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EC sets ball rolling on linking
voter ID cards with Aadhaar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday set the
ball rolling for linking Aad-
haar with elector photo
identity card (EPIC) num-
bers. The poll body said it
would soon begin techni-
cal consultations with the
Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAD)
on the issue.

The decision was made
after a high-level meeting
of the full commission, led
by Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar, an
official statement said.

Commenting on the EC
statement on its intent to
link EPIC numbers with
Aadhaar, the Empowered
Action Group of Leaders
and Experts (EAGLE) of the
Congress in a statement
said the EC must consultall
political parties and other
stakeholders and assure

Plan in motion: Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar and

other officials during a high-level meetingin Delhi. FT

them that “there are suffi-
cient guardrails to not de-
ny a single eligible voter
the right to vote”.

The Election Commis-
sion, however, said inking
of EPIC with Aadhaar
would only be done under
provisions of Article 326,
which says voting rights
can only be given to citi-
zens. Aadhaar card only
establishes the identity of a
person.

It further said the link-
ing would also take into ef-
fect as per the provisions
of Sections 23(4), 23(5) and
23(6) of the Representation
of the People Act, 1950 and
in line with the Supreme
Court judgment in WP (ci-
vil) No. 177/2023. ;

This in effect means that
linkage would be done on-
ly in cases where Aadhaar
has been submitted volun-
tarily by the elector.
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EC relents, to hear pleas to
upload booth-wise turnou

Supreme Court Bench directs petitioners to make representation before poll panel in 10 days;

they have sought authenticated, scanned, legible account of votes after each phase of polling

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Tuesday asked
the Election Com-
mission to meet with peti-
tioners and hear their de-
mand to upload on its
official website authenti-
cated, scanned, and legible
account of votes recorded

booth-wise after each
phase of polling.
A Bench headed by

Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
directed Lok Sabha mem-
ber Mahua Moitra and re-
presentatives of the Asso-
ciation for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) to make
their representation before
the EC in 10 days. The pa-
nel agreed to grant the pe-
titioners a hearing to re-
solve the issues.

The panel’s willingness
to do so signalled a mellow-

Casefile

The demand for EC to publish booth-level vater turnout data
follows other attempts to make the poll process more transparent.

Here are the two sides:

Petitioners’ stance

= Delay in publishing voter
turnout data followed by a
sharp spike in figures from
polling percentages in the

EC affidavitin May 2024

» There was no ‘legal mandate’
to provide the data to any person
other than candidates or their
polling agents

2024 Lok Sabha election

..I.EEm a_mna_u.msﬂ_._

| = Form 17C to be shared only with
candidates and their agents

between the count of
voters at poll booths
and the voter turnout
published later on

= Suspicions of switching
of electronic voting
machines
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= Turnout is
‘= being released
i through a
voter turnout
app, website,
. and press
releases

EC begins steps
to link voter ID
with Aadhaar

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission (EC)
on Tuesday set the ball rolling
for linking Aadhaar with elector
photo identity card (EPIC)
numbers, The commission said
that it would soon begin
technical consultations with
the UIDAI on the issue. The
decision was made after a
high-level meeting led by Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. » PAGE 15

ing of its stance with a new
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Gyanesh Kumar, at
its helm. An affidavit filed
by the EC in the Supreme
Court in May 2024 had ta-
ken an uncompromising
position against the public

disclosure of turnout data.
It had argued there was no
such “legal mandate” to
provide the data to any
person other than candi-
dates or polling agents.
The ADR had primarily
sought the uploading of

scanned copies of Form
17C (account of votes re-
corded) after every phase
of polling in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

From Page One

™

EC tohear pleason '
booth-wise turnout

Rule 498 and Rule 56C (2) of the Conduct of Elec-
tion Rules, 1961 require the Presiding Officer to
prepare an account of votes recorded in Form 17C
(Part I) format. :

The NGO had alleged an inordinate delay in pu-
blishing voter turnout details followed by a sharp
spike in figures from the initial voter turnout per-
centages released by the EC in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election. The development, according to the ADR,
had rung alarm bells about the authenticity of the
polling data available in the public domain, and
raised suspicions on whether the electronic vot-
ing machines were switched.

On Tuesday, senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi,
representing Ms. Moitra, submitted that the EC’s
reticence to divulge the total voter turnout data
from all polling booths may be “to avoid a macro
picture for analysis and disclosure”.

“Citizens have a right to know. The Supreme
Court had intervened in other cases to ensure that
citizens knew the criminal antecedents of candi-
dates... In a democracy, we need to know, that’s
all,” senior advocate Prashant Bhushan
emphasised. :

Mr. Singhvi said there was a “wide discrepan-
cy” between the count of voters at poll booths and
the voter turnout published later on.
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On a day the Opposition
decided to halt its protests
in the Rajya Sabha on du-
plication of elector photo
identity card (EPIC) num-
bers, Vice-President and
Rajya Sabha Chairperson
Jagdeep Dhankhar told the
House that he would hold
consultations to decide on
the Opposition’s demand
for a debate on the issue.

Mr. Dhankhar rejected
notices moved under Rule
267, which requires sus-
pension of the day’s busi-
ness to discuss the issue at
hand, by Aam Aadmi Party
MP Sanjay Singh on the EP-
IC matter and BJP MP Sa-
mik Bhattacharya on the
non-implementation of a
Central scheme in West
Bengal.

“It is not anyone’s inten-
tion to disrupt this House.
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Dhankhar to hold talks to decide on
Opposition demand for EPIC debate

B

Jagdeep Dhankhar

We want the House to run.
Members have important
issues to raise in Zero
Hour. We want your kind
consideration to allow [a]
short duration [discussion]
on the issue of duplication
of EPIC numbers, which
has been raised by several
parties,” Trinamool Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
leader in the Rajya Sabha
Derek O’Brien said.

He was seconded by
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-

gam floor leader Tiruchi Si-
va, who supp]emented the
request with the demand
for a similar discussion on
the impending delimita-
tion exercise, which Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister and
party president M.K. Stalin
has said would punish the
southern States by dimin-
ishing their representation
in Parliament.

] will confer with lead-
ars of the parties and come
back to the House at the
earliest” Mr. Dhankhar
said.

Gokhale’s demand

The Opposition managed
to get a word in on the EP-
IC duplication issue when

Trinamool MP Saket Gok-

hale spoke during Zero
Hour on the demand for
conferring the Bharat Rat-
na posthumously on T.N.
Seshan, former Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner. He

said Mr. Seshan redefined
the way the Election Com-
mission functioned. “Mr.
Seshan was a fiercely inde-
pendent Election Commis-
sioner. His famous quote, ‘I
eat politicians for break-
fast, shows that he worked
without fear or favour, and
upheld the independence
and dignity of the Election
Commission,” Mr. Gokhale
added.

Mr. Seshan would not
have approved of the cur-
rent method of appoint-
ment of Election Commis-
sioners, the MP added.
“Today, Election Commis-
sioners are appointed di-
rectly by the government-
.. without any presence of
the Chief Justice of India or
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha. The EC
has become a government-
appointed body. T.N. Sesh-
an would not approve of
it”” Mr. Gokhale said.
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EC to soon consult UIDAI
for Aadhaar-Epic linking

‘PRESENT DEMAND FOR
BOOTHWISE DATA TO EC’

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

In a bid to resolve the
issue of duplicate elector
photo identity card (Epic)
numbers, the Election
Commission of India (ECI}
will soon begin technical
consultations with Unique
Identification Authority
of India (UIDAI) experts
on Aadhar-voter card
seeding. The ECI said this
would be done as per pro-
visions of existing laws
and the Supreme Court's
directions. ]

It was not clear if
Aadhar-Epic seeding will
be done only for con-
tentious .and duplicate
voter cards or for all.
Sources in ECI said this

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAR 18

Noting the Election
Commission's submission
that it was willing to delib-
erate over the demand for
uploading polling booth-
wise voter turnout data on
its website, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday asked
the petitioners to make

representations before the
poll panel in 10 days.

A bench comprising Chi
ef Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna and Justices San
jay Kumar and K.V. Viswa
nathan was hearing two
public interest litigations-
filed by TMC MP Mahua -
Moitra and NGO Associa -
tion for Democratic Refo
rms in 2019. = P7

was the first meeting and
the modalities on how to
go about cleaning the
duplicate voter numbers,
as per provisions of exist-
ing laws, will be worked

on in the coming days.

It is learnt that the ECI-
will use its upgraded soft-
ware to detect all dupli-
cate numbers and ghost
voters. ®P7

EC and UIDATs tech
talks for voter card &

FROM PG 1

The software will be
available to electoral reg-
istration officers (EROs)
in states and Union
Territories to detect mul-
tiple names attached to a

particular EPIC number, .

or the same person hav-
ing multiple voter cards.
The ECI may also use
Artificial Intelligence,
biometrics and face detec-
tion technology in future
to weed out fraudulent
activities.

The meeting was
presided by Chief
Election Commissioner of
India (CEC) Gyanesh
Rumar and was attended
by ECs Dr Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu, Dr. Vivek Joshi,
Union government secre-
taries for home and leg-
islative- departments,
Secretary MeitY and
CEOQ, UIDAI and technical
experts present. The CEC

had said the issue of.

duplicate Epic will be
resolved within three
months.

“As per the Article 326 of
the Constitution of India,
voting rights can only be
given to a citizen of India;
an Aadhar card only
establishes the identity of
a person. Therefore, it
was decided that the link-
ing of Epic with Aadhaar

Aadhaar linking§oon

Representations
EC in 10 days: SC on
voter tumout data
FROM PG 1

The PILs sought a direc- -
tion to the poll panel to

upload polling station-
wise voter turnout data

-on its website within 48

hours of conclusion of
polling in the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections.

Senior " Advocate
Maninder Singh, repre-
senting - the Election
Commission of India,
said Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar wanted to meet

.and discuss the griev-

ance.

will be done only as per
the provisions of Article
326 of the Constitution,
Section 23(4), 23(5) and
23(6) of the
‘Representation. of the
People Act, 1950 and in
line with the Supreme
Court judgement in WP
(civil) No. 177/2023.
Accordingly, technical
consultations ‘between
UIDAI and the technical
experts of ECI are to
begin soon,” the ECI said
in a statement.
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OAI to 1ron

out EPIC-Aadhaar linkage wrinkles

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission will begin tech-
nical consultations with the
Uniqueldentification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI) soon to
sort out issues in linking elec-
tors’ photo identity card (EP-
IC) with Aadhaar, including
thosearisingfromdifferentel-
igibility criteriaand purposes
served by the two documents.

. The decision to start dis-
cussions between technical
teams of EC and UIDAI was
taken at a meeting held here
on Tuesday by the commis-
sion, represented by -chief

election commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and election
commissioners S § Sandhu
and  Vivek
Joshi; secre-
taries of min-
istry of home
affairs, legis-
lative depart-
ment and
ministry of electronicsand IT
(MeiTY); and the UIDAI chief
executive officer; besides tech-
nical experts from both EC
and UIDAL

While an EPIC canonly be
issued to a person who fulfils
the criteria and conditions
outlined by Article 326 — be-

ing an Indian citizen, age 18
yeats and above, ordinarily
resident in the polling booth
where registering, and not
disqualified from voting un-
der any law on grounds of
non-residence, unsounduness
of mind, crime or corrupt or
illegal practice — Aadhaar
only establishes identity of a
person through photograph
and biometrics like finger-
printsand irisscan. Technical
consultations between EC
and UIDAI seek to devise a
foolproof system such that a
person cannot claim voting
right solely on the basis of
Aadhaar. Only if the person

fulfils all criteria under Arti-
cle 326 can he vote, with Aad-
haar use limited to establish-
ing identity through biomet-
ric authentication. “While, as
per Article3260f the Constitu-
tion, voting right can only be
given to a citizen of India,
Aadhaar card only establish-
es the identity of a person,”
ECsaid on Tuesday.

Tt said the linking of EPIC
with Aadhaar will be done as
per Article 826; Section 23(4),
23(5) and 23(6) of the Repre-
sentation of the People (RP)
Act, 1950; and Supreme Court
judgement in writ petition
(civil) No. 177/2023.
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SC asks EC to examine pleas seeking
disclosure of turnout data in 48 hours

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@7Neleelihl

THE Supreme Court on Tues-
day asked the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to exam-
ine pleas seeking disclosure of
final authenticated data of vot-
er turnout in all polling sta-
tions within 48 hours of the
polling. A three-judge bench,
comprising Chief Justice San-
jiv Khanna and Justices Sanjay
Kumar and KV Viswanathan,
was hearing two PILs filed by
Trinamool Congress MP Ma-

hua Moitra and NGO Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms
(ADR) in 2019.

The top court noted the ECI's
submission that it was willing
to deliberate over the demand
for uploading polling booth-
wise voter turnout data on its
website. It asked the petitioners

‘to make representations before

the poll panel in 10 days.

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, appearing for the poll pan-
el, said Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar wanted
to discuss the grievance.

The CJI then said, “In the
meanwhile, the counsel for EC
states that the petitioners (the
NGO and MP) may file a repre-
sentation with the Election
Commission and the EC will
give them a hearing and inform
them in advance. Let the repre-
sentation be made in 10 days.”

During the hearing, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appearing
for the NGO, said there
were huge discrepancies on the
EVM count and the number of
persons coning to cast vote at
the polling stations.



DT NEXT
tDQ!hd: 19.03.2025

EC, UIDAL
held taiks on
Aatdhaar-voler

ID seeding

NEW DELHE The EC on
Tuesday said linkage of
voter cards with Aadhaar
would be done according to
the prevailing law and the
Supreme Court’s divections
and added technical
consnltations between its
experts and UIDAI for the
exercise would ‘begin soon.’

The Election Commission (EC)
on Tuesday held a meeting
with the Union home secre-
tary, legislative secretary (in
the law ministry), Meit¥ secre-
tary and the UIDAT CEO on the
issue of voter card-Aadhaar
seeding.

The government told the Ra-
jya Sabha in a writien reply in
April 2023 that linking
Aadhaar details with voter
identity cards had not started
and noted that the exercise was
‘process driven’ and no target
or timelines was set for the
proposed exercise.

Names of those who do not
link their Aadhaar details with
the voters” list will not be
struck off the electoral rolls,
the government had asserted.

In a statement on Tuesday,
the poll anthority said that
while voting rights could only
be granted to a citizen of India,
according to Article 326 of the
Constitution, Aadhaar estab-
lished a person’s identity.

“Therefore, it was decided
that the linking of elector pho-
to identify card (EPIC) with
Aadhaar will be done only as
per the provisions of Article
396 of the Constitution, sec-
tions 23(4), 23(5) and 23(6) of the
Representation of the People

~ Act, 1950, and in line with the
Supreme Court judement (of
2023),” it said.

Accordingly, technical con-
sultations between UIDAI and
the EC’s technieal experts ‘are
to begin soon,’ it added.

The law allows voluntary
seeding of voter rolls with the
Aadhaar database.

Section 23 of the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1950, as
amended by the Election Laws
{Amendment} Act, 2021, pro- |
vides for electoral registration |
officers fo require an existing |
or prospective elector fo pro-
vide Aadhaar for establishing
identity on a voluntary basis.
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Ready for talks 0
data on website, £

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday considered the
Election Commission of
India’s stand to deliberate on
the demand for uploading
polling hooth-wise voter
turnout data on its website
and asked the petitioners o
make representations hefore
the poll panel in 10 days.

A Bench comprising Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justices San-
jay Kumar and KV Viswanathan
was hearing two PILS filed by
THC MP Mahua Moitra and NGO
Association for Democratic Re-
forms in 2019, respectively.

The PILs sought a direction to
the poll panel to upload polling
station-wise voter furnout data on
its website within 48 hours of con-
clusion of polling in the Lok Sab-

i

ha and Assembly elections.

Senior advocate Maninder Sin-
gh, appearing for the poll panel,
said Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar wanted to meet
and discuss the grievance.

“Iere i5 a new chief election
commissioner now. The petition-
ers can meet him and it may be
addressed,” he said.

.. The CJI then said, “In the
meanwhile, the counsel for Elec-
tion Commission states that the

n publishing voter
Lifghs

apex court

petitioners (the NGO and the MP)
may filea representation with the
Flection Commission and the EC -
will give them a hearing and in-
form them in advance. Let therep-
resentation be made in 10 days.”

During the hearing, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appearing for
the NGO, said there were huge
discrepancies on the EVM count
and the number of persons com-
ing to cast vote at the polling sia-
tions.

sHow did at the end of the day

polling of 10 become 50 next morn-
ingneedstobe explained. There is
a discrepancy in the final list pub-
lished and the ones who visit the
polling station,” argued senior
advocate Abhishek Singhvi, ap-
pearing for Moitra.

The court adjourned the hear-
ing in the July 28 week.
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New option in
EPIC software 0
detect fake voters

KOLKATA: Amid the Trinamool
Congress highlighting the issue
of ‘fake voters’rthe Election
Commission has decided fo
introduce a new option in its
software for the detection of
‘ghost voters’, an official said on
Monday.

The new option would help the Eiec-
toral Registration Officers (EROs)
find out if there are multiple names
on a particular EPIC number, the of-
ficial said.

«The chief slectoral officers in all
states have been informed about this
decision,” he
said.

On Monday, a
letter was sent
to the chief elec-
toral officers of
the states in-
forming them
about a new

- mmodule for cor-
recting ‘duplicate EPIC numbers’,
the official said.

Until now, the state election of-
ficers or the district EROs could not
see the identity cards or EPIC num-
bers of voters from their end and
+hus missed out on those with simi-
lar EPIC numbers in other states,
the official added.

Acting Chief Electoral Officer of
West Bengal, Dibyendu Das on Mon-
day held a virtual meeting with sen-
ior officials in the districts and
briefed them about the decision, the
official said.

Corrections in the voter list of
West Bengal have been ordered to be
completed by March 21, he added.
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Kerala ensures 100% tribal
voter inclusion, sets example

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Setting
an example for the country,
Kerala has ensured 100 per
cent voter registration in
seven remote tribal settle-
ments, the state government
said on Tuesday.

The achievement was announced
by the government’s Election
Department, which, ina
statement, said the initiative led
by the Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer of Kerala “aims
to bring all eligible tribal voters
into the democratie process and
ensure full participation in
upcoming elections.”

As part of the first phase of this
initiative, seven remote tribal
settlements in Attappady—Mele-
Moolakkombu, Idavani, Mele
Bhoothayar, Mele Thudukki,
Galasi, Thazhe Thudukki, and
Gothiyarkandi—were adopted
and transformed into fully
registered voter communities, it
said.

With the successful completion
of voter registration in Gothiyar-
kandi, the last of the seven
settlements, Kerala has now
achieved 100 per cent voier
registration across these tribal
settlements, it added.

Among them, Mele Moolak-
kombu was the first tribal
settlement in Kerala fo achieve

full voter registration. “This
milestone is part of a broader
effort to ensure that every eligible
tribal citizen is included in the
voter list, reinforcing the state’s

commitment to democratic rights .

and social inclusivity,” the
statement said.

The historic achievement was
the result of the dedicated efforts
of volunteers and officials who
travelled for seven hours on foot
to reach remote settlements like
Mele Thudukki, it said.

Additionally, Chunav
Pathshala, an election awareness
programme conducted in the
Kurumba language, was
organised to educate tribal
residents abont their voting
rights and responsibilities.

“Through these efforts,
thousands of tribal individuals
from Attappady have now been
added to the electoral rolls,
including 2,141 voters from the
Trular and Kadar tribes, classified
under Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs).”

“The initiative also addressed
essential voter services such as
address changes, corrections, and
ID issuance, ensuring that tribal
populations are not left out due to
administrative barriers,” the
statement added.
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