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1200 voters at any polling station

EC: Now there will not be more than 1200
voters at any polling station; Election
Commission's decision, know what is the
rule now

News Desk, Amar Ujala, New Delhi Published by: shiv shukla Updated Sun, 16 Mar 2025 10:54
PM IST

Within about a month of assuming office, the new Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has started taking proactive and decisive
steps to resolve legacy issues pending for decades. For this, it was decided
to hold all-party meetings at the level of EROs, DEOs and CEOs before
March 31.

Gyanesh Kumar — Photo: PTI

Expansion

The Election Commission has found a solution to the apprehensions of political parties
regarding the difference in voting figures. Now there will not be more than 1200 voters
at any polling station. Commission sources have said that this issue has been pending
for more than a decade. Therefore, the Commission has decided that in future, there
will not be more than 1200 voters at any polling station in any election. This will enable
voting to be completed before time and there will be no long queues. Till now, up to
1500 voters could exercise their franchise at one polling station. Recently, in the
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and Haryana assembly elections, political parties had
accused the Election Commission of making major changes in the voting percentage
figures.

Chief Election Commissioner begins taking proactive and decisive steps to



resolve pending issues
New Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, within about a month of assuming
office, has started taking proactive and decisive steps to resolve legacy issues pending
for decades. For this, it was decided to hold all-party meetings at the level of ERO,
DEO and CEO before 31 March. For the first time, the Commission has sought
suggestions from all national and state parties within the legal framework by 30 April
this year. The Commission has also agreed to provide a solution to the duplicate EPIC
issue pending for almost 25 years in the next 3 months.

To provide training to agents, polling agents and counting agents
The Commission will for the first time provide training to field level political agents
including booth level agents, polling agents, counting agents and election agents
about their important role as per the legal framework. As a result of the Commission's
unwavering commitment towards the voters, voter cards will be made for all genuine
Indian citizens above 18 years of age. Linking Voter ID card with Aadhar is one step
in this regard. Besides this, the Election Commission will also discuss the concerns of
political parties in detail in the meeting to be held on 18 March. Home Secretary,
administrative head and other key officials will participate in the meeting.
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Aadhaar-EPIC Linking: Election Commission To Meet Key Officers On

March 18; Will The Integration Resolve Voter Roll Issues?

The meeting is scheduled in the Election Commission on Tuesday. The ECI has invited
suggestion from all national and state parties by April 30.
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Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has called for a discussion with the
Home Secretary, Secretary Legislative Department and CEQ UIDAI with the
Commission, on the linking of EPIC and Aadhaar on March 18. The meeting is
scheduled in the Election Commission on Tuesday. Moreover, the ECI has invited
suggestion from all national and state parties by April 30. This has been done to
address any unresolved electoral issues at the level of Electoral Registration Officers
(ERO), District Election Officers (DEO), or Chief Electoral Officers (CEO).

The meeting comes against the backdrop of the allegations of irregularities in
electoral rolls by the opposition.

ECI earlier on March 10, stated that the matter related to duplicate voter id card is a
“legacy issue.” It had also directed states to remove all discrepancies in the elector’s
photo identity card during annual electoral roll updates.



Clarification on the EPIC number was also given. The poll body stated that an elector
can cast a vote only at their designated polling station irrespective of the EPIC
number. It further said that to allay any apprehensions, all cases of duplicate EPIC
numbers will be resolved within three months’ time by ensuring a unique EPIC
number for the existing electors having duplicate EPIC numbers and for future
clectors as well.

Notably, the Trinamool Congress had raised the issue of electors in West Bengal and
other states having the same EPIC number. It le EC to acknowledge that some state
chief electoral officers had used the wrong alphanumeric series while issuing EPIC
numbers.

Election Photo Identity Card (EPIC) number is a 10-digit unique identification
number assigned by the ECI to each registered voter.

ECI On Aadhaar—EPIC Linking

After an amendment to the Representation of the People Act, 1951, in 2021 enabled
Aadhaar linking with EPIC. The ECI began collecting Aadhaar numbers from
electors on a voluntary basis in 2022. However, the EC is yet to link the two
databases. This was done to aid the EC in detecting duplicate registration of the
voters to clean up the electoral rolls. But the Aadhaar-EPIC linking was not made
mandatory. The ECI had justified the reason for integration which aimed to improve
accessibility to voting and reducing voter fraud. However, people expressed concern
about demographic information being exposed to EPIC database.



ANndic. T6day -PoSr Lxem Sx’
Dotsliyg03-2aq3%

IndiaToda
R oaioday §

Poll panel's big voter ID cleanup
3 month deadline to end duplicate IDs
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Opposition walks out of RS
over EPIC row, delimitation

Notices under Rule 267 were not accepted by Deputy Chairman Harivansh; other MPs pressed for

discussions on Airtel, Jio's deals with Starlink, atrocities against SCs, STs and OBCs in West Bengal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

pposition MPs, in-
0 cluding of the Con-

gress and Trina-
mool Congress, walked out
of the Rajya Sabha on Mon-
day after their demand for
a discussion on the dupli-
cate voter ID card numbers
and delimitation was
disallowed.

Ten MPs from the Trina-
mool, Congress and Left
parties gave notices under
Rule 267 that calls for set-
ting aside business of the
day to take up discussion
on the issue being raised
through them. But Deputy
Chairman Harivansh said
they could not be accepted
as they were not in confor-
mity with the rulings of the
Chair on such notices. |

While the Trinamool
and Congress MPs sought
to raise the duplicate voter
ID eard number issue, par-
ties from Tamil Nadu want-

P

Topic of discussion: Rajya Sabha members during the Budget

Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Monday. SANSAD TV

ed to discuss the impact of
the upcoming delimitation
exercise on the southern
States.

Slogans raised
Opposition members
raised slogans and pressed
for a discussion. However,
they staged a walkout after
Mr. Harivansh said that
their notices had not been
accepted and nothing they
said was going on record.

Sukhendu Sekhar Roy,
Mausam B. Noor, and Sush-
mita Dev (Trinamool) and
Pramod Tiwari (Congress)
had demanded a discus-
sion over the alleged lapse
of the Election Commis-
sion in the issuance of mul-
tiple duplicate voter ID
card numbers across the
States, Mr. Harivansh said.

P. Wilson of the DMK
and V. Sivadasan of the CPIL
(M) demanded a discus-

sion on concern of the
southern States over the
delimitation exercise.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Samik Bhatta-
charya wanted to discuss
increased instances of
atrocities against the Sche-
duled and Other Backward
Class communities in West
Bengal.

The Communist Party of
India’s P. Sandosh Kumar
sought to raise the issue of
the impact of the deals by
Bharti Airtel and Reliance
Jio with Elon Musk’s Star-
link for providing satellite
broadband Internet in
India.

While Sanjay Singh of
the Aam Aadmi Party de-
manded a discussion on
the increase in crimes and
deteriorating law and or-
der in Delhi, Haris Beeran
of the Indian Union Muslim
League wanted one on the
issue of increased instanc-
es of drug addiction among
youth in Kerala.
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ECI caps number
of voters in every
booth to be 1200

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
'NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

In a bid to encourage vot-
ers and reduce their
inconvenience, chief elec-
tion commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh  Kumar has
tasked the = Election
Commission (EC) and its
subordinate offices to
ensure that no polling sta-
tion has more than 1,200
electors in the future elec-
tions so that the voting
can be completed well
within time and without
long queues. Bihar, where
Assembly polls are due in
October-November, will
be the first state that will
see 1,200 voters in one
polling station. ‘
At present, 1,500 electors
are allowed to vote in one
polling station. Sources in
the EC said rationalisa-

tion of polling booths has
been a pending issue for
more than a decade. As
per rules, polling booths
have to be within 2 km of
the residence area of the
voters. Lowering the
number of voters by
increasing polling booths
will help complete polling
in time and get accurate
voter turnout data well
within time. Presently,

" the voter turnout data

gets much delayed due to
long queues during the
closing hours, leading fo
complaints from the polit-
ical parties. '

This initiative is part of
the proactive steps being
taken by the new CEC to

" resolve several legacy

issues pending for
decades with the EC in
less than a month of his
taking over.
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OPPN WALKS OUT
OF RS OVER EC LAPSES
IN DUPLICATE CARDS

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

The Opposition MPs in
Rajya Sabha staged a
walkout on Monday
morning after their
demand for a discussion
on the issue of multiple
elector photo identity
cards (Epic) bearing
identical numbers was
rejected.

As soon as deputy
chairman Harivansh
announced that 16
notices seeking suspen-
sion of business to dis-
cuss various issues were
rejected, the Opposition
MPs were on their feet,
with the Congress and
TMC demanding immedi-
ate debate on Epic issue.
They were joined by
other parties, including
the Samajwadi Party,
DMK, AAP, RJD, CPI(M),
CPI and others. As many
as 10 MPs gave notices
under rule 267.
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on EPIC issue in RS
New Delhi: The Opposition
MPs in Rajya Sabha staged a
walkout on Monday morning
after their demand for a dis--
cussion on the issue of mul-
tiple Electoral Photo Identity
Cards (EPIC) bearing identi-
cal numbers was rejected.
As soon as deputy Chairman
Harivansh announced that 16
notices seeking suspension
of business to discuss vari-
ous issues were rejected, the
Opposition MPs were on
their feet, with the Congress
and TMC demanding imme-
diate debate on EPIC issue.
They were joined by other
- parties, including the
Samajwadi Party, DMK, AAP,
RJD, CPI(M), CPI and others. -
As many as 10 MPs gave
notices under rule 267.
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy,
Mausam B. Noo and
Sushmita Dev (TMC) and
Pramod Tiwari (Congress)
have demanded a discussion
over the alleged lapse of
Election Commission in
issuance-of multiple dupli-
cate Electronic Electoral
Photo Identity Card across
states, Mr Harivansh said.
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Oppn walks out of RS as discussion on
voter card, delimitation turned down

RAJESIENUMERITHAKDS, @ tevibe il

THE Rajya Sabha on Monday
witnessed a walkout by mem-
bers of Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Congress and the
TMC, after their demand for a
discussion on the Election
Commission’s alleged lapses in
issuing multiple duplicate vot-
er ID cards and delimitation
was disallowed.

Ten Opposition MPs gave no-
tices under Rule 267, which
calls for setting aside business
of the day to take up the issue
being raised through them.
However, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh refused to enter-
tain the notices.

While TMC and Congress
MPs sought to raise the issue of
duplicate voter ID cards in the
House, Tamil parties wanted to
discuss the impact of the ensu-
ing delimitation exercise on
southern states.

The proceedings continued
after the walkout. BJP MP
Samik Bhattacharya urged the
government to ensure the safe
return of Bangladeshi novelist
Taslima Nasrin to Kolkata,
from where she was forced to
leave. While raising the matter
during the Zero Hour in the Ra-

jya Sabha, Bhattacharya noted
that Nasrin had written her
1993 novel ‘Lajja’ to dwell upon
the unspeakable atrocities be-
ing inflicted on the Hindu mi-
norities in Bangladesh.

In the same session, NCP MP
Fauzia Khan expressed con-
cern over the rise in accidents
involving school buses and
vans and urged the government
to formulate a national school
transport policy to establish
uniform safety regulations
across all states. Discussing the
matter during the Zero Hour in
the Upper House, Khan cited a
study to highlight the lack of
safety measures in vehicles
transporting schoolchildren.

“Despite having one of the
highest rates of road crash fa-
talities globally, India does not
have a uniform comprehensive
national policy on school trans-
port safety,” she said.
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‘One poll’ is unconstitutional, former
law panel chief AP Shah tells JPC

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

DEPOSING before the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) examining the ‘One na-
tion One election’ Bill, former
Delhi High Court chief justice
A P Shah on Monday submit-
ted a 12 page note asserting
that the proposed legislation is
uncenstitutional, violative of
democratic principles and the
federal structure, according to
sources.

Meanwhile, senior advocate
Harish Salve who appeared be-
fore the panel argued that the
proposed law meets the consti-
tutional requirements

The sources said Shah, a

‘former law commission chair-
man, faulted the bill on several
counts, including the power
given to the Election Commis-
sion to recommend postponing
state assembly polls.

Salve, however, rejected the
arguments that the one-nation-
one-election (ONOE) bills fly in
the face of the Constitution’s
basie structure and federal
principles. Responding to a
query by DMK MP P Wilson,
Salve admitted that the ONOE

is a conditional legislation, ac-
cording fo sources.

He said the bills do not curb
people’s voting rights, adding
that the constitutional amend-
ments proposed by one of the
proposed laws are very much
within the bounds of the Con-
stitution, the sources said.

Both Salve and Shah took
questions from the members of
the committee headed by BJP
MP. P P Chaudhary separately
in a nearly five-hour sitting.

Chaudhary described the
meeting as “positive”, noting
that members had a chance to
ask guestions and seek elarifi-
cations from them. While Salve
took around three hours, Shah’s

session lasted for two hours, he
added. Salve was also one of
the members of the high-level
committee headed by former
president Ram Nath Kovind-
that recommended simultane-
ous Lok Sabha and state assem-
bly elections. Shah was among
the legal experts whose views
were sought by the committee
as well, and he is believed to
have expressed his disapproval
of the ONOE proposal.

Shah told the committee that
assembly elections should be
held for a full five-year term,
said sources. The bill proposes
that once the law for simultane-
ous elections is notified, then
polls for all state assemblies
will be held along with the next
parliamentary election irre-
spective of the length of their
remaining terms.

He did not support the view
that the simultaneous polls
would lead to the saving of
large amounts of public money,
the sources said.

When asked about the alter-
native to the proposals of the
bills, Shah said he would be
sharing his views with the com-
mitiee later.
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