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10,50,000 booths, 1,00,000 officers’ CEC
Gyanesh Kumar reveals behind-the-scenes
efforts of elections in India

CEC Gyanesh Kumar was present at the inauguration of the first training of Booth
Level Officers along with the Election Commission at India International Institute of
Democracy & Election Management (IIDEM), New Delhi.

Garvit Bhirani
Published « 28 Mar 2025, 02:40 PM IST
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Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on Wednesday revealed
that conducting an election in India requires 10,50,000 beoths and 1,00,000
booth-level officers.

Gyanesh Kumar was present at the inauguration of the first training session
for booth-level officers, organised by the Election Commission at the India
International Institute of Democracy & Election Management (IIIDEM) in New

Delhi.

“India's election is the biggest in the world. To conduct this election, the
Election Commission sets up 10,50,000 booths,” he said, adding that at
every poliing booth, a booth-level officer assists in preparing the electoral
roll and visits households to verify names.

* Kumar said that the EC has organised a training programme for the first time.
“In this training, we will train 1,00,000 booth-level officers,” ANI quoted
Gyanesh Kumar as saying.
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#WATCH | Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar says, *
India's election is biggest election in the world. To conduct this election,
Election Commission makes 10,50,000 booths. In every polling booth,
there is a booth-level officer who helps in making electoral roll and goes
to houses to check the names in the electoral roll..we have setup a

training for the first time...in this training, we will train 1,00,000 booth
level officers..”

0:00/2:02 oy (&




Inde - Boran News Gonviee ~ e

3@)[4.01: 26.03. 2025

The Election Commission has initiated a large-scale training program for
over 1lakh Booth Level Officers (BLOs) at IIDEM. The first batch from
Bihar, West Bengal, and Assam is undergoing a two-day practical
training to enhance election management, creating Assembly Level
Master Trainers nationwide
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EC commences first ever training of over 1 lakh Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) at lIDEM in batches

First batch of BLOs from Bihar, West Bengal & Assam participate in 2-
day training program at lIIDEM

Continuous, practical, scenario-based training for grassroot Election

functionaries

Well-trained BLOs to become Assembly Level Master Trainers to
strengthen nationwide network of BLOs

Read here: pib.gov.in/PressRelez




Deccanherald
dd: 0 .02.2025

Election Commission initiates training programme for booth-level officers The first batch of
booth-level officers (BLOs) from Bihar, West Bengal and Assam are here to participate in the
two-day programme.

New Delhi: The Election Commission on Wednesday commenced first-ever training of over
one lakh booth-level officers in batches here during which the grass-roots level poll
functionaries will be trained on scenario-based situations.

The first batch of booth-level officers (BLOs) from Bihar, West Bengal and Assam are here to
participate in the two-day programme. Well-trained BLOs will later become assembly-level
master trainers to strengthen nationwide network of BLOs. An average of one BLO per 10
polling stations will be trained in such training programmes over the next few years, the EC
said.

These BLOs will form a “corps of assembly level master trainers” to strengthen the entire
network of BLOs nationwide, who are the first and most important interface between the 100
crore electors and the Commission.

The programme will continue in phases focussing first on poll-bound states. Currently, 109
BLOs from Bihar, West Bengal and Assam are participating in the training programme along
with 24 electoral registration officers and and 13 district election officers from Bihar, West
Bengal, Assam, Kerala, Puducherry and Tamil Nadu.

The training is planned to familiarise the BLOs with their roles and responsibilities as per
electoral law and to equip them with requirements of filling relevant forms for an error free
updation of electoral rolls.

They will also be familiarised with IT applications designed to support their work.
BLOs are state government officials and are appointed by the electoral registration officers
after the approval of the district election officers.

CEC Gyanesh Kumar, while acknowledging the critical role of EROs and BLOs in error free
updation of electoral rolls, stressed that the state governments should nominate SDM level
or equivalent officers as EROs, who then should appoint BLOs giving due consideration to
their seniority and who are ordinary resident of the polling station under their charge.

The CEC cautioned that any complaint against ERO or BLO will be strictly acted upon. He said
all BLOs should be courteous in their interactions with the electors during house-to-house
verification for updation of electoral rolls.



He said the Commission was, is and will always continue to stand with nearly 100 crore
electors
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STORY | EC initiates training programme for booth-level officers
READ: ews.com fetarv/national

VIDEQ: Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar briefs the media on
the first-ever training of over one lakh booth-level officers.

(Full video available on PTI Videos - ptivideos.com

0:03/234 @ & W




VEWS 1poiac 24 7 - %’
g)az,‘w/-' 26.02.2025

E anewsIinQiaLax/s_

TG AT = GH1G Ufharshi &) Heigd H & g ST UeRis BeH

1 19 3Tgad I PAR 3 Hgl- 1d AR GRI SRS T8 ¢ Bl ugel
2131 39 uierr 3 o 1 IRE 9y dad Sieial $ uRilda Hal.”

19 AT IDEM H 1 IRa 9 31f¥® gy ciaar ifeial (BLOs) &1 ugdl
URE R foar gl

=g R BRI 3 fgR, Ul §a SR 3/ & dudsi & Ugal o8
NDEM T 2 Radia sriepa H HFTA @I B

ISt e A UG ducsh faeraHT TR & AReR SR -1 difd gl S
IFeATdt Teqd Helgd 8l 9 |

EC commances first sver tralning of ever 1 lakh Sovih Level Offleesn lirections to .1“ CEL):“ Ui:.Uh E ER(Jh for !ll

L0 st IEDEM i babchen " .
T o e e Y respective levels and resolve issues relating
duay training pragrem st [DDEM

ding correct updation of electoral rolls. He
it against ERO or BLO will be strictly acted
Well trasms ol BLOw 1o berqume Assrmbly Lovel Maston Trammers o

St gL BA Y B ould be courteous in their interactions wi

Coatinpies., préctas, siener o based tiealag S gra
fametionaias

house verification for updation of electoral roll
was, is and will always continue to stan
rs.




MEA TOLD TO PURSUE NRI VOTING RIGHTS WITH LAW MINISTRY AND ECI

Panel Backs NRI Voting, Proposes Proxy & E-Ballots

Tharoor-led panel
emphasises a single,
comprehensive NRI
definition across laws

Jatin Takkar

New Delhi: A parliamentary pa-
nel has called for granting voting
rights to NRIs with Indian citi-
zenship through proxy voting or
an electronic ballot system. The
panel noted that the matter is

currently pending with the Law
Ministry.

Chaired by Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor, the Parliamenta-
ry Panel on External Affairs is set
to table its report on the Indian di-
asporaon Thursday. Thereportal-
soemphasises the need for a unifi-
ed definition of “non-resident In-
dians™ (NRIs), as the term is used
differently across various laws.

The panel observed that NRIs’
electoral rights appear sidelined,
with current rules requiring
NRIs on the voter list to be physi-
cally present to vote. In its report,
the panel raised concerns about
the growing number of NRIs who

no longer hold Indian citizenship
or have dual nationality.

While the issue of NRI voting
rights is still under review by the
Law Ministry, the
panel urged the Mi-
nistry of External
Affairs (MEA) to
push the matter
forward with both
the Law Ministry

erzmﬂmcan%%nwm and :.:w .Emo:os
tothe o.oE::mm_c; of In-
Representation (ia. It proposed po-
ofthePeople  tential solutions,
Act, 1950, to including proxy vo-
enable NRI ting or using the

voting Electronically

Transmitted Postal Ballot Sy-
stem (ETPBS).

The committee also highlighted
that enabling NRI voting would
requireamendments tothe Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 1950,
as well as consultations with na-
tional political parties before imp-
lementation.

In 2010, Section 20A of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act was
amended to grant limited voting
rights to NRIs. Prior to the 2024
L.ok Sabha elections, nearly 1.2
lakh NRIs were enrolled in the vo-
ter list, but only 2,958 overseas vo-
ters traveled to India to cast their
ballots in the 2019 elections.
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Election Commission begins
training programme for BLOs

The Election Commission (EC) on Wednesday
began training its first batch of booth-lavel
officers (BLOs) to familiarise them with their
roles and responsibilities. Under electoral laws,
the BLOs must complete the necessary forms to
énsure an error-free update of the electoral rolls.
The EC’s initiative comes amid Opposition
claims, including from the Trinamool Congress
and the Congress, alleging manipulation of
electoral rolls. According to the poll body, over
one lakh BLOs — averaging one per 10 polling
stations — will be trained in similar programines
over the coming years. These trained BLOs will
also serve as Assembly Level Master Trainers
(ALMTs), reinforcing the entire national network
of BLOs, a release said.
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Parties urge ECI
for door-to-door
| I l
he representatives of
T recognised political parties
urged the Election Commissicn
of India (ECI) to conduct
intensive door-to-door
verification in the border areas
of Puducherry to remove dual
entries in the voters’ list in
both Puducherry and TN. They
made the plea at a meeting
convened by the Puducherry
chief electoral officer following
ECI's direction on Tuesday.
Parties also demanded to
remove the dead and electors
who shifted pgrma.nenﬂy. Thl%
households with more ﬂ-u;n
electors must also be verified,
they said.
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Citing India, Trump calls for
poll reform in US through EO

Pushes For Proof
Of Citizenship On
Poll Forms & Limit
To Mail-In Voting

chidanand Rajghatta | TNN

Washington: Approvingly ci-
ting the conductof electionsin
India among other couniries,
President Trump on Tuesday
issued an executive order ai-
med at reforming the election
process in America, including
a requirement for voters to
prove they are US citizens
when they register io vote.

“Despite pioneering self-
government, the US now fails
to enforce basicand necessary
election protections employed
bymodern, developed nations,
as well as those still develo-
ping. India and Brazil, for ex-
ample, are tying voter identifi-
cation to abiomefric database,
while the US largely relies on
selfattestation for citizens-
hip,;” Trump said in the order
widely seen as a federal execu-
tive overreach that is eertain
to be challenged in courts.

The US constitution deleg-
ates power to regulate the “t-
me, placeand manner” of elec-
tionstostates, with the proviso
that Congress — and not the
president—canstepinandov-
erride those laws. As a result,
each statehasitsownsetof ru-
les & regulations for elections.

Although only citizens can
vote in federal elections, some
states require voters to provi-
deproof of citizenshiptovote,
while others require voters fo
only sign statements swearing
they are citizens. Non-citizens
who sign such statements can
becharged withcrimesandde-
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Critics call move Trump bid at
disenfranchising legitimate
immigrant and minority voters to
ansure Republican primacy

Jay Bhattacharya
becomes NIH chief

ndian-AmericanscientistJay

Bhattacharyahas beenconf-
irmed by theUS Senateasthe
director of the National Institut-
es of Health (NIH), the country’s

p top health
researchand
funding
institutions.
Bhattacharya,
aprofessorof
" healthpolicyat

Stanford University, was confir-
med by a53-47 vote on Tuesday.
Trump had nominated Bhattac-
harya for theroleinNov '24. pi

e

ported. Each state, and someti-
mes even counties, also have
their own rules pertaining to
early voting, mail-in and ab-
sentee ballots, and counting
procedures and schedules, all

. of whichresults inadisjointed

and incohesive process.

While Trump has alleged
thatthe sketchy conductresul-
ted in the “stolen election” of
2020—which he claimshe won
__critics say his effort at elec-
tion reform is aimed at disen-
franchising legitimate immi-
grant and minority voters to
ensure Republican primacy
that is being challenged by the
demographicchangesin Ame-

rica. Trump and his allies in
turnallegethatDemocratsare
bringing in hordes of illegal
immigrants and registering
them to vote in order to perpe-
tuatea Democratic partyrule.

Flon Musk is among them.
“Thegoalof the Bidenadmini-
stration was to strategically
place illegals in swing states
and make their status legal,
thereby furning swing states
Democrat. The net result wo-
uld have been permanent one-
partyruleof theUSA, just like
what they did in California,”
Muskalleged recently.

While Trump embraced
India’s biometric push in
terms of voter ID, when it co-
me to counting though, he ci-
ted Germany and Canada’s
use of paper ballots, tallied in
public by local officials, which
hesaid “substantiallyreduces
the number of disputes as
compared to the American
patchwork of voting methods
that can lead to basic chain-of-
custody problems.” Further,
while countries like Denmark
and Sweden “sensibly” limit
mail-in voting to those unable
tovotein personanddonotco-
untlate-arriving votesregard-
less of the date of postmark.
Many American elections
now feature mass voting by
mail, with many officials ac-
cepting ballets without post-
marks or those received well
after Election Day; the EO sa-
vs, while barring states from
countingmail ballotsreceived
after Election Day.

Trump pledged to withho-
1d federal election funding fr-
om states that do not comply
with the raft of directives incl-
uded in his order; saying, “Ele-
ction frand —you've heard the
term —we'llend it, hopefully.”
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Trump orders India-like £
election system in US

MEW YORK: President Donald
Trump has cited India and
Brazil in his executive order
to overhaul the American
election system, saying the
two countries are linking
voter identification to a
biometric database while the
US relies on self-attestation
for citizenship.

The sweeping executive order,
signed by Trump on Tuesday,
states that “despite pioneering
self-government, the US now
“fails to enforce basic and neces-
sary election protections used by
both developed and developing
nations.”

“India and Brazil, for example,
are tying voter identification to a
biometric database, while the
United States largely relies on
self-attestation for citizenship,”
according to the order.

“In tabulating votes, Germany
and Canada reguire the use of pa-
per ballots, counted in public by

local officials, which substantial-
ly reduces the number of dis-
putes as compared fo the Ameri-
can patchwork of voting methods
that can tead to basic chain-of-cus-
tody problems,” it said.
“Further, while countries like
Denmark and Sweden sensibly
limit mail-in voting to those una-

ble to vote in person and do not
count late-arriving votes regard-
less of the date of postmark, many
American elections now feature
mass voting by mail, with many
officials accepting ballots without
postmarks or those received well
after Election Day,” it said.
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