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Opinion poll predicts”
win for DMK in bypoll

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

An opinion poll conducted
by People Studies has
predicted victory for the
DMK in the byelection to
the Erode (East) Assembly
constituency, scheduled
for February 5,

The survey was taken
from a sample size of 1,470
respondents in the consti-
tuencybetween]anuaryzs
and 31. About 59.5% of the
respondents  said they
would vote for the DMK;
17.6% said they did not
want to vote; and 16.7%
said they would vote for
the NTK. People Studies
Director S. Rajanayagam,
and Deputy Director Siry.
malar Jegan released the
results of the opinion poll
on Sunday. With respect to
parties that have decided
to boycott the byelection,
the survey said that of the
supporters and voters of

the ATADMK, 39.2% were
going to vote for the DMK,
and 19.5% for the NTK. The
remaining were not inter-
ested in casting their votes.

About 57.9% of the BJP
members or those support
the party favoured the
DMK candidate, and 17.6%,
the NTK’s. About 35.8% of
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
members and those who
support the party would
vote forthe NTK, and 15.2%
for the DMK, the survey
has revealed.

Issues concerning the
Goods and Services Tax,
Sewage management, elec-
tricity supply and drinking
water were among the top.
constituency-level jssues
highlighted by the respon-
dents. Allegations of cor-
ruption in government de-
partments, deterioration
of law and order, and
caste-based issues were
among the top State-level
issues raised.
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AAP launches
‘Amit Shah ki
gundagardr
campaign

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday alleged that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) attacked people who
did not vote for it, and
called the alleged act “Amit
Shah ki gundagardi [hooli-
ganism]”. He urged Delhi-
ites to rise against such al-
leged attacks.

“To give voice to Delhi’s
outrage, we are launching
a hashtag today: #Amit-
ShahKiGundagardi. I urge
the people of Delhi - if you
or someone you know has
been subjected to violence,
threats, abuse, or intimida-
tion, to use this hashtag
and report the incident on
Twitter. Even if you haven’t
personally experienced it
but are aware of such an
event, post about it under
this hashtag,” he said.

On Sunday, he wrote to
the Election Commission
(EC) to appoint indepen-
dent observers in his New
Delhi Assembly consti-
tuency, alleging an attack
on his party workers ahead
of the polls.

“Special election obser-
vers should be deployed to
monitor police activity on
the night before polling
day and prevent any un-
lawful detentions, especial-
ly in the sensitive areas,”
he said in the leter.
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Cong. forms panel
to monitor ‘conduct
of free and fair polls’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday

- constituted an eight-mem-

ber committee — Empo-
wered Action Group of
Leaders and Experts (EA-
GLE) — to monitor the con-
duct of free and fair elec-
tions by the Election
Commission (EC).

The move comes more
than two months after the
Maharashtra  Assembly
election results, when the
party, pointing out the vast
difference in the voting
pattern between the Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions, had raised a red flag
on possible electoral fraud.

The committee will first
take up the Maharashtra
“voters’ list manipulation”
issue, and submit a de-
tailed report to the leader-
ship at the earliest, the par-
ty said in a statement.

The panel includes Con-
gress treasurer Ajay Maken
and senior leaders Digvi-
Singhvi, Praveen Chakra-
varty, and Pawan Khera.
Gurdeep Singh Sappal, Ni-
tin Raut, and Challa Vam-
shi Chand Reddy are part
of the panel.

Besides Maharashira,
EAGLE will analyse past
elections in other States,
and “proactively monitor
upcoming elections” and
all other issues related to

The committee will first take up
the Maharashtra “voter list
manipulation’ issue,

the conduct of “free and

fair elections in the coun-

try”, a press note signed by

the party’s General Secre- |

tary (Organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal said. It will also
closely monitor the up-
coming Delhi Assembly
election, scheduled for Fe-
bruary 5.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, while address-
ing Congress leaders at the
inauguration of the new
party headquarters on Ja-
nuary 15, had alleged there
has been an increase of
nearly one crore voters
between Maharashtra Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions, but the EC is neither

answering the queries

raised nor giving the lists of
voters.

is a “serious problem” with
the country’s election sys-
tem and urged the EC to
ensure there is transparen-
cy in elections.

He further alleged there |
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Only 2% of residents
informed of multiple
entries on voter list
respond to notices

The Hindu Bureaun
CHENNAI

Most of the residents in the
Assembly constituencies of
Chennai have not respond-
ed to the notices from elec-
tion officials about multi-
ple entries on electoral
rolls.

Many even complained
that they received notices
even though their names
were not registered in mul-
tiple locations. V. Ka-
makshi of Velachery said
she got a notice showing
details of several other
electors in other districts.
“I have explained to offi-
cials that I have not regis-
tered in other areas, and
the information generated
by the system was wrong,”
she said.

Anna Nagar councillor
TV. Shemmmozhi said ma-
ny residents who had re-
ceived notices were con-
fused about what to do and
have started visiting coun-
cillors” offices for clarifica-
tions. Owing to this, only
around 2% of the city resi-
dents who received the
notices have responded.

Of the 2,88,603 Chennai
residents identified to have
multiple entries on electo-
ral rolls, the notices have
not been delivered to

1,22,318 and were returned
to the Electoral Registra-
tion Officer’s offices in the
Assembly constituencies of
the city. This comprises ov-
er 42% of the notices. The
Postal Department said
this was because the per-
sons were not found at the
specified addresses.

“We will send booth-le-
vel officers to the address-
es for verification before
deleting the names of the
electors from the rolls,”
said an official. The system
has generated the list of
multiple entries by screen-
ing the name, father’s
name, age, gender, and ad-
dress. A period of 15 days
starting from the date of is-

-sue of notice has been pro-

vided to the electors to res-
pond, said an official.

Velachery  Assembly
constituency has the lar-
gest number of undeli-
vered notices with 13,465
of 24,642 residents not
found at the addresses
specified on the electoral
rolls.

Harbour Assembly con-
stituency has the lowest
number of undelivered
notices. Of the 8,252 resi-
dents identified there,
2,597 notices were undeli-
vered while 239 residents
have replied.
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Kejriwal: BJP plotting
to strip shum-dwellers
of their voting rights

SANJAY KAW [DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 2

As the high-octane election-
eering comes to a close on
Monday, AAP national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal has
claimed that there is a “big
conspiracy” to disenfran-
chise slum dwellers and
economically weaker sec-

their votes on polling day.
Taking a jibe at the BJP,
Mr Kejriwal went on, “If
the BJP comes fo power,
your slums will not be
saved. They will demolish
them and hand over the
land to their rich friends.
But if you strengthen my
hands and the AAP forms
the governmeni, we will

first
‘Maharashira voters’ list
. manipulation issue and

tions ahead of the - mot let anyone's slum be
Assembly elections in demolished.”
Delhi on February 5. - Delhi’s high-decibel poll

campaign has witnessed a
-war of narratives between
 the competing BJF and the
AAP to win over residents
slums in the city, which

In a video message on
Sunday, the former chief
he had received multiple
calls from residents of ser-

- "misleading" people by ' Town, Rajendra Nagar,
saying that the: Election Sangam Vihar, Badarpur,
Commission will facilitate Tughlakabad, Ambedkar
voting from home while Nagar, * Seemapuri,
applying indelible ink on Babarppur, Trilokpuri,
their fingers, effectively Kondli, Okhla, Moti Nagar,
barring them from casting Madipur, §

(ongress forms
panel ‘Eagle’ to
monitor polls
conduct hy EC

New Delhi, Feb. 2: The
Congress on Sunday set
up an eight-member com-
mittee — empowered
action group of leaders
and experts (Eagle) — fo
‘monitor the conduet of
free and fair elections by
the Election Commission
(EC). :

The committee will
‘take up the

" submit a detailed report

to the leadership at the
earliest, the party said in
a statement.

The panel includes
Congress treasurer Ajay
Maken and senior lead-
ers Digvijay Singh,
Abhishek Singhvi,
Praveen Chakravarty

" and Pawan Khera.

Besides, Gurdeep Singh

" Sappal, Nitin Raut and

Challa - Vamshi Chand
Reddy are also part of the
panel. Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge

& Full report P7

‘Eagle’: Cong forms

panel to monitor
poll conduct by EC

New Delhi, Feb. 2: The
Congress on Sunday set
up an eight-member com-
mittee empowered
action group of leaders
and experts (Eagle) — to
monitor the conduct of
free and fair elections by
the Election Commission

(EC).

- LEADER OF the
Opposition in the Lok
sabha Rahul Gandhi had
last month alleged that
there is a “serious prob-
lem” with the country’s
election system, and
that EC needs to ensure
transparency in polls

The committee will first
take up the Maharashtra
voters’ list manipulation
jssue and submit. a
detailed report to the
leadership at the earliest,
the party said in a state-
ment.

The panel, includes
Congress treasurer Ajay
Maken and senior leaders
Digvijay Singh, Abhishek
Singhvi,
Chakravarty and Pawan
Khera. Besides, Gurdeep

Praveen

Singh Sappal, Nitin Raut
and Challa Vamshi Chand

‘Reddy are also part of the

panel. :

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has
constituted an empow-
ered action group of lead-
ers and experts (Eagle)
with immediate effect to
monitor the conduct’ of
free and fair elections by
the EC, the statement
said.
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Erode by-poll: Focus shifts to voter turnout

N RAVIKUMAR | DC
CHENNAI, FEB. 2

As the campaign to the
Erode East by-poll comes
to an end on Monday
evening, the spotlight is on
the possible voter turnout
which will give an indica-
tion if the voters of the
ATADMK and BJP have
stayed away from the elec-
tions since the two parties
have boycotted the poll.

“When the by-poll was
held in 2023, the con-
stituency recorded 74.79
percent voting and the
ATADMK with BJP sup-
port secured 25.75 percent

votes. Congress candidate -

E.VK.S. Elangovan
received 64.58 percent
votes in the by-poll.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the DMK gar-
nered 56.58 percent votes
- while the ATADMK got
22.73 percent votes in the
Erode East assembly seg-
ment. The Tamil Maanila
Congress (TMC) with the
BJP support polled 8.35
percent votes while the
polling percentage was 67.
The by-poll on February 5

State
Naam Thamizhar Katchi

is boycotted by both the’
ATADMK and the BJP.

If the voters of both the
ATADMK

polling percentage is cer-
tain to witness a dip. If the
polling percentage is nor-
mal, who gained from the
votes of the two parties
will arise.

With the boycott of the
by-poll by Key parties,
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin

and other major DMK lead-
ers and ministers did not
campaign in Erode East.
The party has entrusted
the entire campaign to
local leader and minister S.
Muthusamy who is leading
a door-to-door campaign.
The only other party with
recognition, the

(NTK) continues to harp
on criticism of Dravidian
icon E.VR. Periyar and
seeking votes using the
name of LTTE Ileader
Velupillai Prabhakaran.
Countering NTK leader
Seeman’s campaign, the
other pro-Tiger outfits sup-
porting the DMK are cam-
paigning in Erode East say-

g and BJP stayed-
away from the by-poll, the

ing that Seeman’s claim of
proximity to the LTTE
leader is false. The parties
are showing the videos of
documentary cameramen
S.R. Santosh who stated
the photograph of Seeman
with Prabhakaran is a
fake. Although LTTE used
to photograph and take
videos of all the meetings
with its leader, the Tiger
leadership asked Santosh
not to give the photograph' ;]
to Seeman as it could be
misused, the cameramen
had said in an interview to
a Tamil television channel.

The screening of the
videos and the distribution
of pamphlets by pro-Tiger
outfits backing the DMK
resulted in a clash in Erode
East on Sunday. The pam-
phlets distributed by the
Thanthai Periyar Dravidar
Kazhagam, a breakaway
group of the Dravidar
Kazhagam showed Seeman
clad in saffron dress
evoked strong opposition
from the NTK supporters
who raised slogans against
Periyar. This resulted in a
scuffle and police pacified
both the groups. .
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Govt gears up to counter Oppn
on ‘One Nation One Election’

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @New Delhi

THE BJP-led NDA government
is intensifying its efforts to
gain support for the ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ (ONOE) ini-

tiative. Recently, the NDA held 58
a meeting to strategise on how

to counter Opposition and
present the significant Bill.
According to a senior BJP
leader, the government’s focus
remains on addressing all legal
hurdles of the proposal to en-
sure smooth implementation.
The cabinet has already ap-
proved the One Nation, One
Election Bill. Sources indicate
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has directed his minis-
ters to take the message direct-
ly to the public to explain the
necessity and potential benefits
~ of the ONOE system, particu-
larly in terms of reducing elec-
tion-related costs, improving
governance efficiency, and
aligning the electoral cycle for
a more streamlined process.
“The government is optimis-
tic that by engaging with the
public about the bill’s advan-
tages, they can build wide-
spread support, overcoming
Opposition concerns and legal
challenges that may arise,” said
a source, adding that the NDA

Indo-Japanese film on Ramayana screening in House

Following PM Narendra Modi's mention of the 1993 Japanese-Indian
animation film ‘Ramayana: The Legend of Prince Rama’ during his radio
broadcast ‘Mann Ki Baat' recently, a special screening of the film is
scheduled for lawmakers in Parliament on February 15. Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, MPs and other guests will attend the screening.

allies would, after wider con-
sultation, reach out to people.
A source also said that the
BJP’s strategic move aims to
present a unified front and
counter any challenges posed
by Opposition parties. After the
Waagf Amendment Bill, which
has been widely criticised, the
NDA leaders are keen to em-
phasise the positive aspects of
the ONOE ahead of the next

general elections, due in 2029.

As the ONOE Bill is another
major legislative priority, the
NDA government will proceed
cautiously, taking all allies into
confidence. “This bill proposes
a synchronised schedule for
state and national elections, .,
aiming toreduce the frequency
of elections, lower costs, and
streamline the electoral proc-
ess,” a BJP leader said.
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As electioneering nears end,

v

NTK, TPDK members clash

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Erode

ON the penultimate day of
Erode East bypoll campaign,
functionaries of Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK) and members of
Thanthai Periyar Dravidar Ka-
zhagam (TPDK) got intoa scuf-
fle on Sunday.

When NTK candidate M K
Seethalakshmi and party cadre
were seeking support near the
PS Park area CSI church, TPDK
members protested against
NTK chief Seeman for ‘insult-
ing’ Periyar. Thisled toa scuffle
between the two sides. Police
intervened and brought the sit-
uation under control.

Bsed on a complaint filed by a
flying squad officer; Erode town
police registered a case under
Sections 191 (2), 174, and 132 of
BNSS against Seethalakshmi
and 50 others for holding a cam-
paigning in the PS Park area
without proper permission.

Meanwhile, District Election
Officer Raja Gopal Sunkara
said in a release, “All election
campaigns should be wrapped
up by 6 pm Monday. Campaign
should not be conducted
through any means of commu-
nication like television, cin

NTK and TPDK members got into scuffle in Erode on Sunday | exeress

AIADMK, BJP in proxy
battle with DMK: CM

CHENNAL: CM MK Stalin, in a
\etter to party cadre, said the
AIADMK and the BJP are unable
to directly fight with the DMK and
have opted to boycott the bypoll
to Erode East by making baseless

_ allegations. He alleged that they

have engaged a few fringe
elements to wage a proxy battle.
Stalin expressed optimism that
voters of Erode East will deliver a
resounding victory to the DMK. He
further described the by-election
victory as a precursor to the
DMK’s larger goal of securing 200
seats in the 2026. “Let this
election result serveas a
testament to people’s trustin
good governance, in the land of
Periyar,” he said. ENS

text messages, etc. Cadres from
other districts should leave the
constituency within the given
time. The administration
should ensure that there are no
outsiders in marriage halls,
community halls, private lodg-
ings and guest houses. Vehicle
permits already issued to candi-
dates for campaigning will also-
expire at 6 pm on Monday.”
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Cong sets up
‘EAGLE’ panel
to monitor EC’s
conduct of polls

PREETHA NAIR @ NewDelhi

DAYS before the Delhi Assem-
bly elections, the Congress on
Sunday set up an eight-mem-
ber panel—Empowered Action
Group of Leaders and Experts
(EAGLE)— to monitor the con-
duct of free and fair elections
by the Election Commission.

“It is a very serious message
from Congress that the Elec-
tion Commission is a constitu-
tional body, and so far, its con-
duct has not been in line with
its constitutional responsibili-
ties of conducting free and fair
elections,” senior Congress
leader Praveen Chakravarty
told this newspaper. “The group
will coordinate and ensure that
the EC is held responsible for.
the conduct of free and fair
elections,” Chakravarty said.

Congress treasurer Ajay
Maken and senior leaders Digv-
ijaya Singh, Abhishek Singhvi,
Chakravarty, and Pawan Khera
are members of the panel.

According to a statement,
the panel will firstlook into the
alleged manipulation of Ma-
harashtra voters’ list.

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi alleged that there has
been an increase of nearly one
crore voters in Maharashtra
between the Lok Sabha and As-
sembly elections, adding that
“something wrong” has taken
place.
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Cong’s panel to monitor
‘conduct of polls’ by EC

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Ahead of theFeb3
Delhi assembly elections, Con-
gresson Sunday announcedan
eight-member commitiee (0
“monitor the conduct of free
and fair po
Commission.
The party’s ‘Empo-
wered Action Group of
Leaders and Experis
(EAGLE) willfirsttake J
up the alleged “manip-
ulation” of Maharash- 4
tra voters’ list and sub-
mit a detailed report to the
Congress brass at the earliest,
aparty statement said.
Congress treasurer Ajay
Maken and senior functionar-
ies Digvijaya Singh, Abhishek
Singhvi, Pawan Khera, Pra-
veen Chakravarty, Gurdeep
Singh Sappal, Nitin Raut and
Challa Vamshi Chand Reddy
are part of the commitiee con-

” by Election

stituted by party president
Mallikarjun Kharge.

Thecommittee, inthestate-
ment said, “will also analyse
past elections in other states
and proactively monitor up-
coming elections and all other
issuesrelatedto the conduct of
freeandfairelectionsin
thecountry™.

According to Con-
b gress sources, it was felt
& | thatitwastimetocreate

1 anoverarchinggroupio
monitor elections as
there were complaints
coming from different states
during election time about is-
sues suchas voters’ lists which
needed deeper analysis.

On Jan 15, Rahul Gandhi
had said, “I clearly stated that
something went wrong in the
Maharashtraelections. Weare
uncomfortable with the way
Election Commission oper-
ates.”
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NTK, PDK clash over
flyers on Seeman

Times NEws NETWORK

Erode: A minorscuffle erupt-
ed between Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK) cadres and
members of the Periyar Dra-
vida Kazhagam (PDK) after
the Periyarists distributed
flyers witha photo of Seeman
along with BJP’s lotus sym-
bol outside a church near
Panneerselvam  Park in
Erodeon Sunday. !

The byelection for the
Erode East assembly constit-
uency isscheduled for Feb5.

The campaigni willend
onMondayevening.Atotalof
46 candidates, including
DMK candidate VC Chandhi-
rakumar and NTK candidate
M K Seethalakshmi, are ac-
tively campaigning.

On Sunday, Seethalaksh-
mi and her party members
were canvassingfor votes out-
sidetheCSIChurchnear?an‘
neerselvam Park.

During this time, some
PDK members arrived and
handed out flyers endorsing
the DMK candidate.

The NTK members were
outraged after seeing NTK

chief coordinator Seeman’s
image on the flyer with NTK

mbol on one side and the
BJPsymbol on theother. This
sparked a heated exchange
between the two groups. Po-
lice, present for security,
stepped in and pacified the
two groups.

However, PDK members
continued to distribute the
flyers at the Panneerselvam
Park, prompting NTK mem-
bers to scuffle with them. Po-
lice intervened to halt the
conflict and escorted the PDK
members away from the area.



P - NESe T
iDo&uJ: 02 .pa.2o025

Kejri wants spl EC |
observers in his seat

NEW DELHI: AAP supremo
Arvind Eejriwal has alleged
attack on his party workers
ahead of the Delhi assembly
polls and demanded that the
Election Commission appoint
independent observers in his
New Delhi constituency.

In a letter to the Election Com-
mission, Kejriwal stated that,
“With constant assault on AAP
volunteers the Election Commis-
sion should arrest BJP workers
allegedly involved in such :
incidents.” ;
However, No immediate reaction
was available from the BJP and
the Delhi Police over Kejriwal's
claims. In the letter, the former
Delhi chief minister also cited
some alleged incidents of attack
on AAP workers in his New Del-
hi constituency.

AAP MLA Mohinder Goyal
was allegedly assaulted during a

public rally in Ro-
¢ hini area here on

Saturday.
The incident
took place when
Goyal, the Aam
Aadmi Party
(AAP) candidate from the
Rithala Assembly seg-
ment, was interacting
with the local residents
of Pocket H in Sector 11.

Rajya Sabha MP San-
jay Singh on Saturday

wrote a letter to the Election
Commission, alleging that the
BJP workers assaulted AAP
workers and tried to stop them
from campaigning in the New
Delhi constituency.

Kejriwal is pitted against
BJP's Parvesh Verma and
Sandeep Dikshit of the Con-
gress in a friangular contest in
the New Delhi constituency.
Voting for the 70-member Dethi
Assembly will be held on Feb-
ruary 5. Results will be de-
clared after counting of votes
on February 8. :

With constant assault

on AAP volunteers

the Election Commission
should arrest BJP workers
who are allegedly involved in
such incidents

-~ Arvind Kejriwal
AAP supremo
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EC vested with J
probe partie

cHENNAL The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) is inherently
vested with legislative and
judicial powers, and hence
there is no bar on it probing .
into the amendments and
resolutions adopted by a
political party when a rep-
resentation made in this regard,
the commission submitted
before the Madras High Court.

Responding to the petition moved
by AIAD) general secrefary
Edappadi K Palaniswami, the
commission said the party moved
the High Court ina “presumptive
and premature way”, without dis-

closing the background in full.

In the petition that came up for
hearing before a division bench of
Justice R Subramanian and Jus-
tice C Kumarappan, EPS sought 2
direction restraining the ECI from
its quaSi-judicial proceedings
based on several representations.

Accepting the affidavit submif-
ted by the ECL the bench posted the
matter to February 6 for heu::rding: ;

KC Palanisamy,
Adityan made representations be-
fore the EC against Palaniswami's
alection as the general secretary of

g’ resolutions:

udicial power, can

Poll body

ATADMK. The High Cowrt has al-
ready directed the commission {0
decide the plea of an individual,
rthi, who moved a peti-
tion seeking to freeze the Two
leaves symbol, as several civil
suits against ATADMK are pending.

Based on the representations
and also the High Court’s direc-
tion asking it to decide on the
representations, the Election
Commission initiated proceed-
ings. Aggrieved by the notices
issued by the ECI for quasi-judi-
cial proceedings, - Palaniswami
moved the petition claiming that
the Election Commission does
not have such powers.
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