow (Wednesday),” the
bench said, adding that its de-
cision must be informed to
the court by 2.15 pm

Recording the submission

made by senior counsel M Aj-
mal Khan that the party con-
tested the Assembly polls in
the top symbol and referring
to the short time left for allot-
ment of the symbols for the
ongoing elections, the bench
stated that it could under-
stand the ‘predicament’ of the
petitioner.
The counsel for ECI Niran-
Jan Rajagopalan informed
the court that MDMK
cannot claim the Top
symbol as a conces-
sion because it is con-
testing only one seat.
However, he add-
ed that top is
neither a re-
served nor a
free symbol.
Vaiko, in the
petition, stated
that the ECI is not allot-
ting the top symbol despite
his party submitting all the
required documents to the
commission and a fresh apphi-
cation as directed by the court
in an earlier petition on the
same issue. He noted that the
commission has not applied
its mind and failed to take no-
tice of the submissions made
in this regard already.
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cellent law and opder manags  peal to pur urban voters to step
mentduringelections. Thecon-  outon the polling day and cast
fidensce of the ECI for the good their yotes even il they have
management of law and order  some difficulties. In rural are-
has been again and again %e:;mse. around BO% of
proved by the people. te ¥ turn out on polling dax

diffs provailing politi- When it comes to the bigger cit-

partiss, law and onder Has been
malntained

Sahoa made these remarks
while addressing a confierence

cally, to whi extent the f{es and towns, the turnout
parties may takeup issuss with  comés down. So, as volers,
each other, law and order has  we need to do some intro-
Been maintmined,” the CEO  spection,” he dded.
said. .~ Sahooalsopointed cut
Sahu aléo said another thing  that change of power’
Tamil Nadu is being compli- hasalways been flawless
mented for is that election after  in our coantry. “The

arganised by the Reg

News Unit of the

on the topie, ‘Balanced cover

age of Lok Sabha elections’.
“Over the past few years, |

have seen that Tamil Nadu has

been complimented for its ex-

election, th i has beenreg-  political parties
isteringalmost 73% w0 T4% vot-  used to ask
er turnout during the last dec- many gques-
ade while our national average  tions. But
stands around 87% . “But we they have
are committed to being even  gracefully
better. Using thisoccasion, [ap  handed over

. . That shows ma-
wurity and that our peopls like
this system.” Sahu added.

The CEO said around 27 lakh
phote identity cards which
have been newly generated and
for people who have changsd
thetr addresses are being
gent to the voiers by

Spood Post of the post-
al department. More
than seven lakh re
quests have been re-
cetved from voters who
areabove the ageof 85
and those who arve
with disahilities to
avail of the facil-
ity to vote frem
their

power to uther parties chosen
y the pecple.

lauds TN for L&0 during elections: CED

Despite ditferences among political parties, situation has been maintained well over past years: Satyabrata Sahoo

ECI has done to increass vier
furpont in urban arsas, Sahoc
said, “Wa have don
analyses on this co
the impartant reasons is that
people living in urban arcac
muve from place to place for
varinis reasons liks jobs, etc.
The BECI is taking steps to o
ate awnrensss abount the impor-
tance of voting.”

As regands suspicions ratsed
about EVMs sinve many for:
eign countries ave still golng
with the ballot paper system,
former CEC TS Krishramurtt
said, 1 do not dould the ¥

litical parth
wage popalation of India
15 are the best.™
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DEO seeks report on
chaos during filing of
papers in north Chennai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal
FOLLOWINE"EIe fense situa-
tion which prevailed during
the filing of nominations for
the Chennai north constituen-
cy, the District Election Officer

J Radhakrishnan has sought a

report from-the returning of-
ficer regarding the incident.
The nomination process was
delayed for two hours on Mon-
day as members of the DMK
and ATADMK engaged in a ver-
bal spat over who would file the
nomination papers first.

While responding to a ques-
tion about the incident J Rad-
hakrishan said, “l am aware of
the incident. We are unsure if
the model code is violated by
the parties or if there were any
shortcomings in arrangement.
The returning officer will file a
report on the incident.”

The DEO also inspected the
central warehouse in Chin-
tadripet. The EVMs and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) machines were dis-
patched from the warehouse to
the strong rooms in the assem-
bly constituencies in the pres-
ence of the representatives of
the political parties. A total of
4,469 ballot units 4,46¢ control

L
- pt
"

.
ot T

DEO J Radhakrishnan inspecting EVMSs
and VVPAT machines dispatched from
central warehouse | o saupaTH Kumar

units and 4,842 VVPAT units
were dispatched on Monday.

“The strong rooms in all con-
stitueneies are video monitored
by the officials and political
party representatives. A total
of 2.35 crore cash, 8,046 grams
of gold worth €532 crore, and
12 iPhones worth 15 lakh were
seized till Tuesday. In addition
to the expenditure observers,
monitoring officers and police
officers were appointed by the
EC to oversee the election proc-
ess,” he said.
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LEADING THE PACK

AIADMK’s Erode candzdate' worth 7653 e

P SRINIVASAN @ rode

WITH total assets worth ¥653
crore, the AIADMK’s candidate
for Erade parliamentary con-
stituency, Aatral Ashok Kumar,
is the richest contestant in the
fray in Tamil Nadu so far. While
his wife, Karunambika, has as-
sets worth 70 crore, the 54-
yvear-old has declared assets
worth 583 crore in the affidavit
filed along with his nomination
papers on Monday.

The native of Pudupalayam
village in Kodumudi in Erode
stated that his movable assets
are worth ¥526.52 crore while
those of his wife are worth
247.38 crore. He declared im-

BJP candidate AC Shanmugam
declares assets worth 150 crore

AIADMK's Aatral Ashok Kumar filing his
nomination papers on Monday | exeaess

movable assets worth 256.95
crore while his wife has immov-
a‘ble assets worth 22,60 crore.
The couple does not own any
motor vehicles. While he has
210 lakh in hand, his spouse has
Z3 lakh. He declared that he

owns 10.1kg of gold worth ¥5
crore and his wife has 10.6kg of
gold worth Z5.50 crore. He also
has a 712 lakh home loan from
a private bank.

Most of the couple’s immov-
able properties gre in Coimbat-
ore, Erode, Kangeyam, Kumar-
apalayam, Dharapuram and
Dindigul. Most of his movable
assets are in the form of fixed
deposits and savings, invest-
ments in debentures, shares
and mutual funds. His source
of income is business and sal-
ary. His spouse, an architect,
receives rent and salary. Ashok
Kumar is founder and director
of The Indian Public School
and the Aatral Foundation. p7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE )

ASHOK Kumar cqmpleted an engi-
neering degree in Coimbatore, fol-
lowed by an MS and MBA in the USA.
He worked in multinational compa-
nies from 1992 to 2005. His father isKR
Arumugam is a retired professor. His
mother is KS Soundaram is a former
Tiruchengode MP from AIADMK.
Ashok Kumar’s mother-in-law Ck Sar-
aswathi is BJP's MLA from Modaku-
richi constituency. The next richest
candidate, going by affidavits submit-
ted so far, is the BJP's Sivaganga can-
didate Dhevanathan Yadav who de-
clared assets wogh 304.92 crore, Of
this, he, his wife/4nd two daughters
have movable assets worth Z149.27

crore, ¥25 crore, 2396 crore and T39.6
crore each. He, his wife and daughters
have immovable assets worth Z37.30
crore, T12.9 crore, and T50 lakh each.

Founder of the New Justice Party,
AC Shanmugam, representing the
BJP in the Vellore Lok Sabha con-
stituency, has declared movable and
immovable assets worth over 150
crore. He is also the founder of Ra-
jarajeswari Group of Institutions,
and ACS group of institutions.

Shanmugam and his wife Lalitha
Lakshmi possess combined assets
valued at a staggering Z152.77 crore.
In terms of movable property, Shan-
mugam's assets stand at ¥36.48 crore
while wife’s holdings amount to
¥37.41 crore.

100 crclub
member

The next richest
candidate, going
by affidavits

submitted so far,

appears to be
BJP's Sivaganga
candidate
Dhevanathan
Yadav who
declared assets
worth 2304.92
crore, Yadav is
the managing
director of
television
channel Win TV
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Money menace a concern
in conducting polls: CEO

CHENNAL Money menace is a

- concern in conducting free, fair
and peaceful elections in the State,
said CRief Electoral Offise)
Satyabrata Sahoo oh Tuesday.
Tamil Nadu falls under the
“peaceful” State category in
t':onductting elections, he said,
adding that the Election Commis-
sion has been strictly follJowing the
Model Code of Conduct”

Participating in the part-
time correspondents confer-
ence on coverage of the Lok
Sabha poll organised by
Prasar Barathi and Doordar-
shan here on,Tuesday, Sa-
hoo said aroundseven lakh |
senior citizens and persons
with disabilities (PwDs)
have sought home voting facilities.
“We have received seven lakh re-
quests from senior citizens aged
above 85 years and persons with dis-
abilities for home voting facilities. A
team of officials along with
EVMs, VVPATs will visit
the electorates who avail
the facility,” said Sahoo.
When asked about the
seizure of cash from tour
ists from Punjab in The Nil-
giris, Sahoo said they were
sensitive to conducting
search and that they have

Scan for latest news
on LS polls 2024

been holding virtual meetings with
district chief election officers every
day to check and respond appropri-
ately in such incidents. “We will
alert Income Tax or Customs depart-
ment if we seize cash of Rs 10 lakh
and above or valuables (gold orna-
ments). They have set procedures to
look into such seizures,” he said.
While social media disseminates
news fast, which is good in
4 a democracy, irresponsi-
~ ble and fake news were un-
- acceptable, he added. “We
- will alert police or the ECI
- ifany issue related to fake
' news is flagged and take
measures to remove such
content from the respec-
tive website. We will also
take action on irresponsi-
ble and biased news, Each district has
a media monitoring committee to
look into it,” he said.
The commission has been taking
efforts to encourage electorates in ur-
ban areas to vote and were
conducting  door-to-door
campaigns in booths that re-
 corded low polling in the
past. He aftributed it to mi-
gration of voters from urban
areas, particularly in met-
ros, for education and jobs as
the main reasons for low vot-
ing percentage.
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Nﬂgms ruckus:
Functionaries of BJP,

ATADMK booked

COIMBATORE: The Ooty Central
Police booked ATADMK district
secretary Vinod Kumar and 19

- others ds well as BJP district
- president Moh.nnraj‘m’creating
- a rickus whilediling nomina-
tions, on Tuesday,

Police had used mild force to dis-
- perse the cadres from both parties

during the minor scuffle on Mon:

lice had refused permission for a
procession to the centre where

B.?P‘sLMumganmsattoﬁlqm e

nomination, :
mmdmalpﬂﬁldem )
diﬂt K Ammmlal_ who was

IMK's Lolcesh TainﬂseMn
was reportedly set to file his nomi-
nation next, but as Murugan’s nom-
ination was getting delayed top Al-
ADMEK party functionaries, includ-
ing disfrict secretary Kappachi D

Vinoth and Rajya Sabha MP
AK Selvaraj, began raising slogans.

Cars of NTK candidate
confiscated in Salem

Meanwhile, election wing officials
confiscated cars of Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK) candidate in Salem
for going bevond the 100 metre dis-
tance specified by the Etection Com-

~ The NTK candidate Manoj Ku-
rﬁp:: !vhg came fo the Collector of-

with his supporters in three
car’s had gone up to the entrance

~ of the Collectorate premises by

crossing the 100-metre marking in

~ violation of Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC). The confiscated cars

were then xirl\rehto the Tavm po-
lice station. -

Similarly, the cars of Ambedkar,
state president of Ambedkarite Par-
ty of India and that of a DMK func-
tionary were seized for displaying
their party flags in the vehicle.

Visaals of potests diriag il oF Nomnation ta The Nilgirs
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Take action
against Anita:
BJP to CEO

CHENNAL Taking exception to
State Fisheries Minister and
senior DMK leader Anita
Radhakrishnan’s alleged
“disparaging” words recently in
th? poll campaign against the
Prime Minister Nayrendra Modi,

'« the Tamil NaduB\JP urged CEO

to take acfion against the former
for his remarks.

, "It is imperative to note that the vile
attack against Moglf t::s spelt out in
the very presence sitting MP of
Tuticorin Kanimozhi and other lead-
ers of the DMK, who presided the
meeting meant for the campaign in
her constitueney”, a letter on last Sun-
day by the BJP's state vice president
Karu Nagarajan to the CEO alleged.

Stating that an English-subtitled
video of the “disgusting” statement
by the Minister was attached for the
consideration of the CEO, the BJP
leader said requested CEO to take
stringent action.

Also a recent letter, undersigned
by senior BJP leaders ineluding
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Vinod Tawde,
Om Pathak and Sanjay Mayukh, the
party urged the EC to file FIR

. against Anitha, “Ban any further

circulation of video titled ‘Modi's
Lies" and book or any such material,

not based on facts and violative of
EC's direction”, the complaint said.
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to monitor
poll works

in Chennai
CHENNAI: The Greater
Chennai Corporation

(GCC) on Tuesday
released a list of

ispect election work in
Chennai district.

As pet the order of
Election Commission of
_India, in view of the
parliamentary general
*election to be held on
April 19, three general
election observers and
two poﬁ!.‘e observers will
be monitoring the
election work in the city.
For north Chennai
constituency Kartikay
Dhanji Budhdhabhatti
has been appointed as
election observer and
Uday Bhaskar Billa as
police observer. They will
be monitoring six
assembly constituencies
such as T]_ruv'otﬁm'
Dl_-' Radhakrism
Nagar, Royapuram,
Thirw.Vi.Ka. Nagar.
Dr.D. Suresh and
Muﬁdﬂda Raﬁch&ndra,
will be monitoring the
election work as general
election observers at
Central and South
Chennai constituencies
respectively including
Chepauk - Triplicane,
‘Mylapore, Saidapet and
Shoumganallur A ssanlbh,
constituencies.
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EVM, VVPATS distribution
begins in 16 centres in city

CHENNAL Chennai district
election officers commenced
distribution of electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
~ and Voter Verification Paper
- Audit Trail (VVPATs)
devices on Tuesday. It would
be sent to lgcenh'eaand
~monitored round-the-clock,
the district election officer
and commissioner of
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion J Radhakrishnan said
after inspecting the

distribution process of ¥

machines from Chindatripet
warehouse. i

While addressing the media,
Radhakrishnan said, “As many
as 4,469 ballot units and 4,842
VVPATSs will be sent to 16 places

in three constituencies which

will be monitored by election of-
ficers, police and video monitor-
ing round the clock, In addition,
6 central expendifure observers
and three general observers will
be monitoring the election
works in the district.” _
As per the model code of con-
duct, the flving squad has

seized Rs 2.35 cash, 8,046 grams

gold worth 5.35 lakh and 12 ip-
hones costing Rs 15 lakh in the
city. Similarly, a total of 63,482
advertisements from public

Gcccomnﬁsﬂowlhdhdhhhnanﬁtspecﬂngivus

and VVPATs distribution from Chintadripet warehouse

places have been removed of
which 14,183 posters, 602 ban-
ners, and 1,210 are other types
of advertisements.

The local bedy has removed
banners and posters in private
places too including 5,635 wall
advertisements, 7,757 posters,
608 banners and 1033 other
types of advertisements.

Meanwhile, an argument en-
sued between AIADME and
DMK party members while fil-
ing nominations in north Chen-
nai constituency on Monday.
The district election commis-

sioner said, “The nomination

‘has been done through the to-

ken system and the returning
officer would enquire and give
aclarification on the incident.”

The public shall raise com-
plaints related to election vio-
lations through 24-hour toll
free number at Chennai dis-
trict election office through
1950, 1800 425 7012, 044-2533
3001, 2533 3003, 2533 3004, 2533
3005, and 2533 3008, Also, griev-
ances can be registered
through the C - Vigil app devel-
oped by the EC.
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e directs Election Commission to
‘decide on top symbol for MDMK today

Despite furnishing all documents, poll panel not allotting symbol sought by us: MDMK counsel

CHENNAI: Our bargaining power has come
down to getting two seats in the alliance
as the Election Commission of India
(ECI) is not allotting the “Top’ symbol (o
us, MDME submitted before the Madras
High Court.

The Chief Bench of the HC divected the ECI
to decide upon the representation of MDMK
seeking the ‘Top’ symbol for the ensuing Par- . L
liament election, by Wednesday morning,
The standing counsel for ECI, Niranjan
Rajagopal circulated the list of symbols noti-
fied for the Parliament election before the .

Allotmen
returning officer will allot the e symbal
and priority will be given to the unrecog-

nised political party, said the counsel,
The standing

mmwnmnho]ssthamaﬂoued
only one seat in the alliance. For al-
lotting common symbols a party
should at least contest in a mini-
mum of (wo seats, honoohm&i!{‘s
request wotlld be diumuad,
added.




Erode AIADMK candidate one
of the richest in LS fray till date

coiMBATORE: ATADMK candidate from
Erode ‘Aatral’ Ashok Kumar emerged as
one of the richest candidates to contest
in the Lok Sabha polls from Tamil Nadu.

In his affidavit filed before the
Election Commission on Monday,
Ashok Kumar declared net assets.
worth Rs 583.48 crore, His mova-
ble assets are worth Rs §6.53
crore, while that of his wife
Karunambika is worth Rs 47.38
crore. The immovable assets of
the candidate are worth Rs 56.95

turns for Rs 1.09 crore for 2022-23-and his
wife filed returns for Rs 1.03 crore. His earn-
ings were through business and his wife gets
vental income as well as salary.

A resident of Pudupalayam village in Kod-
umudi in Erode, Ashok Kumar
runs a chain of educational insti-
tutions and is known for his phil-
anthropic works. Ashok Ku-
mar’s mother KS Soundaram is a
former MP from Tiruchengodu
constituency and his mother-in-
law C Swaraswati is a sitting
BJP MLA from Modakurichi

crore and his wife's is 22.60 crore. constituency. He was also in the
Ashok Kumar declared hav- 3 BJP before switching loyalty to

ing Rs 10 lakhs in cash while his Ashok l(u;nar ATADMK last year.

wife has Rs five lakhs. He also An engineering graduate from

declared Rs 12 lakh as a liability Coimbatore, Ashok Kumar com-

acquired through a house loan. According to
his affidavit, the candidate possesses 10.1 kg
of gold worth Rs five crore and his wife has
10.6 kg of gold worth Rs 5.50 crore.

Ashok Kumar had filed Income Tax re-

pleted his Master’s from the University of
Louisville, Kentucky, USA and obtained an
MBA from the University of Indianapolis,
Indiana, USA. He worked in multinational

- companies before returning to India.
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AIADMK asks CEO of State Election Commission to
act against poll code violations by DMK leaders

oHENNAL The AIADMK on Tuesday petitioned the Chief Electoral Officer of Tamil
Nadu Satybrata Sahoo demanding action against the DMK functionaries for
allegedly violating the Model Code of Conducts and the procedure in filing
nominations. Minister K Ponmudy, who came to accompany VCK candidate *

D Ravikumar for Villupuram constituency (Reserved), entered the Collectorate
campus in his vehicle with DMK flag, AIADMK said. Minister P K Sekarbabu and
his party candidate Dr Kalanidhi Veerasamy for Chennai North constituency while
filing nomination violated the token system, the party said. AIADMK also draw the
attention of the CEO regarding minister MRK Panneerselvam’s allegedly vile
speech in Dharmapuri gonstituency. The party demanded appropriate action .
against the ruling party leaders and functionaries. AIADMK also urged the CEC to
direct the Returning Officers to issuswbhicle passes for the party candidates and
permit them to stick electoral ymbols of the candidates in their vehicles. He
sought permission to use party and alliance parties' flags in the vehicles.
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