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Cycle rally organised to raise
awareness about LS election
SR eSS about LS election

- Inan effort to encoura

upcoming Lok Sabha election and raise

awareness, Satyabrata Sah
Officer, Tamil Nadu, organised ‘Election
Cyclothon’ in Chennaj as part
organise several outdoor cam
cycle rally began from Chenn
a.m. and ended in Officer’s ¢
around 8 a.m. Mr. Sahoo saj
Commission would soon m
regarding the byelections
Assembly constituency, w
DMK leader K, Ponmudy

disproportionate assets case,

of plansto.

paign activities. The
ai Light House at 6
olony, Pallavaram

d that the Election
ake an announcement
in Tirukkoyilur

hich fell vacant after
Was convicted in a

ge citizens to vote in the

00, the Chief Electoral

EC calls for strong action against

officials indulging in favouritism

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW :

The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday directed
all the district magistrates
and superintendents of
police to take strong action
against officials, who are
indulging in favouritism.,

The poll body’s move
comes in a bid to ensure
“temptation free (prahlo-
han'mukt)” Lok Sabha
elections and provide a Je-

- vel-playing field to all the
parties.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said
that directions have been
issued to all the District
Magistrates and SPs to en-
sure level playing field for
all the political parties, and
to take

strong -action”

Strict vigil: Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar and others

addressing a press conference on Saturday. SANDEEP SAXENA

against those officials in-
dulging in favouritism.
“Ensure  impartiality
with junior officials work-
ing at cutting-edge level for
level playing field. All the

" DEOs (District Election Of

ficers) have been asked to
immediately- act on the

complaint lodged by the
political parties,” Mr. Ku-
mar told presspersons.

“At present, no com-
plaint is pending and all
the problems have been sa-
tisfactorily redressed,” he
said.

Mr. Kumar, who was ac-

companied by Elaction
Commissioner Arun Goel,
also asked the officials to
check cases of
impersonation.

Fraudulent activities

The Chief Election Com-
missioner said that imme-
diate action should be ta-
ken against people, who
are.involved in fraudulent
activities pertaining to the
election process. :

He added that a social
media cell should be made
at the district level for tack-
ling fake news so that
“false narratives are tack-
led immediately”,

Mr. Kumar was on a
three-day tour to the State
capital to review the poll
preparedness for the Lok
Sabha elections.
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i W ghe' mation has
1 Ywitnessett -the

3 complete breal:-

down of @ all

ethics in the

recent Rajya Sabha elec-

- tions in Himachal

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka:; What hap-
pened in these elections is
not an  exception, but
more and more the norm,
‘and we are, even though

- .the world’s largest democ-

racy, fast reaching the
sordid bottom of political
unethicality. It is crystal
clear that our democratic

.credentials are seriously -

threatened if comprehen-
sive electoral reforms are

not” implemented urgent-
Iy, and the nexus between
unaccounted money and

politics severed. ,
Recently, . after a long

wait, the Supreme Court
(8C) struck down- the..

legality of electoral bonds:

- That was the right deci-

sion, considering that the

. bonds.did nething to elim-
- inate the deliberate opaci- -
ty in the role of anony-.

mous money in politics,

' .except to make, the dona-

tions through a 'bank
transfer. Everything else
remained the same,. or

even worse: The donor -
. was .unknown, the party

receiving the funds
unknown, the tap- on
amiourit - of  funding

removed, and donations .
from foreign sources —

not allowed earlier —

 made unlimited.

The whole .s¢heme, as
the S€ averred, was a

" fraud playedon the voter

in the name of reforin. But
while the SC judgment is
welcome, it is still not a
solution to eliminating

" the role of black mgney in

* politics, which is the beej
" of all corruption in India.
. Merely scrapping the elec-

. toral bond. scheme will

take us back to the old sys-
tem where cash was paid
under the table, forcing

. corporates to resort 'to

unethieal practices which,
generate black money.

The RElection = Com-

| chomatiya's Viw

" recommended

" ties
money on electioneering-
“or horse trading, people

. switch
~Governments. have been

mission (EC) has for long.
g several
reforms. Currently, can-
didates are required to
disclose their assets and

liabilities, but not politi--

cal parties. As far back as

2004, the EC had proposed. -
that
should be required to pub- -

“political parties

lish their accounts annu-
ally for information and

serutiny. of the general

public and all concerned,
for which purpose .the
maintenance of

by
Comptroller and Auditor
General) to ensure their
accuracy is a prerequi-
site”. This has never been
done. i

The EC had also'recom-

mended that all payments
‘made to political parties
must be madedigitally or
by.crossed actount payee
cheque, where the donor
and the -receiving. party
are known. This too has
not been implemented.

Given the digital revolu-
_'tion, why can’t we have a
" law that -all donations to

parties, of even the small-
est amount; must compul-
sorily be made digitally,
and available. on a public
website? Then, when par-
brazenly - splurge

can ask from where'this
unaccounted money has
come from.. This “crowd
funding”, 'through: trans-
parent digital donations,

-is entirely implementable,
.-and has been tested by

Bernie Sanders with great
success in the US presi-
dential elections in 2016
and 2000 ais R
Further,” the . intent
behind the anti-defection

‘law has become a joke. It
- has become ‘almost rou:

-tine for elected represen-
tatives, individually or
‘collectively, to rantlomly
parties.

toppled by horse trading,

- and parties with a minori-

ty - have’ miraculously

CHRIM b o D

-electoral bond
.- scheme will take us

- table, forcing

such -
‘accounts and their audit-
ing (by a firm -of auditors-

-approved .. the -

-emotions

Mén}e!y scraﬁping'th.e

back o theold ~ |
system where cash
was paid under the

corporates to resort
to unetilcal practices
which gensrate black

© MONGY . R

become ‘majorities. The
entire lubricant for this

shameful state of affairsis -

black money, rurning
into hundreds of crores,

_ where elected representa-
“tives allow themselves to
be sold to thie highest bid-

der. There is, in them, no

‘pretence of fidelity to ide-
ology,. or idealism, or .
or -

political  loyalty,
qualms ~ from turning
‘overnight into an abject

acolyte of the very leader .

or party of which they
were the most emphatic
critic. This - deplorable
state of affairs has created
a sehse of revulgion in the
commén person, - where
'swing  from
anger to resignation. A

corrective - is .urgently-.

needed to revive people’s

" belief, in the infegrity of

the democratic process.
There are obvious solu-
tions, but who will take
the initiative? For

instance, Why can't we.
‘have a law by which any
-elected -

representative
who, after winning on a

. particular party symbol,
. changes sides will have to'

resign and fight elections
afresh? : 3
The EC, has a vital role

in impartially, fearlessly. - 3
* the ‘basic structure’ of the

and rigorously supervis-
ing the electoral process,

“but it appears to be great-

1y enfeebled, The SC, in a
judgment of March 2023,

“had proposed that election

commissioners are select-

ed by a committee consist- .
ing of the PM, the Leader -
" of the Opposition, and the

Chief Justice of India
(CJI). The government,

however, passed ‘a.law

omitting ' the CJI, and
made the third member a

Union’ minister nominat: -

ed by the PM. The govern-
ment, therefore, ~ will

" always have the majority

in appointing the three
election ‘commissioners.

Why should any ruling -

. EC,

party have the right to dic-
tate the composition of the -
especially when, -
under the Constitution, it
is an independent body? |

An impartial and ethi-

- cally inflexible ombuds-
. man is needed for any

democracy to abide by the

- rules of the game. The EC

has this constitutional
role, but if it chooses. to be
a largely mon-interven-
tioriist- body, who- will °
ensure that the model
code of conduct for elec-.
tions is strictly imple-
mented? The very first
article of this code says: .
“No party shall include in
any activity which may .
aggravate existing differ-'
ences or create mutual
hatred or cause tension

.between different caste

and communities, reli-
gious or linguistic.” The

‘second article ‘stresses:

“Criticism of other parties
or their workers on the
basis of unverified allega-
tions or. distortion should
be avoided.” The third is "
categorical: = “There
should be no appeal to
caste or communal feel-

“ings-for securing votes.

Mosques, ° temples,
churches orother places
of worship should not be
used as.forums for elec-
tion propaganda.” ‘And -
the fourth states that: “All

. parties and candidates

shall avoid scrupulously . -
all activities which rare -

- ‘corrupt practices” and

offences under the elec--
tion law-such as bribing of -

_voters;” intimidation -of

voters...” If the EC is
found wanting -in ensur-.

“ing the above, can the SC .’

crack the whip, because it
is its mandate to protect

Constitution, . of which
democracy — and free and

- fair elections — is a cen-

tral pillar?
All our political -parties, .

.as part of an unstated con-

spiracy, have been resist-
ing -electoral = reform.
because they have-a vest-
ed 'interest in perpetuat-
ing- the.old corrupt sys-
tem. Ultimately, citizens,

. whoare the victims of this

shameful state of affairs,
must say: Enongh is .
enough! i \

The writer is an author,
. diplomat-and former
member of Parliament:
(Rajya Sabha)
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Post a two-day meet in Chennai, the ECI said that any incident involving distribution of freebies

or money to voters would result in severe action against the officials concerned, say sources

S. Vijay Kumar
| CHENNAI

ith the Election
Commission of
¥ India- (ECD
cracking the whip on dis-
tribution of cash for votes
and warning bureaucrats
to take or face action, the
Tamil Nadu police are
chalking out elaborate stra-
tegies to effectively curb
distribution of money or
freebies to voters by politi-
cal parties.

After holding a two-day
meeting chaired by Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) of India Rajiv Kumar
and Election Commission-
er of India Arun Goel with
IAS/IPS officers here last
week, and the communica-
tions that followed, the ECI
had made it clear that any
incident involving distribu-
tion of freebies or money
to voters would result in
“severe” action against the
concerned Commissioner/
Superintendent of Police,
sources said on Sunday.

Though there was an
option to place the Flying
Squad Teams (FST) and
Static Surveillance Teams
(SST) at the disposal of Poll
Observers, the ECI said
that the teams would re-
main under the command
of the Returning Officers

. lore,

Mo

ok

Gearing up: Chief Election Commissioner of India Rajiv Kumar

addressing mediapersons in Chennal, after the two-day meeting

recently. R. RAVINDRAN

(Collectors) or Commis-
sioners or SPs. However,
the commission would not
hesitate to change its mind
if the desired results were
not achieved, the sources
added.

Money power
Recalling instances of dis-
tribution of money to vo-
ters in Aravakurichi, Vel-
and R.K. Nagar,
among other places, in the
past resulting in counter-
manding of elections in
these constituencies, the
ECI called for steps to erad-
icate the role of money or
muscle power in influenc-
ing the voters, the sources
added.

Besides IAS/IPS officers,
the CEC and Election Com-
missioner of India held dis-

cussions with enforcement
agencies such as the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau, Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence, Directorate of
Enforcement, and Central
Industrial Security Force.
“The ECI has said that de-
tection of money or free
distribution should result
in registration of case
against the party function-
aries involved and the can-
didate. This may not only
result in arrest of the ac-
cused persons, but also de-
barring of the candidate.
They have reiterated that
the responsibility to en-
sure free and fair elections
starts and ends with the
Collectors/Commissioners
or SPs, asthe case may be,”
a senior police officer told
The Hindu.

The CEC acted tough
while reviewing the prepa-
redness of the State ma-
chinery,

“When a top police of-
ficer explained the steps ta-
ken to curb distribution of
money or freebies, the CEC
said that the points ap-
peared good on paper. He
gave the officer 30 minutes
to write down a more effec-
tive plan of action,” the of-
ficer, who did not want to
be quoted said.

He said that Collectors
and those holding other se-
nior positions in law-enfor-
cement agencies were told
to ensure that this Lok Sab-
ha election was free from
any inducements, and held
in a transparent manner, [
will not mind serving in an
insignificant post in the
rest of my career than be-
ing punished by the ECI for
dereliction or inefficiency
in the next three months.
Such actions will enter into
the service record and af-
fect the promotion, depu-
tation and empanelment
prospects of an officer,”
police officer said.

The ECI had also made
an appeal to the people to
utilise the mobile app, cVI-
GIL, to enable the public to
report violations of the Mo-
del Code of Conduct dur-
ing elections.
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Law students in city get
hands-on election lesson

ECI launches
cyclerallyto
encourage voting

=g Election Commission
i of Indla launched an
initiative called ‘Pedal for
Vote' Cyclothon. This
initiative aimed to
encourage citizens to
actively engage in the
democratic process by
exercising their right to vote
while promoting a healthy
lifestyle through cycling.
Several youngsters
participated in the rally on
saturday that commenced
“at Chennai Light House and
culminated at Officers Lane,.
Pallavaram, near St. Stephen
Tarall Church. Satyabrata
Sahoo, Chief Electoral
Officer, flagged off the rally
and also participated in it.

TimeS News NeTwoRrk

Chennai: Law students across the
city took part in an electoral college
simulation to understand the proc-
essof elections on Friday at Saveetha
School of Law at Poonamallee,

Studentsplayed candidates of dif-
ferent political parties and went
through the process of campaign
strategy, including fundraising,
building a campaign team, and craft-
ingacompellingmessage to appealto
voters.

Through debates, rallies, and
strategic alliances, students compet-
ed to secure delegates and emerge as
theparty'snominee. “It wasfuntoen-
gageinnegotiations, coalition-build-
ing, and outreach efforts. Thig way
we understood how the electoral col-
lege shapes the outcome of elec-
tions,” said Priya Ganesh, an under-
graduate law student,

The three finalists had to win
votes from 200 student voters: J D
Geethika Sriyaand Hariharasudan §
from the School of Excellence in Law,

LIKE THE POLITICIANS DO

TNDALU, Chennai, won with. 86
votes, Vigneswar T and Ramya V
from Saraswathy Law College, Tindi-
vanam, got66 votes, becoming the op-
position party. Karuna T from Vels
University was praised as the best
spokesperson, : ;

Chairman of the Permanent Lok
Adalat in Tiruvallur A Ramesh and
journalist Thenmozhi Ezhil guided
thestudents.

Ramesh wanted colleges to focus
more on such competitions to help
students understand how democracy
works. “This is a new chapter in na- .

- tional legal competitions in India,”

headded.

‘

Seeman urges ECI not to allot lotus symbolto BIP

Chennai: Naam Tamizhar Katchi (NTK) leader Seeman has demanded the Election Commssion
i tallocate the ‘lotus’ symbol to BJP. :
it hégé?n(ggx)v%% had lost his ‘farmer’ symbol to antither _partﬂ) ti:xlslfva:;ltit:ﬁ:ﬁ?égl Iﬁecz}:;ziegf I];f
Chennai that there would be an undue influence on voters since e
! ! k’ symbol for his party, his plea
dia. Seeman said that when he asked the ECI toallot ‘peacoc] drylusp
i jional bird and cannot be allotted toa political party.
B e g ECDallotlotusfor the BJP? Either the BJP’s
“If peacock cannot be given to us then how did you( S el S
al flower should be changed,” Seeman said. ]
symbol should be changed or the nation: A st el
ingi bol. State BJP-pres;ldentKAnnamalalsa‘ h
ENJ;?ei:rNNTIII{‘Il(;;;uingtlst:;r{lrgol and the BJP? Seeman should h_awe applied for the symbol in ECL DidI
stophimfrom applyingfor the symbol,” asked K Annamalai. T
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Ahead of the impending
Lok Sabha election in the
coming months, the secu-

. Tity along ‘with' the west-
-ern border ang Jammu - p

and Kashmir (J&K) has
been tightened up. The

" Central forces Have also -

been directed - to keep
utmost vigil on the border

areas especially along the °
! (LoC)
while the « security grid-
system” -has been recali.-
brated in the Kashmir -

Line of Control

Valley, \

", According to the sources

in the security setup, a
communication has been
sent by the:Union home:
ministry to . all border

- guarding forces - instruct-
-ing _.them to

increase

intensive - border

- batrolling from Punj b to -
JEK...

. Referring to the drone
‘menace ¢arrying' arms -

© A COMMUNICATION
has been sent by the
- Union home Ministry to

" all'border guarding.

forces instructing them

to increase intensive
order patrolling from

Punjah to J&K

and drugs, the Border
-Security Foree ‘has been

Instructed to strictly dea]-.

with this hehace and to
maintain regulay checks
along the border areas as
‘the’ Pakistani forces are
helping and facil-itatin‘g

-terrorists in - theirj 'bid_ to

infiltrate, - ; ;
Simﬂaljly,'the grid secu-

Tity system has also recal.’

ibrated .in the Valley to
‘prevent terror attacks.
The BSE CRPE Army and
'd&K police have also been
directed to scan the forest

areas'along the Loc with’

‘the help of a drone,
The: security grid system

in Kashmir was activated
during  the lone-wolf:
attacks cases in recent -

. Years. Under this System,

the sensitive areas have
been divided into 8rids
and CCTV surveillance js.
activated to keep an eye

on the suspicious activi.

ties of anti-national ele-

ments, . E
A senior Army official

-said that despite huge

Teéquisition of. the Ceniral ‘
forces. for the election -
duties, adequate Nuihbers
of - battalions have been
kept inreserve for border-
guarding purposes..

The recent intelligence

- -Inputs have suggesteq a.

chahge in the tactics by~
Pakistdn’s Army, Rangers,
and ISI, which intend to
avoid any backldsh or:
counteroffensive at this
juncture, as this Wwould
have. international and
domestic ramifications
beyond: their control; the . .
sources said. ~ - ;

DC CORRESPONDENT .
NEWVDELHI; MAR. 3 - i

A seven'judge bench of,
the Supreme Court head- -

ed by Chief “Justice of
‘India is slated to. pro-
~-hounce its verdict. on
Monday on the issue of

'whether MPs and MLAs - f

enjoy  immunity from
prosecution for . taking

- bribes tomake a speechor

cast a vote in Parliament

or state legislatures, The . :

bench had reserved its

judgment on October -5 -

last year,
~ The Union government

had submitted before SC
that bribery can never be

a subject matter of immu-

. nity and a parliamentary

privilege is hot meant to .
‘Place a.lawmalter. above -

“law, -

The —judg’mentl was

reserved after the bench’

heard arguments from the
attorney—general, - the

'solicitor—general and ami- -

- CUs curiae P.S. Patwalia,
Wio - was assisting the
court in-the matter. :

Twenty-five Years after
the JMM h .
rocked the country; the

ribery scandal: -

b A seven-judge bench is.

. reconsidering the judg- -
- ment delivered' by a

five-judge bench of the
apex court in 1998 in the
“JMM graft case, by
which MPs and MLAs .
were granted immunity
*Trom’prosecution for
taking bribes to make a
speech or vote in legis-
lature, iSO

seven-judge bench - is
reconsideririg the judg- -
ment’ delivered by 3 five. .

Judge bench of the apéx

- court in 1998 in the JMM

graft case, by which MPs ™
and MLAs .were granted
immunity -from prosecu-
tion for taking bribes to
make a speech or vote in
legislature, .~ - 7l

. The'bench said it would

examine - Whether the
:Immunity granted to law-. -
makers from prosecution :
for taking bribes to make
4 speech - or " vote in
‘Parliament and state.leg-
Aslatures Is_extended to

- thém, even if ‘criminality

1s - attached

to  their:
actions. : :
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