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Voter information
slips to be distributed
from April I: Sahoo

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI :

Ahead of the April 19 Lok
Sabha election, the voter
information slips, known
as ‘booth slips’, will be dis-
tributed through the
booth-level officers to vo-
ters between April 1 and 13,
Chief Electoral Oﬂ‘wer Sa-
tyabrata Sahoo Said on
Wednesday.

The booth slips will con-
taip the basic details of the
voters, including the part
and serial numbgr in the
electoral rolls.

Addressing reporters in
Chennai, Mr. Sahoo said
that as of March 26, Tamil
Nadu'’s electorate stood at
6.23 crore: 3,17,16,069 wo-
men, 3,06,02,367 men,
and 8,465 from the third
gender. In addition to the
68,144 polling booths, the
authorities were awaiting
the approval of the Elec-
tion Commission of India
to open 177 auxiliary poll-
ing booths.

Mr. Sahoo said a total of
10,90,547 of the electorate
were in the 18-19 age group
and so they would be the
“first-time voters”. There
were 4,61,730 voters iden-
| tified as differently abled
l persons. A total of 6.13 lakh
. voters were aged above 85,
. About seven lakh polling
staff members were being
| imparted training to con-

CEO Sahoo releasing the
'General Election-2024'
handbook. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

duct the polling and the
counting of votes. Of the
190 companies of the para-
military forces meant for
Tamil Nadu, 25 had been
deployed and the rest
would arrive from April 1.
Election posters or de-
facement had been re-
moved in 3,16,151 cases at
public properties and in
1,16,342 cases at private
properties, he said. About
45,000  web-streaming
cameras would be installed
at the polling booths.
Based on the inputs from
election observers, the |
booths would be categor- |
ised as critical or vulnera- |
ble. At an event, Mr. Sahoo |
released ‘General Elec- |
tion-2024’, a handbook pu- |
blished by the Press Infor-
mation  Bureau. M. |
Annadurai, Additional Di- |
rector-General, PIB |
(News), was present.
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ABHA ELECTION 2024
TAMILNADU
ELECTION DATE

Taking and giving bribe in elections
is a punishable offence. Bribery includes giving or
taking cash, liquor or free gifts forvotes

#GoCall

1800 4252 1950
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EC refuses common
‘pot’ symbol to VCK

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Election Commission
on Wednesday refused to
allot a common ‘pot’ sym-
bol to the VCK, which will
be contesting across south
Indian States, on the

ground that it hasn’t ful-
filled the minimum re-
quirement of 1% of the total

valid votes polled in the

States.

The party, however, is
unlikely to face any issue in
contesting on the ‘pot’
symbol in Tamil Nadu.
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HC junks plea to
advance date of
vote counting

i 1

The petjtioner arg

ued that theTong gap between polling and counting

went against the spirifof the Representation of the People Act, 1951,

Mohamed Imranullah S.

CHENNA1

The Madras High Court on
Wednesday dismissed a
writ petition for quashing
the Lok Sabha election not-
ification issued for Tamil
Nadu, fixing April 19 as the
polling date and June 4 as
the date for the counting of
votes.

Chief Justice Sanjay V.
Gangapurwala and Justice
D. Bharatha Chakravarthy
rejected the plea from writ
petitioner Ezhilan, seeking
a direction to advance the
date of counting in order to
avoid the long gap of 45
days between polling and
counting.

‘Illegal to delay’

A. Rajini, counsel for the
petitioner, argued that pro-
viding such a long gap of 45
days went against the spirit
of the,Representation of
the People Act, 1951, which
provides for the conduct of
free and fair elections. She
also claimed that it was ar-
bitrary and illegal to delay
the counting.

However, when the
Chief Justice wanted to
know whether there was
any provision in the 1951
Act that requires the Elec-

tion Commission of India
to count the votes within a
specific period, counsel ad-
mitted that the Act has no
such provision.

After recording her sub-
mission, the judges wrote,
“We do not find that the
present petition espouses
any public cause. It ismore
in the nature of a publicity
interest litigation. The date
of polling and counting has
to be determined by only
the Election Commission
of India.”

Since the election has to
be conducted across the
country, the Commission
had decided to conduct it
in seven phases from April
19 till June 1 and then count
the votes polled in all the
seven phases on June 4.
Courts could not interfere
with such a decision. “It
will not be within the do-
main of the High Court by
exercising its powers un-
der Article 226 (writ juris-
diction) of the Constitution
to interfere with the elec-
tion programme. Article
329 (bar to interference by
courts in electoral matters)
of the Constitution also
would not permit interfe-
rence with the election
programme,” the Bench
said.

~



.

Lok Sabha -
poll: 1,749

nominations
filed in TN:

Ib_el{in(h'l.__.__ﬂ"_e_g_l!
CHENNAI

As many as 1,749 nomina-
tions were received from
1,403 candidates in 39 Lok
Sabha constituencies in Ta-
mil Nadu on Wednesday,
the last day for filing of
nominations for the April
19 election””

Twenty-two  nomina-
tions were received from 18
candidates for the Vilavan-
code Assembly by-elec-
tion, also scheduled for
April 19x'The nominations
will be taken up for scruti-
ny on March 28 (Thurs-
day). The last date for with-
drawal of nominations is
March 30 (Saturday). The

. total number of candidates
in the fray in the Lok Sabha
constituencies and the Vi-
lavancode Assembly con-
stituency will be known by
the evening of March 30.
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Seeman
unveils ‘mike’
symbol for
NTK, flays EC

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Naam Tamilar Katchi chief
co-ordinator Seeman intro-
duced his party’s symbol,
‘mike’, on Wednesday. He
accused the Election Com-
mission of being partisan
and said he would have re-
ceived the ‘sugar cane
fdrmer’ symbol, had he
- agreed to join the National
Democratic Alliance.

Speaking to reporters,
he said that since the 2019
Lok Sabha election, his
¥ party had been contesting
on the ‘sugar cane farmer’
symbol, which had be-
come popular among the
youth, especially those in
rural areas. In the 2021 As-
. sembly election, the party
gained an impressive vote
share of 6.58%.

He claimed that TMC
(Moopanar) leader G.K. Va-
san and the AMMK were al-
lotted the ‘bicycle’ and
‘pressure cooker’ symbols
respectively because they
joined the NDA. “Who got
the ‘sugar cane farmer’
symbol? Are they contest-
ing in the election? How
did Mr. Vasan get the ‘bicy-
cle’ symbol? Is it not being
used by another party in
another State? How can he
be allotted the symbol? Did
nobody else ask for the
‘pressure cooker’ symbol,”
he asked.
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Dayanidhi Maran,
Ra_] a, Annamalai file
nominations for poll

Several others too ﬁled their papers on Wednesday; Maran flays Modi govt. |

over economic development; Annamalai says BJP will win over 400 seats

mttlt-rndy' DMK leaders Dayamdhl Maran and A. Raja, and BJP State president K. Annamalai filing
their nomination papers on Wednesday, M. VEDHAN; M. SATHYAMOORTHY, S. SIVA SARAVANAN

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL o

everal political lead-
s ers contesting the

upcoming Lok Sab-
ha election filed their nom-
ination papers on
Wednesday.

Among them were DMK
leaders and former Union
Ministers Dayanidhi Maran
(Chennai Central), A. Raja
(the Nilgiris) and S. Jagath-
rakshakan (Arakkonam);
Congress’s S. Jothimani

. (Karur) and Vijay Vasanth

I (Chidamharam)s

- (Kanniyakumari);

VCK'’s
Thirumavalavan
and RID

Thol.

State president K. Annama-

. lai (Coimbatore).

‘Modi govt. failed’
After filing his papers, Mr.
Maran told reporters that
India’s GDP was 100 lakh
crore when the BJP as-
sumed office in 2014,
Though it should have dou-
bled in ten years, it only
stood at 167 lakh crore
now, he said, adding that
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment had failed to ensure
the economic develop-
ment of India.

Mr. Raja told reporters
that the DMK was fighting

tn  cafarmard damacracu

and said corruption and re- |
ligious extremism were
threatening the country’s
diversity.

Mr. Annamalai said the
BJP was confident of win-
ning over 400 seats across
the country, and it would
include the representative
from the Coimbatore Lok
Sabha constituency.

AMMK founder and Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
candidate T.T.V. Dhinaka-
ran, too, filed his nomina-
tion for the Theni Lok Sab-
ha constituency.

Sitting Theni MP P. Ra-
vindranath Kumar accom-
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Thanjavur poll -
_ observer visits
el eounﬂng._m

G. SRINIVASAN | DC
THANJAVUR, MARCH 27

The general poll observer for
Thanjavur Lok Sabha con-
stituency Y.Khiketo . Sema
inspected the counting centre
at Kundavai Nachiyar
Government. Arts College
here on Wednesday.

EVMs from six assembly
segments ie  Thanjavur,
Orathanadu, Pattukottai,
Peravurani, Mannargudi and
Thiruvaiyaru will be brought

" to the college after polling on
April 19 and kept safe. Votes
will be counted on June 4.

Police observer
Dr.S.D.Sharanappa and
Deepak Jacob, Thanjavur col-

. lector awid returning officer, .
accompanied the general
observer during his inspec-
tion. Officials- checked the
facilities made for counting
the votes. Asheesh Rawat,
‘superintendent of police, was
present’on the occassion.
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Raja files papers, declares
3.73 croré movable assets

B. RAVICHANDRAN | DC
0O0TY, MARCH 27

A Raja (DMK), the incum-
bent MP of the Nilgiris
(reserve) Lok Sabha con-
stituency, a very high-pro-
file leader of the party
who has brought .

VIP constituency status
to Nilgiris, filed his nomi-
nation on Wednesday, to
contest again from this
hill constituency.

To contest for the fourth
straight Lok Sabha elec-
- tion, Raja filed his nomi-

nation papers to Nilgiris *

Collector and returning
officer for the constit@en-
cy, M. Aruna.

Raja, who won the 2009
polls with a measure of
comfort against the
* MDMK in the AIADMK
alliance then, lost the 2014
Lok Sabha polls to the
AIADMK when the DMK
snapped its ties with the
Congress.

In the 2019 parliamen-
tary elections, Raja

romped home with a huge

margin, trouncing _the
AIADMK-BJP alliance
nominee then. This time,
he is contestihg again,

expecting a back-to-back .

victory in the Nilgiris.

As the DMK-Congress
alliance is intact for the
Lok Sabha polls this year,
too, which gives the
alliance an edge, at least
on paper, Raja, brimming
with confidence, said vot-
ers in the state should
come forward to re-elect
the DMK alliance candi-

-dates this élection also.

They must ensure INDIA
bloc captures power to
unseat the BJP-led NDA
government at the Centre
to ensure the rich tradi-
tion and culture of diverse
communities in the nation
are protected and to main-
tain communal harmony
for peaceful progress of

the country.

He added that only the
support to the DMK
alliance would pave the
way to end the corrupt and
dictatorial regime of the
BJP government in the
Centre.

In his affidavit, . he .
declared that the total
value of moveable assets
in his name was worth
Rs.3.73 crore, while his
dependent daughter
Mayuri has moveable
assets worth Rs. 2.88 crore.

Under Hindu undivided
family (HUF) category, he
has assets worth Rs. 9.79
lakh, and inherited assets
worth Rs. 7.25 lakh, while
his daughter has Rs.-15.43
lakh  worth inherited
assets.

The total value of his lia-
bilities, including govern-
ment loans in dispute, is
Rs. 44.22 lakh, and that of
his HUF, is Rs. 6.75
lakh.
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A N Nainar Nagenthran

~ Sneak peek lnto 15 ttmsﬂtuen{ies and its candidates
Alliances i -~ Vellore Thiruvallur (5C)
B DMK+ 8 DM Karthi Anand @ Sasikanth Senthil
@ AIADMK + @ S Pasupathi @ K Nallathambi
A BIP+ : A& AQ Shanmugam 4 Pon V Balaganapathy
* Dharmapuri — - Chennai South
1 A Manl @ R Asokan e R B Thamizhachi
A Sowmiya Anbumani g} NG Thangapandian
_ ® ] Jayavardhan
' Nilgirls tscl 4 Tamilisai
i A Raja @ D Lokesh Soundararajan
: Tamilselvan =
4 L Murugan Puducherry
SRR @ V Valithilingam
Coimbatore @ G Thamizh Vendhan
R Ik- Gannglthl Pl A A Namassivayam
a umar @ Singal
Ramachandran :‘;m"ﬂ':;l‘r’u
A K Annamalai @ ND Chandramohan
_ 4. TR Paarivendhar
- Theni
1 Thanga™ Chidambaram (5C)
Tamilselvan - @ Thol Thirumavalavan
- @ VT Narayanasamy ® M Chandrahasan
4 TTV Dhinakaran 4 P Karthiyayini
Virudhunagar —— Ramanathapuram
BB Manltka?n“h.g‘u?e B K Navaskanl @ P Jayaperumal
@V Vlaayanrahhakaram 4 0 Panneerselvam
A Hadhi aa Sarathkumar Thoothukkudi B Kanimozhi
@ R Sivasami Velumani
Tirunelveli 8 Robert - 4 SDR Vijayaseelan
- Bruce @ M Jancy Rani

Ly g
Tiruchy 8 Durai Vaiko @ P Karupiah 4 Senthilnathan
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1L first-timers among
6.23 crorevotersin TN

Election commission receives 1 749 papers from 1,403 candldates

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

THERE are a total of 6.23 crore
voters, including 10.90 lakh
first-time voters, in the state, in
the final electoral roll updated
till March 26. As is usually the
case, women voters outnum-
bered men (3.17 crore women
and 3.06 crore men). There are
also 8,465 transgender voter#in
the rolls.

The total numher of voters
was at 6.18 crore on January 22
after the summary revision artd
it increased slightly after the
latest additions and deletions as
of March 27, Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Satyabrata Sahoo said 6.13
lakh voters are above 85 years
and there are 4.61 lakh voters
with disabilities,

The election commission has
received 1,749 nomination pa-
pers from 1,403 candidates. The
number of candidates may go
down after the serutiny and
withdrawal of candidatures is
over on March 30. Meanwhile,

the CEO said 22 nomination pa-.
pers from 18 candidates have *

CEO releases PIB Handbook for election

Chennai : Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo on Wednesday
released a handbook, prepared by the Press Information Bureau, for the
Lok Sabha election. The handbook has a brief history of how the
election system in India evolved over a period and a lot of Information
and data on the past Lok Sabha elections in Tamil Nadu, model code of
conduct, instructions to political parties and candidates, polling details
of the 2019 Lok Sabha elections for all constituencies etc. The CEO

. also honoured the team which prepared this guide with shawls.

Additional Euactor General, PIB (News) M Annadurai was present.

been received for the
by-election to the Vila-
vancode Assembly
constituency.

The numpber of poll-
ing boothg will also go |
up from 68,144 t0 68,321

As many as 45,000
web-streaming cam-
eras will be installed

DECOPE i1, polling booths.
1 Sahoo added a total

of 190 companies of
the Central Armed

and 3.32 lakh polling
personnel would be on
duty on the polling day. Already,
39 general observers and 20 po-
lice observers have been ap-
pointed. As of Wednesday, 58
expenditure observers have
been appointed. This apart,
7,851 micro observers (central
government staff, bank emo-
ployees etc) will be deputed to
critical and vulnerable polling
stations, the CEO said.

Police Force (CAPF)
will be deployed for
security purposes in the state.
Of this, 26 companies have al-
ready been deployed and 165
companies will be deployed
from April 1.

Regarding the seizures by the
election squads, he said so far
including cash (Z36.71 crore),
the squads have seized liquor,
drugs, precious metals and
freebies worth ¥77.17 crore.
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Annamalai claims nexus between
Dravidian majors to defeat him

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

BJP's K Annamalai and DMK’s
Ganapathy P Rajkumar filed
their nomination papers to con-
test in Coimbatore Lok Sabha
constituency with collector and
returning officer Kranthi Ku-
mar Pati on Wednesday.

According to the affidavit fifed
along with the nomination, An-
namalai owns moveable assets
worth Z36.04 lakh and ¥1.12crore
worth of immovable assets. His
wife owns %2.03 crore worth of
moveable assets and ¥53 lakh
worth of immovable assets.
Compared to the affidavit he
submitted in 2021 when he con-
tested in Aravakurichi assem-
bly segment, the value of An-
namalai’s movable assets has
come down by 10 lakh while the
value of immovable assets has
gone up marginally.

Addressing the press after fil-
ing his nomination, he charged
DMK and AIADMK with collud-
ing covertly to defeat him. Ear-
lier; he arrived at the collector-

Annamalai leing nomination papers on Wednesday | exeress
X

ate in a procession from Hosur
Road Junction along with Coim-
batore South MLA Vanathi Srin-
jvasan and other party leaders,
More than four people accom-
panied Annamalai as he went to
~ the returning officer’s room to
file the papers, and they were
told to move out. Sources said
more than 20 persons accompa-
nied Annamalai when he en-
tered the collectorate premises.
DMK'’s Ganapathy P Rajku-
mar was accompanied by indus-

tries Minister TRB Rajaa, CPM’s
MP PR Natarajan, Congress na-
tional secretary Mayura Jaya-
kumar and DMK’s urban dis-
trict secretary N Karthik during
the nomination.

According to the affidavit filed
by him, Rajkumar owns ¥82.05
lakh worth of moveable assets
and %44.26 crore worth of im-
movable assets. His wife owns 3
crore worth of immovable as-
sets and ¥ 91.63 lakh worth of
moveable assets.
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PIL seeking
advancement
of counting -
date binned

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@_Chennai‘_
HOLDING that the court
cannot interfere with the
poll schedule announced for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, the Madras High
Court on Wednesday dis-
missed a PIL seeking to ad-
vance the date of vote count-
ing in Tamil Nadu.

It is in the wisdom of the
Election-Commission of In-
dia tHe election dates are an-
nounced, and upon culmina-
tion of the last phase of
polling, the vote counting is
scheduled, stated the court’s
first bench consisting of
Chief Justice SV Gangapur-
wala and Justice D Bhar-
atha Chakravarthy.

The court cannot inter-

* fere with the election proc-
ess under Article 227 and
329 of the constitution, the
CJ noted.

The PIL was filed by one
Ezhilan seeking to advance
the vote counting due to a
long gap between the day of
polling and counting in the
state. The bench held that
the petition does not ‘es-
pouse’ any public cause but
more of a ‘publicity inter-
est’ and dismissed the peti-
tion for want of merits.

It also pointed out that
there is no provision in the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1951, for setting a
particular date for polling
and subsequent counting.
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property in
A Raja’s name,
show poll papers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Combatore
DMK deputy general secretary
A Raja filed his nomination pa-
pers with returning officer of
Nilgiris constituency M Aruna
at the collectorate on

Wednesday.

According to the affidavit he
filed, Raja owns movable assets
worth %3.78 crore while his
daugher Mayuri ;fns movable
assets worth ¥2:88 crore. He
does not own immovable assets,
but has 27.25 lakh (HUF) inher-
ited assets, while his daughter
has %15.43 lakh inherited
assets.

Further, Raja’ declared that
he has borrowed 19 lakh from
banks, financial institutions
and others. Under liabilities
that are undei dispute, he has
mentioned government dues
worth £25.22 lakh against his
name, Compared to 2019, the
value of Raja’s assets has in-
creased by ¥ 89.59 lakh in 2024,
and that of his daughter’s by
%2.70 crore.

Addressing media persons
after filing the papers, Raja
said, “Everyone who likes to
save the nation must come to-
gether and fight against the
BJ'RH
Charging that corruption
and religious bigotry are dis-
torting Indian polity, he said,
“The Modi government should
be sent home as it wants to
bring a single dictatorial re-
gime by destroying the diverse
culture and different languages
of the Indian sub-continent.”

According to sources, Raja

rived at the collectorate after

ing homage to the statue of
CN Annadurai and M Karuna-
nidhi in the DMK office. En
route, party cadre burst crack-
ers. Considering it is a viola-
tion, election officers are inves-
tigating the matter. An election
officer told TNIE that a total of
33 candidates have filed nomi-
nation in the constituency.
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V Jayaprakash

AIADMK's

K’giri candidate

is worth 135 cr,
“.richest inrdistrict

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
‘@Krishn.ggirl

AIADMK candjdate V Jayapra-
Kkash is the richest candidate in
Krishnagiri district. In the af-
fidavit filed along with nomina-
tion papers, he has declared as-
sets worth Z116.25 crore and his
spouse has assets worth ¥19.52
crore, in all totalling ¥135.78
crove. :

Jayaprakash (58), a council-
lor of Hosur City Municipal
Corporation in ward 42, has
movable asset worth ¥12.15
crore (including %95 lakh cash
in hand and £10.98 crore worth
of quarry machineries and
others). His spouse Sandhya
Rani has 21.52 crore worth of
movable assets (including 320
lakh cash in hand, two cars
worth 217 lakh and 236 sover-
eign jewels worth ¥1.15
crore).

According to his affidavit, he
owns around 97 acre of agricul-
tural land in Irudhukottai and
Santhanapalli villages in
Denkanikottai taluk and Chen-

.'nathur and Nallur villages in
"Hosur taluk.

Among the 97 acres, most of
the lands are purchased from
the vear 2010 and only around 5
acres was purchased in the
year 2004 in Hosur taluk. In the
past 13 years, he accumulated
more wealth.

Similarly in the non-agricul-
tural land category, he owns
35.82 acres of land for quarry
work in Hosur taluk and other
areas.

Jayaprakash has liability
worth #4.26 crore and his wife
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BJP should be sent

-
[ IS
3 -
:\‘\ :

home, says A Raja

. 2
DMK leader A Raja filing his nomination to contest from
The Nilgiris constituency on Wednesday
COIMBA®ORE: DMK lgader™ e He does not possess any im-
and sitting MP A Rajg on movable assets and inherited
Wednesday said Prime family property worth Rs 9.79
Minister Narendra Modi, lakh while his daughter has
who attempts to bring Rs 15.43 lakh.
dictatorship rule, should Raja has Rs 86 lakh in
be defeated and sent - bank deposits and Rs 5.26
packing home. lakh for his daughter. He

Addressing the media, after
filing his nominatien to con-
test in the Nilgiris Lok Sabha
constituency, Raja said cor-
ruption and religious extrem-
ism has ruinett India's politi-
cal ethics. s

. “The BJP, which intends to
destroy languages, cultural
identity and race to bring an
autocratic rule, should be
sent home,"” he said.

Before filing nomination,
Raja paid tributes to former
chief minister M Karunani-
dhi at the DMK office. As par-
ty cadres fired crackers, in
violation of Model Code of
Conduct (MCC), the police are
conducting an inquiry.

In his affidavit, the DMK
leader has declared movable
assets worth Rs 3.73 crore and
Rs 2.88 crore on his daughter
Mayuri.

had invested Rs 1.99 crore in
share market and Rs 60 lakh
by his daughter.

Raja has 108 sovereigns of
jewels worth Rs 52.63 lakh
and his daughter has 397
sovereigns worth Rs 1.93
crore. He also has a liability
in bank and financial insti-
tutions for Rs 19.484 lakhs
and is facing seven police

_cases.

C@ The BJP, which
intends to
destroy languages,
cultural identity

and race to bring

an autoeratic rule,
should be sent home

~ A Raja, Nilgiris DMK
LS candidate
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EC’s “Top’ spin catches DMK
allies VCK, MDMK: off guard

n SHANMUGHA SUNDARAM J

CHENNAL: The clock is ticking for the Lok

Sabha elections in the State but the row

over the symbols has only flared up
with the political parties in the camps
fighting the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
crying foul over not getting the
symbols of their choice.

Amidst this, uncertainty pre-
vails over the AIADMK's ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol. The principal
opposition party in the State has
fielded 33 candidates in TN and
Puducherry for the April 19 polls.
Though the AIADMK leadership exuded
confidence in retaining thg_ party symbol
and putting up a brave face, there was un-
easiness among the rank and file given the
prevailing situation.

In a blistering attack on the
Election Commission (EC), VCK
leader Thol Thirumavalavan said E"
the Commission has been acting
“biased” ly. His reaction was in
response to the ECI's refusal toal- =
lot the ‘Pot’ symbol to the VCK, m
which retained Chidambaram
and Villupuram constituencies in
the DMK front. The party is now

L

Scan for latest news
on LS polls 2024

planning to approach the Apex Court. The
front has already kickstarted the campaign,
seeking votes for the ‘Pot’ symbol in both
the constituencies. :

Vaiko's MDMK has also been caught in a
political quandary after the EC categorical-
ly denied the ‘Top’ symbol. “We will take a
call on the new symbol after consult-
ing with party senior leaders,” said
a dejected Durai Vaiko. ;

Durai Vaiko had categorically
refused to contest in DMK’s ‘Ris-
ing Sun’ and had vowed to face

the election in the “Top’ synibol a
couple of days ago.
Seeman of NTK, who faced six elec-
tions in the ‘Sugarcane Farmer' symbol, lost
the symbol to Bharatiya Praja Aikyata Party
eIt a first come, first symbol’ basis. Seeman
unsuccessfully challenged the ECI's decision
in the Apex Court and finally settled for the.
‘Mike' symbol. He overtly criticised the

ECI's action and claimed the chain
of events aimed to “favour” the BJP
'1@ to grow in the State.

Seeman on Thursday said they

“will face the polls in Mike symbol”
with determination to retain their
vote share, On the other hand, GK
y Vasan's TMC (M) and S Ramadoss's
PMK got the ‘Bicycle’ and ‘Mango’
symbols respectively.
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HC dismisses PIL
seeking to advance
counting of LS votes

CHENNAI: The chief bench of the
Madras High Court dismissed a
public interest litigation
seeking to guash the notifica-
tion issued by the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
regarding the Parliament
election date, and also advance
the counting of votes in the
State.

While dismissing the PIL, the first
division bench comprismg Chief
Justice SV Gangapurwala and Jus-
tice D Bharatha Chakravarthy ob-
served that it was not in the do-
main of the court to interfere with
the election.

The bench asked the petitioner
to submit the provisions from the
law stipulating time limit for fix-
ing polling and counting.

Appearing for the petitioner, ad-
vocate Rajini submitted that there
was no such provision to fix the
time limit, but the ECI announced
the polling and counting dates for
the State with 45 days interval in
between, which violated the spirit
of Representation of People Act.

The general public was ag-
grieved by the schedule an-
nounced by the poll panel, said the
advocate and sought to quash the
election notification and advance
the date for counting.

However, the bench observed
that it seemed to be a ‘publicity in-
terested litigation’ as there was no
public interest at large in the PIL,
and dismissed the PIL.

The bench observed that it
1\ seemed to be a “publicity
interested litigation’ as
there was no public
interest at large in the PIL

The litigant Ezhilan moved the
High Court to quash the election
notification issued by the ECI on
March 16, as per which Tamil
Nadu would go to poll on April 19
and the counting would be held on
June 4.

The litigant sought to advance
the counting date as it has more
than 40 days’ delay in between the
polling and counting date.
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