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Need to tackle the
issue of ‘social media
pollution; says CEC

The Hindu Bureay
NEW DELHT

Observing that social me-
dia platforms were pot
blocking or labelling easily
detectable fakes, Chief
Election  Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar on Fri-
day said that there was 2
need for a Graded Res
ponse Action Plan (GRAP)
to curb “social media pol-
lution” just like in case of
air pollution.

“If we have environ-
mental pollution outside,
equally serious social me-
dia pollution we have in-
side. It needs anti-pollu-
tion measures,” Mr. Kumar
said in his valedictory ad-
dress at an international
conference of election
management bodies of 13
countries.

He said “Delhi Declara-
tion 20257, reflecting col-
lective commitment to
uphold principles of free,
fair, and inclusive elec-
tions, was adopted.

Asserting that social me-
dia companies need to in-
trospect before it is “too
late”, Mr. Kumar said, “Let
the social media platforms
not be clouded by the sha-
dows of fake, unverified
and misleading narratives,
disruptive by design”

He said that algorithms
were designed in 3 way
that repeatedly presented
content aligned with exist-
ing views, reinforcing a
perspective without expos-
ing the person to the other
side of the argument, Algo-
rithms can prevent that,
especially in case of detec-
table fakes, he said.
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Benchled by CJIto ~
hear former Haryana
MLASs plea on EVMS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A petition filed by former
MLA Karan Singh Dalal,
who contested the Harya-
na Assembly election in
2024, seeking directions to
the Election Commission
to lay down a policy for
verifying the original burnt
memory/microcontroller
of electronic voting ma-
chines will be heard by a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Sanjiv Khanna.
The petition came up on
Friday before a Bench
headed by Justice Dipan-
kar Datta. The Bench, ho-
wever, observed that the
case ought to be listed be-
fore the Chief Justice’s
Bench, which had similar
petitions pending before it.
The case had first come
up before a Bench headed
by Justice Vikram Nath and
subsequently before the
Chief Justice himself in De-
cember. The Chief Justice
Bench had, in open court

Karan Singh Dalal
then, said the case ought to
be heard by Justice Dipan-
kar Datta.

On Friday, the case was
referred from Justice Dat-
ta’s Bench back to the
Chief Justice for listing,
likely, before the latter’s
own Bench again.

The petition by Mr. Da-
lal is an off:shoot of a judg-
ment pronounced by a
Bench of Justice (as he was
then) Khanna and Justice
Datta on EVMs in April
2024. Justice Datta was the
puisne judge on the Bench
headed by Justice Khanna
which gave the judgment
in the Association for De-
mocratic Reforms case.
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Ahead of Erode East Ass- |

embly constituency bye-ele-
ction on February 5, the El-
ection Commission of Ind-
ia has announced strict res-
trictions on the publication
and dissemination of opin-
ion and exit poll results
during the election period.
The ECI, invoking Section
- 126A of the Representation
‘of the People Act, 1951, has
emphasised the prohibition
of conducting, publishing,
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ECI bans opinion, exit polls
ahead of Erode East bypoll

or publicising exit polls
fduring the designated peri-
od. The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer of Tamil Nadu clarifi-

ed that this restriction ap-

plies to all forms of media,
including print, electronic,
and online platforms.
According to the ECI, the
restriction will be in effect
from 7 AM to 6:30 PM on
February 5. During this
period, no exit polls can be
conducted, published, or
disseminated in any man-
ner. Violators of this rule
will face legal conse-

quences, including impris-
onment of up to two years,
a fine, or both, as outlined
in Section 126A of the RP.
Act, 1951.

Additionally, under Secti-
on 126(1)(b) of the same
Act, the ECI has prohibited
the display of any election-
related material, including
results of opinion polls or

surveys, in electronic med- .

ia during the 48 hours lead-
ing up to the conclusion of
the polling. This restriction
is designed to ensure a fair
and unbiased electoral pr-

ocess by preventing undue
influence on voters during
the crucial final hours of
the election. :
The ECI has urged all
media outlets, political pa-
rties, and individuals to ad-
here strictly to these guidel-
ines to maintain the integr-
ity of the electoral process.
The bye-election in Erode

(East) is expected to wit-

ness active participation,

and the EC has reiterated
its commitment to conduct-
ing a free, fair, and trans-
parent election.
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Exit polls, opinion polls banned 48 hours v
ahead of bypoll: CED Archana Patnaik

CHEMNAK The Chief Electoral Officar (CEQ) of Tamil Nadu, Archana
oatnaik, stated that opinion polls or any other survey related to the
upcoming by-election for the Erode East Assembly segmentare
orohibited in the 48 hours leading up to the conclusion of the pall per
the Representation of the People Act, 1951. The ECI has also banned
the publication or publicising of exit polls, whether through print or

alectronic media or in any other form, in connection with the
by-slection. The election will occur between 7 amand 6.30 pmon
February 5. Any person found contravening these provisions will be
liable to imprisonment for a term that may extend to two years ora
fine, or both, the CEO stated in the releasa.
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CEC questions social platforms’
inability to stop misleading info

MEW DELHI: Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
on Friday lamented that
social media platforms
were not blocking or at
least labelling easily
detectable fakes and
leaving it to poll bodies to
engage fact checkers to
rescue themselves.

“Business interest appears to
be at work here. It is like first
spreading the disease and then
selling medicines. The casualty
is a fair election process and
_purity of democracy,” he said.

Delivering his valedictory
speech on the conclusion of an
international conference of
election management bodies

here, Kumar said social media
companies need to introspect
before it is “too late”,

“Let the social media plat-
forms, which have been instru-
mental in providing a critical
space for free expression, espe-
cially to voices not heard, not

be clouded by the shadows of-

falke, unverified and mislead-
ing narratives, disruptive by
design,” he said.

The CEC was of the view
that it is in the interest of so-
cial media platforms that fake
clutter is detected and blocked
before it is too late. “Do not
help forces disrupting democ-
racies and thereby freedom of
speech, which is the basic ten-
et of intermediaries as well,”

he cautioned.

He said election manage-
ment bodies must devise and
adopt a framework to manage
these challenges. As technolo-
gies evolve, Kumar noted, arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) will play
a critical role. Al can help poll
bodies refine voter rolls, detect
irregularities, and manage
polling logistics more effective-
ly, hesaid.

“Tt can help in optimising re-
source allocation and fostering
greater efficiency. - However,
these advancements come with
challenges that demand vigi-
lance, particularly as we strive
to balance innovation with in-
clusivity, facts with fake,” he
pointed out.
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