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City election-office
begins distribution of
booth slips to voters in
3 LS constituencies

Corporation Commissioner J. Radhakrishnan at the launch of the
distribution of hooth slips to voters in the city. 5.R. RAGHUNATHAN

The Hindu Bureau ported 39.25 lakh electors on
CHENNAI its rolls, including 19.28 lakh

men, 19.95 lakh women and
The Chennai district election: 1,199 others.

office on Monday launched a
drive to distribute booth
slips to voters in the three
Parliamentary constituen-
cies of the city.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, Chennai district elec-
tion officer J. Radhakrishnan
said that 4,083 workers

Pointing to the measures
taken to build confidence
among voters vulnerable to
intimidation, Mr. Radhak-
rishnan said the list of vul-
nerable and critical polling
stations will be finalised this
week.

The Chennai district elec-

would distribute booth slips  tion office will guide resi-
to 3.25 lakh electors every dents and traders to follow
day up until Aprild3, for the the model code of conduct
upcoming Lok Sabha poll. - ahead of Lok Sabha election,

The bégth slips will have  he said. On the seizure of

details about the location of
the booth and the section
where the electors’ name
has been included. As on
March 17, the district has re-

*

\

cash, he said a committee of
officials will verify: docu-
ments to ensure they are va-
lid in order to return the

\ cash.
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68 registered, recognised
political parties in the fray

G BABU JAYAKUMAR &
D SEKAR /DC
CHENNAL, APR 1

For the April 19 elections
to the Lok Sabha from
Tamil Nadu, 68 registered
or recognised political par-
ties are in the fray, fielding
241 candidates between
them, with some of th
parties ghaving unfamili
names like the Viro Ke Vir
Indian Party that has six
candidates contesting the
polls,

The twd parties that-have
candidates contesting
from all the 39 constituen-
cies in the State are the
Naam = Tamilar Katchi
(NTK), led by Seeman, and
the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), founded by the late
Kanshi Ram and now

headed by Mayvawati and -

based -~ in
Delhi.

Of the total 950 candi-
dates left in the electoral
race after scrutiny and
~withdrawal of nomina-
tions, 609 are independents
and the rest are affiliated
to parﬂee, some of whcim

ge nomencla-
§E€en “Viduthalai
_Katehi’, Tipu

'Sultaﬁ Party, Punnagai

Desam Party, Jebamani

Janata, Anti-Corruption
Dynamic  Party, Veerth
Thiyagi Viswanathadoss
Thozhilalar Katchi,
Vidiyalai Thedum Indiar
Party - and Ahimsa
Socialist Party

Then there are sofge par-
ties with names that most
people in t"}ﬁ State might
not understand at all, leave
alone vote for them. Some
of those parties are
Rashtriya Samaj Paksha,

Hardam Manavtawadi ,

Rashtriya Dal,
Ganasangam Party of
India and Thakkam
Katchi.

Popular . parties with
their names, and also sym-
bols, familiar to the com-
mon people are DMK oon-
testing in 22 seats,
AIADMK 34 seats,

_Congress 9 seats, BJP 23

seats and PMK 10 seats.
Smaller parties in the
State that have fielded can-
didates as allies of one of
the three major coalitions
led by the DMK, AIADMK
and BJP are TMC 3 seats,
VCK 2 seats and DMDK
five.

Both the national com-
munist parties the CPI and
CPM have fielded two ean-
didates each contesting as
part of the DMK-led
alliance, while another
party called SuUCl
(Communist) is also fight-
ing the ,electoral battle
from . two
constituencies.

While Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AMMK) of T T V
Dinakaran, contesting in
two seats as a BJP ally, isa
party bearing the name of
a past leader, there are sev-
eral not so popular parties
named after popular lead-
ers.

They are: Ambedkarite
Party of India (2 seats),
Anna Makkal Katchi (1
seat), Anna MGR

Dravidian Makkal Katchi .

(5 seats), Anna Puratchi
Thalaivar Amma Dravida
Munnnetra Kazhagam (2
seats) and Mahatma

Makkal Munnetra.

K'a2z hagam

(2 seats).
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Poll monitoring
squads
bolstered in
Nilgirjs

B. RAVICHANDRAN | DC
00TY, APRIL 1

Nilgiris collector M.Aruna,
also the returning officer for
the Nilgiris (SC) parliamen-
tary censtituency, has stated
that the district administra-
tion has deployed nine flying
squads (FST), nine static sur-
veillance teams(SST), and
one video surveillance
team(VST), each for the Ooty,
Gudalur and Coonoor assem-

. bly sagments comprising the
. parliamentary constituency.

As per the instructions of
election expenditure observ-
er D, Kiran, the FST, SST and
VST in the aforementioned
assembly segments have
been increased to intensify
the monitoring of the expen-
diture of all candidates. In

‘addition to the existing
squads, three FSTs and one
VST have been added to all

_ the three assembly segments
in the Nilgiris and three SST
have been added to Gudalur
assembly segment, thereby

_ increasing the total strength
of the election expenditure
monitoring teams to 72. The
teams will be on round the
cl(‘wk duty, she added.
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No MP has set foot in our village, but
we will vote, say Puhyansalal tribals

DEBJANI ﬂll'l"ll. GWm

AT the heart of uram,
within the folds of Villianur
commune, lies Puliyansalai, a
tribal hamlet struggling under
the tall shadows cast by system-

ic neglect and poverty. The vil-
lage houses 18 families of the
Malakkuravan tribe whose
poor living conditions have
been further exacerbated by the

looming threat of eviction.
However, despite their margin-
alised status and it tion
as a Scheduled Tribe (ST), the
members of the tribe are deter-
mined to exercise their funda-
mental right this Lok Sabha
election.

“We are a small community,
often overlooked, but we will
cast our votes,” asserted M
Egambaram, president of the
tribal association, reflecting
the high hopes of the commu-
nity in participating in the elec-
toral process. Even though no
MP or even a candidate has set
foot in their village, the tribals
are clear in what they want for
themselves: an MP who will
champion their cause of recog-
nition as an ST, utilising the
Members of Parliament Local
Area Development (MPLAD)
funds to bring essential ameni-
ties to the village, securing pat-
tas and financial support for
higher education.

Fur ovet three decaﬂes lhe resldents of Pullyansalai have lived in makeshqﬂ
shelters on land belonging te the Puducherry Housing Board | sewmaur

Securing patta land is per-
haps the most important of
their demands,”as the tribal
families of Puliyansalai have,
for over three decades, lived in
nothing but makeshift shelters
on land belonging to the Pu-

ducherry Housing Board (PHB).,

Every rainy season brings with
it the threat of flooding and col-
lapse of the makeshift shelters,
they lamented. “Even basic fa-
cilities such as toilets are non-
existent in our homes, forcing
us to use the nearest toilet
which is some 500 metres away.
Drinking water comes from a
common tap, which also gets
submerged during rains,” said

E Alamelu (47), a resident.

While the hamlet did get an
electricity connection in 2017,
facilitated by the then L-G
Kiran Bedi, the livelihoods of
the tribals and their education-
al prospects still remain doubt-
ful. Most families survive by
selling vegetables, handicraft
items on the roadside or driv-
ing autorickshaws on a rental
basis. The residents also men-
tioned the persistent difficul-
ties faced by the youngsters in
funding their higher
education.

“Unlike the Adi Dravidars,
we do not receive any higher
educational assistance. We are

recognised asa Backwm:l Tribe
by the Puducherry government,
which entitles us to reservation
in basic education. But then,
what about college education,”
asked E Suganya (30), “A stu-
dent studying physiotherapy at
a private college also sells veg-
etables and does odd jobs to sup-
port his education and travel
expenses,” she added.
Accessing special loan
schemes to start small busi-
nesses has also proved chal-

1 lenging. “Banks ask us for col-

lateral, despite Prime Minister’s
Mudra loan requiring no such
security,” said Egambaram,

Amid such a situation, Puliy-
ansalai residents recently re-
ceived an eviction notice from
PHB, stating that the land has
been handed over to Padmini
Nagar residents for the con-
struction of an overhead water
tank, a park and other facilities.
The tribal residents refused to
vacate unless an alternative
plot is provided to them. While
there has been a delay in find-
ing alternative land, Padmini
Nagar residents’ association
has moved the High Court seek-
ing their eviction.

It remains to be seen if the
upcoming polls usher in the
wave of change Puliyansalai
residents seek, but either way
their journey towards empow-
erment is far from over.
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- ECIurgedto

‘ stop screening
of MK biopic
at memorial

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

THE AIADMK on Monday

urged the Election Commis:

sion of ia to stop the

. screening of a biopic on
former chief minister M
Karunanidhi at his memori-
al. Currently, the veteran
leader’s life history is being
sereened six times every day.
Addressing reporters at
the secretariat on Monday,
Chief Electoral Officer Satya-
brata Sahoo said the panel

has received
a complaint
in this re-
gard from
~ the ATAD-
MK. “We
have sought
an explana-
tion from
DIPR offi- -
cials about the sereening and
have ordered immediate ac-
tion,” he added.

Sahoo also informed the
press that state-level election
expenditure observer Bala
Krishnan arrived in Tamil
Nadu on Monday and that
the latter will monitor the
election expenses across the
state. He is scheduled to con,
vene discussions with vari-
ous enforcement agencies on

Providing details about the
ECI’s next course of action,
Sahoo said the Chief Election
Commissioner of India is
scheduled to Hold a meeting
with the state CEOs, Chief
Secretaries and DGPs on
Wednesday. Sahoo too, will
conduct a meeting with dis-
trict election officers through.
video-conference. Speaking
about the seizure by the elec-
tion flying squads, Sahoo said
that a total of T109.76 crore in
cash and goods have been
seized so far, and of the 1,622
complaints received through
the C-Vigil, as many as 1,803
complaints have been re-
solved. Meanwhile, the distri-
bution of booth slips to vot-
ers commenced on Monday.
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Tambaram corpn
steps up to ensure
100% voter turnout

Chennai: Tambaram Cor-
porationofﬁcialsstepupef—
forts to ensure 100% voter
turnout for Lok Sabha elec-
tions slated for April 19,
said corporation commis-
sioner R Alagumeena oOn
Monday.
Corporation council-
v™ors and officers distrib-
uted placards on voting pro-
tocols to market vendors in
Tambaram.

Each department has
been instructed to contrib-
ute to the election aware-
ness.campaign.

"4Our goal is to empow-
er every vresident with
knowledge of their voting
rights and procedures,”’
Chengalpet collector S
Arunrajsaid as hemet with
Tambaram residents dur-
ingarecent election aware-
ness campaign. TN
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District Election Officer and GCC Commissioner ) Radhakrishnan

Yl TR R

distributing booth slips at Egmore on Monday

GCO to.distribute 3 lakh
booth slips every day

CHENNAL: The Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) on Monday
has starteddistributing voter
slips in 16 Assembly constituen-
cies ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, Corporation Commis-
sioner J Radhakrishnan said
that at least three lakh slips will
be distributed by the zonal level
officials every day. -

“As on March 17, there are 39.25 lakh
voters in Chennai district of which
19.28 lakh male, 19.95 female and 1,199
third gender voters. We have started
to distribute booth slips to the eligible
voters in three constituencies. The of-
ficials are instructed to distribute
three lakh slips to the public. Also, if
the public has any queries regarding
voting and others they can ask the of-

-

ficials,” said Radhakrishnan while
distributing voter slips at Egmore
constituency on Monday.

The District Election Officer stat-
ed that the voter slips will be distrib-
uted till April 14. The Greater Chen-
nai Corporation has distributed
three ballot boxes to north and south
constituencies each and two boxes
for Central Chennai constituency.
As additional ballot boxes are re-
quired to the three constituencies,
steps have been taken accordingly to
provide in the next few days.

So far, the flying squads and static
surveillance team has seized Rs 9.13
crore worth cash, gold and other
things of which Rs 3.35 crore is in cash
and Rs 5.55 crpre worth gold. In addi-
tion, the staff drafted for election duty
will be allocated from Tuesday.
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Erode dist sees 58 poll
violation cases in a day
CHENNAL: The Election Commission has
constituted one more flying squad for Erode
district after 58 poll code violations were
reported in a single day, from Saturday 7 am
~ to Sunday 7 am. Owing to the rise in
violations, E > has increased the number of
flying squads to 25 in the district The

additional squad is allotted for poll violation
 checks in the limits of Erode East Assembly
 conglituency. poll officiafs said that they
 recejved 39 complaints through the toll-free
~ number set up for the purposes, while 19
‘were received on E-Vigil app. All the
~ compjaints were acted upon, EC officials said.
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