‘ECmust cleartheajro

A mare broad-based selection panel for CEC will craate g

RMER Election Commis-
stoner (EC) Ashok Lavasa
Deaks to Preetha Nair
about rhecumz?l: controver-
s¥ on Epic duplication and
says the nru_vdocumenrmﬂahle
o weed itout is the uniqua iden-
titication number. Excerpts:

What's view on the row over
duplicate Election Phato
Idendty cards?
We have to look at 1t from WO
differenc points of wiew. The
complaint that has been fileg
concerns peaple having the
same Epic number. that is, more
than one person having the
same Epic number. The Elec.
tion Commission has alsg 1c-
knowledged that the probiem
exists and is orving o resalve it
[tis a welcome sign, and the is-
Sue should not be peliticised.
Theother issue is de-duplica-
tion, which the EC has been ar.
tempting for a long time. One
problem is nne person having
one Epic number registaring
imseif in more than one place,
and meot}zerismpeop{ermv-
ing the same Epic numbey. We
need to believe what the CEC
has said - that they will try to
2nsure that avery voter has 1
unique Epic number:

ECI said it's a legacy fssue.
How can it be ?
The ECI is righr. Earlier the
registration system
was with the state chiet alec.

ERDNE‘I‘mquizueverysmle
@ have a different sertos. How-
ever, re; ing the de-duplica.
tion issue. the EC has g devise
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2 mechanism o identify which
elector [s regisiering at mora
than one placa,

The ECIis sot to link the
voter ID card with L
This is at variance with jts
earlier position thar linkage
could be optional,

The only document available to
weed out tha duplication of vot-
r cards is the unique (dentif-
cation number {UID). So, it you
link Aadhaar with the electoral
roll that is the only possible way
o assignany uniqueness to the
votar list or the Epic uniess
some ather viable technical
imethodology is found,

Many have raised concerns
about privacy infringement,
voter profiling, ete,

The Aadhaar Act does not make
having an Aadhaar mandatory:
The EChasheld, and in my view;
the right to vore isnot dependent
on having an Aadhaar That
should be separated. ;

@ de-duplicate. Thar doesn’t
mean you can deny somebody
the right to be included in the
etectoral [ist if they are sligible,

Shouldn't it be opdonal?
I you: make ¢ optionmal, It can-
not be used as a screening
mechanism. The debate should
be on how to de-duplicate, A5
faras the present system i con-
cerned, this is the aniy way be.
cause Aadhaar has biometrics.
We nzed 10 ask ourselves a
question: What harm can pe
caused to a voter if it is identi.
fied that she i5 the unique per.
0 1

—

provided for in the law.

Opposition parties flagged
con:nri:lu a:]m the alleged o
surge ectors during the
Assembly polls in Mahar-
ashtra and Delhi. How will
one explain the surge?
Identifying the votar’s unique-
ness isanamwur:olhntpmb—
lem because one person is not
supposed to have
more than one
Aadhaar. Re-
Zard Ln’g cge ¥
3urge in the
number of elec. T
tors. the EC must
explain why the
number of electors. registerad
increased abnarmaly. That i
one part of the story

The question is how to de-gu-
plicate them if these people
were inanoth-
er place and were also enrolled
here.'i‘heECisa.l.rudyin con-
sultation with political parties
and technical departments, So
they have to come up with a so-
lution b

3on registered on the
roll” The privacy of er Aad-
haar can still be Drotecred as

arealready
98 crore registered vatars. We
don’c know how many people

could be registered in more
than ane place: the same person
registered in more than one
place. In my view, Aadhaar is
the only document that can be
used for de-duplicarion.

The Opposition has been
alleging of manipulation
of EVMs. Are they suscepti-
ble to it?
These ars two
different ques-
tions - whether
EVMs have
been manipy.
lated and if
they can be ma-
Ripulated.
Since these mattersare in court,
the EC will come up with its ex.
planation and lec the courts de-
cide. There have been over
40 cases in the courts on this.
The court hajs given neither an
opinion nor judgment against
the EVMs or suggestions that
are manipulated.
On the question of whether
EVMs can be manipulated
in the furure, [ feef that the EC,
along with the stakeholders,
must continuously review the

nsurgeinelectors’

reater confidenca, says former EC Ashok Lavasa

Systems to plug any loopholes.

The Opposition wants 100%
verification of VVPAT slips.
Let the EC talk ro the stakehold-
ers, and if' they think this will
create confldence, then they can
30{or 100% counting of slips in
ane or iwo random assembly
cansti i courts have
increased VVpAT verification
to five random EVMs in sach
Assembly segment, and no dis-
crepancy has been found so far
The slectoral process is about
building confidence.

How can the trust deficit
between the EC and the
Opposition be bridged?

IV's about engaging with the
stakeholders, their con-
cerns seriously, and respond.
Transparency will create mors
coniidence.

CEC and ECs appointment
under the new law is being

panel will create grearar
(v ence,

Your view on ‘One Nation,
One Election’
{rlsusanﬂalmcumidarwhem.'
er the administrative gains or
the management efficiency
through simi us elections
is beneficial. [don't see how an
election in Kerala or Nagaland
affects any ather state.

The provisions in the draft
bill say tharrm the e\';?t of a
Zovernment falling in the mig-
dle of its tenure, there will be 1
new election, bur it will be for 3
curtailed period. If they are
still nat ruling out the possibil-
Ity of elections taking place,
it'sof noadvantage.
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