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MDW( moves HC fOI‘ ‘top’

symbol ahead of LS election

The MDMK has filed a writ petition in the Madras

High Court seeking a direction to the Election

. Commission of India (EC) to allot the ‘top’
symbol to it, to contest in this year’s Lok Sabha
election and the 2026 Assembly election in the
State. The Second Division Bench of Justices R.

- Mahadevan and Mohammed Shaffiq have
decided to hear the writ petition on Friday. The
party’s general secretary, Vaiko, had filed an
affidavit in support of the petition stating that the
party had been allotted the ‘top’ symbol to
contest in four Assembly elections, as well as four
general elections since 1996. However, in 2010,
the EC de-recognised the party as it had secured
only 5.98% of valid votes in the 2006 Assembly
election and 3.79% in the 2009 general election,
he said. Claiming that the calculation was wrong,
Mr: Vaiko said the MDMK had secured 5.99% of
votes in the 2006 Assembly election and, hence,
this must be construed as 6% of the valid votes.
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CEO holds discussions
on deploying Central
forces for election duty

CHENNAL: Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata
Sahoo on Thursday chaired a meeting with
officials at the Secretariat to discuss the de-

«" ployment of paramilitary forces for election
duty across the State.

Earlier this week, the Union Home Minis-
try allotted 25 companies of the Central
Armed Police Forces to Tamil Nadu for area
domination and confidence-building mea-
sures, among other purposes.

While 15 companies are expected to be in-
ducted from March 1, ten more would be in-
ducted from March 7.
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OPS supports NDA, to

approach EC for
two leaves symbol

CHENNAI: After his supporters empowered ousted
AIADMEK leader O Panneerselvam to take cali
on the alliance for the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, Panneerselvam on Thursday said that
they extend “unconditional” support to the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) to

ensure Prime Minister Narendra Modi
continue his “good governance.”

“We are in the NDA and we will
assist the alliance in whatever
capacity. We extend unconditional
support as we want his 10 years of
good governance to continue,” said
OPS after holding a meeting with
his supporters in Chennai.

His supporters have also passed
a resolution that they should
contest “only in the Two-Leaves” symbol and “never
compromise on self-respect” in backdrop of specula-
tions that the BJP leadership has insisted OPS
supporters to contest the LS polls in ‘Lotus’ symbol.

‘On the possibility of getting the ‘Two-Leaves’
symbol, OPS’s political advisor Panruti S Ramachan-
dran said that the Supreme Court's verdict was
subjected to Erode by-poll. It did not have any
influence on the original civil suit pending before HC.
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Vaiko moves HC seeking
allocation of “Top’ symbol

CHENNAL: MDMK general secretary
Vaiko approached the Madvas High
Court seeking to direct the Election
Commission (EC) to allocate ‘Top’
symbol to his party for the ensuing
2024 Parliament election and 2026

Tamil Nadu state Assembly election.

Vaiko stated in his affidavit

2006 Parliament election, but the ECmen-
Honed it only as 5.98 per cent of votes and

de-recognised the party in 2010.
1t is pertinent to state that the ‘Top’
symbol is not a free symbol notified by
the EC and no other political parties
claim the symbol, said the affidavit.
Hence, to ensure and promote fair and
free election the EC

that MDMK is contesting in Mﬁﬁf_’"ii also sought  should allocate the ‘Top’
Parliament and state elec- io divect the EC to symbol to MDMEK, to en-
tions since 1996 as a regis- rectify tiemcngnitiﬂn able the voters to recog-
tered-recogni , i -
ered-recognised party of the MDMK nise MDMK among oth:

Hence, the 'Top’ symbol was
reserved for MDMK by the

EC under the Election Symbols (Reserva-

tion and Allotment) Order 1968, said
the affidavit.

Even though the EC de-recog-
nised the MDMEK in 2010 the
~‘Top’ symbol was allocated to §
the party under 10A of the Elec-
tion Symbols Order 1968,
stated the affidavit. Vai-
o also claimed that
MDMEK secured 6 per

cent of votes in the

er political parties, said
the affidavit.
Even though detailed representations

_ were made to the EC seeking to allocate

the “Top’ symbol no actions have been
\ taken till now, stated the affidavit.
Considering the Parliament election
‘| dates may be announced any time,
the . HC should direct the EC to
&/ _ allocate the “Top’ symbol
. to us, said the affidavit,
seeking to direct the EC
to rectify the derecogni-
tion of the party.
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