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EC asks pohtlcal parties to ;
cease registering voters for
post-poll welfare schemes

| The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Election -Comnﬁssioh
(EC) on Thursday directed

- all political parties to cease

- enrolling or registering vo-

ters for post-election be-
neficiary-oriented
schemes under the “guise
of surveys”, saying it
amounts to corrupt prac-
tice under election law.
The poll body said some
political parties and candi-

dates have been engagmgt R

in activities that blur the
lines between legitimate
surveys and partisan ef-
forts to register individuals
for post-election benefici-
ary-oriented schemes.

BJP’s complaint

A potential quid pro quo
for voting and induce-
ments amounts to bribery
or corrupt practice, the EC
said in an advisory to all
national and regional poht

ical parties.

practice

The Election Commission
advisory comes following a
complaintby the BJP.

~The EC advisory comes
following a complaint by
the BJP which had said that
the Congress’s “Ghar Ghar
Guarantee” outreach to
people was a “corrupt
amounting to
bribery” and urged the
poll body to put a stop toit.
Under this initiative, the
BJP claimed that the Con-
gress and its workers are
distributing  “guarantee
cards” to households, pre-
senting tl@n with applica-

‘.

‘tion papers for accessing

the party’s promised
benefits.

In its advisory, the EC
cited five instances that
“obscure the distinction
between legitimate surveys
and biased attempts to end
rol people in programmes
for political gain, all while
masquerading as legiti-
mate survey activities or ef-
forts to inform people
about government pro-
grammes or party agendas
related to potential indivi-
dual benefits”.

These included new-
spaper  advertisements
urging voters to register
themselves for benefits by
giving missed calls on a
mobile or calling on a tele-

- phone number, distribu-

tion of guarantee cards giv-
ing details of schemes
along with an attached
form asking for details of
voters and distribution of
forms seeking details and
seeking online registration.
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PMK MLA urges Chief Secy.
to relax MCC norms in State

PMK legislator S. Sadhasivam on Thursday
submitted a representation requesting Chief
Secretary Shiv Das Meena to relax the norms of
Model Code of Conduct (MCC) so that MLA

~ offices could be reopened. In his representation
to the Chief Secretary, he recalled that the polling
in Tamil Nadu had concluded and pointed out
that the counting of votes was only scheduled for
June 4. There were issues such as water shortage
in many places, he said, adding: “When we
contact government officials, as elected
representatives of the people, we are told that

the MCC is in place. The people are affected and
we are not able to discharge our duties..”
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countmg cenl'es banned A

The Greater Chennal Gity Police (GCP)
Commismﬁner, Sandeep Rai Rathore, has issued
orders b g flying of drones and other
umnaﬂnad aerial vehicles till June 4 qver three
~ counting centres in the city, where the polled
electronic voting machines have been kept. Last-
week Chennal Corporatlon Commissioner

akrisl ho is also the District Election
Oﬁcer, and City Po gComxmssmner, along with
other officials, inspected security arrangements
at the three counting centres — Queen Mary’s
College, Mylapore; Loyola College,
Nungambakkam and Anna University, Guindy.--:
The centres have been prowded with a four-tier
sacunty cover.
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ADMK candidate of the
Lok Sabha constituen-
Krishnasamy, and
candidate John Pandian
de jed a detailed re-
: céhomng of
cameras fitted to
the strong room

e EVMs for Tenkasi
have been stored.

. collected -from
~stations in Tenkasi
ency, have been Kept in
room set up at a pri-
ege at Kodﬂmruchi
4 ayanallu: taluk

! strong room ing
tored  round-the-clock

with a three-layer security
ingement. A total of 210

'V cameras have also been

he 210 cameras, 90 went
‘around five hours on
Tuesday (April 30), reportedly
due to thunderstorms and
rain. The CCTV cameras
affected due to the heavy rain
around 3.30 pm on Tuesday
werg restored by 8 pm the

tﬁe Kumti MK rc:gﬁdate l(;f
oons tuency up the
icion that so many Cerv
going off at the same_
mightbeﬁltentional Kri-
shnasamy  demanded a
ed report on the issue
m the Election Commission
I;miia and wanted the chief
toral officer of Tamil
adu, Sathyabrata Sahoo, to
" the strong room in
; .asi constituency  to
% the security arrange-
BJP candidate John Pand-
ian, in a petition to the Te-
S district returning offi-
cer, AK. al ‘Kishore,
i ded a det %n't on

e mal.t’unctmnmg f 90
CTV cameras at the same
e in the strong room. |
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Delay in voting figures:
EC must be transparent

he question that Opposition leaders and public intellectuals raise
about the Election Commiission of India on what they perceive as
lack of transparency and the will to act on time requires the imme-
diate attention on the part of the poll body and correetive action.

One of the serious allegations is that the EC took 11 days to come out with
an official release on the final percentage of polling in the first phase of
election to the 18th Lok Sabha. It is a fact that a press release of the EC,
published through the Press Information Bureau of the Government of
India on April 30, 2024, put out the final figure of polling in the first phase
as 66.14 per cent; it also recorded the final figure for the second phase s
66.71 per cent. These are against 69.43 and 69.17 per cent, respectively, in
the 2019 elections. ;

The public is given to understand that the EC had indeed put out the
same figures on its app the day after the polling for the first phase. The EC
may have its reasons to take the technological route and update the data
but it must 1 that the public collects authentic information when it
places it in the public domain as it has done on April 30. It is untenable that
the EC does not follow a ré . familiar route in disseminating critical
information related to the general election. It must form and then follow a
protocol for such key elements of its functioning,

There is also criticism of the EC for its failure to update the number of
actual voters in each constituency and the number of voters who exercised
their franchise. It defies logic that the EC provides an occasion for politi-
cal parties to raise such serious allegations. The EC conducts elections on
the basis of an electoral roll which goes through several rounds of revision
before being finalised ahead of the voting. It gets the form on voting in each
booth a day after the date of polling and hence should have all the data,
including on the number of people Who have voted in each constituency,

‘without much difficulty. There is no'reason why it ¢hooses not to publish
it as soon as it has it. 5 .

People in the know of the process claim that there cannot be foul play
with respect to the numbers since representatives of the political parties at
the booth level have the same set of data, and they can verify them on the
date of counting. However, it is incumbent upon the mammoth machinery
of the EC to get the data collated and aggregated; it is not a great idea to
depend on booth-level agents of the parties who will have little idea of the
whole picture, Moreover, the general public would rather have the data
from the constitutional body mandated to conduct the polls, and not from
anyone else. :

The EC last week sent notices t¢ both the BJP and the Congress on the
alleged violation of the Model Code of Conduct. In fact, the charge against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was pretty serious in that he is alleged to
have made communally divisive speeches during election rallies. There
has been no action from the poll regulator and the Prime Minister keeps
making speeches that have similar content nonstop. The EC will be failing
in its job if it is unable to intervene in time\and stop the wrongdoers. It
must do the right thing and then be seen to be doing so.
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CAN'T DEVISE
OF POLLS, HC ON
DEEPFAKES
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The Delhi high céurt on |

Thursday directed a
lawyers’ organisation to give
a representation to the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) on its plea on the
use of deepfake technologies
in the political campaign for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

The court asked the ECI to

decide the representation
given by petitioners expedi-
tiously, keeping in mind the
urgency of the matter. :

A bench of aeting chief
justice Manmohan _ and
Justice Manmeet P.S. Arora
disposed of the petition, say-
ing it cannot devise a policy
in the middle of the elec-
tions. .

The court said it trusts the
ECI, which is a constitution-
al body, to act on the matter.

The bench said, “We can't
devise a policy today in the
midst of elections. Once it is
entrusted to the ECI, the
court’s interdiction at this
stage will not be proper. At
this moment, the courts will
not give any direction. You'll
have to live with dt. All of
this is to be done before the
elections. At the 1Ith hour
courts cannot interfere.”

“At this moment it will not
be proper for the court to
intervene with the jurisdic-
tion of the ECI Let us trust
the ECIL,” it said.

e
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday asked all
political parties to stop reg-
istering voters for post-elec-
tion beneficiary-oriented
schemes “under the guise of
surveys”. The EC said such
an act has the potential of
quid pro quo for voting and
inducements amount to
bribery. This comes follow-
ing complaints by the BJP
against the Congress’
“guarantee card” scheme in
which it is seeking online
~ registration.

In a letter to the presi-
dents of all national and
state political parties, the
EC said it has taken a seri-

ous view of activities by

political parties and candi-
dates seeking details of vot-
ers under the guise of vari-
ous surveys for their pro-
posed beneficiary schemes.
“The EC has come across
instances where some politi-
cal parties and candidates
have been engaging in activ-
ities that blur the lines
between legitimate surveys

guise of surveys: EC

and partisan efforts to regis-
ter individuals for post-elec-
tion beneficiary-oriented
schemes,” the poll body said.
The commission said the
act of calling upon individ-
ual electors to register for
post-election benefits may
create an impression of the
requirement of a one-to-one
transactional relationship
between the elector and the
proposed benefit. and has
the potential to generate
- quid pro quo arrangement
for voting in a particular
way, thereby, leading to
inducement. :
The EC, while acknowl-

 edging that generic and

general electoral promises
are in the realm of permis-
sibility, moted that such
activities obscure the dis-
“tinction between authentic
surveys and biased
attempts to enrol people-in
programs for political gain,
all while masquerading as
legitimate survey activities
or efforts to inform about
government programs or-
party agendas related to
potential individual
benefits.
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EVM strong rooms in
city declared red zones’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Chennai

FOLLOWING orders of Chen-
nai City Police Commissioner
- Sandeep Rai Rathore, places
- where the Electronic Voting
Machines (EVM) are stored
have been declared as ‘red
- zones' and flying of drones and
other unmanned aerial vehi-
cles will be prohibited in these
: areasuntﬂ June 4.

The EVMs that were used for

-Lok Sabha elections in the

three constituencies in the city

have been stored in strong
rooms at Loyola College in
Nungambakkam, Queen
‘Mary’s College in Mylapore

and Anna University in Guindy.

It may be noted that flying of
drones and other unmanned
aerial vehicles is already
banned under CrPC section 144
in Chennai.

The DMK had petitioned the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) three days ago seeking
steps to designate tlfe areas
housing strong rooms ‘drone
no-fly zones’, besides ensuring
umnterrupted CCTV surveil-
lance of the rooms.

The party’s appeal came in
the backdrop of an incident re-
garding CCTV cameras mal.

A central armed force personnel
standing guard at strong room | exeress

functioning for approximately
20 minutes in the strong room
containing EVMs for the Nilg-
iris parliamentary constituen-
cy. The DMK had expressed
concern that drones can be
used to interfere with the func-
tioning of CCTVs.

e
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

ECNEEDS TO PUBLICLY
SHARE DATA TO ENHANCE
TRUST IN POLL PROCESS

HE delay by the Election Commission of India (ECI) in
putting out the final figures of polling in the first and
second phases of the Lok Sabha election has generated
a completely avoidable controversy The ECI decision
not to put out constituency-wise re gistered voter num-
bers is seen as a deviation from the established practice of
making this data available immediately after the end of poll-
ing. Concerns have been raised about the non-availability of
constituency-wise polling percentages and the total number
of registered voters in each constituency. These two figures
would have helped political parties to cross-check the per-
centages in constituencies where polling has concluded.

The ECI's argument that the figures relating to station-wise
votes polled are recorded in Form 17 and available with all the
candidates has failed to pacify those raising questions over
the motive behind withholding the information from the pub-
lic. Booth-level turnout data is recorded in absolute numbers
in Form 17 at the end of voting in the presence of the candi-
dates’ polling agents. This booth-level data is consolidated at
the constituency level to calculate the polling percentage.
Form 17, therefore, ensures transparency and integrity of the
polling data. It serves as the primary record, because the fig-
ures recorded in it cannot be altered or tampered with. The
ECI has a robust system for recording and counting votes. But
the delay in publishing the final polling percéntage and the
absence of data on constituency-wise registered voters and
polling percentages has led to some avoidable questions.

The ECI's deviation has raised concerns about transpar-
ency and accountability The commission would do well to
stick to established protocols and avoid creating unnecessary
doubts in the minds of the people about the integrity of data
it puts out. As an autonomous constitutional body, the ECI is
duty-bound to make sure while conducting free and fair
elections it maintains tmt;ﬁamcy in its operations to en-
sure public frust in the electoral process. The commission
should forthwith place the data on registered voters in each
constituency and the constituency-wise voting percentage on
its website. This would remove doubts over differences be-
tween the provisional and final polling figures that have been
released. The political parties, meanwhile, need to tone down
their criticism of the commission in the interest of maintain-
ing public trust in the electoral process and our democracy.

PPN
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