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EC invites suggestions to
improve electoral process

The Election Commission (EC) of India has
invited party presidents and senior leaders for
suggestions to further strengthen the electoral
process within the legal framework. It will accept
suggestions from all the national and State
political parties, till April 30, 2025. In a letter to
political parties on Tuesday, the Commission also
envisaged a discussion with the party presidents
and senior members, at a mutually convenient
time, to further strengthen electoral processes,
in accordance with the law, an official release
said. The Commission urged political parties to
proactively use the mechanism of decentralised
engagement.
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NEW DELHI

mid a raging con-

troversy over dupli-

cate voter ID card
numbers, the Election
Commission on Tuesday
invited the heads and se-
nior leaders of all political
parties for an interaction
to  “further strengthen
electoral processes”.

The EC has also invited
all national and State polit-
ical parties to submit sug-
gestions by April 30, re-
garding any unresolved
issues at the local level.

The issue of duplicate
elector photo identity card
(EPIC) numbers was first
raised by the Trinamool
Congress, which had made
public a list of people with
the same numbers.

The Congress, which
had already alleged large-

Clearing the air

Following complaints of voter list manipulation, the Election
Commission reaches out to political parties

Itinvites leaders of all
political parties for
an interaction to “further
strengthen electoral

processes”

Poll body seeks
suggestions from all
~ political parties by April 30
- onany unresolved issue

@

scale voter list manipula-
tion during the Maharash-
tra Assembly election, also
began highlighting the is-
sue.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi raised the mat-
ter in the Lok Sabha,
saying that the entire Op-
position has been demand-
ing a discussion on.voter
lists.

In its individual letters
to political parties on Tues-
day, the poll body said that
the Representation of the
People Act of 1950 and
1951; Registration of Elec-
tors Rules, 1960; Conduct
of Election Rules, 1961; or-
ders of the Supreme Court;
and instructions, manuals
and handbooks issued by
the EC from time to time
have together established a

Congress raised plaints during Maharashtra polls

decentralised, robust, and
transparent legal frame-
work for holding free and
fair elections.

“The Commission also
envisaged an interaction
with the Party Presidents
and senior members of the
party, at a mutually conve-
nient time, to further
strengthen electoral pro-
cesses in accordance with
the established law,” the
EC said in a statement.

State-level engagement
Political parties are key
among the 28 stakeholders
identified by the Commis-
sion as per the Constitu-
tion and the statutory fra-
mework covering all
aspects of electoral pro-
cesses, the statement ad-
ded.
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Opening moves

A political churn is happening after
the 2024 general election

! s political parties are repositioning them-

selves in response to changed circum-

stances, a realignment of politics appears
to be underway, nearly a year after the general
election in 2024. The non-Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) parties, that assembled as a putative nation-
al opposition under the INDIA banner, do not
have a shared goal now. In fact, the Assembly
alections in Bihar in late 2025, and in Assam,
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala in early
2026 will seatter these parties further, and possi-
bly pave the way for a reconfiguration of politics
in these States and beyond. Some indicators are
clear. Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader
Prakash Karat said recently that INDIA was meant
only for the Lok Sabha election and was specific
to particular States. The Left and the Congress
will face off in Kerala in what is going to be one of
their most combative contests ever. In West Ben-
gal, the Left and the All India Trinamool Congress
(TMC) cannot form an alliance while the Con-
gress will weigh its options between the two. In
Tamil Nadu, the Left and the Congress could both
be in the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam’s tent, but
that is not a certainty yet. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Congress, that revived their old riv-
alries amid heightened bitterness during the Del-
hi Assembly election recently, are setto continue
their clash in Punjab, Gujarat and Goa.

The marginal gains of these parties had the ag-
gregate impact of pushing the BJP to the brink of
defeat in the general election but it was more
happenstance than a new trend as developments
in the following months have shown. Insurmoun-
table contradictions in the calculations of indivi-
dual non-BJP parties soon made INDIA dysfunc-
tional, though the parties coordinate their
parliamentary strategy to some extent. These
parties are united in demanding more transpa-
rency in the electoral process and the accounta-
bility of the Election Commission of India. The
BJP, meanwhile, has acted with alacrity to shore
up its base and win the Assembly elections in Ha-
ryana, Maharashtra and Delhi. The BJP and the
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam are
also showing signs of a thaw in their relationship
after having been routed in the general election
that they fought separately in Tamil Nadu.
Emerging conversations around questions of
education and language policy and delimitation
are generating a fresh political churn. The region-
al parties are facing a crisis in parts of the coun-
try, and the eclipse of some of them looks in-
creasingly possible. But a lot more churn is likely
before political alliances have a settled look.
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Ex-CJI cites loopholes in Bill -

on simultaneous polls, calls
for amendment to EC powers

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Former Chief Justice of In-
dia and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Ranjan Gogoi, in a
three-hour  deliberation
with Parliament’s Joint
Committee reviewing the
Bill on simultaneous elec-
tions on Tuesday, said the
legislation had loopholes,
and cautioned that it
would not be advisable to
give the Election Commis-
sion unrestricted powers
to decide the schedule,
sources said.

The committee, headed
by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary,
is reviewing the Constitu-
tion (129th Amendment)
Bill, 2024, which was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on
December 17, 2024. The
Bill seeks to empower the
commission to conduct si-
multaneous elections to
the Lok Sabha and the
Assemblies.

Sources said P. Wilson,
Rajya Sabha member of
the DMK, said Section 82
A(5) of the new Bill stated
that “if the Election Com-
mission is of the opinion
that the elections to any
Legislative Assembly can-
not be conducted along
with the general election to

Ranjan Gogoi

the House of the People, it
may make a recommenda-
tion to the President, to de-
clare by an order, that the
election to that Legislative
Assembly may be conduct-
ed at a later date”. By not
specifying a deadline for
the Election Commission,
was not the legislation giv-
ing it “arbitrary and unreg-
ulated powers,” he asked.

‘Unchecked powers’
Accepting the view, Justice
Gogoi said it would not be
advisable to do so and the
Section needed to be suita-
bly amended to plug the
loophole. The EC, he said,
could not be given un-
checked powers to decide
to prolong or curtail an As-
sembly’s tenure.

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari gave the example of

1991 general elections,
when the outgoing Prime
Minister, Chandra Shek-
har, citing the law and or-
der situation in Punjab and
withheld the pells in Pun-
jab. Election to the Lok
Sabha seats of Punjab was
held along with those to
the Assembly in 1992. The
commission, unlike the
Union government, does
not have machinery to
help it take such decisions,
Mr. Tewari said, according
t0 SOUrces.

In the previous meeting
of the panel, former Chief
Justice of India U.U. Lalit
had pointed out several in-
firmities with the Bill, and
argued that it could not
withstand a legal
challenge.

The panel has decided
to launch a website to get
the views of the general pu-
blic on the Bill. This move
comes after the Opposition
questioned the submission
by the high-level commit-
tee headed by former Pre-
sident Ram Nath Kovind
that 80% of response that it
received on the Bill was in
favour of simultaneous
elections. The parliamen-
tary panel has asked the
Kovind committee to sub-
mit all the responses.
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% Poll body seeks suggestions on ways to strengthen processes

Amid claims of fake votes, EC

Invites
DC CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, MARCH 11

Amid controversies over
duplicate voter ID num-
bers and allegations of dis-

crepancies in electoral
rolls, the Election
Commission (EC) on

Tuesday invited sugges-
tions from all national and
state political parties by
April 30 for any unresolved
issues at the level of elec-
toral registration officers
(ERO), district election
officers (DEO) and chief
electoral officers ( CEQ).
The issue of duplicate
numbers has also found
an echo in Parliament
with Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi
demanding a discussion
in the House on the issue
of voter lists on which sev-
eral political parties have
raised certain questions.
Raising the issue during

BIP leaders Om Pathak, Sukanta Majumdar,

Amit Malviya

and others come out after meeting Election Commissioners

at Nirvachan Sadan in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Zero Hour, Mr Gandhij
said the entire opposition
has been demanding a dis-
cussion on voter lists.

In a bid to iron out the
differences, the poll body
has invited the party pres-
idents and senior leaders
of political parties for con-
sultations with them to
clear doubts and take
their suggestions on ways

—PTI

to strengthen electoral
processes.

In an individual letter
issued to political parties,
the Election Commission
has said that while the
suggestions can be given
through emails, the indi-
vidual meetings will be
held at a mutually conven-
ient time.

Earlier, during a confer-

ence last week, Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar had
instructed chief electoral
officers, district election
officers and electoral regis-
tration officers of all states
and Union territories to
hold regular interactions
with political parties,
resolve any suggestions
received in such meetings -
strictly within the legal
framework already in
place, and submit an
action taken report to the
commission by March 81.

The poll panel also urged
political parties to proac-
tively use this mechanism
of decentralised engage-
ment. Political parties are
one of the key stakehold-
€rs amongst 28 stakehold-
ers identified by the com-
mission as per the
Constitution and statuto- .
ry framework covering all
aspects of electoral
processes.

g[s for intra‘ction
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EC CALLS PARTIES FOR MEET
TO RAISE PENDING ISSUES

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 11

Amid controversies over
duplicate voter ID num-
bers and allegations of
discrepancies in electoral
rolls, the Election Commi-
ssion (EC) on Tuesday
invited suggestions from
all national and state
political parties by April

30 for any unresolved
issues at the level of elec-
toral registration officers
(ERO), district election
officers (DEOQ) and chief
electoral officers (CEO).
_In a bid to iron out the
differences, the poll body
has invited the party pres-
idents and senior leaders
of political parties for con-
sultations. Full report ® P7

BJP, BJD, TMC teams meet

poll body to voice concerns
EC urges parties to send agents for election training

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 11

Delegations of Trinamul
Congress (TMC),
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) on Tuesday met the
Election Commissioners to
formally hand over their a
memorandum  carrying
their doubts, grievances
and suggestions. While
agreeing to look into their
issues, the EC also asked
the parties to send their
election related agents for
training of electioh laws,
rules and process to be con-
ducted by the poll body.
Raising the issue of ‘the
duplicate EPIC numbers,
the TMC has alleged this
was done with an inten-
tion to influence the West
Bengal Assembly elec-
' tions next year. The BJD
has been alleging discrep-
ancy in vote count and has
been asking EC to clarify
the variations. The BJP

' RAISING THE issue of
the duplicate EPIC num-
bers, the TMC has
alleged this was done
with an intention to influ-
ence the West Bengal
Assembly polls next year

too has separately in a
petition claimed that West
Bengal has over 13 lakh
duplicate voters with 8,415
people having similar
EPIC numbers are regis-
tered as voters.

It is learnt that the EC
informed BJD delegation
that political parties are
important stakeholders
who are involved at every
stage of the electoral
process and as per the
Conduct of Election
Rules, 1961, the record of
votes polled in all boeths
is already given to the
Polling Agents of all can-
didates as per Form 17C.

Apart from its ongoing
contention on duplicate

EPIC, the TMC in its five
page memorandum to EC
on Tuesday also alleged
duplicate Aadhar cards
were made for registra-
tion of ‘fake voters. The
TMC has claimed that
since concerns have been
raised in several states
about “arbitrary” deletion
of names of voters from
electoral rolls and addi-
tion of new names, the EC
should put in place a
mechanism where a sepa-
rate list of deletions, new
additions and modifica-
tions are made public for -
better transparency.

The EC told TMC that all
concerns, including dupli-
cate EPIC numbers, dupli-
cate, shifted and dead vot-
ers and illegal migrants,
will be resolved by each
booth level officer and
concerned electoral regis-
tration officer with active
participation of booth
level agents appointed by
all political parties.
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Oppn parties keep up stir over EPIC, 7
three-language formula, delimitation

New Delhi: Opposition parties on Tuesday keptup their
protestsinsideand outside Parliament over issues suchas
duplicate EPIC numbers, the three-language formulaand
delimitation but did not stall House proceedings.

Onthe alleged “voter card fraud” that Trinamool Congress
firstflagged with a list of duplicate EPIC numbers, the party was
supported by Congress, BJDand others which walked outofthe
Rajya Sabhainthe morning. Later,aTMC delegation of 10 MPs
marched to the Election Commission for a meeting with the poll
panel. DMK MPs staged a protestin the Parliament complex
againstthe three-language formula under the new National
Education Policy and demanded that education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan apologise for his remarks againstthe
Tamil Nadu govt. DMK MPs raised slogans outside the House
and carried posters saying ‘Tamil Nadu educates, BJP
manipulates’. MDMK MP Vaiko alleged the three-language
policy was aimed at destroying states. —Mohua Chatterjee



The New AINan ExPreds
Dozed:12.03:2028
Amid row over duplicate
voter cards, EC calls for
discussion with parties

MUKESH RANJAN @New Celhi

AMID the raging row over du-
plicate Electoral Photo Identity
Card (EPIC) numbers, the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) has writ-
ten to all political parties, ask-
ing them to participate in a
meeting to strengthen the elec-
tion process within the legal
framework, indicating that
such an interaction could fake
place at their convenience.

In the meantime, the poll
panel also invited suggestions
from all national and re-
gional parties to flag un-
resolved election issues &
by April 30 with con- =
cerned officials.

At a recent infernal
meeting, Chief Election
Comunissioner (CEC) Gy-
anesh Kumar had directed
poll officials fo hold regular in-
teractions with political par-
ties, resolve issues and submit
an action taken report by
March 31. He had also urged po-
litical parties to proactively use
this mechanism of deceniral-
ised engagement.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
Trinamool Congress (TMC) on
Tuesday afternoon met the EC
to raise the issue of duplicate
EPIC numbers. The Commis-
sion in a statement said it had
assured the delegation that all

P -

... as voters’ duplication
row hits Parliament

The mattar Is creating ripples in
the ongoing session of Parliament
with opposition members
flagging the issue of duplicate
£PIC numbers. The Congress has
been demanding discussion on
+he issue in both Houses with

the TMC alleging “serious flaws"
in the electoral rolls.

concerns “including duplicate
EPIC numbers, duplicate, shift-
od and dead voters and ille-
gal migrants will be re-
solved by each Booth
Level Officer and con-
cerned Electoral Regis-
tration Officer with ac-
tive participation of
Booth Level Agents ap-
pointed by parties”.

The Commission’s initiative
comes amid the uproar by op-
position parties over alleged
tampering of electoral rolls in
last month’s Delhi assembly
clections and the Maharashtra
assembly polls last year

The matter is creating rip-
ples in the ongoing session of
Parliament with the Opposi:
tion flagging the issue of dupli-
cate EPIC numbers. The Con-
gress has been demanding
discussion on alleged discrep-
ancies in voters’ lists.
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EC to discuss poll roll
anomalies with parties

NEW DELHI: Amid allegations
of fudging of electoral rolls,
the Election Commission on
Tuesday invited political
parties for an interaction to
strengthen the electoral
process.

In a statement, the EC said it has
invited suggestions from all na-
tional and state political parties
by April 30 for “any unresclved
issues “ at the level of electoral
registration officers, district
election officers and chief elec-
toral officers.

In individual letters issued to
political parties Tuesday, the
Commission also suggested an
interaction with party presi-
dents and senior members “ata
mutually convenient time, to fur-
ther strengthen electoral pro-
cesses in accordance with the es-
tablished law. “

During an EC conference last
week, Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar had in-
structed CEOs, DEOs and EROs
of all states to hold regular inter-
actions with political parties, re-
solve any suggestions received
in such meetings strictly within
the legal framework already in
place and submit an action taken
report by March 31.

The Commission had also
urged political parties to pro-ac-
tively use this mechanism of de-
centralised engagement. Politi-
cal parties are one of the key
stakasholders among 28 identified
by it.

In its letter to political parties,
EC also noted that Representa-
tion of the People Act 1950 and
1951, Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960, Conduct of Election
Rules, 1961; orders of Supreme
Court have established a decen-

EC had aiso urged
parties to pro-actively
use this mechanism
of decentralised
engagement

tralised; robust and fransparent
legal framework for holding free
and fair elections.

The issue of duplicate num-
bers has also found echo in Par-
liament with Rahul Gandhi de-
manding a discussion in the
House on the issue of voter lists
on which political parties have
raised certain questions. - -

Raising the issue during Zero
Hour, Gandhi said the entire op-
position has been demanding a
discussion on voter lists.
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