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Chandhirakumar of DMK 4
sworn in as Erode East MLA

V.C. Chandhirakumar of the DMK was sworn in
as the Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA)
from Erode (East) on Monday. Speaker
M. Appavu administered the ecath in his chamber,
in the presence of Chief Minister M.K. Stalin and
others. Speaking to reporters, Mr.
Chandhirakumar said: “I believe in the principles
of Periyar but at the same time, I'm not without

E religious belief.” He said he dedicated his victory

' to the Chief Minister and the Deputy Chief

Minister and thanked the Erede (East) voters for
choosing him. With Mr. Chandhirakumar being
elected, the ruling DMK has 133 MLAs (excluding
the Speaker) in the 234-member Assembly.




DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, FEB. 10

The newly elected MLA
from Erode East constit-
uency, V € Chandrakumar,
was sworn in as a member
of the House on Monday by
the Speaker M Appavu at
his chamber in the
Assembly in the presence
of Chief Minister M K
Stalin, Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin, VCK president Thol
Thirumavalavan and other
State Ministers. .
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New DMK MLA of Erode East takes oath

A statement from the
Assembly secretary K Sri-
nivasan said that the
Speaker administered the
oath in accordance with the
Constitution at 10.22 am.

Speaking to the media,
Chandrakumar said that
he would fulfil the promis-
es that he gave to the people
in a year’s time and that his

yictory wasa harbinger for

a total sweep by the DMK in
2026 Assembly polls. Whet-
her the opponents came to
the elecforal battle individ-
ually or together, they

would be defeated, he said.
The election of Chandr-
akumar has taken the
DMK’s strength in the 234-
member Assembly to 133,
while its major ally the
Congress had 18 members.
Other allies have a total of 8
members — VCK 4, CPI 2
and CPM 2. In the opposi-
tion benches, the AIADMK
has 66 members, PMK 5
and the BJP 4. The Speaker;
who the election as a DMK
candidate, is unattached.
Describing the victory of
Chandrakumar was a reaf-

firmation that the State
was a land of social justice,
Thirumavalavan said the
boycott of the polls by the
ATADMK was due to a con-
spiracy by the Sangh Par-
ivar and proof of the secret
dealé‘l‘%ween the ATADMK

and BJE. 3

i valavan said that
he placed four demands to
the Chief Minister, whom
he met in the Secretariat,
one of them related to the
Vengaivayal issue, where
the people of the village felt

that the victims of the

crime had been victimized
against as perpefuators of
the crime.

The present FIR on the
case was not final, he said,
adding that the other dem-
ands pertained to ensuring
the promotion of govern-
ment officers belonging to
the Scheduled Castes and
Tribes though Section 164-a
of the Constitution, put an

end to caste violence agai-

nst SC/ST people and a
commission of enquiry by
a retired judge into the
Vengaivayal issue.
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SC: Should convicts be barrecpl
for life from contesting polls:

i i the
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Act: Person eligible to
contest polls 6 yrs after

serving out sentence

»FomP1 ,

tsaidif thegovtand ECdo

not file their responses

within the stipulated pe-
riod, it would still proceed
with the matter and posted
further hearing on March 4.

UnderRP Act, apersonis
eligible to contest elections
six years after he has served
out the sentence awarded to
him upon conviction in a
criminal case or one con-
cerning moral furpitude or
corruption. Appearing for
the petitioner; senior advo-
cate VikasSingh gave theex-
ample of a convicted crimi-
nal net being eligible for a
peen’s job in govt but being
eligible, six years after com-
pletion of prison term, to be
alawmaker.

Drawing the court’s at-
tention to rising erimes by
juveniles, Singh said even if
held guilty for murder; a ju-
venile aged 17 would not get
imprisonment of more than
three years. This means, by
the age of 26, he would be eli-
gibletocontestelectionsand
if backed by apolitical party;
he would stand afair chance
of becomingalawmaker.

Though this example
caught the bench’s imagina-
tion, Justice Manmohan ap-
peared more aware of
ground realities and machi-
nations of convicted politic-
ians in getting around even
the six-year ban, making

Tamil Nadu's
additional -
advocate general
Amit Anand Tiwari
said the main
stakeholders,
national and state
parties, should be
given notice for

thei
their wives either the chief
minister or lawmaker. “We
must not do something that
would provide another ruse
for politicians to retain con-
trol through remote con-
trol,” he said. 4

Amicus curide and se-
nior advocate Vijay Hansa-
ria supported the petition
and told the court that the
time had come to test the
constitutional validity of
certain parts of Sections §
and 9 of RP Act thatallowed
a convicted criminal/poli-
tician to enter/re-enter the
politicalarena.

Tamil Nadu’s additional
advocate general Amit
Anand Tiwari said themain
stakeholders, national and
state parties, should be giv-
en notice for their re-
sponses. The bench said
these days SC proceedings
were widely reported and it
would hear arguments from
all stakeholders, whosoever
decided to address the court
onthisissue.



THE EW [VDIAN EXPRESS
pobed: (1. p2. 2026

Bipolarcontestand
minorities in urban polls

After the 2023 Assembly and 2024
L ok Sabha elections, Chhattisgarh is
anceagalnprepaﬂnefuramther‘
elaction — the urban body polls.
This election is expected tobea
contest prmarily between the ruling
BJP and the opposition Congress.
Thepalﬁcipaﬁoncinﬁnoriﬁgs,mﬂ\e
v electgﬁ!pmcssalemnsually -

tickets to Muslim candidates and
the BIP's share for Muslimfaces s
parely 0.73%.
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Chandrakumar takes
oath as legislator in the

presence of CM
48

CHENNAI: V€ Chandrakumar,
who won the Erode East bypoll
by a thumping margin of over
90,000 votes, on Monday
formally assumed oath as the
MEA of the constituency.

Speaker M Appavit administered
the Oath of Office to VC Chandra-
kumar at his chamber in the As-
sembly Secretariat on Monday
morning. Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin, State Irrigation Minister Du-
i an, Deputy Chief Minis-
tor Udhayanidhi Stalin, VCK presi-
dent Thol Tirumavalavan and Ta-
mil Nadu Congress Commitiee
(INCC) president K Selvaperun-
thagai were among the leaders who
were present when Chandhiraku-
mar assumed office as the MLA of
the urban Erode constituency.
With 46 candidates in the poll
fray, DMK’s Chandrakumar

times, OWing o of
osition parties, main-

or 0]

ly the AIADME. The bypoll te
Erode East was necessitated for
the second time in four years
due to the demise of its MLA
EVES Elangovan on December
14, 2024. Elangovan was elected
in a bypoll held in February 2023 *
following the death of his son
and constituency MLA Thirn-
mahan Evera in January 2023.
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