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-Appointment of 35
bureaucrats, including
deputy EC, approved

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

THE Appointments Committee

_ of the Union Cabinet issued
-postings to 35 officers from all-
India services in an adminis-
trative reshuffle on Friday.
They belong to various servie-
es, including IAS, IPS, IRSS,
ITS, IRS, IES, and IRTS.

Madhup Vyas (IAS from AG-
MUT) is the new Deputy Elee-
tion Commissioner with a five-
year tenure. Mukund Agarwal
(IAS 2008 Rajasthan) has been
appointed CEO of Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna under
the Department of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare, with a
five-year tenure.

IAS officers Prasanna R. and
Sushma Chauhan have been
named joint secretaries in the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
Kamala Kant Tripathy, a
1999-batch officer of the Indian
Economic Service (IES), has
been appointed joint secretary
at the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM), NITI Aayog, for a
five-year tenure.

Prajakta L Verma will
handle the administrative re-
sponsibilities of jointsecretary
in the Department of Atomic
Energy. Lakhpat Singh Choud-
hary has been appointed

joint secretary in the Ministry
of Coal. :

Saket Kumar (IAS 2009 Bi-
har) will now be a joint secre-
tary in the Department of Com-
merce. Satinder Kumar Bhalla
has been appointed as secre-
tary of the North Eastern
Council Secretariat. Ajay Ku-

. mar will be joint secretary in

the Department of Ex-Service-
men Welfare. Devesh Deval
(TAS 2004 Maharashtra) will be
the joint secretary of the Min-
istry of Food Processing indus-
tries. The appointment of Ra-
ghav Langer, IAS, has been
confirmed as the secretary of
the National Medical Commis-
sion. Jyoti Yadav will be joint

“secretary in the National

Health Authority (NHA).
Prem Chandra Maurya will be
a joint secretary in the Minis-
try of Heavy Industries and
Armstrong

Pame will serve as Joint sec-
retary in the Department of
Higher Education. Samir
Kumar from the Indian Rail-
way Traffic Service (IRTS) has
been named joint secretary at
the National Human Rights
Commission. Pradeep Kumar
Jha and Isha have been ap-
pointed joint secretaries in the
Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs.
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Why is uploading voting data

Why does the Election Commission of India find it difficult to disclose absolute numbers of

booth-wise votes cast in elections? What do the Opposition and activists want? What are the two

parts of Form 17G? What are some of the discrepancies that have been pointed out?

Priscilla Jebaraj “We believe
that every
The story so far: vote
n May 2024, in the middle of the Lok matters
Sabha elections, the Supreme Court of 3
and should

India considered a petition by the
Association for Democratic Reforms be
(ADR), seeking the publication of the first part of | accounted
Form 17C, which includes booth-wise voter %
turnout data, on the Election Commission of
India’s (EC) website, within 48 hours of polling.

for

What was the EC’s stand?

The EC flatly refused, saying that it was only
legally mandated to share this form with polling
agents representing electoral candidates, and
not with the general public or the media. A year
later, after Opposition outrage at alleged
discrepancies in voter turnout and vote counts
in multiple Assembly elections, the EC has told
the top courtitis prepared to meet with the
ADR and fellow petitioner, Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra, signalling that the new Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar is
“ready and willing” to hear their demand.

What is Form 1767

The Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 mandates
that a two-part form, recording voter turnout
and vote count, is filled for every polling station;
in the 2024 parliamentary poll, there were more
than 10.5 lakh polling stations across the
country. Part [ of Form 17C is the Account of
Votes Recorded, and is filled in by the presiding
officer of each polling station, with a true copy
to be furnished to every polling agent present at
the close of the poll. It includes the
identification number of the Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) used in that polling station, the

Change In rules: Gyanesh Kumar takes charge as Chief Election
Commissionerin New Dethi an February 19. ANt

total number of electors assigned to that polling
booth, the number of votes cast as per the EVM,
as well as the numbers deciding not to record
their votes or who were not allowed to vote, and
whether there are any mismatches between
these numbers. It also includes the number of
tendered ballot papers and paper seals. The
presiding officer, as well as every polling agent
present are required to sign and validate this
form, before it is placed in a sealed cover and
transported to the returning officer, along with
the EVM, to be held until the day of counting.

On counting day, Part 2 of Form 17C, titled the
Result of Counting, is filled in by the returning
officer. It includes the names of each candidate
and the number of votes recorded in favour of
each of them, as seen when the “result” button
is pressed on the EVM. The returning officer
must also state “whether the total number of
votes shown above tallies with the total number
of votes shown against item 5 of Part 1 [which is
the number of votes cast as per the EVM on the
day of polling] or any discrepancy noticed
between the two totals.” Part 2is signed by the
returning officer, the counting supervisor, and
each candidate or their counting agents.

Why do Opposition parties want this data to
be published online immediately?

In July 2024, after the conclusion of the Lok
Sabha elections, ADR conducted an analysis of
Voter data isstied by the EC and arrived at the
shocking conclusion that the number of votes
polled tallied exactly with the number of votes
counted in only five parliamentary
constituencies across the country. In the
remaining 538 constituencies, there were
discrepancies seen; in 362 seats, the number of
votes counted was cumulatively 5.5 lakh fewer
than votes polled, while in 176 seats, there was a
total of 35,000 extra votes counted in
comparison to the votes polled.

This is a miniscule fraction of the 64.64 crore
votes polled across the country, and the EC
dismissed them as occasional manual errors
made by presiding officers or a failure to remove
the votes cast when the mock poll was
conducted. The majority of these discrepancies
were lower than the winning margin in
constituencies. “The margin of victory does not
matter because winning or losing is not the
important point. We believe that every vote
matters, and should be accounted for,” says ADR
founder and trustee Jagdeep Chhokar. The
booth-wise information available in Form 17C
will allow discrepancies to be pinpointed and
accountability to be fixed, so that corrective
action can be taken at the booth level, says Mr.
Chhokar. Aggregating this data will show if there

a challenge?

is any pattern of discrepancies in an election.
Opposition parties have raised a hue and cry
about the significant differences in voter turnout
as released provisionally through the EC's
mobile app or its press statements on the day of
polling, and the final turnout figures declared
days later; in the first phase of the parliamentary
election, the final voter turnout was published 11
days late, and was up to 5% higher than initially
announced. The EC’s published voter turnout
data is also in percentage terms, not in absolute
es as recorded in Form 17C. The demand for
Form 17C to be published immediately is meant
to spotlight and prevent such discrepancies,
though the EC says the issue of hard copies of
Form 17C to polling agents on the day of the
election ensures transparency. “In theory, Form
17C is supposed to be given to polling agents. In
practice, every party and every candidate does
not have the wherewithal to hire a polling agent
for each polling station. What the EC's rule book
says does not actually happen. Form 17C can be
incorrect and there may be no polling agents, or
only polling agents for the ruling party, or
polling agents can be bought,” says Mr. Chhokar.
“It is not just political parties that have a right to
this information, but also the voter.”

‘What difficulties does the EC face?
The EC told the court that “indiscriminate
disclosure” of the data could create chaos,
warning that images of Form 17C published
online could be morphed and lead to
“widespread discomfort™. It noted that postal
ballots are not included in Form 17C. The poll
body also argued that it was not obligated to
hand over the form to anyone but polling agents.
Former election officials also point to
practical difficulties on the ground, admitting
that some errors are inevitable. “There are
about one crore poll workers involved in
conducting a national election in India. Many
are not well educated, and they are under
axtreme stress with all kinds of pressure being
put on them at the polling station so they may
commit blunders,” explained former Chief
Election Commissioner O.P. Rawat. He said that
the copies of Form 17C are sent overnight to the
returning officer HQ and the next day, the
election observer camps out and verifies the
data recorded in Part1 with the presiding
officer’s diary and other documents as wellas
video recordings at the polling station. He then
“rectifies” the data on Form 17G with
acorroborating evidence”, a process that may
take several days. It is not clear if polling agents
are then asked to sign off on such “vectified”
data. Mr. Rawat notes that political parties can
collect Form 17Cs from their polling agents and
publish them if they wish. “Mistakes will lead to
disciplinary action against pollworkers who are
under stress and do not deserve it and [polling
agents] will take flak from them next time. That’s
why they want to put the ball in the EC’s court,”
he said.
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Voters® woes

Ref: Democracy dies in the darkness of dubious lists
(Mar 22). It was a candid and timely piece. Even en-
rolment and verification camps organised by the
Election Commission don't attract peaple. True to
the proverbial saying,It takes at least two to tan-
g0’,all sides are responsible for this dismal state of
affairs. In this digitalised age, the authorities
siiould be able to provide facilities online to resglye
issues regarding voters’ list without hassle,

R Sampath, Chennai
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Post-2024 Lok Sa:.)ha polls, SiX

parties ended wi

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

?j{ Delhi: B& TDP, CPM,
- s), Sikkim
Demo's:ﬁ-"étﬁont(SDF) and
All India United Demoeratic
Front(AIUDF)ended Gener-
al Election 2024 with more
funds upon the completion
of the poll process than
what they had at the start
and what they managed to
raise during the campaign
period. :

Also, the ageregatefunds
held by 22 major politi
parties in their ‘closing bal-
ance’ — comprising cash in
hand and bank balance/de-
posits — on the conclusion

of the 2024 polls were 31%
more than their collective
‘opening balance’ on theday
of poll announcement, as
per an analysis of election
expenditure reports filed by
these parties with the Elec-
tion Commission.

RIP HAD 35,922CR,
ENDED WITH Z10,107CR
_ The analysis by Co&t-
monwealth Human Rights

cal = Initiative (CHRI) director

Venkatesh Nayak shows
that 22 parties — including

five national parties BJE,
Congress, CPM, AAP and

1 more funds

RSP, and 17 regional parties
that include Trinamool Con-
gress, DMK, BRS, TDE, YSR
Congress, SP and JD(U)
among others — between
them held an opening bal-
ance of 711,326 crore on the
dayGeneralElecﬁonstoLok :
Sabha and four state assem-
blies were announced in
2024.

Having raised 37416
croreduringthepoll process
and spent ¥3,861.6 crore, the
99 parties wound up with an
aggregateclosingbalanceof
714,848 crore on the daypolls
were completed.

»1,595 candidates, P 8

A

Poll spend: 22
parties totally
fielded 1,595

candidates

»FromP1

A s per the study, BJP
l‘ topped the charts with
the highest opening bal-
ance of %5,921.8 croreas wellas
closing balance of %10,107.2
crore. Congress, the main op-
position party, ranked ninth
among the 22 parties in terms
o§ opening balance, and
ghppedtothelz“poéiﬁonwhen
itcameto closing balance.
BJP declared an openingKit-
ty of 25,922 crore, raised 6,268
crore and spent 1,738 crore on
the general election last year
but, as per its election expendi-
tu_restatement, endingupricher
with a closing balance of 0,107
, crore The closing balance of
BJP exceeded its opening bal-
ance by 74,185 crore, that of TDP
by 5.4 crore, CPM by over B
- crore, LIJP (RV) by 9.9 crore,
. SDF by %76 lakh and ATUDF by
73.6 lakh. The 22 parties whose
poll spend was analysed by
CHRI together had fielded 1,595
candidates, of which 480 were
+ elected tothel18th Lok Sabha.
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CED to hold meet
with TN parties today

CHENNAIL: The
chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) of
Tamil Nadu,
Archana
patnaik, will
hold ameeting
with recognised naj;iopal and
state political parties on
Monday at the Secretariat to
seek suggestions on glec’t!on
reform. The meeting ts_bequ
organised as per the cjlrgction
of the Election Commission of
India, which has called for
suggestions fromall nq‘tmnal
and state political parties by
April 30

EC holds capacity-building
programme for Bhutan

NEW DELHI: About 40 poll officials
from Bhutan underwent a capaci-
ty-building training programme with
the Election Commission. The
two-week residential capacity
development programme on election
administration for 40 senior-and
mid-level officers from Bhutan
concluded in Delhi on Friday. The
election commissioner of Bhutan also
participated in the programme, the
Election Commission (EC) said on
Sunday. The interactive aimed at
enhancing electoral management
capabilities, sharing international
best practices, and fostering stronger
institutional cooperation between
{ndia and Bhutan, EC said.
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Battlelines drawn over delimitation 10

R
mo_%qm:\__ mﬁwﬁmm reject population-based formula, demand GDP-based representation &
and legal safeguards against ‘unfair Sa_mq_uc:o: . ARCHIS MOHAN writes ' The
OnSaturday, Tamil Nadu Chief Ministe \

MR St Totn AaometMinister - SOUTH STATES STAND TO LOSE 8 SEATS... | ...TO GAIN THE LEAST . adc
for FairDelimitation passed aresolution  Ifseatsare retained at 543 and reapportioned among Ifthe number of seatsis increasedto 8B basedon2026 | €M
4. atits meeting in Chennai, demanding  states based on 2026 population projection® population projection Tnit
Em_:.:m nmﬁmo:ﬂmnﬁﬂm:goo NO. OF SEATS i g
LR 1l et ) Atpresent Projected zmnmw.—a.cﬂ Mms
ected Nelg: AL ARIECIE by e
;: nt, EEleden. | mw_a sl E0 T 13 cIOmmmEm '
w BN e AN 1 o e ¥ 5 50 1M | Bihar 40 9 39 e
unvc% chief minister of Karnataka, N5 31 6 A Rajasthan P 50 25 n,__.M
: attended the meeting. They cautioned ; ¥ T erd ﬂ Jdesh 29 52 2] | [
. thatthe impending delimitation of Lok zmﬂ_ﬂ_w._%a%m: RO L B, p- i | Mawﬁﬂ_ scb Sy W
b Sabha seats, if carried out solely based 1amil Nadu. g0 s S 8 ’ m
; on population, could “disempower” »:m_w_.m._.m%mzim_m:%:m e e l -8 n AndhraPradesh+Telangana 42 54 rd | ye:
b southern and other “progressive”states. Kerala LORPSRST -8 | Kerla 20 20 - RS
| Stlin said Tamil Nadu, which had famataka 28 2 i i | R 28 n B dox
{3 effectively controlled its population OTE AR TS  OREE =i f Punjab B B 5 ‘ a
[ through social welfare programmes, TR0 IO, § N e BRI L T S LR A . R | ne
could lose at least eight Lok Sabhaseats  HimachalPdesh 4 3 | -1 | HimachalPradesh ELE _,
ifthecurrentpopulation-based formula  Uttarakhand = .m wl AH A -1 Uttarakhand 5 T2 | i m
~wereimplemented. zanzmmimxﬁ_mn__:mﬁmau no- | Northeast (excluding Assam) 1 i \ aw.
o Mi D JOE S e S . ¢
Emzmﬁﬂmﬁdﬁﬁpanﬂhg *projected figures based on 2011 Census Source: Based on India’s Emerging Crisis of Representation by Milan Vaishnav and lamie Hinston, (arnegie Endaviment

mn states would not lose any seats “on a U
BBEBW&EE%E: Telugu Desam Party, an allyof the BJP-  Hindi-speaking states, where the party nessed fertility rates dropping below the {
: led NDA government at the Centre, did  performs well. Bharat Rashtra Samithi  replacementlevel of 2.1, while population 1
ot notattend the meeting, AndhraPradesh  (BRS) leader KT Rama Rao proposeda  growth has remained higher in states g
would be GM N Chandrababu Naidu has recently  permanent freeze on seat reallocation  such as Bihar and UP. But persistent
is for all  urged young married couplesinthestate  and argued thatifthe fivesouthemstates  delays of the exercise have meant LS MPs
mﬁE mwmﬁa have tohave more children.Hehasalsoindi- contribute 36 per cent of India’'s GDP, now represent far morethan the Lmillion
this cated a willingness to amend state laws  they should receive 36 per cent repre-  threshold set by previous exercises.
lontheir to encourage population growth and sentation in Parliament. The JAC Accordingto a 2019 study by Camegie
E or on expressedconcemover thestate'sdeclin-  resolved tosubmitajoint representation Endowment researchers Milan Vaishnav
W mummm.amq rate. At the JAC meeting in  to the PM during the ongoing Budget and Jamie Hinston, India’s Emerging
, TelanganaCM RevanthReddy  session of Parliament. The next JAC Crisis of Representation, MPs in Uttar
¢ Eﬁmn the Centre to Increase the Lok meetingislikelytobe heldinHyderabad. Pradesh represent nearly 3 million resi-
oril- hmcwmﬁnggonouﬁmgmocﬁma However, at the meeting of the dents on average, making it the most
: om 24 per cent to 33 per cent, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)'s under-represented state, In contrast,
ﬁE thelr contribution to the highest decision-making body, the All - Tamil Nadu, “the most overrepresented
India Pratinidhi Sabha, in Bengalury, state,” has MPs representing 1.8 million
joint general secretary Arun Kumardis-  people on average. Their projections,
missed the delimitation meeting in  based on the 2011 Census, suggest that
Chennal as politically motivated. by2026, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh could
“Neither has the Census begun, norhas  gain 21 seats, while Kerala and Tamil
the Centre initlated discussions over Nadumight loseupto 6. Ifnostatewere
: ,amzsmﬁzos.@ns the Acthasnotbeen to lose representation, the Lok Sabha
) drafted yet,” Kumar said. RSS sources  would need to expand to 848 seats,
t poptilation would likely  However, even in this scenario, northem
ur criteria for delimitation,  states would gain significantly mare
,southern states have wit-  seats than southern states.




