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100 nominees
of MVA filed

petitions over
voter list issue’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Congress, on the occa-
sion of National Voters’
Day on Saturday, again
raised the issue of discre-
pancies in voter lists for
the recent Maharashtra As-
sembly election, accusing
the Election Commission
of favouring the BJP-led
alliance.

Former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Prithviraj
chavan and Praveen Chak-
ravarty, who heads the All
India Professionals’ Con-
gress, said there was anun-
usual increase of 4.8 mil-
lion voters in just siX
months after the Lok Sab-
ha election.

Mr. Chavan said 100 de-
feated MVA candidateshad
filed petitions in various
courts regarding voter list
issues. Discrepancies in
the lists must be addressed
to maintain voter trust in
the electoral process.

“Between the 2019 and
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
Maharashtra’s voter base
grew by 3.2 million. How
did it increase by 4.8 mil-
lion in just six months? The
Commission must provide
proof,” Mr. Chakravarty
said.
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Murmu lauds rise in number
of women coming out to vote

It is an important sign of the overall development of Indian society, says President; she commends

the Election Commission for its efforts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Tesident Droupadi
PMurmu on Satur-
day said the in-

creasing participation of
women in elections was an
important sign of the gver-
all development of Indian
society.

India’s democracy is a
unique example for the
modern world, she said,
noting that many countries
were taking lessons from
its election system and
management. “It is a mat-
ter of pride for all of us that
our democracy is not only
the oldest in the world but
is also the largest, diverse,
young, inclusive and sensj-
tive democracy in the
world,” Ms. Murmu said in
her address at an event to
mark the 15% National Vo-
ters” Day here.

She said that the Elec-
tion Commission was mak-
ing special efforts to facili-
tate the voting process for
senior voters above 85
years of age, voters with
disabilities and tribal vo-
ters living in remote areas,
thus setting a good exam-

Roll of honour: Prasident Droupadi Murmu felicitates IPS officer
P.D. Nitya with the ‘Best Electoral Practices Award’ on Saturday. pTi

ple of inclusive and sensi-
tive election management.

In a separate message
on X, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said National
Voters’ Day was about cele-
brating India’s vibrant de-
mocracy and empowering
every citizen to exercise
their right to vote.

Instilling trust

Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal said that in
its 75-year journey, the
Election Commission had
strengthened democracy
by instilling trust in the pe-
ople. He appreciated the

initiatives of the poll body
such as home voting, em-
powering third gender vo-
ters to vote, introducing
Braille voter ID and ramps
at polling stations.

He added that the his-
toric milestone of 100
crore registered electors
would be an unprecedent-
ed achievement of Indian
democracy.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar, in his
address, said that “disTup-
tive campaigning” and
“fake narratives” might
cause disillusionment
among youngsters regard-

to make the process of voting inclusive and accessible to all

ing the electoral process
and requested political
parties to avoid such
activities,

Mr. Kumar assured pol-
itical parties that the poll
body would respond in
Writing to concerns flagged
by them on the electoral
process. His remarks came
on a day that the Congress
attacked the commission
saying its functioning had
made a “mockery” of the
Constitution and insulted
VOters.

Ms. Murmu conferred
the Best Electoral Practices
Awards on 22 recipients,
celebrating their outstand-
ing contributions to elec-
tion management, security
management, voter ediuca-
tion, and inclusivity. The
awards recognise excep-
tional contributions across
multiple categories in elec-
tion management for the
Lok Sabha and State As-
sembly elections held in
2024,

The Best Performing
State Award was given to
the Chief Election Officers
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Jharkhand, and Maharash-
fra.
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Simultaneous polls
will prevent policy
paralysis: Murmu

The President saic that
the decision to replace the

ian traditions of juris-
prudence, is the most
noteworthy effort.
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‘Stmultaneous polls will
prevent policy paralysis’

',Ihenewﬂ'ﬂuﬂuilawphcellmddmyuﬁus
ticeinstead of punistunent ag the centre of the cri.
ouinal justice system. Moreover, the new ks
gTant top priority ta Countenng crimes against
women and Reforms of such magnitude

Tequire an audacity of vision,” she noted.

The President’s speech dwelt upon a wide
tangeo(bsea:&lxndkmpsﬂhmwﬂkwﬁ-
hdluim,useo(aedunminﬁuandal

inlhcadnmsonsecmrmmmnfqmlﬁyur
learning, physical infrastrucrure and digital
inclusion. =

She also mentioned the ongoing Maia Kumbh
at j as an example of *fre<h e ni

Commenting o the 75 years since the Consti-

fudon was adopted, the President noted that it
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Sector.

"'l:z’nhm sterling efforts, India's econo-
my hlh.lenu:lhedobz] ECONomic trends.
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brosion in institutional
integrity of EC is a matter
of grave concern: Congress

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

On the occasion of Nation-
al Voters’ Day commemo-
rating the 75th anniversary
of the Election Commis-
sion, the Congress on Sa-
turday said “ceaseless ero-
sion of the institutional
integrity” of the commis-
sion was a matter of “grave
national concern”.

The principal Opposi-
tion party said that though
there would be much “self-
congratulation” to mark
the occasion, it did not ob-
scure the fact that the poll
panel’s functioning had
made a “mockery” of the
Constitution and was an in-
sult to the voters.

The party alleged that
over the past decade, the
professionalism and inde-
pendence of the EC had
been “severely compro-
mised” by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

“Even as we celebrate
National Voters’ Day, the
ceaseless erosion of the in-
stitutional integrity of the
Election Commission of In-
dia, in the last 10 years, is a
matter of grave national
concern,” Congress presi-

e :
Mallikarjun Kharge

dent Mallikarjun Kharge
said in a post on X.

Mr. Kharge said the EC
and parliamentary democ-
racy had over the decades,
despite widespread
doubts, turned out to be
impartial, independent,
and ideal for global
emulation.

Universal adult suffrage,
extending to the grassroots
levels of panchayat and ur-
ban bedies, embodied the
vision of the founders of
the Constitution, he said.

“However, complacen-
¢y in upholding democrat-
ic processes can inadver-
tently pave the way for
authoritarianism. There-
fore, safeguarding the in-
dependence of our institu-
tions is essential to
preserve our democracy
and uphold the constitu-
tional principles that un-

derpin it,” Mr. Kharge said.

Legacy of EC

Recounting the legacy of
the commission, Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh la-
mented the present state
of affairs,

“The Election Commis-
sion is a Constitutional bo-
dy. Its first Chairman was
the legendary Sulumar
Sen whose role in esta-
blishing the foundations of
our electoral democracy
was crucial. He was the
sole Chief Election Com-
missioner for eight years.
His ‘Report on the First
General Elections in India
1951-52’ is a classic,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said in a'post on X.

“Sadly, over the past de-
cade, the professionalism
and independence of the
Election Commission has
been severely compro-
mised by the PM-HM
[Home Minister] duo.
Some of its decisions are
now under challenge in the
Supreme Court,” he ad-
ded. He said the stand of
the EC on the concerns
raised by the Opposition in
the Assembly elections in
Haryana and Maharashtra
had been “shockingly
partisan”.
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President roots
for ‘one-nation
one election’ bill

VINEETA PANDEY [DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 25

President - Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday con-

gratulated the nation on

the Republic Day and said
these 75 years of the
Constitution are marked

by an all-round progress of f

a young republic. :
Addressing the nation on
the eve of the Republic
Day, the President advo-
cated for the ‘one nation,
one election’ initiative,

asserting it has the poten- -

tial to redefine "good gov-
ernance"” in the country by

promoting consistency in .

governance, preventing
policy paralysis, mitigat-
ing resource diversion,
and alleviating financial
burdens on the state.

She emphasised the gov;.

ernment’s ‘ongoing efforts
to “eliminate the rem-
nants B P8

President roots for ‘one-
nation one election’ hill

H Continued From Page 1

of a colonial mindset that
have lingered in the country
for decades” and cited the
replacement of the British-
era criminal laws with three
new modern laws.

“We have been witnessing
concerted efforts to change
that mindset... Reforms of
such magnitude require an
audacity of vision," she said.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the proposed bill
aimed at synchronising elec-
tion schedules across the
country, Ms Murmu noted,
“The 'one nation, ons elec-
tion' plan can offer numerous
benefits, including enhanced

- governance and reduced

financial strain.”

In discussing legal reforms,
she pointed out the need to
replace the Indian Penal
Code, the Code of Criminal
Procedure, and the Indian
Evidence Act with new laws
reflective of Indian tradi-
tions. She mentioned the
introduction of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhifa,
and the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, which prioritise
the delivery of justice over
mere punishment and place a
strong emphasis on address-
ing crimes against women
and children.

Reflecting on the signifi-
cance of the Constitution, the
President highlighted the
progress achieved over the
Dast 75 years. ; :

She said the Constitution
has become a living docu-
ment because civic virtues
have been part of our moral
compass for millennia. “The
Constitution provides the
ultimate foundation of our
collective identity as Indians;
it binds us together as a fami-
ly. For 75 years now, it has
guided the path of our
progress,” Ms Murmu said in
her third Republic Day
address to the nation. ;

“At the time  of
Independence, many parts of
the country faced extreme
poverty and hunger. However,

- we maintained a belief in

ourselves and created condi-
tions for growth,” she said.
The President mentioned
economic growth rate, high
number of startups, India’s
feat in space and sports
among several things that
make the citizens proud. “In
recent years, the economic

,growth rate has remained

persistently high, creating
job opportunities for our
youth, putting more money in
the hands of farmers and
labourers, and also lifting
more people out of
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' LETTERS _
VOTERS’ DAY

Daspite having a total vot-
ing population of 96.8 crore,
only 64.2 crore voted during
the hot summer months of
April and May. This is highly
disheartening and raises the
quastion of why such alarge
number of eligible volers.
choose not o exercise their
democratic right. itisa
well-known fact that the
months of April and May in
india are characterized by
scotching heat and high
temperatures. it is crucial to
undearstand that voting is
not just a right, bt a
responsibility of every citi-
zen, Let us encourage and
motivate others to exercise
their right to vote, regard-
less of the weather or any
other hindrances. A big
sahde to the dedication and
datermination of our glec-
tion officials, who trek
through dense forestsand -
rivers to ensure no voler is
ieft behind. A big salute to
their commitment and pas-
sion as they go the extra
mile for upholding democra-
cy and ensuring every vote
counts,
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Prez: ONOE can

redefine terms of
good governance
Ambika.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: President Droupa-
di Murmu on Saturday advo-
cated for the "One Nation One

@ Election” plan,
saying the pro-
posed reform
“promises to re-
il define the terms
&l of good govern-
B8 ance”. She said
it has the potential to promote
“consistency in governance,
prevent policy paralysis, miti-
gateresource diversion,andre-
duce financial burden” on the
exchequer:

In her address to the nation
on the eve of the 76th Republic
Day, Murmu highlighted the re-
form measures being taken by
thegovttoweed outremanantsof
the “colonial mindset” that per-
sisted even after Independence.

P Colonial mindset, Other b, 5

Many relics of a colonial
mindset have persisted
among us, says Murmu

PFromP1

¢ " he said “We won freedom
in 1947, but many relics of
'/ acolonialmindset persist-
ed among us for long. Of late,
we have been witnessing con-
certed efforts
to change that
mindset,” as
she cited the
decision to re-
place the Brit-
ish-era crimi-
nallaws with Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita and Bhara-
tiya Sakshya Adhiniyam.
Droupadi Murmu went on
to highlight that based also on
“Indian traditions of jurispru-
dence”, the new criminal laws
place the delivery of justice in-
stead of punishment at the
centre of the criminal justice
system. “Reforms of such
magnitude require an audaci-
tyof vision,” Murmuasserted.

“Another measure that prom-
ises to redefine the terms of
good governance is the bill in-
troduced in Parliament to syn-
chronise election schedules in
the country;” she added.

“The‘OneNation One Elec-
tion’ plan can promote consis-
tency in governance, prevent
policy paralysis, mitigate re-
source diversion, and reduce
the financial burden, apart
from offering many other ben-
efits,” Murmusaid.

Murmu spokeof afreshen-.
gagement with “our civilisa-
tional heritage” asshedrew at-
tention fo the ongoing Maha-
kumbh and said that it can be
seen as an “expression of the
richnessof that heritage”,

She also referred to efforts
made to support marginalised
communities,  particularly
those belonging to Scheduled
Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes
(ST), and Other Backward
Classes(0BC).



AAP poster calls Rahul

Tthe Ty iivaaey

OK

:‘ ) \\.‘k “\ h

Daded : 90\ Ra9 8

Gandhi dishonest,

Congress calls post defamatory, moves EC

Congress slams poll body on National
Voters Day over ‘erosion of integrity’

New Delhi: On National Voters Day, Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge expressed concern over what he described asthe
“ceaseless erosion of the institutional integrity” of the Election
Commission of India over the past decade, calling ita“matter of
grave national concern”. He also alleged that over the past decade,
“the professionalism and independence of the Election Commission
has been severely compromised by the PM-HM (Prime Minister
Narendra Modiand home minister Amit Shah) duo.”

Inastatementon X, Congress general secretary in-charge of
communications, Jairam Ramesh said, “There will be alot of
self-congratulation today but that will not obscure the factthat the
Election Commission as ithas been functioning makesa mockery of
the Constitution and is aninsultto the voters themselves.” He also
highlighted that some of the EC’s decisions are now under
challengein the Supreme Court, tin

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Taking offence
to a poster released by AAP
on social media platform X
calling leader of the opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi “dishon-
est”, Congress's Delhi unit
moved the Election Commis-
sion on Saturday, ealling the
post “defamatory”.

The poster, headlined ‘Ek
akela padega sab par bhaari
(One will outweigh everyone
else)’, bore a picture of AAP

convener Arvind Kejriwal

with the caption ‘Kejriwal ki
Imaandars and those of BJP
and Congress functionaries
beneath  his, captioned
‘...saare beimanon par pade-
gibhaari(...will outweigh all
dishonest people)’.

Apart from Rahul, the
poster has the photographs

of Ajay Maken and Sandeep
Dikshit of Congress, and PM
Modi, Amit Shah, Yogi Adi-
tyanath, Virendra Sachdeva
and Vijender Gupta of BJP

During Republic Day addr

NEW DELHI: President Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday advocated
for the "One Nation One
Election" initiative, asserting
it has the potential to redefine
"good governance” in the coun-
try by promoting consistency
in governance, preventing
policy paralysis, mitigating
resource diversion, and
alleviating financial burdens
on the state,

In her address to the nation ahead
of the 76th Republic Day, she em-
phasised the government's ongo-
ing efforts to “eliminate remnants
of a colonial mindset that have,
lingered in the country for dec-
ades” and cited the replacement of
the British-era criminal laws with
three new modern laws.

“We have been witnessing con-
certed efforts to change that
mindset... Reforms of such mag-
nitude require an audacity of vi-
sion,” she said.

Highlighting the significance of
the proposed bill aimed at syn-
chronising election schedules

This is not the first time
that AAP and Congress, both
partners in the opposition
INDIA bloc, have engaged in
a verbal duel in the run-up to

polls. But the chasm between
the two parties is likely to
deepen over this poster.

Reacting to the poster, All
India Mahila Congress chief
and party candidate from
Kalkaji Alka Lamba chal-
lenged Kejriwal to quit the
INDIA bloe. “You (Kejriwal)
were begging in front of us
foranallianceduring the Lok
Sabha elections. Congress
made the biggest mistake by
forging an alliance with your
party for the seven seats in
Delhi. Congress faced a huge
loss because of this,” Lamba
told news agency ANI.

No immediate reaction
wasavailablefrom AAP

Delhi Congress chief De-
vender Yadav said Kejriwal
should hold a mirror to him-
self before calling Rahul, Ma-
kenand Dikshit “dishonest™.
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Prez votes for simultaneous poils, cites
‘better governance, less finangial burden
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across the country, Murmu noted,
“The 'One Nation One Election'
plan can offer numerous benefits,
including enhanced governance
and reduced financial strain.”

In discussing legal reforims, she
pointed out the need to replace the
Indian Penal Code, the Code of
Criminal Procedure, and the Indi-
an Evidence Act with new laws
reflective of Indian traditions.

She mentioned the introduction
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Bharativa Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, and the Bharativa Sak-
shya Adhiniyam, which prioritise
the delivery of justice over mere

punishment and place a strong
emphasis on addressing crimes
against women and children.

Reflecting on the significance of
the Constitution, the President
highlighted the progress achieved
over the past 75 years.

“At the time of Independence,
many parts of the country faced
extreme poverty and hunger,

In R-Day address to nation,
Mirumu stresses efforis of
government {o remove
British-era criminal laws with
legislations suiting present day

However, we maintained a belief
in ourselves and created condi-
tions for growth,” she said.

Noting the contributions of
farmers and labourers, she said In-
dia’s economy now plays a pivotal
role in global economic trends, as-
serting that this transformation is
reoted in the framework estab-
lished by the Constitution,

The President also pointed to

ess to nation, Murmu hails the nation’s progress over 75 yrs

the persistently high economic

growth rate in recent years,

which has generated job opportu-

nities, increased income for farm-
ers and labourers, and lifted

many out of poverty.

She underscored the impor-
tance of inclusive growth and the
government's commitment to
welfare, making basic necessities
such as housing and access to
clean drinking water entitle-
ments for citizens.

Shifting focus to present-day
advancements, she highlighted
the government's emphasis on
physical infrastructure develop-
ment, which has laid the ground-
work for sustained growth.

Looking towards the future, the
President underscored the impor-
tance of education in shaping the
next generation.

As India marches confidently
towards the future, the President
affirmed that the dreams of to-
day's youth, particularly young
women, will shape the nation by
the time it celebrates a century of
independence.



WAKEUPGAL

DO . AMexr
Dared: 26013035

Termites eat up ballot paper, HC

tells candidate to accept reality

= THAMARAI SELVAN

CHENNAI: An aspiring candidate who
contested in a cooperative society
election returned dejected after the
Madras High Court dismissed her
petition to reconduct the poll as
some of the ballot papers were
destroyed by termites noting that
some things are not in our control.

Justice CV Karthikeyan wished the
candidate all the best, if she plans to
participate in the election again, while
dismissing her plan to reconduct the
poll.

K Kauvery joined the race in Primary
Agricultural Cooperative Credit Socie-
ty, Periyakattupalayam, Cuddalore,
conducted on September 3, 2018. She
contested in one of the three posts re-
served for women in the general catege-
ry, and elected candidates would go on
to serve a five-year term. On the polling
day, 1,311 votes were recorded, and the
counting was scheduled for the next
day. However, due to various reasons,
the counting was delayed until January
6, 2020.

Unfortunately, 124 ballot papers were

DT Nexdr, O=ted: 3 Lo\ a9%

damaged by the termites that claimed
the boxes, as they had been left un-
touched for three months. Moreover,
some ballot boxes were damaged by
rainwater seeping through them.

Kauvery lost the polls, and aggrieved
by the conditions, she made a rep-
resentation to the Tamil Nadu State Co-
operative Societies Election Commis-
sion to declare the election as null and
void due to the damages incurred to the
ballot papers. She also sought to re-
schedule the election from the stage of
scrutinising nomination papers. As the
respondent refused her representation,
she moved the HC.

The court refused to accept the peti-
tioner’'s contention that she would win
the election if the damaged ballot papers
were counted; the judge held that the
statement was made on presumption.

The respondents had no role in the
situation as the damage was done by ter-
mites, which they could not prevent, the
judge held. “The fact is that the votes
were destroyed by termites and not on
account of any deliberate act. It had
happened beyond the respondents’ con-
trols, and the petitioner should accept
the fact,” wrote the judge.

v tmgmuper centveter

.-Ihey‘haveappeafedto ECto
_come up with online polling
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