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Residents of low-income neighbourhoods flay
delay in making corrections to electoral roll

Owing to inaccurately mentioned door numbers on the electoral roll, many residents did not get booth slips and were unable to vote in the

Parliamentary elections in 2024; they have demanded special camps to carry out the corrections ahead of the Assembly elections in 2026

Aloysius Xavier Lopez
CHENNAI

esidents in the
Rlow~income neigh-
bourhoods  that

were redeveloped by the
Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat
Development Board
(TNUHDB) have demanded
special camps to carry out
corrections related to door
numbers on the electoral

roll, ahead of the Assembly

elections in 2026.

Owing to inaccurately
mentioned door numbers
on the electoral roll, many
residents did not get booth
slips and were unable to
vote in the last Parliamen-
tary elections in 2024.

Due to this, many such

neighbourhoods  regis-
tered a low voter turnout.

But the Chennai Djstrict
Election Office has not
changed details about the
door numbers even after
the last elections.

Anna Nagar Ward 104
Councillor TV, Shemmozhi
said that the residents have
demanded the Chennai
District Election office to
correct the door number
of the houses mentioned
on the electoral roll.

Reduced voter turnout

“During the Parliamentary
elections, the voter tur-
nout was: around 35% at
N.V.N. Nagar, after the
houses were redeveloped.
Before the redevelopment,

When N.V.N. Na

was redeveloped, the
number of houses
went up from 540

to 840, which caused
difficulties for
booth-level officers
in tracing the houses

the voter turnout was
around 65%,” he said.

After the redevelop-
ment of the area, the door
numbers changed since
the number of houses in-
creased from 540 to 840,
as the old houses on 11
streets were demolished
for the construction of
three blocks. ~

Residents from other

areas were resettled to this
area.

As a result, the booth-le-
vel officers were not able to
trage the correct door
number. The distribution
of booth slips also became
a challenge.

‘Facilitate the changes’
“The booth level officers
and the booth level agents
should facilitate the chang-
es. Otherwise, the turnout
will be poor in the Assemb-
ly elections in 2026,” a resi-
dent said.

Meanwhile, Ward 84
Councillor J. John said that
many voters who have
shifted from the ward have
their names on the electo-
ral rolls.

Seeking remedy: Residents of redeveloped tenements want
booth -level officers to set right the inaccuracies in the poll roll.
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EC wraps up
consultative
meetings
with parties

. The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) has held nearly 5,000
meetings at the grassroots
level with political parties
across the country on all
pending issues, including
the updating of electoral
rolls.

The meetings come
amid allegations of dupli-
cate voter IDs and electoral
roll manipulations from
many political parties.

The engagements aim to
resolve any pending issues
by the competent authorit
within the existing legal
framework. Any issue, if
unresolved within the ex-
isting legal framework, will
be taken up by the
Commmission.
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In fresh outreach, EC"
holds ever 4.5K meets

DC CORRESPONDENT 3 TILL MARCH 31, 2
NEW DELHI, APRIL 1 total of 4,719 meetings

In its biggest engagement
drive with ‘political par-
ties, the Election
Commission (EC) conduct-
ed a series of - structured
engagements with them at
the level of electoral regis-
tration officer (ERO), dis-
trict election  officer
(DEO), and chief electoral
officer (CEO) across the
country: In a span of 25
days and till March 31, a
total of 4,719 meetings
were conducted, with 40
meetings by CEOs, 800 by
DEOs, and 3,879 by EROs,
engaging over 28,000 rep-
resentatives of political
parties nationwide, the EC
said on Tuesday:

_ Officials said the engage- |

ments are aimed to resolve
any pending issues by the
concerned competent
authority such as ERO or
DEO or CEO within the
existing legal framework
of the Representation of
the People Act 1950 and

were condueted, with 40
meetings by CEOs, 800
by DEOs, and 3,879 by
EROs, engaging over
28,000 representatives
of political parties
nationwide

1951; the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960; the
Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961 and the manu-
als, guidelines, and
instructions issued by EC
from time to time. -
“An action taken report
has been sought from all
state/UT CEOs for further
assessment and any issue,
if unresolved within the
existing legal framework,
will be taken up by the
commission. These
engagements have been
well received by political
parties, with active and
enthusiastic participation
across Assembly con--
stituencies, districts, and
states/UTs,” the EC said.
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ROUND UP

EC holds 5,000 meetings .
with political party reps

NEW DELHI: Seeking to resolve the
issues of political parties, the Election
Commission has held nearly, 5,000
meetings with their representatives
at different levels across the
country. In a span of 25 days, a
total of 4,719 meetings were held,
including 40 by state chief electoral
officers (CEOs), 800 by district elec-
tion officers, and 3,879 by electoral
registration officers. The process in-
volved engagements with over 28,000
representatives of political parties
nationwide, the Election Commission
(EC) said on Tuesday. The decision
to hold the meetings was taken ata
recent conference of CEOs held here,
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