‘Rahul’s note
an attempt
to create
controversy’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Tuesday
termed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and the Op-
position party’s objections
to the selection of the next
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) as “another
attempt to create contro-
Versy and peddle
propaganda”.

Mr. Gandhi, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, is part of the se-
lection committee under
the new Chief Election
Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
{Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of Of
fice) Act, 2023. He had, in
his dissent note, said that
the Supreme Court was
still hearing challenges to
the law, and that the meet-
ing could be postponed.

‘No reform done’

“Congress crushed the
Constitution at their conve-
nience to serve their politi-
cal interests,” Mr. Pradhan
posted on X. “This latest jig

by Rahul is amother at-

tempt to create controver-
sy and peddle propaganda
on the appointment of
CEC. Despite being in pow-
er for decades why did
Congress governments do
nothing to reform the se-
lection mechanism?” he
said.

“As a matter of fact, this
is the first time that the

CEC has been appointed-

by a law passed in Parlia-
ment. It is our government
that has created a joint sys-
tem for the appointment of
CEC and EC. It is a great
misfortune that Rahul and
Congress are acting like cry
babies even when no rule/
law is broken,” he said.
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'SC to hear petitions

against law on CEC

appointment today

After being apprised that the CEC and an EC have been appointed on

Monday under the new law, top court agrees to prioritise the hearing

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday agreed

to prioritise the
hearing on Wednesday of a
batch of petitions challeng-
ing the legality of a new
law which gave the Centre
a dominant role in the pro-
cess of appointment of the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs).

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant gave this
assurance in response to
an oral mentioning by ad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan,
representing the non-go-
vernmental organisation
Association for Demecratic
Reforms, that a new CEC
and an EC had been ap-
pointed under the Chief
Election Commissioner
and other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service, and
Term of Office) Act, 2023.

“The government has
appointed the CEC and EC
as per the 2023 law, disre-
garding the view taken by a
Constitution Bench. Kindly
take up on top of the board
as the matter requires ur-
gent consideration,” he
mentioned in the morning.

Justice Kant said the
case would be taken imme-
diately after hearing a few
fresh cases listed for
Wednesday. '

Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar was ap-
pointed CEC on Monday.
He is the first CEC to be ap-

| pointed under the 2023

Warm exchange: Outgoing Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv

Kumar (left) with new appointee Gyanesh Kumar on Tuesday. ANl

law. His will take charge on
Wednesday and his term
will run tll January 26,
2029. Vivek Joshi, a 1989-
batch Haryana-cadre IAS
officer, was appointed an
Election Commissioner.

On the last hearing on
February 12, Justice Kant
assured Mr. Bhushan that
“consequences” of the
court’s decision on the va-
lidity of the Act would inev-
itably follow even if so-
mething had happened in
the interregnum. The
court in March 2024 re-
fused to stay the operation
of the 2023 Act in an inte-
rim order.

In January, Justice Kant
had highlighted that the
test regarding the validity
of the 2023 Act would
hinge on- whether the
court’s authority to pro-
nounce binding decisions
under Article 141 of the
Constitution could ‘be cir-
cumvented or diluted by a
law. “The real test here is
between the court’s opi-
nion, and exercise of legis-

lative powers,” he said.

The petitions raise the
pivotal legal question of
whether Parliament pos-
sessed the authority to
promulgate a Gazette noti-
fication or ordinance to
nullify or amend a Consti-
tution Bench judgment.

The petitions have pri-
marily challenged the va-
lidity of Section 7(1) of the
statute mandating that the
President would appoint
the CEC and the ECs on the
recommendation of a se-
lection committee of the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and a Union
Minister.

The court had earlier di-

-rected that the CECs and

the ECs were to be appoint-
ed by the President on the
advice tendered by a selec-
tion commiitee of the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha or leader of the
single largest Opposition,
party, and the Chief Justice
of India.
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Disrespectful’ to name
CEC at midnight: Rahul

Mr. Gandhi said that during the selection meeting,
he presented a dissentnote that stated: “The most
fundamental aspect of an independent Election
Commission free from executive interference is
the process of choosing the Election Commission-
er and Chief Election Commissioner.”

Mr. Gandhi, in his dissent note, cited the
speech of B.R. Ambedkar, who had warned about
{(Ambedkar) executive interference in India’s de-
mocracy and the affairs of the Election Commis-
sion, while speaking in the Constituent Assembly
in June 1949 to discuss the setting up of an inde-
pendent Election Commission.

Mr. Gandhi also pointed out that in a judgment
on March 2, 2023, a Constitutional Bench of the
Supreme Court ordered that the appointment of
the CEC and Election Commissioners (ECs) should
be undertaken by a committee comprising the
Prime Minister, LoP, and the Chief Justice of India.

“The Supreme Court judgement reflected the
larger concern ameng hundreds of millions of vo-
ters over the integrity of our electoral process.
This is also reflected in public surveys that show a
continuing decline in trust of voters in India’s elec-
tion process and its institutions. Unfortunately,
soon after the Supreme Court order, the Govern-
ment of India notified a legislation in August 2023
that bypassed the spirit and the letter of the Su-
preme Court’s order,” Mr. Gandhi noted in his
dissent.

The Opposition leader said that the Union go-
vernment’s legislation reconstituted the commit-
tee to appoint the CEC and ECs to include the
Prime Minister, the LoP, and a Union Cabinet Mi-

- nister to be nominated by the Prime Minister, re-
moving the CJI from the panel. “This is in flagrant
violation of the letter and spirit of the Supreme
Court order,” he noted. :



THE HINDY - ENHLIS H
Dakd! 19. 02, 2025

It is ‘disrespectful to
appoint the CEC at
midm’ght, says Rahul

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi, on Tues-
day slammed the midnight
appointment of Gyanesh
Kumar as the new Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC), calling it “discourte-
ous and disrespectful”
amid an ongoing Supreme
Court challenge to the se-
lection process and com-
mittee composition.

Mr. Gandhi, a member
of the selection committee
alongside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
shared his dissent note on
social media platform X.

“It is both disrespectful
and discourteous for the
PM and HM to make a mid-
night decision on selecting
the new CEC when the
committee’s composition
and the appointment pro-
cess are under Supreme
Court scrutiny and set to

Rahul Gandhi

be heard in less than 48
hours,” he wrote.

By violating the court or-
der and removing the Chief
Justice of India from the
panel, the Modi govern-
ment had “exacerbated the
concerns of hundreds of
millions of voters over the
integrity of our electoral
process,” he noted.



Doded: 1% 02. 2025 /
Time and timing
The validity of the CEC selection process
needs early adjudication

nce again, the manner of appointment of

the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

and Election Commissioners (EC) has be-
come controversial, with the government going
ahead with the process laid down in its Decem-
ber 2023 law, which is under challenge before the
Supreme Court. Last week, the Court had de-
ferred the hearing to February 19, while observ-
ing that if there was any development in the inter-
regnum, it would meet the consequences of a
subsequent decision on the validity of the Act. Ig-
noring a request from the Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP), Rahul Gandhi, the panel elevated Gya-
nesh Kumar as the CEC and inducted Vivek Joshi
as the third member, following the retirement of
CEC Rajiv Kumar. The question is whether the
Act of 2023 goes against a 2022 Constitution
. Bench verdict that put in place a committee com-
prising the Prime Minister, the LoP and the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) to select the persons to helm
the Election Commission of India (ECI). The Act,
however, includes a Union Minister in the com-
mittee instead of the CJI. The government argues
that the Court’s panel was only an ad hoc mea-
sure until Parliament came forward with its own
law, as required in the Constitution. The petition-
ers maintain that the thrust of the 2022 judgment
is that the appointment process should be insu-
lated from executive interference so that its func-
tioning will be truly independent.

Whether the CJI should be part of the selection
committee is debatable, but there is little doubt
that the 2:1 majority vested in the executive ren-
ders any selection vulnerable to the criticism that
those chosen in that manner would not be seen
as independent. The BJP-led government has
been making appointments in the midst of court
hearings. The Court has been declining to inter-
fere in time, leading to such appointments be-
coming a fait accompli. The government had ap-
pointed Arun Goel as an EC in 2022, in the
middle of the Constitution Bench hearing, and
two ECs in March 2024 in the run-up to the gener-
al election to replace Mr. Goel, who had resigned,
and another EC who had retired. Few will dis-
agree that the public perception of the ECI as a
fearless and fiercely independent institution has
been on the decline. If elections are to be seen as
free and fair by the whole electorate and not
merely followers of the winners, the Court
should not delay this matter any further. It has to
adjudicate the question of whether the proce-
dure set out in the law falls short of the level of in-
dependence envisaged in the Constitution Bench
verdict for members of the ECL
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Transparency essential to.
safeguard EC’s autonomy

e President of India's order appointing election commissioner Gyanesh

: umar as the chief election commissioner of India puts into effect the Chief
Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office} Act, 2023, but the midnight commu-
nication has not abated the legal challenges mounted against the piece of legislation.

The framers of the Constitution had left it fo the wisdom of Parliament to put in
place a proper mechanism for the selection and appointment of people to run the -
Election Commission of India, mandated with the responsibility to conduct aleetions
to the legislatures in a fee and fair manner. It was in 1991 that Parliament passed
the Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners and
Transaction of Business) Act which made it a multi-member panel but the selection
process remained with the executive. The Supreme Court, in 2023, found the process
Hawed and put in place a panel comprising the Prime Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition and the Chief Justiee of India to recommend names to the President for
appointment as CEC and ECs. The court reasoned that the “founding fathers clearly
contemplated a law by Parliament and did not intend the executive exclusively call-

*  ing the shets in the matter of appoinfments fo the Election Commission”. The apex
court also cautioned that a “pliable election commission, an unfair and biased over-
seer of the foundational exercise of adult franchise, which les at the heart of democ-
racy, who obliges the powers that be, perhaps offers the surest gateway to acquisition
and i retention - of , - .. bower”.
The 2023 law that followed the Supreme Court order retained the three-member panel
but replaced the CJI with a minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. It also
provided for a search panel, led by the Union minister for law and justice and com-
prising two other members not below the rank of secretary to the Government of
India, which will “prepare a panel of five persons for consideration of the selection
committee” for the appointment.

The law put the entire process back exclusively in the domain of the executive — a
three-member search committee led by a minister and a three-member selection
panel where the Prime Minister and a minister of his choice are present, in all' prob-
ability, can zero in on a person of the choice of the Prime Minister, given that minis-
ters continue in the office during the pleasure of the President who aets on the advice
of the Prime Minister. The process practically banishes whatevar fransparency and
fairness the apex court wanted to introduce in it. :

The question is fairly simple: Should the selection process remain exclusively with
the exeeutive, given that the fairness of the Election Commission has been questioned
more strongly and frequently of Iate? The executive is mandated with the power to
run the counfry on a day-fo-day basis and to take policy decisions; the question is
whether it should be solely left to its judgment to pick people who oversee a process
that decides who gets fo run the executive. The Supreme Court is seized of the ques-

- Hon again, and is expected fo soon hear petitions challenging the validity of the 2023
law that supersedes the court’s recommendations. The selection process could have
waited, as the Leader of the Opposition has pointed out in his dissent note to the selec-
tion committee. It is now back to the apex court to decide once and for all.
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Centre’s decision on CEC ;
WO

ASHAR KHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 18

A day after the appoint-
ment of the CEC; leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday said that it was
“disrespectful and -dis-
courteous™
Minister Narendra Modi
and home minister Amit
Shah “to have made a
midnight decision  to
select the new CEC”. He
also made public a “dis-
sent note” he had submit-
tad on the matter.

Mr Gandhi said this was
done despite “the very
composition of the com-
mittee (that selects the
CEC) and the process is
being challenged in the
Supreme Court and is due
to be heard in less than
forty-eight hours”.

rrying, alleges Rahul

SCMAY ADVANCE
HEARING PLEA ON
(EC APPOINTMENT

RAKESH K. SINGH | DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 18

for Prime °

The Supreme Court is set
to prioritise the hearing
on Wednesday on the lega-
lity of the recent appoint-
ments of the chief election
commissioner and an
election commissioner
under the 2023 law, which
excludes the Chief Justice
of India as a member of
the selection panel.

He said that “by violat-
ing the Supreme Court
order and removing the
Chief Justice of India fr-
om the committee...” %P6

CENTRE’S DECISION
ON CEC WORRYING,
ALLEGES RAHUL
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BJP, Cong
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SC hearing today on pleas”
agamnst CEC appt process

Timzs News NeTwoRrk

issuanceof instructionsto that

effect to the SC officials con-

New Delhi: A day after Gya-  cerned. Th I
2 : C e bench declined ¢
,t%&ch Kumar wasappointedas  issue any direction but said i(t)
L e ccmEef election commission-  wouldhear the matters.
11{1 (CEC), S_urgmme Court on A little later, solicitor gen-
esday said it would endeav-  eral Tushar Mehta sought ad-
:caurtoconfi_ug:ttheﬁnalhear- Jjournment of a petition on al-
g;; &dlpetmty Qfons challenging  legedencounterkill ingsinAs-
o aParliamenten-  sam, a case in which the pet-
ed Gfﬂ;ta[‘tered thecom- fitioner is representsd by
mifor ) eSCdevisedpan-  Bhushan Thebench agreedio
eiforselectionof CECandECs, adjourn the matter Bhushan
Advceate Prashant Bhush-  said the Assam  encounter
lerequstedabemhof.mm' - casecan be adjourned but the
mmmK:ntmNKsm 0 matterrelatingto the ECselec-
B up the hearing on the pet- tion process cannot wait as it
ns,wh.ml;aree'mnos:atthe is impertant for holding free
fag end of the list of cases andfairelections,
scheduled to be heard on
Wednesday, on priority and for b Law on appt, P17

ress spar over CEC

selection, cite Ambedkar

‘Govt intent to bypass ‘No rule broken, Cong
SC scrutiny exposed’  acting like crybaby’

Subodh Ghildiyal | vvn

New Delhi: Seeking a hold on
the appointment of the CEC
till Supreme Courtisseized of
thelaw onitsselection, Leader
of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi told the
top collegium that Ambedkar
had in the Constituent As-
sembly warnedagainst execu-
tive interference in the affairs
of the Election Commissicn,
adding that independence of
the watchdog depends on the
process of theselectionof ECs
and the CEC.

. Congress on Tuesday
called the midnight appoint-
ment of CEC as going against
the spirit of the Constitution,
betraying a keen govt interest
to circumvent SC’s serutiny
and get the appointment done
before a clear order kicked in.
It underlined that the apex
court is to hear a challenge to
thelaw on theappointmenton
Wednesday. Congress general
secretary K C Venugopal said
such decisions are the reason
why the CECs, the BJP govt
appoints, are subject of suspi-
cionamong the people.

In the meeting on Monday,
in which PM Narendra Modi
and home minister Amit
Shah selected Gyanesh Ku-
mar as the new CEC, Rahul
said Supreme CourtonMarch
2,2023, had ruled that the CEC
and ECs should be selected by
acollegium consisting of PM,
LOP, and Chief Justice of In-

P, i A
Qutgoing Chief Election Commissicner Rajiv Kumar (C) with newly

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: BJP on Tuesday at-
tacked leader of opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
for opposing the appointment
of Gyanesh Kumar asthechief
election commissioner and Vi-
vek Joshi as election commis-

sioner, saying the LoP’s note of
o |

appointed Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar (L) in New Delhi

dia (CJI). Venugopal said,
“Such egregious behaviour
only confirms the doubts that
many have expressed about
how the ruling regime is de-
stroying the electoral process
and bending the rules for its
benefit.”

dissent was politically motiva-
ted and lacked merit.

““This latest move by Rahul
Gandhi is another attempt to
create coniroversy and pedidle
propaganda about the CECs
appointment. Has Rahul Gand-
hi forgotten how ECs were ap-

pointed during Congress rule?
Despite being in power for dec-
ades, why did Congress govts
do nothing to reform the selec-
tion mechanism?” Union edu-
cation minister Dharmendra
PradhansaidonX.

He pointed out that succes-
sivegovisappointed theirnom-
inee as CEC and did notcare to
follow the Constitution’s direc-
tive to constitute a collegium.
“Ttisour govithathas createda
joint system for the appoint-
mentof CEC and EC, which in-
cludes the leader of the opposi-
tion. It is a great misfortune
that Rahul Gandhi and Con-
gress are acting like crybabies
even when no rule/law is bro-

The minister also ques-
tioned Rahul invoking the Con-
stitution and B R Ambedkar to
make his case. “Congress nev-

AmbedXar, yet the ‘yuvraj’ of
Congress (Rahul Gandhi) has
the audacity to take a grand-
stand on upholding Baba Sa-
heb’s ideals and those of our
founding leaders,” he said.
Full reporton wwwtol.in

»FomP1

1\ five-judge SC bench on
L\ Mar 2, 2023, in Anoop
b | Baranwal case had no-
ticed avacuum in parliamen-
tary legislation on the proc- :
ess for selection of CEC and
ECsanddirected thatapanel
comprising the Prime Minis-
ter, the leader of the opposi-
tion and the Chief Justice of
India would advisethe Presi-
dent on appointments the
Election Commissicn of In-
dia. The bench said this
court-crafted panel will con-
tinue to operate till Parlia-
ment enacts a law in this re-
gard.

In December 2023, both
Houses of Parliament
passed the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election = Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Officer and Terms of Of
fice) Bill, which became a
law on getting the Presi-
dent’s assent on Dec 29, 2023.
The law replaced CJL with a,
Union Cabinet minister (to
be nominated by the PM) in
the panel.

OnJani2,2024,abenchof
JusticesSanjiv Khanna(now
CJI) and Dipankar Datta re-
fused tostay the operationof
thelegislation.

Full reporton wwwitol. in
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Rahul slams midnight call

on CEC, says ‘disr

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

A day after PM Narendra Modi-
led committee picked Gyanesh
Kumar as the new Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC),
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday slammed the decision
saying that it was “disrespect-
ful” for the PM and the home
minister to have made a mid-
night decision when the compo-
sition of the committee and the
process is being ehallenged in
the Supreme Court. Gandhi
and Amit Shah are members of
the selection committee.

The fundamental aspect of
an independent Election Com-
mission free from executive in-
terference is the process of
choosing ECs and CECs, Gan-
dhi said in his dissent note,
which was shared on ‘X’.

During the panel meeting on
Monday, Gandhi pushed for the
postponement of the decision
on the CEC till the SC hearing
on a petition challenging the
constitution of the selection
panel. The SC is set o hear the
case on Wednseady:

In his dissent note, the Con-
gress leader said that by violat-
ing the SC order and removing
the Chief Justice of India from
the committee, the government

e

o
]

has exacerbated the concerns
of voters over the integrity of
the electoral process.

Hesaid that in a judgmenton
March 2, 2023, the constitution-
al bench of the SC ordered that
the appointment of the CEC
and ECs should be undertaken
by a committee comprising the
PM, LoP, and the CJI. “The Su-
preme Court judgment reflect-
ed the larger concern among
voters over the integrity of our
electoral process. This is also
reflected in surveys that show
a continuing decline in the
trust of voters in poll process
and its institutions,” he said. .

Soon after the SC order, the
Centre notified legislation in
August 2023 that bypassed the
spirit and the letter of the SC’s
order, he pointed out. The re-
movalof the CJI is in violation

espectful’

Plea challenging CEC
appointment in SC

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
said it would on February 19 take
up an “priority basis™ the pleas
against the appointments of the
CEC and ECs under the 2023 law.
A bench of Justices Surya Kant
and N Kotiswar Singh was told by
an NGO that the government
excluded the CJi and made a
“mockery of democracy”.

of the letter and spirit of the SC
order, he said.

Kumar is the first CEC to be
appointed under the provisions
of the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election Com-
missioners (Appoiniment, Con-
ditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023.

The government order was
challenged by a PIL. The SC has
indicated its intention to take
up the matter on February 19,
2025, less than 48 hours away, he
said in the note.

Gandhi said that while speak-
ing in the Constituent Assem-
bly in June 1949 to discuss the
setting up of an independent
Election Commission, Dr BR
AmbedKkar warned about exec-
utive interference in democra-
cy and the affairs of the Elec-
tion Commission.
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Mockery of democracy as SC hearing on posting still pending, fumes opposition

Rahul raps PM’s hurry to pick CEC at
midnight, Ierms move disrespectful

NEW DELHI: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
said it is “disrespectful” and
“discourteous” for the prime
minister and home minister
to have made a midnight
decision to select the new
CEC when the process of
selection is being challenged
in the Supreme Court.

The government late on Mon-
day night appointed Gyanesh
Kumar as the new Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC),
hours after the meeting of the
prime minister-led selection
committee in which the Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha
asked the government to defer
the meeting in view of the Su-
preme Court hearing in the
matter.

Gandhi also presented a dis-
sent note to the panel, of which
Home Minister Amit Shah is
also a member.

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day said it would on February
19 take up on “priority basis”
the pleas against the appoint-
ments of the chief election com-
missioner (CEC) and election
commissioners (EC) under the
2023 law,

Outgoing CEC Rajiv Kumar greeting new éommissioner
Gyanesh Kumar in New Delhi on Tuesday

In a post on X, Gandhi said,
“During the meeting of the
committee to select the next
Election Commissioner, I pre-
sented a dissent note to the PM
and HM, that stated: The most
fundamental aspect of an inde-
pendent Election Commission
free from executive interfer-
ence is the process of choosing
the Election Commissioner and
Chief Election Commissioner.”

“By violating the Supreme
Court order and removing the
Chief Justice of India from the
committee, the Modi Govern-
ment has exacerbated the con-
cerns of hundreds of millions of
voters over the integrity of our

electoral process,” he also said
in his post while sharing his
dissent note.

Gandhi said as the Leader of
Opposition, it is his duty to up-
hold the ideals of Babasaheb
Ambedkar and the founding
leaders of the nation and hold
the government to account.

“It is both disrespectful and
discourteous for the PM and
HM to have made a midnight
decision to select the new CEC,
when the very composition of
the committee and the process
is being challenged in the Su-
preme Court and is due to be
heard in less than forty-eight
hours,” he also said.

Undermining govt with
malicious judicial

activism, BJP slams LoP

NEW DELHI: The BIP on Tuesday
dismissed Rahul Gandhi's
criticism of the appointment of
the chief election commissioner
and an election commissioner as
“politically motivated” and
accused him of undermining an
elected government’s constitu-
tional mandate through
“malicious” judicial activism.
The Monday meeting of the
panel, which includes the PM,
HM and the Leader of Opposition
in Lok Sabha, Gandhi had
presented a dissent note. Hitting
back, BJP's IT department head
Amit Malviya said Gandhi's
dissent on the appointment of
the chief election commissioner
(CEC) is not just politically
motivated but also lacks merit.
He said on X, “It is an attempt to
undermine the constitutional
mandate of the elected
government through malicious
judicial activism. Additionally, it
conveniently misreads and
misinterprets the Supreme
Court’s judgment on the CEC's
appointment.”
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