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Meta apologies, BJP |
MP says matter closed

NEW DELHL Facebook parent

company

Meta on Wednesday

ised for its CEO Mark
?!gz:?g'berg's comments on ml'?l?:e
being among the countruas\]i\:t e
the incumbent lost power ad er 2
handling the CovID-19 pan ?‘ma&-
saying the remarks were an

vertent error”.

The apology came,

i inister Ashwini
on after Union Minis i
aishnaw slammed Zuckerb::{g,:
umisinformation” and his party’s
MP Nishikant Dubey saida

par

i ill summon
{iamentary panel wil
Meta over the comments. After

ia, Dubey.
apology by Meta lncha:
mﬁo geads the Parliament’s

tanding Committee on ;
%ommunications and information

Technology, said h"e treated the

matter as “closed”.

» More on

Meta apologises for Zuckerberg’s India polls remarks”

META’S SORRY &
THE STORY BEHIND

Zuckerberg claims that most
incumbent governments,
including India lost 2024 polls

Minister Vaishnaw calls the
comments “misinformation” and
highlights PM Modi's

third-term victory

Parliamentary IT panel
accepts Meta's apology,
closing the issue

NEW DELHi: Meta India on
Wednesday apologised for
CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s
remarks during a podcast that
the incumbent government in
India lost power in the 2024
elections, and termed it an
“inadvertent error”.

Taking to X, Meta India’s Vice
President Shivnath  Thukral
wrote: “Dear Honourable Minis-
ter @AshwiniVaishnaw, Mark’s
observation that many incumbent
parties were not re-elected in 2024
elections holds true for several
countries, BUT not India. “ “We

would like to apologise for this in-
advertent error. India remains an
incredibly important country for
@Meta and we look forward to be-
ing at the heart of its innovative
future, “ he further said.

Union  Minister  Ashwini
Vaishnaw had earlier called out
the remarks made by Zuckerberg
on the Joe Rogan podcast. “Mr.
Zuckerberg’s claim that most in-

_ cumbent governments, including

India in 2024 elections, lost
post-COVID is factually incor-
rect, “ Vaishnaw had said in a
post on X (formerly Twitter) on
January 13.

“As the world’s largest democ-
racy, India conducted the 2024
elections with over 640 million
volers. People of India reaffirmed
their trust in NDA led by PM @
narendramodi Ji's leadership; ¢

_said Vaishnaw, who is Minister

for Information and Broadcast-
ing as well as IT.

The minister had debunked
Zuckerberg's remarks as misin-
formation, and made it clear that
Meta must uphold facts and
credibility. “F'rom free food for
800 million, 2.2 billion free vac-
cines, and aid to nations world-
wide during COVID, to leading

India as the fastest-growing ma-
jor economy, PM Modi's decisive
drd-term victory is a testament
to good governance and public
trust. @Meta, it’s disappointing
to see misinformation from Mr.
Zuckerberg himself. Let’'s up-
hold facts and credibility,”
Vaishnaw had said.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey,
who heads the Parliament’s
Standing Committee said that
on Tuesday said that panel will
summon the firm following its
chairman’s comments which
lost the Lok Sabha election
last year. &
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SC issues notice to
EC, govt. on poll rules

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought res-
ponses from the Union go-
vernment and the Election
Commission (EC) on a pefi-
tion filed by Congress lead-
er Jairam Ramesh challeng-
ing an amendment made
to the Conduct of Election
Rules of 1961 that amounts
to virtually restricting citi-
zens’ right to access elec-
tion-related records.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna and

Justice Sanjay Kumar listed

the case for hearing in the
week commencing on
March 17.

‘Data access curtailed’

Appearing for Mr. Ramesh,
senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi said the amend-
ments were “too clever by
half” in reducing public ac-

Jairam Ramesh

cess to CCTV camera foot-

- age from polling booths, vi-

deo recordings of
candidates, and Form 17C,
which provided an account
of the votes polled in each
constituency. The amend-
ment was made to Rule 93
of the 1961 Rules which had
previously allowed public
permission to examine
papers related to elections
without any exception.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

SC issues notice to EC, y
govt. on poll rules

The amendment, notified on December 20, 2023
by the Ministry of Law and Justice, had restricted
access to only certain election records specifically
mentioned in the Rules.

Initially, Chief Justice Khanna queried whether
providing public access o an account of votes
polled constituency-wise under Form 17C would
be “slightly problematic”,

“When it comes to constituency-wise, it may
lead to a problem,” the CJi remarked orally.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, also for Mr. Ra-
mesh, said disclosing Form 17C would not reveal
which way votes were polled in particular booths.
He noted that Form 17Cs were even otherwise
available as representatives of political parties had
to anyway sign on the account of the votes polled.

Officials have reportedly justified the amend-
ment as a move to protect the election process
from false narratives by the misuse or doctoring of
electronic records.

However, the amendment had come shortly af-
ter a Punjab and Haryana High Court direction to
the ECI to provide advocate Mehmood Pracha re-
cords pertaining to the recent Haryana Assembly
election. Mr. Pracha had filed a petition seeking vi-
deography, CCTV footage, and copies of Forms
17C Parts I and II from the Assembly election.
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SC seeks govt,
EC reply over
Jairam’s plea
on poll norms

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN 15

The Supreme Court
sought responses from-
the Centre and the
Election Commission on
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh’s plea against
the recent amendments,
including no public
access to CCTV, to the
1961 election rules.

A bench of Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice  Sanjay
Kumar took note of the
submissions of senior
advocates Kapil Sibal
and Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, representing
Mr Raniesh, and issued
notices on the plea. The
bench said it will hear
the plea in the week
commencing March 17.

Mr  Singhvi said
amendments to the 1961
Conduct of Election
Rules were made “very
cleverly” and barred any
access to CCTV footage
claiming it would reveal
the identity of the voter.

Arguing that the CCTV
footage couldn’t reveal
votes, he wurged the
‘bench to ask the EC and
the Centre to file their
responses before the
next date of hearing.

The CJI said, “They
- will file the responses.”



Meta apologises
for CE0’s remark
on Indian election

New Delhi, Jan. 15: Meta
India on Wednesday apolo-
gised for CEO Mark
Zuckerberg’s remarks that
the incumbent government
in India lost power in the
2024 elections due to its
handling of the Covid-19
pandemic and termed it an
“jnadvertent error”.

The apology came within
days of Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw slam-
ming remarks made by Mr

Zuckerberg as “misinfor-

mation”, and asserting
that Meta must uphold
facts and credibility.

On Tuesday, BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, who
heads the Parliament’s
standing commitiee on
commumications and infor-
mation technology, made it
clear that the panel will
summon Meta over Mr
Zuckerberg’s comments.

. ®Full report P5

D EcCAN CHEoNIcL E

Dakd: 16.01. 2025

Meta apologises for
Zuckerberg's remark

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey says ma

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, JAN. 15

Facebook parent compahy'

Meta on Wednesday apolo- -

gised for CEO Mark
Zuckerberg’s remark that

the incumbenf govern-,

ment in India lost elec-
tions in 2024 due to its

handling of the Covid-19

pandemic, saying the
remarks were an “inad-
vertent error”. His state-
ment lead to uproar in
India with the govern-
ment and a parliamentary
panel threatening to sum-
mon him.

“Dear honourable minis-
ter @AshwiniVaishnaw ,
Mark’s observation that
many incumbent parties
were not re-elected in 2024
elections holds true for
several countries, BUT
not India. We would like to
apologise for this inadver-
tent error. India remains
an incredibly important
country for @Meta and we
look forward to being at
the heart of its innovative
future,” :Shivnath

Thukral, vice-president of

Meta’s public policy divi-
sion, wrote on X.

While the Meta hopes
the statement may diffuse
the tension, the lawmak-

Mark Zuckerberg

ers are determined to not
let off Mr Zuckerberg so
easily and grill his team
on several other con-
tentious issues. :
Trinamul Congress MP
Saket Gokhale has urged
the Parliamentary Panel
on Information
Technology, chaired by
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey,
to examine Meta's deci-
sion to end its fact-check-
ing system and allegedly
adopt lenient guidelines
on hate speech and misin-
formation.In a letter to Mr
Dubey, Mr Gokhale cited
reports of Meta’s alleged
bias toward certain politi-
cal parties and its influ-
ence on Indian elections.
He pointed to the compa-
ny’s algorithms promot-
ing hate speéch, fake
news, and harassment as

tter closed

+ NISHIKANT DUBEY
said he treated the mat-
ter of Zuckerberg's
remarks as ‘closed’

. WHILE META hopes

the statement may dif-
fuse the tension, the
lawmakers are deter-
mined to grill Meta
team on several other
contentious issues

matters of serious con-
cern. Mr Gokhale also
raised concerns about
Meta’s failure to uniform-
ly enforce community
guidelines during elec-
tions, accusing the plat-
form of allowing certain
parties fto use proxy
accounts for propaganda.

Mr Gokhale is part of
the same committee.

Meanwhile, Mr Dubey
on Wednesday said he
treated the matter of Mr
Zuckerberg’s remarks on
Indian  elections as
“closed” after an official of
the social networking plat-
form tendered the apology.
“A Meta India official has
finally apologised for the
mistake. This is a victory
of the common citizens of
India,” Mr Dubey said ina
post on X.
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SC to examine Cong leader’s plea _nrm&n.:mﬁm

amendment

AmitAnand.Choudhary

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday issued a
notice to the Centre and the
Election Commission in re-
sponse to a petition by senior
Congress functionary Jairam
Ramesh challenging the valid-
ity of the recent amendment
made to the Conduct of Elec-
tion Rules that curtails public
access to certain election re-
cords, including CCTV foot-
age inside polling baoths.
Agreeing to examine the
issueand bringing the amend-
ment under its scanner, a

Congress functionary Jairam Ramesh
has challenged the validity of recent
amendment made to the Conduct of
Election Rules that curtails public
access to certain records, including
CCTV footage inside polling booths

bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar sought response from
thegovtas well as the poll pan-
el. Challenging the amend-
ment that restricts citizens’
right to access information,
senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
the Congress leader, ques-

tioned the justification given
by the Election Commission to
change the law. “One of the
reasons given in the press is:
‘we have taken away CCTV,
video because the identity of
the voter would be revealed’,”
Singhvi said. The rules were
changed “cleverly”, headded.
The SC bench also raised

the guestion whether disclos-
ing information booth wise
would not reveal the voting
pattern. Responding to the
query, Singhvi and senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, who was al-
80 present, said Form 17C,
which records voter turnout
in every polling station of a
constituency, is also shared
with political parties.

Sibal said that he also con-
tested elections and had per-
sonal experience of getting in-
formation under Form17C. Af-
ter a brief hearing, the SC
posted the case for hearing to
week commencing March17.

Full reporton wwwitol.in

restricting access to poll records
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Meta apologises, says poll"
remark ‘inadvertent error

important coun-

mw try for Meta, and
@timesofindia.com | (et
New Delhi: A day after the '. J E}eall)‘telc:}gi t:t intr?;
head of a parliamentary pan- RLuct it
el said Meta officials ﬂ';vould ﬁ s vMaeta £ wc{}
summoned for the re- EE \
tharksmadéby its CE(.?%Mark E‘&?&?ﬁxﬁ% esg?ml
rberg on the 2024 gen- don A
Erl'laclkeelectioi, a senior func- Nishikant Dubey, BJP MP

tionary of the social media

and head of the parliamen-

n Unc i ittee on
gian ed an uncondition- tary standing comumitte :
alap’:)izsg‘; tothegovt,empha- com;nunications anc}lm gﬁgz
sising India’s importance to maﬂggd te:nhnc;lgogf((; i

) man on
megggrfahnoﬁoumbleminister Meta for taljnishing India’s
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Mark’scb-  imageand said the company’s
servation that ma:n'y incum-  officials would be summoned.

tpartieswerenotre<lected P13
ibnertlhzamrgfielecﬂonsholdstrue » Wo't pursue further,

for several countries, BUT not
India. We would like to apol-

for thisinadvertenterror.
?ngésiz remains an incredibly

Will not pursue Meta matter”
further: Panel head Dubey

>FromP1

Nishikant Dubey, BJP MP and head of the parlia-

mentary standing committee on communications
and information technology, said the committee would not
pursuethe matter further.

“Indian Parliament and govt have the blessings and
public trust of 140 crore people. Meta’s Indian official has
finally apologised for his mistakes. This is the victory of
the common citizens of India. By making Modi ji the
Prime Minister for the third time, the people have intro-
duced the country’s strongest leadership to the world.
Now, the responsibility of our committee ends on this is-
sue. We will call these social media platforms in the future
on other issues. Forgiveness suits the cobra who has poi-
son,” Dubey posted on X.

E { owever, after receiving the unconditional apology,
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Rs 2,000 cr
statues: Maya
gets SC relief

NEW DELHI In a relief to BSP
supremo Mayawati, the
Supreme Court on Wednes-
day disposed of a petition
filed in 2009 secking a probe
into the alleged spending of
more than Rs 2,000 crore
from the Uttar Pradesh
government’s budget on
installing elephant statutes
and personal glorification,
when she was the chief
minister of the state.

The development came on a
day Mayawati turned 69.

A bench of JusticesB V
Nagarathna and Satish
Chandra Sharma disposed of
the petition filed by two
lawyers - Ravi Kant and
Sukumar - after observing
that mest of the prayers had
become infructuous.

It noted that the Election
Commission (EC) has already
issued guidelines on the issue
and that a stay on the
installation of the statues
cannot be granted as those
have already been installed.

The public interest litigation
(PIL) matter filed by the
lawyers had alleged that a total
amount of about Rs 2,000 crore
was used from the state’s
budget for 2008-09 and 2009-10,
when Mayawati was the chief
minister, for installing her
statues and the Bahujan Samaj
Party’s (BSP) poll symbol - ele-
phant - at different places.

The petition, filed through
advocate Prakash Kumar
Singh, had claimed that the
installation of 60 elephant
statues af the cost
of Rs 52.2 crore was not only
wastage of public money but
also contrary to circulars
issued by the EC.
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Election rules: Top
court seeks reply from
Centre, poll panel

MEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought responses
from the Centre and the poll
panel on Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh’s plea
against the recent amendments,
including no public access to
CCTV, to the 1961 election rules.

A bench comprising Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar took note of the submissions
of senior advocates Kapil Sibal and
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, appearing
for Ramesh, and issued notices on the
plea.

The bench said it would hear the
plea in the week commencing March
17. Singhvi said amendments to the
1961 Conduct of Election Rules were
made ‘very cleverly’ and barred
any aceess to CCTV footage claiming
it would reveal the identity of the
voter. :

He said voting choices were never
- revealed and the CCTV footage
couldn’t reveal votes.

The senior lawyer urged the bench
to ask the Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) and the Centre to file their
responses before the next date of
hearing, else they would come and
say ‘reply is needed to be filed’ on
that day.

“They will file the responses,’ the
CJI said. The Congress leader filed
the writ petition in December chal-

lenging the recent amendments to
the 1961 rules and expressed ‘hope’
that the apex court would help ‘re-
store the fast eroding’ integrity of the
electoral process.

The government has tweaked an
election rule to prevent public in-
spection of certain electronic docu-
ments such as CCTV cameras and -
webcasting footage besides video re-
cordings of candidates to prevent
their misuse. Ramesh had said,

“A writ has just been filed in the
Supreme Court challenging the re-
cent amendments to the Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961,” he wrote on X
earlier.

Ramesh said the ECI, a constifu-
tional body charged with the conduct
of free and fair elections, couldn’t be
allowed to unilaterally, and without
public consultation, amend such a vi-
tal law in such a brazen manner.
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