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PMK nominee

booked for
code violation

The Hindu Bureau
CUDDALORE

The Cuddalore Old Town
police have booked a case
inst Tamil Nadu BJP
president K. Annamalai,
PMK candidate for Cudda-
lore Parliamentary consti-
tuency, Thangar Bachan
and 123 others for cam-
paigning without permis-
sion and violating the Mo-
del Code of Conduct in
Cuddalore.
The case was booked on
Saturday under Indian Pe-
“nal Code (IPC) sections 143
(unlawful assembly), 188
(disobedience to order du-
. ly promulgated by public

| servant).
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Come out, vote: transpersqns
brave heat to raise awareness
on electoral participation

With the Lok Sabha poll only a couple of weeks away, transgender persons gathered on Nelson

Mamckam Road recently to senmuse the pubhc to the importance of exercising their franchise

HE..M
C“Hm . Al

‘y ith the Lok Sab-
ha poll a couple
of weeks away,

Sudha, one of the many
transgender persons in
Chennai, came to Nelson
Manickam Road on Satur-
day holding a placard in
the scorching heat to raise
awareness among the pu-
blic on the importance of
voting.

Sudha is part of Sahoda-
ran, a non-governmental
organisation working with
the LGBT community.
Speaking about April 19,
the day of election in Tamil
Nadu, Sudha says she is
looking forward to return-
ing to her school, which is
her polling station, to cast
her vote and reminisce the
good old days in school.

“Times have changed
for the better now. When
we stand to cast our vote,
people  are happy and
some of them even come
to take a selfie with us. But
this is not enough. We
warlt everyone to come out

Members of Sahodaran holding placards urging the resudents

to vote in Chennai on Saturday, S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

and cast their vote,” she
says.

As part of the awareness
campaign, members of Sa-
hodaran are organising pu-
blic gatherings with pla-
cards to draw attention of
the public. Jaya, general
manager of Sahodaran and
trans activist says, “Trans-
gender persofis like us
have gn important role to
play uf‘society‘ and when

marginalised people like
our community talk about
such key issues, people
will take cognisance of it.
Also, we want to state that
whichever party comes to
power, they must give us
rights for adoption too.”
Although  acceptance
from youngsters has in-
creased in- recent times,
Sudha says, there is a long
way to go for a strong re-

presentation of the trans-
gender community in pol-
itics. -
“There should be inclu-
sion and major parties in
the State should give trans-
gender persons too a seat
to contest. What will signif-
icantly make a difference
is, when a transgender per-
son is part of policy mak-
ing,” she adds.

In a week’s time, tran-
swoman Nila, who also
runs the NGO Pharm Foun-
dation, will organise a
street play with other
transgender persons in the
city showcasing the impor-
tance of voting. Their wish
is that the city should regis-
ter a 100 per cent polling
rate.

“Street play would
reach a wider audience,
and especially when a
group of transgender per-
sons put it up, it does make
a difference. In the play, we
want to tell people that
each vote counts, that they
should not accept cash and
vote and that who they
choose has long term con-
sequences,” Nila says.
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AIAIMK flags
MCC violation

at memorial to

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The AIADMK on Sunday
submitted a complaint to
the El n Commission
(EC), stating that
owcasing of the life of
late DMK leader M. Karu-
nanidhi at his memorial
‘Kalaignar Ulagam’ on the
Marina was in violation of
' the Model Code of Con-
' duct (MCC).

The party also sought
that the premises be sealed
until the MCC was with-
drawn. The complaint was
addressed to the Chief

" Electoral Officer. In his
plea, AIADMK spokesper-
son R.M. Babu Murugavel
said that film, literature
and political life of Karuna-
nidhi were being show-
cased to the public in a
form of a video graphic fea-
ture, and pointed out that
there were scenes showing
the DMK’s party flag, sym-
bol and ideology among
others. It “not only pro-
motes Karunanidhi, but al-
so the ruling party”, he
said, alleging violation of

‘-the MCC.

“The EC should ensure
that all stakeholders adh-

‘ere to the prescribed
rules,” he said, and sought
an in tion into the is-
sue and a propnate disci-

| plinary action against

' those who were responsi-
ble for the violations.

ARSWEL
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'MNAMA[AI 100

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHY, MARCH 31

Police have registered a
~case under four sections
against 700 persons, includ-
ing Tamil Nadu BJP presi-
dent K. ‘Annamalai,
Tiruchirappalli Lok Sabha
AMMK candidate
Senthilnathan and leaders
of the AMMK and PMK for
violating Election
Commission rules and can-
vassing for Senthilnathan
beyond 10 pm on Saturday
Y™ the Tennur area of
Tiruchy  city. Police said
Annamalai arrived at the
campaign point around 9.55
pm and continued election-
eering till 10.15 pm. i
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. Spreading voting
awareness
through rangolis

Chennai: To spread aware-
‘ness on the importance of
voting in areas where low
polling was previously re-
corded, the Election Com-
mission has been making
different initiatives as part
of the Systematic Voters
Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) pro-

.+ gramme.

. In Kundrathur munici-
pality, officers drew rangoli
kolam in the office and took
apledgealong with voters.

_ Similarly, kolam was

» drawh in Walajabad pan-

« chayat union too to spread
awareness about voting.

A mobile van with an
LED screen played short
films regarding the impor-
tance of voting at Kancheep-
uram busstand.
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Activists seek accessibility
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THE'NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

audit at booths before poll

-Model audit in city highlights need to improve accessibility measures

"EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

i -

_EVEN as the election prepared-
. hess is in full swing across the
_state, the path to an accessible
and inclusive polling bodth re-

; mains elusive in many places,
say activists. A model accessi-
"bility audit conducted by the
. disability rights activists in
.Chennai North parliamentary
_constituency highlights the
. heed to improve the accessibil-
ity measures in polling booths.
P Saravanan, chairman of

_the disabled social justice

. movement inspected polling
. booths in the Tiruvottiyur zone
_along with various officials.
; The ramps in some of the poll-
ing booths were found to be
_steep. “This kind of ramp will
. be difficult to access by persons
- with disabilities and we have
requested the officials to cor-
. rect them,” said Saravanan.
- Accessible ramps are one of
the minimum facilities that
. were mandated at polling
. booths by the election commis-
_sion. “In some of the booths,
.even assisted handrails were
 missing. A detailed audit is

Disability rights activists conducting
a model accessibility audit at Chennal
North constituency booths | exeaess

necessary before the polling
day. One of the polling booths
in a corporation school com-
prised a disabled-friendly toi-
let, something which the corpo-
ration should ensure that all

.polling booths have,” added
_Saravanan.

ol

In a representation before
the District Election Officer in
Chennai, the Disability Rights
Alliance has requested the con-
stitution of an access audit
committee at the zonal level to
ensure all polling beoths are
audited before the polling day.

Meanwhile, the election com-
mission has appointed 21 spe-
cial ambassadors for its voter
outreach campaign. “We only
have the list of polling booths,
but not their exact location.
The election commission
should make this data public,
We are hopeful of completing
the accessibility audit in every
zone with the help of officials,”
said activist Smitha Sadasivan
of the DRA.

Activists have urged the au-
thorities to make structural
changes in the polling booths.
“The ECI should ensure that
newly-added polling booths are
set up on the ground floor. An
election is held almost every
two years. So, the election pan-
el should focus on making per-
manent changes to make these
polling booths universally
accessible,” said activist
Vaishnavi Jayakumar of DRA.
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fIndependent
‘allotted “Pot’
m Nagai seat;
'CPI unfazed

; uﬂm rsnunnn
©Nagapattinam

; [Bvﬁu as the VCK had
'talmcg -ins with the

“Lok 35!:1141 electlun later
‘“*this ‘month, an Iudepem:l

C: ntesting

Nm;)atﬁnnm con-

stltdeney has been allot-
ted the same

lfcﬁm qrs nnd sickle’
bol, Its alliance part-

ner, the VCK, is not con-
tes 1n inle:hese ‘two

Agz]mt this backdrop,
CPI's Tiruvarur district
secretary V Selvaraj is

rcontesting as the INDIA
+bloc’s candidate for Naga-
_pattinam parliamentary
‘constituency, against
eight others, includmg

threemdepe
On Sémrﬂay, the re-
cer in Nagap-
attinam allotted ‘pot’
synilo] to independent
candidate N
agavan.

gavan (48) is

an cultural labourer

Com graduate from

Polagam in Nagapatti-

nam district. He is also a
social worker.

“I had given preferenc-
es such as pot, pressure
cooker and sugarcane
farmer among the sym-
bols available for Inde-
pendent candidates, [ was
allotted ‘pot’.  am hoping
to win like ‘Aloor’ J Mo-
hamed Shanavas whao
won in Nagapattinam un
der the ‘pot’ symbol,” Vi
jayaragavan told TNIE.

Sibaguru Pandiyan,
CPI's Nagapattinam dis-
trict secretary, however,
said, “Allotment of an
ally symbol to an Inde-
pendent candidate will
not affect our chances of
. - victory People will not be

» confused.”
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