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Amid allegations, only 89 primary and one final
appeal filed to contest electoral rolls nationwide

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Even as numerous Opposi-
tion parties have made
charges of voter roll ma-
nipulation, there have
been hardly any appeals
filed by them on inclusion
or exclusion of voters after
the publication of the Spe-
cial Summary Revision
(SSR) of the electoral rolls.

As per reports filed by
the Chief Electoral Officers
(CEO) of 36 States and Un-
ion Territories, accessed
by The Hindu, there have
been 89 primary appeals
and only one final appeal
made before the Maha-
[ rashtra Assembly polls.
Since the Lok Sabha elec-
tions held in 2024 and till
after the final publication
of the SSR on January 7 this
year, no other appeal had
been made by any political

Constant change: The electoral roll is in a state of continuous
update throughout the year. FILE PHOTO

party in any other State.
The reports filed by the
CEOs take into considera-
tion the countrywide SSR
of electoral rolls in nearly
10.5 lakh polling booths
and all 4,123 Assembly con-
stituencies of the country.
It also includes the SSR
which was specifically
done for States and Union
Territories that went for

Assembly elections after
the Lok Sabha election in
2024, including Maharash-
tra, Haryana, and Delhi.
The electoral roll is in a
state of continuous update
throughout the year, ex-
cept during an election in a
constituency for a period
from the last date of filing
nominations to completion
of the election process.

With an amendment made
in the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, four
qualifying dates — January
1, April 1, July 1, and Octob-
er 1 - have come into effect
in a calendar year in place
of one qualifying date of Ja-
nuary 1. However, the An-
nual Summary Revision
with all pre-revision activi-
ties is conducted with refe-
rence to January 1 of the
year only, in which the roll
is finally published, as the
qualifying date.

Section 24 of the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, 1961, said appeals con-
testing the inclusion or ex-
clusion of names on electo-
ral rolls can first be filed
with the District Magistrate
(DM) and then with the
Chief Electoral Officer. Un-
der Rule 27 of the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules,
1960, the first appeal to the

DM can be filed within 15
days of the order of the
Electoral Registration Of-
ficer, and the second ap-
peal to the CEO can be filed
within 30 days of the order
of the DM. However, the
delay in filing an appeal
can be condoned by DM
and/or CEO as per the pro-
viso of Rule 27.

Ever since the Maha-
rashtra Assembly poll re-
sults brought the BJP-led
Mahayuti back to power,
the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi has been alleging
that there was an unnatu-
rally large number of peo-
ple added to the list in five
months since the Lok Sab-
ha polls.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, had claimed
that 39 lakh names were
added to the rolls before
the Assembly elections.
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