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Legal experts
endorse ‘one nation,
one election’ bill

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Legal experts on
Tuesday endorsed the ‘onena-
tion, one election’ (ONOE) bill
as they appeared before the
Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee (JPC) examining the pro-
posed legislation and said it
did not violate the “basic
structure doctrine on federal-
ism” and was not against the
democratic principles of the
Constitution.

Former Chief Jus-
tice of India U U Lalit
suggested that the con- [
cept of simultaneous
Lok Sabhaand assemb-
lyelections wasgood in
theory but several fac- B
tors should be ad-

dressed for its smooth imple-

mentation. Former Law Com-
mission chairperson Ritu Raj
Awasthi too shared his views
as the panel began consulting
experts and stakeholders.
Unlike JPC meetings on
contentious issues like the
Wakf Amendment Bill, the
members are learned to have
hada prolonged discussion on
Tuesday even as opposition
members criticised the con-
cept, with Congress MP Pri-
yankaGandhi Vadraclaiming

ONOE would weaken democ-
- racy by tinkering with tenure

of legislatures and impinge

onpeople’srights.

A BJP ally wondered if a
gap of five years between two
elections would weaken elect-
ed representatives’ account-

-.ability to.people, they added.
TAS officer Niten Chandra,
“-secretary of the high-level Ko-
vind committee, and E M Su-
darsana Natchiappan, a se-
nior advocate and former Con-
gress MP who had
headed a parliamen-
| tary committee in 2015
that favoured simulta-
neous polls, also ap-
peared before the pan-
“eL, They could not
share their views due
to paucity of time and are ex-
pected to present their views
inthe nextmeeting. :
Awasthi is learned to have
told the panel that the pro-
posed measuredid not violate
the basic structure doctrine
on federalism and was not
against thedemocratic princi-
ples of the Constitution.
Sources said while the minis-
try answered some questions, -
others were sent to the Elec-
tion Commission for a cali-
brated response.



The ANew TIhndian EuPresl
Darel: 26.a2.369 5

Former CJI appears before JPC,
calls for caution in holding ONOE

PR EETHA NAIR @NewDethi

AT the third meeting of the
Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee (JPC) examining the ‘One
Nation One Election (ONOEY
Bill, former Chief Justice of In-
dia U U Lalit made several sug-
gestions, including rolling out
simultaneous polls in a phased
manner, said sources.

During his deposition before
the panel, Lalit said the concept
of simultaneous Lok Sabha
and assembly elections was
good in theory but many fac-
tors should be addressed for its
smooth implementation. While
Lalit served as the 49th CJI for
a brief tenure in 2022, he was
partof the Constitution bench
that banned triple Talag in
2017. In 2019, he recused him-
self from the Babri Masjid -Ay-
odhya dispute verdict.

Former Law Commission of
India chairperson Ritu Raj
Awasthi also shared his views
as the panel began consulting
experts and stakeholders. How-

-ever, several Opposition mem-
bers criticised the Bill, with
Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra claiming “ONOE” will
weaken democracy by tinker-
ing with tenure of legislatures
and impinge on people’s rights,
according to sources.

Others including TMC’s
Kalyan Banerjee, DMK’s P Wil-

son and Congress’ Manish Te-
wari raised several concerns
regarding the Bill, arguing that
it will undermine federalism
and is anti- constitutional. A
BJP ally wondered if a gap of
five years between two elec-
tions will weaken elected repre-
sentatives’ accountability to
people, they added.

Awasthi spoke in detail about
the benefits of the simultane-
ous Lok Sabha and state assem-
bly elections in terms of sav-
ings and boost to development.
He argued that the Bill is in ac-
cordance with basic structure

of the Constitution and it

doesn’t violate the Constitution
or undermine federalism.
Awasthi was of the opinion
that Parliament can legislate
the bill. Awasthi led 22nd Law
Commission, which submitted

its report on Simultaneous
polls to the Union Law Minis-
try in March last year. The Law
commission had recommended
synchronising the terms of
state Assemblies in “two phas-
es” in the next five years so that
the first simultaneous elections
could be held in May-June
2029. :

IAS officer Niten Chandra,
secretary of the high-level Ko-
vind committee, and E M
Sudarsana Natchiappan, a sen-
ior advocate and former Con-
gress MP who had headed in
9015 a parliamentary commit-
tee that favoured simultaneous
polls, also appeared before the
panel. They could not share
their views due to to paucity of
time and areexpected to present
their views later. The parlia-
mentary committee’s agenda
for the February 25 meeting is

. briefly listed as “interaction

with legal experts”.

The high-level committee
headed by ex-president Ram
Nath Kovind was constituted by
the Modi government on ‘one
nation one election’ and it had
in its voluminous report strong-
ly batted for the concept. Subse-
quently, the Union Cabinet ac-
cepted the committee’s
recommendations and the gov-
ernment tabled two bills, includ-
ing one seeking to amend the
Constitution, in Lok Sabha.
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ONOE must be rolled
out in phased manner:
Ex-CJI Lalit to Parl panel

NEW DELHi: Former Chief
Justice of India UU Lalit
suggested on Tuesday that
simultaneous Lok Sabha and
assembly polls should be
rolled out in not one go but in
a phased manner as he shared
his views with the Joint
Committee of Parliament
studying the two bills for ‘one
nation one election’ (ONOE),
sources said.

They added that Lalit in his re-
marks said the concept of simul-

tanieous Lok Sabha and assembly -

elections was a good idea but not-
ed that the law, as envisaged by
the bills, could be challenged in

- the apex court, and proposed
some changes.

Former Law Commission of In-
dia Ritu Raj Awasthi told the
39-member committee headed by
BJP MP PP Chaudhary that the
proposed law does not violate the
basic structure doctrine on feder-
alism and is not against the dem-
ocratic principles of the Constitu-
tion. Justice Awasthi, the judi-

cial member of the anti-corrup-

tion ombudsman Lok Pal, said
the Constitution (129th Amend-
ment) Bill had all the ingredients
to hold simultaneous polls in the
country.

Opposition members criticised
the concept, with Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra claiming
‘one  nation one election’ will
weaken democracy by tinkering
with the tenure of legislafures
and will impinge on people’s
rights, the sources said,

A BJP ally wondered if a gap of
five years between two elections
would weaken elected represent-
atives’ accountability to people,
they added. An opposition ques-
tioned the neuirality of the Elec-
tion Commission, which is con-
stitutionally tasked with the con-
duct of elections.

- Some members of both the rul-
ing BJP as well as opposition par-
ties, - which have slarhmed the
idea of ‘one nation one election’
(ONOE) as unconstitutional, in-
terpreted the overall thrust of
Lalit’s lengthy remarks as fi-
youring their respective stand
more.
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