SC to list before polls pleas
to verify count in all EVMSs

A series of petitions have sought a complete count of VVPAT slips as opposed to the current

pracuce of verification of votes in only a few EVMs in each Assembly segment through the slips

* NEW DELHI

@y he Supreme Court
- on Wednesday
agreed to list ahead

i ofthehok Sabha election a
series of petitions seeking a
directive to the Election
Commission to mandatori-
ly cross-verify the vote
count in all electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs) by
counting all voter verifia-
ble paper audit trail
(VVPAT) slips.

~ The current practice is
verification of votes cast in
only five polling stations of
each Assembly constituen-
cy through the slips.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
who heads the Bench, as-
sured senior advocates Ka-
pil Sibal, advocate Prash-
ant  Bhushan, senior
advocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan, and advocate Ne-

Ballot tally

Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (WWPAT) is an independent system attached with the Electronic
Voting Machines that allows the voters to verify that their votes are cast as intended.

= Petitioners have moved
g:cp mlslr?gth%ﬂle g.

all WPAT stlps, They alm
propose §imullan§waWPA'f
verification

® On July 17, 2023, the top
court had sought the response

b 4 oftheEConapleafiled

i # EC had said counting ¢

by the Association for
Democratic Reforms

100% VWPAT slips would pose 1

g gtﬁtdiﬂir.ulty dueto’

amount of time it would take

# Court to hear petitioners
before first phase of election

ha Rathi, all appearing for
various petitioners, includ-
ing the Association for De-
mocratic Reforms, that the
case would be listed the
week after next.

The Lok Sabha election
will begin on April 19.

In an oral mentioning,
the lawyers urged the
court to hear the case be-
fore the election, possibly
even next week. “We may

not be able to hear next
week. That is why we said
the week after next,” Jus-
tice Khanna said. He said
the coming week had only
Tuesday available for de-
tailed hearing as Monday
and Wednesday had been
reserved for miscellaneous
cases. Thursday and Fri-
day are marked as gazetted
and local holidays in the
court’s calendar.

The petitions have re-
ferred to a reported judg-
ment of the top court in
2013 in Subramanian Swa-
my v Election Commission
of India that the election
process should “have ful-
lest transparency in the
system and to restore the
confidence of the voters”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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EC reviews law and

order in States and
Union Territories

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Wednesday met with
top officials of all States
and Union Territories to
assess the law-and-order
situation ahead of the Lok
Sabha election in order to
prevent illicit activities and
ensure strict vigilance
along inter-State boundar-
jes and international
borders. '

The meet chalred by
Chief Election Commis-

sioner Rajiv Kumar, along

with Election Commission-
ers Gyanesh Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, was
" also attended by officials
from Central agencies
guarding the borders.

The commission re-
| viewed in detail critical is-
sues pertaining to each
State and U.T. Mr. Kumar
called upon all stakehol-
ders to work together to
uphold the integrity of the
electoral process.

. Some of the key issues
discussed during the meet-
ing included the need for

o TR

enhanced  coordination
among neighbouring
States and Union Territo-
ries, diligent deployment
of Central forces, and the
identification and monitor-
ing of flashpoints in border
areas that may have ramifi-
cations on the election
process, the poll body said.

Strict vigilance

It underscored the impor-
tance of strict vigilance to
curb the movement of con-
traband items, including
narcotics, liquor, arms,
and explosives across in-
ternational borders.

Directions were given
for adequate security mea-
sures to safeguard political
functionaries and candi-
dates based on threat per-
ception, particularly in
Chhattisgarh and J&K.

The recent violence and
turmoil in Manipur and im-
plications for conducting
peaceful polls were also
addressed, with the EC
urging swift action to assist
internally displaced per-
sons and ensure their par-
ticipation in the election.
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Linking ballot, control

- units through VVPAT

in 3" generation EVMs
is against rules: Bharathi

The Hindu Bureau

'CHENNAI

DMK organising secretary

R.S. Bharathi on Wednes- -

day alleged that the config-
uration of connecting the
ballot units with the con-
trol units through VVPAT
devices in third-generation
Electronic. Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) was against
the provisions of the Con-
duct of Election Rules.

“In the third-generation
EVMs introduced by the
Election Commission, the
ballot units are not con-
nected directly with the
control units. It has raised
suspicion that it may lead
to discrepancies in the vot-
ing and counting,” Mr. Bha-
rathi said, addressing the
media.

“The DMK had urged
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, during his visit to
Chennai, to ensure that the
ballot units in EVMs' are
connected directly with
the control units without
placing the VVPAT devices
in between them. Howev-

EERE

It has raised
suspicion that
it may lead to
discrepancies in the
voting and counting

R.S. BHARATHI
DMK organising secretary

er, there was no response
from the Election Commis-
sion. That’s why we have
approached the court,” he
said.

Further, he alleged that

the new configuration
went against the provisions
of the Conduct of Election
Rules. He also claimed that
persons associated with
the BJP were involved in
manufacturing EVMs.



NECL:

¥4 APR 207&

mmsrms,ms

DC COR_RESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 3

The Election Commission

on Wednesday convened a

meeting with all states and
the Union territories (UTs)
to review the law and
order situation, preven-
tion of illicit activities,
seizures and strict vigil
across inter-state and
international borders in
the backdrop - of the
upcoming elections for
Lok Sabha and state leg-
islative Assemblies 2024.
The EC officials said the
purpose of the combined
review was to bring all
concerned stakeholders
together on the same plat-
form for a seamless coordi-
nation and cooperation
amongst officials of the
neighboring states/UTs,
along with the central
agencies guardmg the bor-
ders. .
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to Thanjai collector
DC CORRESPONDENT
THANJAVUR APRIL 3

Expenditure incurred by
candidates -contesting
Thanjavur Lok Sabha
constituency till March
30 has been submitted by
them and approved at the
meeting conducted by
Jhanvi Tiwari, Poll

observer (expenditure)

for the constituency at
the collectorate here on
April 1. The details have

been displayed on the

notice board at the collec-

. torate, said a press

release issued here by
Deepak Jacob, Thanjavur

district collector, who is

also the returning officer
for the constituency. Next
meeting on expenditure
will be held on April 10
and the final meeting on
April 17, said the press
release.
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EC meets chief secys,

L up Pl

CEC Raliv Kumar and ECs Gyanesh Kumar and SS Sandhu meet chief secretaries,

0GPs and CAPF heads at Nirvachan Sadan in New Delhi on Wednesday | i

the meeting included enhanced
coordination among neighbour-
ing states and UTs, deployment
of Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF), logistical support for
CAPF movement, identification
and monitoring of potential
flashpoints, preemptive meas-
ures to address communal ten-
sions, and securing porous bor-
ders against illegal activities,”
a senior EC official said.
Attention was laid on curb-
ing the movement of contra-
band items such as “narcotics,

liquor, arms and explosives”
across international borders,

Directions have also been is-
sued to identify exit and entry
points for the movement of il-
licit goods, he added.

Since officials from the Min-
istry of Defence were present
in the meeting, the commission
reviewed support from the In-
dian Air Force for sorties to
ferry polling teams in challeng-
ing regions of 11 states, includ-
ing Arunachal Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh and Maharashtra.
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VOTE CHECK
SC to list pleas
on VVPAT
before LS
polls begin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ rewbeli

THE Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it will take up
a batch of pleas related to EVM
data cross-checking against
voter-verifiable paper audit
trail (VVPAT) records the week
after next. The petitions were
supposed to come up on
Wednesday but could not be
listed because Justice Khanna
was heading a special bench.

The pleas seek a direction to
the Election Commission to
count all VVPAT slips as
against the current practice of
verifying only five randomly
selected EVMs in each assem-
bly segment.

On Wednesday, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal mentioned the
matter before the special bench
of justices Khanna, M M Sun-
dresh and Bela M Trivedi, re-
questing that the pleas may be +
heard next Tuesday. Senior ad-
vocate Gopal Sankaranaray-
anan, also appearing in the
matter, submitted before the
bench that the elections are
about to start and the pleas
would become infructuous if
the case is not heard urgently.

Justice Khanna said the
court wants to speed up the
hearing. However, the matter
can't be listed next week due to
roster issues. It will be listed
the week after, he added.

On Monday, a bench of Jus:
tices B R Gavai and Sandeep
Mehta had issued notice to the
ECI and the Centre on another
petition filed by activist Arun
Kumar Agrawal seeking 100%
verification of VVPAT slips.
The normof five random EVMs
to undergo VVPAT physical
verification was set in April
2019, following an SC direction.
Before that, only one EVM un-
derwent the process.
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DMK raises concern over
symbol unit in VVPATS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

A day after DMK filed a writ peti-
tion in the Madras High Court
against the placement of VVPAT
in between the balloting unit and
the control unit in third genera-
tion EVMs, DMK organising sec-
retary RS Bharathi and DMK MP
NR Elango told reporters that the
Election Commission of India
has to clarify the doubts of the
political parties. DMK has raised
suspicion about the symbol load-
ing unit (SLU) installed in the
VVPAT units.

“Till now, the input signal from
the ballot unit was saved in the
control unit. Now, the ECI has de-
cided to place VVPAT in between
the balloting unit and control
unit, and a new unit called sym-
bol loading unit is installed to
feed symbols to the VVPAT print-
er. It is the root cause that paves
the way for other possibilities,”
Elango said.

“It is not the symbols alone
that are fed to the printer. The se-
quential numbers in the order of
candidates in the constituency
which match with each of the
particular symbols are also fed to
the VVPAT. This process hap-
pens a few days ahead of the ac-
tual polling. VVPAT, control unit
and ballot are being subjected to
randomisation. However, SLUs
are not subjected to randomisa-
tion and also the company which

manufactures them fixes them to
the EVMs a few days ahead of
the polling date. So, when a voter
casts his vote, the signal for this
is reaching the control unit only
through the SLU in the VVPAT.
Naturally, this raises suspicions,”
Elango explained.

Elango also pointed out that in
second generation EVMs, the
VVPAT used to be placed after
the control unit. Now, the vote
cast first reflects in the VVPAT
and then the signal reaches the
control unit through the SLU.
Both Bharathi and Elango said
the appointment of two BJP-re-
lated persons as directors of the
company which manufactures
the SLU units has given rlse toall
suspicions.

“ECI has to clarify the doubts,”
they added. Asked about the rem-
edy sought by DMK, Elango said,
“The balloting unit and the con-
trol unit should be connected di-
rectly as done in second genera-
tion EVMs.”



THE NEW 1101 EXPRESS
- 4 APF 200

Flying squad staff with the seized items
in Rasipuram on Wednesday | express

Gold and silver
worth Z8.78 cr
seized in Mallur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Namakkal

A flying squad that was in-
volved in vehicle check near
Mallur tollgate in Rasipuram
seized gold and silver orna-
ments worth ¥8.78 crore on
Wednesday. The FST team
stopped a vehicle coming from
| Salem and proceeding to Ma-
durai. The vehicle belonged to a
logistics company and there
were three people inside, in-
cluding an armed security
guard. During inquiry, they told
officials that they were trans-
porting over 13 kg of gold and
33 kg of silver, valued at Z8.78
crore, in four big boxes.

Since they did not have docu-
mentation for the jewellery, of-
ficials seized the boxes and
placed in the Rasipuram treas-
ury. Officials said the consign-
ment would be released once
the logistics team furnished
documents for the items.
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