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Delhi votes on Feb. 5 in
crucial Assembly polls

Voting will be held in a single phase in national capital; bypolls in the Assembly constituencies of

Erode (East) in TN. and Milkipur in UP. will be held the same day; counting will be held on Feb. 8

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

oting for the 70-
v member Delhi As-

sembly will be held
in a single phase on Febru-
ary 5, the Election Com-
mission announced on
Tuesday.

Byelections to the As-
sembly constituencies of
Erode (East) in Tamil Nadu
and Milkipur in Uttar Pra-
desh will be held on the
same date.

Counting of votes will
take place on February 8.

While the last date for
filing nominations is Janu-
ary 17, the scrutiny of nom-
inations will be completed
by January 18. The last date
for withdrawal of nomina-
tions is January 20. The en-
tire poll process will be
completed by February 10.

The term of the current

==

Cﬁie

Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar and the Election

Commissioners announcing the poll schedule. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Assembly in the national
capital ends on February
23.

Choice of date

Announcing the dates at a
press conference here,
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said the
polling date had been de-
liberately placed on a Wed-

nesday (weekday) as in
Maharashtra so that more
people could vote.
According to the final
electoral rolls published on
Monday, Delhi has a total
of 1.55 crore voters, of
which 83.49 lakh are men,
71.74 lakh women, and
1,261 transgender people.
There are 25.89 lakh young

- From Page One

Delhi votes on Feb. 5 in
crucial Assembly polls

Of the 70 seats in Delhi, 58 are general and 12

reserved.

More than 13,000 po
in Delhi, Mr. Kumar said.

lling stations will be set up

The CEC said that bypolls due in two other As-
sembly constituencies in Jammu and Kashmir —
Budgam and Nagrota — would be held later be-
cause of heavy snowfall there. “We have time till
April and we will complete those elections before

that,” he said.

Mr. Ku‘m_ar said that bypolls were due in two
more constituencies — Basirhat Lok Sabha seat in
West Bengal and Visavadar Assembly seat in Guja-
r_at, However, as there were pending election peti-
tions in both cases, the by-polls have to wait,

voters, 2.08 lakh first-time
voters, and 830 above 100
years of age.

Intense battle

An intense battle is on the
cards as the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), led by former
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, is seeking a third term
in office. In the 2020 As-
sembly polls, the AAP won
62 seats, BJP eight, and the
Congress nil.

The byelection was ne-
cessitated in Milkipur as
Awadhesh Prasad of the Sa-
majwadi Party quit the seat
after being elected to the
Lok Sabha from Ayodhya,
and in Erode (East), due to
the death of Congress MLA
EV.K.S. Elangovan.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

ON ELECTORAL ROLLS
» PAGE 11
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n:h the,Delhl As-

sembly election

- set to be the
last election to be conduct-
ed under his watch, Chief
Election  Commissioner

fereno&hﬂ:e,theCECsaxd
that in one full cycle of
elections since 2020, 15 dif-
ferent parties emerged
with most seats in different
Statas,

This -reﬁected how
deep-rooted fairness was

MWMNW ChiefEiecuanComissim
d&nisseddauusotﬁvmampeﬁng. ntsmra bashaion

mﬂ:ecountry’sdemocrat
ic system, he said. :

- Mr. Kumar said there
were two key reforms
which were ready but
would neéd political con-
sensus for implementa-
tion. The first one was the
“totaliser”, a technology to
link a number of EVMs and
hide booth-wise voting pat-
terns. The second one, he
said, is a prototype to ena-
ble migrant workers to
vote remotely.

Mr Kmmrgave apomt
by-point rebuttal on con-

nipulation of EVMs, in-

crease in voter turnout
from 5 p.m., mismatch in
votes polled and counted
in snme constituencies,
slowing down of counting
and amandment in rules to

- subject between the AAP

and the BJP,.the Congress
has petitioned the EC over
a jump in additions to the
wnsmstheﬁrethewha

premxmeefdatafor

judgments on EVMs, here- |
jected ‘suggestions - that
they could be tampered.
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Delhi Assembly polls on
Feb. 5; results on Feb. 8

# Model code in force, 'EC warns against use of derogatory words

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 7

The Election Commission
of India on Tuesday sound-
ed the clapperboard for the
70-seat Delhi Assembly
elections to be held on
February 5, with counting
on February 8. Bypolls to
two Assembly constituen-
cies, Milkipur in Uttar
Pradesh and Erode in-
Tamil Nadu, will also be
held on the same schedule.
The last date to file nomi-
nations is January 17 and
the scrutiny of nomina-
tions will be done by
January 18. The candi-
dates can withdrdw nomi-
nations till January 20.
Since the Delhi elections
coincide with the Union
budget on February -1, .
chief election commission-
er Rajeev Kumar said the
Union cabinet secretary
will be told that no Delhi-
specific provision or
announcement can be

. KAy mmn-

Chief e on commissioner Rajiv: Kumar addresses a
press conference announcing the schedule for the Delhi
Assembly elections in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PTi

clear that candidates and children during thé cam-

made in it that can disturb  party leaders will need to paigns. Clearly upset with
the level-playing field. watch their words as there BJP candidate Ramesh Bh

With the Model Code of will be “zero tolerance” on  iduri’s sexist comment aga
Conduct kicking off imme- derogatory words used inst Congress leader Priy
diately, the CEC made it against women and use of anka Gandhi Vadra. ®P4

‘Delhi Assembly polls on
Feb. 5; results on Feb. 8

turnout discrepancies, and

FROM PG 1 when some helicopters were
: £ checked. People even come denial  of giving
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi down to threatening polling footage of the voting day.

Singh recently Mr Kumar
warned that if candidates
“cross the lines”, then the EC

too will have to take strict

action and this includes filing
criminal cases against them.

While condemning Mr
Bhiduri’s remarks, the CEC
said the EC can act only when
the MCC is in place. "On one
hand we are trying to bring
more and more women to the
booth... If you speak in such a
manner about mothers and
sisters, it is shameful,” he
said. .

Mr Kumar said the Election
Commission will conduct
checks to ensure free and fair
polls. “We will check every-
one for ensuring money-free
elections. During recent
polls, there was a lot of noise

officers but we control our-
selves because it disturbs the
level playing field," said the
CEC. He was pointing to
Udhhav Thackeray’s outburst
against a poll official for
checking his hehcopter in
Maharashtra.

“The star campaigners and
those in political eampaigns
are duty-bound to ensure that
etiquette is followed. We also
request the political parties
not to create undue pressure
on the officials," the CEC
added.

Meanwhile, the CEC, who
will be supervising his last
election before retiring,
sought to set record straight
with regard to allegations of
EVM tampering, manipula-
tion of voter lists, voter

Mr Kumar said the courts
have ruled on 42 occasions
that EVMs are not hackable
and allegations of tampering
are totally baseless, and
advised the public against
falling for “jhooth ke gub-
bare”. He said in 30 states
where elections were held in
the last five years, in 15 dif-
ferent parties have come to
power in different states.

“EVMs are commissioned
only seven to eight days
before polling day and candi-
dates are kept informed
through their agents at every
step. Courts have ruled on 42
occasions that EVMs are not .
hackable... allegations of
tampering with the machines
are totally baseless,” Mr
Kumar said. -
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Erode East bypoll to be
frontrunner for 2026

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR,
D. SEKAR | DC
CHENNALI, JAN. 7

Byelection to the Erode
East Assembly constitue-

leader E.VK.S. Elangovan
on December 14 would be
held on February 5 and
the votes would be count-
ed on February 8, the
Election Commission of

ney that fell vacant due to India  announced on
the rdemlse of Congress Tuesday. BPp4

Erode East bypoll to be
{rontrunner for 2026

FROM PG 1

While the local Congr
ess leaders were in favour
of fielding - Elangovan’s
other son Sanjay
Sampath for the by-elec-
tion as the nominee of the
DMK-led alliance, it is not
clear if the rival
AJADMK that had nomi-
nated candidates against
Tamilmagan Evera in the
2021 general election and
for the by-election in 2023
against Elangovan, is pit-
ting its candidate.

It is learnt that the BJP
is keen on having its nom-
inee fight the by-election
since the ATADMK did
not give up the seat in the
earlier byelection when
those two parties were in
an allianee. If it fields one
now with the ATADMK
keeping out of the race, it
could mark the beginning

of the renewal of the
alliance  broken by
ATADMK general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palanis
wami in September 2023.

For the DMK, which
treated the earlier by-elec-
tion very seriously and
ensured Elangovan’s vic-
tory, this election, too, is
crucial as it cannot afford
to lose the fight, perhaps
the last one to come up
before the Assembly elec-
tions in 2026.

So, a hectic electioneer-
ing is expected as both the
ATADMK and the BJP
have vowed to bring down
the DMK government in
2026 and might treat it as
a forerunner to the gener-
al elections by embarking
on a high wattage cam-
paign, bringing in latest
issues like the rape inside
the Anna University cam-
pus as poll planks.
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plans in Union |
Budget: CEC |

¢ hief alection commis- |
sioner Rajiv Kumar |
said no Delhi-specific an- |
nouncements may be in- |
cluded in the Union Budget |
to be presented on Feblas |
assembly polls follow on |
Feb5. Onfreebies, RajivKu-
mar said Election Comimis- ||
sion’s “hands are tied” but |
added that people have the ,_
right to be informed of the |
state’s fiscal health while
deciding to vote based on
Eoéwmm&«mmcwmm.

The CEC also warned
politicians against making !
disrespectful remarks !
against women, saying “we |
can qmvaaman (them) and !
even file a case”. He
clarified that such action |
wonld be taken from Tuesd- |
ay when the model code
ricked in. P10

, Qmogm. :
ification by block-level officer, .

pered to influ
Mmﬂﬁo Emﬁﬁwﬁ that no dele-
tionsfromrellscouldb ,
ithote i ould bemade
atory field ver-

documentation via death cer-
tificate and cross verification

where deletions surpass 2%

of draft electoral rolls, claims
snd “objections are invited
from public and aggrieved
clectors given a - hearing

g up the statuto-

Héﬁ,

Nerel: 08012039

ingswith

resented by booth-levelagents,

is and sharing with them thelist

of objections on a weekly ba-
sis. Thedraft roll and final roll
copies were provided free of

cost to parties, which wereal-
so consulted on the ratio oy

isation of polling stations.

The CEC said parties

bringing the otherwise trans-

jcal  parent and statutory electoral

Tield , verification by BLOs
while holding regular Bmmm

processes into doubt tend to
createdisenchantmentamong
young voters and discourage
{hem from comingout to vote.
Kumar also used the op-
portunity to slam political

%ma&%nﬁaw ;

A s ] 0.._0,, l”,
thusfarof 4.51akh paperslips
from 67,000 VVPATs with
corresponding EVM counts.
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Notes And Votes

Delhi goes to polls with rivals doubling down
on freebies, just like everywhere else

olhivotes on Feb 5 to elect its 70-memberlegislature. AAPand
BJP are in keen contest, for as things stand, Congress playsa
cameo to mark its presence - it simply folded after Sheila
Dikshit, often remembered for upgrading Delhi through her three
CM-ships. BJP-led Centre, which appoints powerful LGs, is going
all-out for a win, hanging its campaign on alleged corruption of
Kejriwal, the front & centre of AAP But what exactly are Delhiites
voting for? Delhi's voters area motley crowd. Increasingly ghettoised,
parties run for regional groups of migrants and promise a bewilde-
ringarray of freebies. Inpractically every election post-Covid, cash
transfers/ handouts have influenced electoral outcomes tothepoint
(e DI that parties are in competition to outdo
one another — Here’s X's 32,300 to better

¥'s 72,100 that wasa step-up on Z's72,000.
There are in truth no winners in this
spiral of handouts. No voter anywhere in
the country can demand roti, kapda or
makaan of her govt — for in the form of
cash, it comes to her almost in charity in
: thegarbof welfare measures, regardless of
s = the governing party. The rhetoric ahead of
Delhi elections is no better. On the one hand, handouts all political
parties promiseare an indication of thelevel of need amongpeople.
On the other, such untrammelled rollouts are a sureshot way to
weaken the economy This is happening even in Delhi, India’s
richestcity It’s instructive that BJP hasassured voters there willbe

- norollback on existing schemes floated by AAP govt.

Where, theDelhivoter should ask, arethe publichospitals? Where
are the higher education institutes or the vocational colleges and
apprenticeships promised in some manifesto or the other but that
see little or no implementation? Why are roads so bad, and the air
worse? Tn Delhi, as elsewhere, political parties are promising to
deep dive into govt coffers for insta-politics, even as cities continue
fheir descent into becoming unliveable. Why draw attention to
creaking infra, water woes, garbage pile-ups when handing over
taxpayer’s cash is no skin off apolitical party’s back.
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Erode east bypell to be held on Feb 5

m_mﬁ_oa Commission on Tuesday announced that the bypoli for the
Erode East assembly constituency will be held on Feb 5. The seat
fell vacant following the death of Congress veteran EV K S Elangovan
on Dec14. The counting of votes will be held on Feb 8. The last date for
submitting nominations is Jan 17, while the deadline for withdrawal of
nominationsis Jan 20, the poll panel said.P 7
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EC nod to Feb 1
Budget, but

with riderson - WOMEN VOters

Delhi schemes

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With Union Bud-
get due to be presented in the
middle of Delhi assembly poll
campaign, Election Commis-
sion shall be directing Centre
to exclude any Delhi-specific
announcements in the Budget.

While the Budget is due to
be presented on Feb 1, voting in
Delhi will follow barely four
days later on Feb 5. When spe-
cifically asked if this could give
an opportunity to Centre to an-
nounce schemes and initia-
tives for Delhi in the-Budget,
potentially disturbing the lev-
el-playing field, CEC Rajiv Ku-

mar Tuesday saidno Delhi-spe-

cific announcements may be
included till theelectionisover.
Kumarsaid EC's “handsare
tied” when it comes to regulat-
ing “electionfreebies”. Empha-
sising the matter is sub-judice
inSC, hesaiditisdifficulttode-
termine what constituted a
“freebie”, as what is a “freebie”
for someone may be “entitle-
ment” for another. It was “high
time” that “accepted and legal
answers” were found, hesaid.
Referring to a proforma
suggested by EC to ensure
transparency regardingfinan-
cial implications of poll prom-
ises or “freebies”, Kumar said
people have right to be in-
formed of state’s fiscal health
whiledecidingtovotebased on
promised freebies. “It is neces-
sary to see what is the fiscal
healthof astate... What isdebt-

to-GDP ratio? How much will -

you borrow on that promise?
How much is the financial cost
of this promise?” he said. “We
cannot mortgage the future of
coming generations, this is a
very serious issue,” headded.
EC.had in 2022 proposed to
amend MCC to add a proforma
through which parties must
make disclosure regarding the
financial feasibility of prom-
ises made in their manifestos.

Dored 1 0R-CL262S

India’s electorate crosses 99cr,

Bharti.lain@timesoﬂndia.éom

New Delhi: India’s electoraie
has grown by 2.2% to over 99
crorefrom 96.9crore sincethe
last special summary revi-
sion of electoral rolls in 2024.
The 99 crore figure, as per fi-
nal rolls published so far for
33 states and UTs with Jan 1,
2025asthereference date, will
rise further as data for Naga-
land, Sikkim and UT of Chan-
digarh is based on draft rolls.
While the final roll for Na-
galand and Sikkim will be
published Tuesday, that for
Chandigarh is due to be pub-
lished on Jan10. Asper thelat-
est data of voters from across
36 states and UTs exclusively
accessed by TOI, as many as
50.7 crore of the over 99 crore
electors are male, while 48.3
crore are women and 48,870
belongto the third gender:
CEC Rajiv Kumar, while
sharing data from special
summary revision of electo-
ral rolls, said the country’s
electorate has already cross-

Zero tolerance for ‘disrespectful’

exceed 48cr mark

Country
i us 2024
| Indonesia 2023
| Brazil 2022
i Pa{(istan 2024
| Bangladesh 2024

ed the 99 crore-mark and is
nearing therecord figure of 1
billion. He added that the
country’s women voters
have, for the first time in the
history of electoral democra:
cy, grown to beyond 48 crore.
A comparison with data
from nationwide special sum:
mary revision of rolls with
Jan 1, 2024 as the reference
date shows a2.2% increase in
Indian electorate, 1.9% in
male electorate and a signifi-
cantly higher 2.5% rise in to-
tal number of women elec-
tors-over the past one year.
The electors to popula-

tion ratio has also improved
to 67.8 in Jan 2025 as com-
pared to 66.8 a year ago, as
has the gender ratio (female
electors per 1,000 male elec-

. tors) to 954 from 948 in 2024.

Statewise, updated electo-
ral rolls for 2025 show UP in
thelead with15.3crorevoters.
Maharashtra is next with a
total9.8 crore voters, followed
by Biharwith7.8crorevoters,
Bengal with 7.6 crore and Ta-
mil Nadu with 6.3 crore. In
terms of electors to popula-
tion ratio, Lakshadweep
leads at 82.2, followed by Ker-
alaat77.1and Bengal at75.1.

¢

remarks against women, says CEC

TiMes News NETWORK

New Delhi: CEC Rajiv Ku-
mar on Tuesday warned
members of political parties
and poll candidates against
making disrespectful re-
marks against women, say-
ing these can invite a repri-
mand from the Election
Commission and even a. di-
rectiontofileacriminal case.

However, he clarified that
action by EC against such re-
marks would only be “fromto-
day onwards”. This is be-
cause model code of conduct

has ¢ome. into force only on .

Tuesday, with announcement
of assembly polls in Delhi.
When asked about the al-

leged objectionable remarks
of netas like BJP candidate
from Kalkaji,Ramesh Bidhu-
ri, against Congress MP Pri-
vanka Gandhi, Kumar said
he, in general, strongly con-
demned degrading remarks
against women. “On one
hand we are trying to bring

more womento thebooth...If
you speak in such a manner
about mothers and sisters, it
isshameful,” the CEC added.

Highlighting that EC gui-
delines inthisregard are very
strict, Kumar said, “We will
notallow anybodytomakede-
grading . remarks against

women...We can reprimand
and file also a case (against
thosemakingsuch remarks)”.

Meanwhile, CEC called
upon political parties and
leaders to maintain a decent
discourse during campaigns
and “not cross lines that are

. being crossed world over”.

He warned that polarisation
during campaigns can leave
scars that may last forever,
“It.is necessary that cam- -

paigns are regulated (and)
partiesalsobecomesensitive
and responsive,” he advised,
adding that aggression dur-
ing campaigns sows seeds of
impatience and discourages
younger generations from
participating in elections.
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Since the election code of conducts is under force, the

mount above Rs.50000/ without proper documents will be
a seized - informs Erode District Collector.
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Control room opened for Erode East Assembly Constituency

By-election in Erode Corporation Office.
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After Assembly Constituency Reconfiguration, Erode East
Assembly Constituency faces 5" election.
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Acute vehicle checking by Flying squad throughout the night

in Erode East Assembly Constituency.
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Election Code of Conducts comes into force immediately

after the announcement of by-election date.
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Party leaders’ statues were veiled due to Erode East
Assembly Constituency By- electlon
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Political party advertisement banners were removed near
G.H. Erode under election code of conducts
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