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Gyanesh Kumar named

CEC

Haryana Chief Secret

adjournment of meet of PM-led p:

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

lection  Commis-
E sioner Gyanesh Ku-

mar has been ap-
pointed Chief Election
Commissioner  after a
meeting of a three-mem-
ber committee headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Mon-
day. He will assume office

| on Wednesday, when the
| supreme Court will hear
| the challenge to a new law

|' under which the selection
| has been made.

The Law Ministry noti-

| fied the appointment late
on Monday. Haryana Chief

| Secretary Vivek Joshi has
been appointed an Elec-
tion Comumissioner.

Mr. Kumar’s appoint-
ment came even as the
Congress asked the govern-
ment to “adjourn” the

after panel meeting

Vivek Joshi appointed Election Commissioner; Congress had sought

Mew role: Gyanesh Kumar will assume office as CEC on Wednesday.

He was made Election Commissioner on March 14, 2024. FILE PHOTO

meeting of the panel till
Wednesday as the case is
before the court.

Mr. Gyanesh Kumar, a
1988-batch former Indian
Administrative Service of-
ficer belonging to the Kera-
la cadre, retired as Union
Cooperation Secretary on

January 31, 2024. On
March 14, 2024, he was ap-
pointed Election Commis-
sioner.

While the Prime Minis-
ter heads the selection pa-
nel, Home Minister Amit
Shah and Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha

From Page One

Gyanesh Kumar named
CEC after panel meeting

“At the outset, we cannot ignore that this commit-
tee is in clear and direct violation of the Supreme
Court’s judgment of March 2, 2023 where a Con-
stitution Bench of the Supreme Court in Anoop
Baranwal vs Union of India declared that the CEC
and the ECs should be appointed by a committee
comprising the Prime Minister, the LoP [Leader of
the Opposition] and the CJI [Chief Justice of In-
dia],” Congress leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi
said.

‘While maintaining that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition participated in the meeting, Mr. Singhvi
said: “What he said, what happened, what he dis-
cussed, etc., is not for me or you to speculate
upon. We can't say anything. What happened you
will come to know in the next 24-48 hours.”

Congress treasurer Ajay Maken, who was pre-
sent at the press conference, said, “We cannot say
more. We have put our stand forward. What hap-
pened and all in a secret meeting, we cannot say
we respect secrecy.”

‘First time’
This is the first time that a CEC is selected under
provisions of the Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election Commissioners (Appointment,’
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act,
2023. Before this, Mr. Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu had been selected as Election Commis-
sioners under the new law.
Earlier, the CEC and Election Commissioners
were appointed by the President after recommen-
dations of the government. The new law came in-
to effect after the Supreme Court, in its ruling in
March 2023, mandated that a selection panel be
formed with the Prime Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the Chief Justice
of India.
The court had said the order would hold good
until a law was made by Parliament. The Centre
though replaced the Chief Justice of India with a
Union Minister on the panel when the law was
passed, giving a dominant role to it in the appoint-
ment process.

‘Consensus needed”
Mr. Kumar was the senior-most Election Commis-
sioner after CEC Rajiv Kumar. In a farewell ad-
dress, Mr. Rajiv Kumar said it was high time that
NRIs were empowered to vote from their loca-
tions and a consensus was needed for remote vot-
ing mechanisms to facilitate crores of migrant vo-

ters.

He batted for biometric authentication at poll-
ing booths to tackle impersonation.

anel as top court is set to hear challenge to new law tomorrow

Rahul Gandhi are its
members.

Congress sources said
Mr. Gandhi left the meet-
ing at the Prime Minister’s
official residence, after
submitting his objections
in writing. He was not pre-
sent when the names were
discussed.

“Partisan mechanism’

At a press conference after
the meeting, the Congress
said the new law under
which the committee had
been constituted created a
“partisan” and “non-neu-
tral” mechanism for the se-
lection of Election Com-
missioners. The party
asked the government to
seek an early hearing anfi
early disposal of the appli-
cation in the court.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Former CEC

slams report
of funding by
US. agency

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Former Chief Election
Commissioner SY. Qu-
raishi on Sunday rejected a
report that U.S. agency
funding was used for rais-
ing voter turnout in India
when he headed the poll
body. His reaction came af-
ter the U.S. Department of
Government Efficiency an-
nounced a series of expen-
diture cuts, including $21
million allocated for “voter
turnout in India.”

“The report about an
MoU by the Election Com-
mission in 2012, when I
was CEC, for funding of
certain million dollars by a
U.S. agency for raising vo-
ter turnout in India does
not have an iota of fact,” he
said. He said there was an
MoU with the International
Foundation for Electoral
Systems in 2012.

“There was no financing
or even promise of finance
involved in MoU, forget X
or Y amount,” he said.
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Gyanesh Kumar new CEC:
Rahul sends dissent note

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 17

Election commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar was on
Monday appointed the

- new chief election com-

missioner (CEC). The
appointment comes short-
ly after the three-member
selection committee, head-
ed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved
his name out of the short-
listed candidates. Besides
Mr Modi, Union home
minister Amit Shah and
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi — part of the
panmel — attended the

* meeting.

Mr Gandhi, however,
gave a note of dissent in
the meeting while ques-
tioning the composition of
the committee when the
Supreme Court is hearing

.the matter related to

'y CEC to be appointed

Mr Kumar is the first

under the new law on
the appmntment of the

Chvansele.

Mr a;ardhi'ga‘«‘e a note of dis-
sent G{;F-S*IGHIFQ the composi=

iwn of the comn":t*er‘ \
the Supreme Court

' memhers"ofthe il Wihe matier related £ to appoint-
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appointment of CEC.

KRumar is the first
CEC to be appointed under
the new law on the
appointment of the mem-
bers ‘of the- Election
Commission (EC). He is a
1988-batch Kerala cadre
IAS officer. His term will’
run till January 26, 2029,

ment of CEC.

days before the EC is
expected to announce the

* schedule of the next Lok

Sabha election.

Vivek Joshi, a 1989-batch
Haryana-cadre Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer, has been
appointed an elechon com-
missioner.

“In exercise of powers
conferred by Section 4 of
the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023 (Act No.
49 of 2023), the President is
pleased to appoint
Gyanesh Kumar...” =P7

Gyanesh Kumar new CEC;
Rahul sends dissent note

FROM PG 1

“Election commissioner,
as the chief election com-
missioner in the Election
Commission, with effect
from February 19, 2025,
read the gazette notifica-
tion.

After incumbent CEC
Rajiv Kumar, . Gvanesh
Kumar, who was appoint-
ed the election commis-
sioner in March 2024, is
the senior-most election
commissioner.

Rajiv Kumar demits
office on Tuesday after
attaining the age of 65
years and having held the

post for 4.5 years.
Barlier in the day, Mr
Gandhi said the govern-
ment should postpone the
decision pending the hear-
ing in the Supreme Court
on February 19.
~The Congress has been
demanding that the hear-
ing in the Supreme Court
on the composition of the
selection committee for
the CEC should first con-
clude.

Addressing the media,

Rajya Sabha MP and
Congress spokesperson
Abhishek “Manu”
Singhvi said, “The case
challenging the Act is

* pending before the

Supreme Couri which
has issued notice on the
same. We have annexed
all the orders passed so0
far and the matter is
listed for February 19,
ie. m less than 48
hours.”

“We suggest that the
Central government
adjourn this meeting until
after the hearing and
instruct its counsels fo
appear and assist the
court so that the hearing
may be an effective one.
Only then can a decision
be taken in earnest,” he
added.
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Senior EC member Gyanesh Kumar new CEC

Rahul Gandhi Submits Dissent Note,
Wanted Selection Meeting Deferred

Times News NETwoRrx

New Delhi: The govt on Mon-
day named Gyanesh Kumar
(inpic), the senior of thetwo

3 election com-
| missioners, as
the next chief
election com-
il missioner, and
Haryana chief
sscretary Vi-
vek Joshi as election
commissioner after a meet-
ing of the PM-led selection
sommittee in which leader

of opposition Rahul Gandhi
is believed to have submitted
adissentnote. The govt earli-
er did not agree to Rahul’s
reguest o defer the panel’s
meeting.

Joshi is 2 1989 batch IAS
officer ané had recently re-
turned to his parent cadre.
He was earlier secretary in
the departments of financial
services and personnel.

Gyanesh Kumar replaces
Rajiv Kumar, whose term
ended on Monday. By conven-
tion, the senior EC i3 ap-

All candidates and

parties are involved
in every stage of the 4
process with uhnost
fransparency. ﬁ»e
Having participated... W&
without raising
objections or filing appeals...
attempting to create a doubt
afterwards, is undesirable...

—Qutgoing CEC Rajiv Kumar | # 12

pointed CEC.

Talking fo reporters,
Congress’s Abhishek Mant
Singhvi and Ajay Maken
saidRahul had asked thatthe
meetingbedeferred until Su-
preme Courtruled on wheth-

er the composition of the
panel to select the CEC and
ECs was valid and did not vi-
olatetheapex court'sverdict.
Apart from PM Narendra
Modiand the LoP, home min-
ister Amit Shah is amember
of the selection committee.
Congress said the govt
should nothave scheduled the
discussion for Monday as the
SC was seized of the matter
and hasposted the hearingfor
Wednesday, “You could have
just waited for 48 hours,”
Singhvisaid ata press confer-

.ence, adding, “If this is not

ago, then whatisit.”

» ‘Removing CiI’, P12

Govt shows it wants control,
not Cl‘edlbllltY of EC: Smghw

»FromP1

“or nearly seven decades, appointments to
the EC were the prerogative of the execu-

tive, with the President appointing them
on the PM’s advice. In 2023, the SC said the ap-
pointments be done by a panel comprising the
PM, the CJI and the LoP. However, itsaid itwas
for Parliament to decide on the make-up of the
selection panel.

The Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023, substituted the CJI in the panel
withacabinetminister,achangethathasbeen
challenged in court.

Singhvi and Maken said by removing the
CJIfrom the panel, ‘the govi made it clear that
it wants control, not credibility of EC’. Singh-
vi said transparency and balanced decision
making in the selection of top poll officials

“ Transparency and balanced deci-
sion making in the selection of top poll
officials is important for a level-playing
field, which is the basis of democracy

ABHISHEK MANU SINGHVI
Congress MP

was important for a level-playing field, which
wasthe basis of democracy
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EC being made ‘scapegoat’ by losing parties,
candidates must stop, says outgoing CEC

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As chief election
commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
up his boots on
i Monday, he
r said the dis-
turbing trend
M of Election
| Commission
officials being
= unfairly
blamed and made ‘conve-
nient scapegoats’ by parties
and candidates unwilling to
accept electoral outcomes
should be “‘abandoned soon’.
“All candidates and par-
ties are involved in every
stage of the process with ut-
most transparency. Having
participated in each step,
without raising objections or

filing appeals during the
process, and then attempting
to create a doubt afterwards,
is undesirable... while the
commission reacts with sa-
gacity, stoicism and re-
straint, this is a disturbing
trend and
should be
aban-
doned
\ soon,” the
cutgoing
CEC said
LOSTy - ‘i
farewell
VOTES'  ooeccn
Kumar
also sug-
gested that judicial proceed-
ings in cases challenging the
electoral process be scheduled
with due consideration to the

—_—
i ey 50 S o
—_—

election period, sothatthecon-
ductof pollsremained smooth
andundisturbed. “Livereport-
ing of hearings in long-pend-
ing cases at critical junctures
sometimes fuels distrust that
the petitioner intends to cre-
ate,” he said, possibly refer-
ringtocasesfiledin the pastby
independent watchdogs ques-
tioning EVMs and EC’s voter
turnout data, being taken up
for hearing mid-election.
Batting for electoral re-
forms that leverage technolo-
gy as an enabler, Kumar said
it was time to move forward
with the pilot programme for
remote voting and introduce
NRIvoting, which would help
include nearly 300 million
voters left out of the electoral
process due to domestic and

external migration. The EC,
he said, had explored the op-
tion of using a modified ver-
sion of the EVM toenable vot-
ingat pollingstationsoutside
amigrant’s home constituen-
cy. Recalling its concept note
onremote voting shared with
all recognised parties in Jan
2023, EC said efforts to build
consensusmust continue.
The inflexibility of a sys-
tem that does not allow Indi-
ans to vote from anywhere
within the country, irrespec-
tive of where they are regis-
tered as voters, leaves us with
lakhs, possibly crores, of bal-
lots that could have been cast
butarenot. TOIhasbeencon-
sistently highlighting this in
its ‘Lost Votes’ campaign.
Fullreporton www.toi.in
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Probe disbursal of $21m for
‘voter turnout in India’; BJP

‘Veena Reddy
Sent To India In
2021 As Head Of
USAID Mission’

Times News Network

New Delhi: With Elon Musk-
led DOGE’s disclosure that
USAID contributed $21 mil-
lion to the Election Commis-
sion of India allegedly for
boosting voter turnout, BJP

on Monday demanded a-

probe intothe whole affair;
“So, DOGE has discov-
ered that USAID allocated
$2Imillion for ‘voter turnout’
in India, a euphemism for
paying voters to cast their
votestoeffectregimechange.
Veena Reddy was sent to In-
dia in 2021 (ominous?) as
head of USAID’s Indian mis-
sion. Post Lok Sabha elec-
tions 2024 (presumably her
voter turnout mission done),
she returned to the US. Pity
because investigating agen-
cies here could have asked
her some guestions about
who this money was given to
for applying it to voter turn-
outoperations,” BJP MP Ma-
hesh Jethmalanisaidon X.
This came a day after S Y

Mahesh Jethmalani

Quraishi, who has served as
chief election commissioner
(CEC), confirmed thatthe EC
had signed an understand-
ing with USAID. Important-
1y, however, the former CEC
claimed that the arrange-
ment involved no funding by
USAID, something which be-
lies the disclosure made by
DOGE (Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency) but may
strengthen Musk’s case
about the opagueness of the
USAID’s funding and func-
tioning.

Jethmalani stressed that
in July 2021, USAID had
named Veena Reddy as its
missiondirectorinIndia, the
first Indian-American to
hold the post. “She (Reddy)
worked in close tandem here
with US ambassador Eric
Garcetti in executing the
agency’s objectives. Doubt-
less he will plead diplomatic
immunity if asked about the
voter turnout modus operan-

di. And of course, USAID’s
foreign objectives were di-
rected by its ex-secretary of
state (Anthony Blinken at
the time) who will shed no
lighton the matter,” hesaid.

The lawyer said Indian
agencies responsible for pro-
tecting the country’s sover-
eignty should investigate the
disbursal of $21 million ear-
marked for “voter turnoutin
India”. Earlier, economist
Sanjeev Sanyal, amember of
the PM’s economic advisory
council, called USAID the
“biggest scam in human his-
tory”™.

Sanyal also demanded a
probe. “I would love to find
out who received the $21 mil-
lion spent to improve “voter
turnoutinIndia’, the $29 mil-
Iion spent on ‘strengthening
the political landscape in
Bangladesh’, and the $29 mil-
lion spent to improve ‘fiscal
federalism’ in Nepal. USAID
isthe biggest scam in human
history,” hesaid on X.

BJP spokesperson Sud-
hanshu Trivedi played down
Quraishi’s rejection of the
report. The clearance was
given by the then Congress-
led UPA govtandsoitisforits
senior functionaries to come
out with a clarification, he
added. He said there was no
ground left for Congress to
defend itself.

Congress: Centre
New Delhi: Congress on
Monday said it is against any
foreign interference in the do-
mestic election process and
that the Modi govt should in-
vestigate the claims of USAID
money coming to India and
punish if there are any guilty
people.

Congress spokesman Ajay
Maken said the money being
talked about came in 2012 and
BJP spokesman Amit Malvi-
va has said “who gains from
it? Not the ruling party”. He
said BJP was in the opposi-
tion in 2012 and came to office
in 2014, and Congress did not
gain from it, adding that the
issue should be probed. He
said then CEC S Y Quraishi
has already given his version,
and Congress has nothing to
dowith it.

At the same time, Maken
said USAID funds of $5,200
million have come into India
inthelast10 years with BJP in
office, and there should be an
investigation into the use of
that money. He said those
guilty of any malfeasance
should be broughtto book. Tan
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Gyanesh Kumar
picked as CEC,
Vivek Joshi is EC

EREET}[A NAIR @ New Delhi

THE selection committee head-
ed by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday picked
Election Commissionsr Gy-
anesh Kumar as the new Chief
Election Commissioner.

A 1988-batch IAS officer from
Kerala cadre, Gyanesh Kumar
will replace Rajiv Kumar, who
demits office on Tuesday:

Haryana Cadre IAS officer
Vivek Joshi has been appoint-
ed Election Commissioner.

The announcement came
shortly after a meeting of the
selection committee also com-
prising Union home minister
Amit Shah and the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi.

During the meeting, Rahul
asked the government to defer
the decision on the new CEC
till February 19 when the Su-
preme Court will take up a pe-
tition challenging the constitu-
tion of theselection committee,
He questioned the composition
of the committee and the nu-
merical advantage enjoyed by
the ruling party.

According to sources, Rahul
left the meeting after submit-
ting his dissent note and was
not present when the shortlist-
ed names were discussed. The
meeting lasted 30 minutes and
was held at the South Block of-
fice of the prime minister.

The appointment of the new
CEC has become a political
flashpoint between the ruling
party and the Opposition.

Gyanesh Kumar &
Congress slams govt

Congress leader Abhishak Singhvi
said by removing the Chief Justica
of India from the salection
committee, the government has
made it clear it wants to control,
and not praserya the cradibility of
the EC. AICC treasurer Ajay Maken,
said, “When the SC has indicated
that they will hear the case on the
constitution of the committee on
the February 19, this meating
should have been postponed.”

As per Section 7 of the Ap-
pointment, Conditions of Serv-
ice and Term of Office) Act,
2023 to the law, the President
will appoint the Chief Election
Commission and other Elec-
tion Commissioners on therec-
ommendation of a selection
committee headed by the prime
minister and consisting of the
Leader of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha and a member of
the Union Council of Minis-
ters to be nominated by the
prime minister,

Kumar is the first CEC to be
appointed under the new law.
His term will run till January
26, 2029.
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Cong, BJP in war of words over
DOGE election funding claims

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delh
THE political row over the al-
leged US Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency (DOGE)
funding in Indian elections es-
calated on Monday, with the
BJP and the Congress trading
barbs over the allegations.
The BJP's attack came after
a statement from DOGE, led by
billionaire Elon Musk, that it
had cancelled a series of inter-
national funding projects, in-
cluding $21 million allocated
for voter turnout in India.
Targeting the Congress, BJP
IT cell head Amit Malviya hint-
ed that the previous Congress-
led UPA government had
gained from the funding.
«g4g6m to the ‘Consortinm
for Elections and Political Proc-
ess Strengthening’, including
$29m for ‘inclusive and particl-
patory political process’ in
Moldova and $21m for voter
turnout in India. $21m for voter
turnout? This definitely is ex-
ternal interference in India’s
electoral process. Who gains
from this? Not the ruling party,

Q

The Mol made it clear that there
would be no financial and lagal
obligation of any kind on aither side...
leaving no scope for any ambiguity.
Any mention of any fundsin
connection with this MoUis
completely false and malicious

SY Quraishi, Former EEC *

for sure,” Malviya fired.

Responding tothe allegaiion,
senior Congress leader Pawan
Khera asked the ruling party
how Congress could sabotage
its electoral prospects by get-
ting this so-called “external
interference.”

“n 2012, when ECI allegedly
got this funding from USAID,
the ruling party was Congress.
So, by his logic, the ruling par-
ty (Congress) was sabotaging
its own electoral prospects by
getting this so-called ‘external
interference’,” he said. “And
that the opposition BJP won
the 2014 elections because of
Soros/USAID,” he added.

Meanwhile, former CEC

SY Quraishi rejected the re-
ports that US agency funding
was used to raise voter furnout
in India when he headed the
poll bedy. Ina poston X, Qurai-
shi said that in 2012, there was
an MoU with the International
Foundation for Electoral Sys-
tems for training, but that in-
volved no financing.

“Phere was an MOU with
IFES in 2012 when [ was CEC
like we had with many other
agencies and Election Manage-
ment Bodies to facilitate train-
ing for desirous countries at
ECT’s training and resource
centre, IDEM, which was very
new at that stage. There wasno
financing or even promise of
finance involved in MoU, forget
¥ or ¥ amount,” he added.

He said any mention of funds
in connection with this MoU is
entirely false and malicious.
“The MoU, in fact, made it clear
that there would be no finan-
cial and legal obligation of any
kind on either side. This stipu-
lation was made at two differ-
ent places to leave no SCOpe for
any ambiguity” Quraishi said.
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Row over BJP leader’s
threats during campaign

Vadodara BIP president Satish Patal
recently courted controversy fora
threatening remark he made while
campaigning for party candidatesin
Karjan Municipality, Vadodara,
during the local self-government
elactions. While addressing votersin
Ward Number 7, he stated, “if you
bring victory to all four BIP
candidates, your houses will remain
intact, but if you betray us, | won't let
you live anywhere." His comment,
which was intended to instill fear,
has faced widespread criticism. Patel
further escalated tensions by
labeling opponents as “Ravana,”
aiming to undermine their credibility
and disrupt the mood of the voters.
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Panel finalises

name of nexi CEC

MEW DELHI:
The selection
committee

4 headed by PM
W8 Modiwhich
met here this
evening is

learnt to have recommended
the name of the next chief
election commissioner to
President Droupadi Murmu.
Besides Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah and LoP Rahul
Gandhi are part of the panel.
Sources said the notification
anneuncing the name of the
next CEC could be issued “in the

next few hours™.

» More on P7

2 days ahead of SC hearing,
PM-led panel picks new CEG

NEW DELHI: The selection
committee headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
which met here this evening is
learnt fo have recommended
the name of the next chief
election commissioner to
President Droupadi Murmu,
sources said on Monday.

Besides Modi, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi are
part of the panel which met here.

Sources in the government
said the notification announcing
the name of the next CEC could
be issued “in the next few hours”.

Incumbent CEC Rajiv Kumar
demits office on Tuesday on at-
taining the age of 65 years.

In a related development, the
Congress on Monday asked the
government to adjourn the meet-
ing to select the new chief elec-
tion commissioner until the Su-
preme Court hears on February
19 a petition on the constitution
of the selection panel. The Con-
gress’ statement came soon after
a meefing of the three-member
selection committee.

Addressing a joint press con-

ference soon affer the meeting,
Congress leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said that by removing
the Chief Justice of India from
the selection committee, the gov-
ernment has made it clear it
wants control and not preserve
the credibility of the Election
Commission.

Singhvi did not disclose any-
thing on what transpired in the
meeting apart from saying that
Gandhi attended it.

Singhvi said the case challeng-
ing the new act to appoint the
CEC and other ECs is currently
pending before the Supreme
Court, which has issued a notice,
and the matter is now listed for
next hearing on February 18.

Tt was just a matter of 48 hours -
and the government should have -
approached the apex court for an
early hearing of the pefition, he
said.

“It is our suggestion that the
Central government adjourn this
meeting until after the hearing
and instruct its counsels o ap-
pear and assist the court so that
the hearing may be an effective
one. Only then, can a decision be
taken in earnest,” Singhvi said.
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Periyar remarks: Erode
police summon Seeman

COIMBATORE: The Erode police, on
Monday, summoned Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK) leader Seeman to
investigate his controversial
speech during his recent election
campaign in Erode. While address-
ing a public meeting in the
Ashokapuram area ahead of
by-polis for the Erode East
assembly constituency on 28
January, Seeman spoke against
social reformer Periyar and
threatened to hurl bombs if onion
was thrown at him. Following a
complaint, Karungalpalayam
police registerad a case against
him on January 30. Therefore,
Seeman has been asked to appear
before the pofica on February 20.
The NTK leader is facing similar
cases all over Tamil Nadu.
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