o

THE HINDU
- 4 JUN 204

‘Chennai gears up
for poll results,

. the BJP, J. Jayavardha

the candidates in the seven
parliamentary constituen-
cies of Chennai and its
neighbouring districts on

senior officials, led by
Chennai District Election
Officer J. Radhakrishnan,
oversaw the ar
in the city’s counting
centres — Anna University,
Queen Mary’s College, and
Loyola College — - on

‘Monday.

prominent candidates
The prominent candidates
of recognised national and
State political parties in the
metropolitan area for this
Lok Sabha elections in-
clude TR. Baalu of the
DMK, Sasikanth senthil of
the Congress, Dayanidhi
Maran of the DMK, Kala-
nidhi Veeraswamy of the
DMK, Tamizhachi Thanga-
pandian of the DMK, Ta-
milisal goundararajan of
n of
the AIADMK and S. Jaga-
tratchakan of the DMK.
Chennai South (41) has
recorded the largest num-
ber of candidates with four
of recognised national and
state political parties in-

| cluding Tamizhachi Than

| gapandian, T

amilisai Soun-

S __tered political
Election officials are ready
to count votes secured by

officials review
arrangements

dararajan, J. Jayavardhan
and 11 candidates of regis-
parties in-
cluding S. Ta ilchelvi of
the NTK.

A total of 35 candidates
are in the fray in Chennai
North including Kalanidhi
Veeraswamy, R.C. paul Ka-
nagaraj (BJP) and R. Mano-
har of AIADMK. Amudini
ofthel\_lTKisalsointhe

Chennai Central has 31
candidates including Daya-
nidhi Maran, B. Parthasa-
rathy of the DMDK and Vi-
noj of the BIP. R.
Karthikeyan of the NTK is
one of the prominent can-
didates among registered
political parties. .

As many as 3! candi-

dates in Sriperumbudur in-
cluding TR. Baalu, G.
premkumar  of the
AIADMK and V. Ravichan-
dran of the NTK are in the
fray.
Prominent ~candidates
of Tiruvallur (SC) include
asikanth Senthil , K. Nal-
\athambi of the DMDK, V.
pon Balaganapathy of the
BJP and Jagadesh Chander.
M of the NTK.

A total of 11 candidates
of Kancheepuram (SC)
constituency including G.
Selvam of the DMK, E. Ra-
jasekar of the AIADMK,
santhosh Kumar of. the
NTK and V. Jothi of the
PMK are in the fray.

-~



pate of 950 candidates

o Hindu Bureau
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The electoral prospects ©

a total of 950 candidates In

Tarnil Nadu, including pol-
itical heavyweights T.

" Baalu, Dayanidhi Maran,
Kanimozhi, O. panneersel-

 Tuesday, when the count
ing of votes polled in the 39
Lok Sabha seats is underta-
ken and

clared. :
The fate of the candi-
dates in the lone parlia-

2

t_he results de- :

tobe dec1ded in

© Mr. Murugan
served), a U

il
mentary constituency in
puducherry and the Vila-

- vancode Assembly byelec-

tion will also be known on
Tuesday.

ilgiris - Re-

of State, were among those
who entered the fray in the
Lok Sabha election.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 4
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~ gan were among

Fate of 950 candidates
tobe decided in T.N.

Senior BJP leaders Narendra Modi and Amit Shah,

and Congress MP Rahul Gandhi were among the

national leaders who campaigned in Tamil Nadu.

DMK president M.K. Stalin and AIADMK general

secretary Edappadi K. Palaniswami were the face
- of their respective electoral alliances.

‘With the AIADMK and the BJP parting ways, the
State witnessed a four-cotnered contest. While
the DMK re-nominated 10 MPs, the AIADMK field-
ed several new faces. BJP State president K. Anna-
malai (Coimbatore) and his predecessor L. Murt-

the prominent candidates of
their party, apart from its floor leader in the As-
sembly, Nainar Nagenthran (Tirunelveli). Mr. Mu-
rugan is a Rajya Sabha MP from Madhya Pradesh.
- While BJP leaders criticised the DMK over alle-
gations of dynasty politics and corruption, the

. DMK questioned the BJP-led Centre why it had not

released relief funds when two disasters hit Tamil

‘Nadu in the past few months. The AIADMK main-
tained that it was better-placed to represent the
people of Tamil Naduin the Lok Sabha.

While the DMK kept its alliance intact, the
AIADMK quit the BJP front but took in the Prema-
latha Vijayakant-led DMDK. The BJP, for the first
time, headed the NDA in Tamil Nadu, roping in
the PMK, TMC and other parties. The Seeman-led
Naam Tamilar Katchi decided to go it alone, field-
ing candidates in all seats. The Kamal Haasan-led
Makkal Needhi Maiam backed the DMK alliance.
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'NOTA polled more than Cong.,
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Sikkim

'CM more than 31 BJP nominees’ tally

‘Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

gress, which ruled Sikkim
for more than four years af-
1975, polled 50 votes fewer
 than the NOTA (none of the
above) option in
seats the party contested

in the Himalayan State in

the April 19 Assembly
election

* The 31 candidates of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) did better than their
Congress = counterparts,
but their total tally of
19,956 votes was 618 fewer
than what Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang gar-
nered for his ruling Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha (SKM)
in the two seats he contest-
ed. The Chief Minister had
contested the Rhenock
and Soreng-Chakung seats.

/The results for the 32-
member Sikkim Assembly
election were declared on
Sunday.

The Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha wen 31 of them,
while the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front, led by former
Chief Minister Pawan Ku-
mar Chamling, bagged
one.

Mr. Tamang polled a to-

Ca'ndidates of the Con-

the 12

Lower than NOTA

1

In the 12 seats Congress contested in Nagmm-— oniten ko 8 ppilias
Sikkim, votes cast for NOTA (1,278 votes) MEneyRung Denam 2 145 2
was 50 more than party’s total _Gnathang-Machong 69 | 94 25
: NS . Rhenock 141 162 21
Gangtok e ka8
Shyari 80 a3 13
Khamdong-Singtam 70- {15
Yangthang 81 85 4
| Arithang 46 ag il ndon
| ; Yuksom-Tashiding 170 159 11
indelible ink: Monks show their fingers after Upper Burtuk 23 P =16
casting their vote in Gangtok. PTi Tumen-Lingi 197 115 | 82
tal of 20,574 votes, and he - their deposits after manag-  the 2019 election. The par-
was the only candidate to  ingto get 1.62% of the total ~ ty won two seats in the
score in five digits — 10,480  votes polled. The Congress byelections. The confi-
votes in Soreng-Chakung, fared poorer that year with  dence made the BJP con-
his home constituency, allits 24 candidates garner- test 31 seats, but only two
and 10,094 in Rhenogk. ing 0.77% of the votes and of its candidates — State un-
A five-digit figure is a forfeiting their deposits. it president D.R. Thapa in
major achievement in a Sikkim has not been a  Upper Burtuk and Tseten
State with 4.62 lakh voters.  happy hunting ground for  Tashi Bhutia in Sangha, a
The Congress candi- the national parties since  virtual constituency re-
dates mustered 1,228 votes. 1985 when Gikkim San- served for ‘the Buddhist

across 12 constituencies,
working out to 0.32% of
the total votes polled.

There were 1,278 NOTA
votes in these seats, which
was 099% of the total
votes polled.

2019 results
In 2019, all the 12 candi-
dates of the BJP forfeited

gram Parishad, led by Nar
Bahadur Bhandari, formed
a government after 287

days of President’s Rule.

Boosted confidence

The BJP hoped to buck the
trend, its confidence
boosted after 10 SDF legis-
lators joined the saffron
party a few months after

monastic community -
were runners-up.

The new, crowdfunded
Citizen Action Party (CAP)
performed better than the
BJP. The regional party to-
talled 23,267 votes across
the 30 seats it contested,
which was 3,311 votes more
than what the BJP man-

arar



DECCAN

\

_ 4 JUN 2004

".1-‘

I QO U &

All set for counting of

Chennai/Puducherry,
June 3: All arrangements
are in place for counting of
votes on June 4 for the 39 Lok
Sabha ' constituencies in
Tamil Nadu and the single
1S segment in Puducherry,
officials said on Monday

Vote counting at the 39
counting centres spread
across Tamil Nadu will
begin at 8 am. Postal ballots
shall be taken up first, after
which the votes cast in
EVMs would be taken up by
8.30 am.

Nearly 40,000 personnel
have been deployed for the
exercise. N

As many as 950 candidates
are in the fray in the 39 Lok
Sabha segments in the state,
which had a voter turnout of

69,72 per cent in the April 19
single-phase election in
Tamil Nadu.

About one lakh police per-
sonnel will stand guard and
15 companies of personnel
from the Central Armed
Police ‘Forces are  also
deployed.

The votes polled in South
Chennai will be counted at
Anna University, while the
premises of Queen Mary's
and Loyola colleges will be
used for counting of . votes
cast in the North and
Central Chennai constituen-
cies respectively

On June 4, the votes polled
in the Vilavancode bypoll
JKanyakumari district) will
also be counted, and com-
plete results for the LS seats
and the lone assembly seg-
ment are expected to be fully
out by evening.

According to several exit
polls, in Tamil Nadu the rul-
ing DMK and its allies are
poised for a big win in most
constituencies. The prinei-
pal opposition AJADMK is
expected to put up a tough
fight in seats like Erode.
Similarly, the BJP and its
allies are said to have an
edge in segments like
Coimbatore, Tirunelveli and

votes in

Greater Chennai Corporation COmmissianr District Chief
Monday inspects the counting cen

DharmapuriThe INDIA
Bloc constituents, including

the - DMK, have already

urged the Election
Commission to first count
the postal votes and then
take up counting of votes
recorded in EVMs.
Tamil Nadu Chief
Electoral Officer Satyabrata
Sahoo has held meetings
with  District Election
Officers to review the pre-
ess for vote counting,
declaration of results, secu-
rity and all other necessary
arrangements.

The Union Territory of
Puducherry also voted in the
Lok Sabha poll in the first
phase on April 19, along with
the state of Tamil Nadu.

There are 26 aspirants in
the fray in the UT for the
lone Lok Sabha seat,
although the main fight for
all practical purposes is
between the sitting Member
of Parliament A
Vaithilingam  (Congress)
and the Home Minister of
Puducherry = and senior
Bharatiya Janata party
(BJP) leader
Namassivayam.

The AIADMK nominee is

TN and Pondy

Police personnel 0
in Chennai.
G Tamizh Vendhan.

The union territory has
registered 78.90 percent

polling. :
Official sources said that
three-tier security has been
put in place at the counting
centres. In Puducherry
region, counting of votes

will take place at the Motilal
Nehru Government
Polytechnic and the
Government Women's
Engineering college in
Lawspet.

Aringar Anna
Government Arts and

Science College is the venue
for counting of “votes_ in
Karaikal, while the
Jawaharlal Nehru
Government Higher
Secondary school and the Dr

Electoral Officer Dr J Ra
tre with officials at Anna University.

n duty in a counting centre at Anna University

dhakrishnan on
—N.Sampath

—E.K.Sanjay

S R K Government Arts col-
lege are the venues for count-
ing of votes in Mahe and
Yanam regions respectively

More than 700 police per-
sonmnel are on security duty
at the counting centres, offi-
cial sources sai

Counting of votes in 12 of
the total 30 assembly con-
stituencies would be taken
upinmefustmundwhilein
10 segments it would be
taken up in the second
round, and votes polled in
the remaining eight seg-
ments will be taken up in the
third round.

The government has
directed that all liquor shops
in the union territory be
shut tomorrow.

PTI
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As officials of the Election
Comm% of India were

al arrangements’

for the counting of votes, to
~ begin at 8 am on. Tuesday,
afger about 45 days of the
p ne
the Lok Sabha elections,
functionaries of most politi-

cal parties and groups were
anticipating

to break into celebrations
for some reason on the
other

government in New Delhi,

politicians in the State have
tical points to
the K

Sabha polls that ¥
on April 19. While '

\ling in the first phase of

. gy ~ turn the
So, whichever party or
coalition forms the national

DMK and its =allies are
expecting a clean sweep and
are reportedly preparing for
immediate open celebra-
tions th;tinclﬁde lighting of
fire crackers and dis ibu-
tion of sweets, even their
rivals are hopeful of having
some reason to rejoice over

e results.

eaders of the Congress
party, an ally of the DMK

that has fielded just nine

candidates in the State, are
looking forward to their
party emerging on the top of
the pack at the national
level, ‘which, if happens,
could give them a reasor to
3} he TNCC office,
Sathyamurthy Bhavan, into
a place of merrymaking on

Tuesday.
- Itisnot just the DMK func-

re held

ting ready to break into cele-

 brations in their offices and
~also on the roads.

Koen anticipation on results in TN

State. But the party is confi-
dent of winning the most
number of seats.

At the State ievel, if the
BJP manages to overtake the
AIADMK in coming runner-
up in more seats or in over-
all vote share, then it will
have a special reason to cele-
brate as such a result will
establish the national party
as the second biggest party
in the State. It will also be a
sion channels bringing in sweet revenge against the
the glad tidings of a good AIADMK that broke ties
performance-by the party, he with it after a long associa-
would not wait a minute to tion.
drive down to Chennai and The Naam Tamizhar
join the celebrations before Katchi, led by Seeman, will
the final announcement was have a reason to celebrate if
made. So they are also ready it finishes ahead of the BJP
with the ammunitions for in vote share. Seeman- had
celebrations — fire cracker- already promised to dissolve
sand sweets in particular. his party if the BJP over-

The DMK, which swept 38 takes takes in the State.
of the total 39 seats in the So different parties will be
State along with its alljes in  looking for different aspects
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, in the election results that
should actually celebrate are expected to be coming
only if the alliance wins all out in bits and pieces soon
the 39 seats, mainly because after counting starts at 8 am
it has been in power in the under the glare of video

constituencies and come sec-
ond in the over ghare,
it will help the party estab-
lish that it is still a force to
reckon with in the State and
also justify ‘the breaking
away from the NDA last
September: _

AJADMK cadre gaid that
though their general secre-

Edappadi

Palaniswami was now in
Salem, in the event of televi-

cameras and with over a
lakh security personnel
keeping a close watch.

In the 39 constituencies,
950 canglidates, 76 of them
-women, are ing to become
MPs and the Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) on
which the voters have
recorded their choices will
be opened for the counting
only at 830 am. Postal
Ballots will be counted first
from - 8.00 am when the
process starts but the resulis
of that will be announc
only when the last round of
the counting of votes on the
EVMs was taken up.

To undertake the counting,
38,500 employees will be
involved. The tables on
which counting will happen
have been laid out and each
constituency will have 14
tables other than
Solinganalur with maxi-
mum number of voters hav-
i tables,
Kaundampalyam 20 and
E‘a]ladam 18.

Ramanathapuram
. Theni constituencies

and
are said to be planning to

proclaim ‘the victory in a
ﬁmd and manner as such a
“might facilitate

them to give a fry:to return
For the ATADMK proper
finishing second,

to . the DMK:led. ‘alliance,
itself will be a cause for cg%—
dates score more votes than
BJP nominees in individual
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We Did Not Delay Turnout Data

- Can Voter Turnout Be Ramped Up By Even

pFromP1

i New Delhi: Chief election
i commissioner Rajiv Kumar
: said the mischievous narra-
i tives — which he termed the

¢ fifth ‘M’ inaddition to thefour

i ¥l iisted aspoll challenges by
i him in March 2024, namely
i money power, muscle power,
: model code violations and
: misinformation — started
i even before the polls began,
: with errors being alleged in
¢ the voters list and continued
:  through the polls in the form
: of challenges against EVMs,
: extent of VVPATs to be
i counted, release of voter

i turnout data and now the

: countingprocess.

He said while the opposi-
i tionandall stakeholders had
¢ arighttoraise questions, any
i allegation or doubts must be
¢ backed by proof so as to not
i create doubts in the minds of
i voters regarding the sanctity
. of electoral processes and of-
! fer ECanopportunity torecti-
: fytheerrors.

: “One of the learnings
i from the current polls is that
: we should be far more pre-
. paredforsuch fake narratives
: from within,” Kumar said.

: The CEC said some of the
. electoral = processes chal-
© lenged during the current
election were pending before
courts since 2019, with EC
havingfiled affidavits detail-
ing its stance, but were taken

e llx‘i‘l..
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LOUD

AND CLEAR: Chief election commissioner Rajiv Kumar shows
handbook for candidate and counting agents at a press conference at

TOI

the end of six week-long national election in New Delhi on Monday

»n or doubts must be
by proof, says CEC

Even By One Day And Nor
1%: Rajiv Kumar

NCW seeks approval
from EC to visit
Sandeshkhali

- New Delhi: NCW chairperson

Rekha Sharma has sought
permission from the Election
Commission toallowan ;
investigative visit to West Bengal
by its team following reports of
post-poll violence. The request
was made in a letter addressed
to CEC Rajiv Kumar. The letter
highlights concerns about
“high-handedness and police
atrocities against women”in the
aftermath of recentelectionsin
sandeshkhali and other regions
of West Bengal. p11

upjust before polling.

Even the issue of change
inruleon postal ballots came
up just ahead of counting,
when the new rule was nei-
ther challenged in 2019 nor
during the 21-22 state polls
held thereafter.

This pointed to a pattern
of setting a false narrative
only during the general elec-
tion, he added.

“Four days before poll-
ing, there was an allegation
regarding errors in the vot-
ers list. A case was filed, and
we spent 15 days preparing

our affidavit. Tell us during "

non-election time where the

B

errorsare. Therecanbe2-4%
errors but tell us wherethese
are 94-98%. Such allegations
come when elections are im-
minent... create a spark so
that there is some scope for
mischief. After polls began,
EVMs were challenged.
Such allegations had the po-
tential to spark anarchy at
the national level,” he said.

Stating that the case was
pending since 2023 and that
EC had filed a reply, Kumar
said it wassuddenly takenup
four days before Phase 1.

He said a similar pattern
was seen in 2019, with a case
having come upfour days be-

fore the first phase. “Be-
tween 2019 and 2024, you
should have raised this mat-
ter before us. We could have
Jjakensomeaction. Thereisa
pattern, design (to raise is-
sues only during a general
election, though I am not
hintingat atoolkit,” he said.

On the allegation regard-
ing delay and manipulation
of voter turnout, he said,
“Wedidnotdelay turnoutda-
ta even by one day and nor
can voter turnout be ramped
up by even1%. Voter turnout
app is updated in real time...
the public and EC see the
same figures,” he said.

SN |
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India created world
record with 64.2 cr
people voting: CEC

NEW DELHI: India created a
world record with 64.2
crore voters, including
'31.2 crore women,
participating in the Lok
Sabha elections this year,
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said
on Monday )

Addressing a press bﬂeﬁng,
he said over 68,000 monitor-
ing teams and 1.5 e po
ing and security perso
were involved in the world’
largest electoral exergse.
“India created a Vgﬂagld re--
cord with 64.2 crore voter:
including 31.2 crore women,
participating in the Lok

ha elections this year,""saié i
Rajiv Kumar. >

On social medla mes
calling election co sion-

ers ‘Laapataa Gentlemen
the Chief Election Co
sioner said, “We wer&hhvay&
here, never went ‘

“Now memes can $ay the
‘Laapataa Gentlemen’ are
back,” he said.

ﬁumu said -that nearly

four lakh vehicles, 135 spe-

cial trains and 1,692 air sor-
ties were used for conduet-
mg the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions

“OniYSQ repolls took place

* in the 2024 general elections

_as against 540
‘ 2019 o ha said.

repolls in

-Mddtlntmm
L four lakh vehicles, 135

special trains and 1,692

* air sorties were used for

conducting elections

~ The Chief Election Com-

nissioner further said that
Jdgmumd Kashmir record-

: :aid its highest turnout in 4

- the Valley.

. at' 58.58 per cent
| and 51.05 per: cent in
“Seizures of
Rs 10,000 crore, including

_ cash, freebies, drugs and lig-

uor, were made during the
2024 polls as compared to
Rs 3,500 crore in 2019,” he said.

CEC Rajiv Kumar with EC Sandhu during a press
conference in New Delhi on Monday
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NAl: The Madras High
~ourt directed the Election
Commission (EC) to file a
counter to a plea seeking to
constitute an independent
commission to curb
political parties from
seeking votes using caste,
religion and language.

The first dwxﬁiﬁnﬁenchofaét - Cour

ing Chief Justice R Mahadevan
and ~ Justice  Mohammed

DT Next
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" EC told to reply on plea to curb
secking votes on divisive agenda

Kesava Vinayagam must
appear for probe in

Rs 3.99 cr

haﬁqheardapenﬁmm o

by Rajesh Anouar Mahima:

political parties to get

" The petittoner?li’!sui:iﬁ"it.téd

that the Supreme Court has al-
ready held that seeking votes
in the name of caste, religion
and language is a corrupt prac-
tice. During elections and
non-elections period unregis-
tered, registered and recog-
nised political parties use
caste, religion and language as
a tool to polarize voters, said
the petitioner. 41

It was also submitted that
EC as a neutral body should
campaign ~ against seeking
votes with caste, religion and
language among the voters.
Further, the petitioner sought
to constitute an independent
commission comprised with
retired judges and human
rights activists to monitor the
corrupt practices of parties.

The bench directed the EC to
file a counter to the petition
within six weeks and ad-
journed the matter.

zure of money.

The judge wondered, on -

what ground the petitioner
claim that the investigation is
illegal, since huge amount of
money was seized without
documents. Further, the judge
directed the petitioner fo ap-
pear for the interrogation of

" the investigation agency calls.

Since CB-CID sought time

~ to file counter, the judge post-

od the matter to June 6 for fur-
ther submission.

On April 6, railway |
police at Tambaram
detained three train
passengers Sathish,
Perumal and
Naveen from Nel-
lai Express, as they &
were found with Rs  (SE
3.99 crore without o

seizure: HC

documents. The Tambaram
police registered a casé
against the three accused re-
garding the seizure of mon-
ey. Later, the case was trans-
ferred to CB-CID,'Chennai. It
was reported that the ac-
cused gave statements that
the money was meant for
distribution in Tirunelveli
‘constituency voters on be-
half of BJP Lok Sabha candi-
date Nainar Nagendran.
Subsequently, the CB-CID
Chennai summoned Kesava
Vinayagam regarding the in-
vestigation of “the seizure
amount as the - accused
named BJP’s parliamentary
candidate.
Aggrieved by this, Kesava
. Vinayagam moved the High
Court. Vinayagam submitted
that he is innocent and has
nothing to do with the seizure
of money arid also with thear-
rested persons. The entire
investigation is void-ab ini-
tio. liable to be stalled, said
the petitioner. The sum-
mons were sent only to de-
grade him and his position
in the party due to politi-
b cal vendetta, there is no
basis or material for
summoning him, said
the petitioner.
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All set, counting may go up to
25 rounds in Delta reglon

TIRUCHY: All preparatory works are in place
for the counting process in the region. The
counting may go between 18 and 25 rounds
and the respective returning officers have
visited the centres and ensured utmost

- safety on Monday.
\ According to the officials, each Assembly seg-

ment has been allotted a room and each room has
been given around 14 tables and each table would
have a micro observer and separate arrange-
ments have been made for the agents. The offi-

- cials would commence the counting process in

the closed chamber. Meanwhile, in Jamal Mo-

mummmﬁmmmunminfmdwﬂnmnay

hamed College, where the EVMs for Tlruchy con-
stituency have been placed, as many as 11 tables
have been arranged for counting the postal votes
and each table would have one assistant return-
ing officer, presiding officer and two assistants
and one micro observer.

“Around 1,500 police personnel are deployed
on security duty and the result of each round
would be announced through loud speakers. The
party workers are asked to stay 100 metres away
from the main entrance of the counting centre,”

Collector and Returning Officer M Pradeep Ku-

mar told the reporters after inspecting the count-
ing centre.
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THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

"IMEFORPEOPLE’S PULSE

Both the BIP and the Oppn INDIA bloc optimistic, chalk out strategies for today’s counting

PREETHA NAIR AND RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR ? : e SR e

AFTER a gruelling 47-day electoral exercise, the
country is set to get anew government when 64
crore votes for 543 Lok Sabha seats will be count-
ed on Tuesday. The results will decide whether
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will get a third
consecutive term in power or the Opposition IN-
DIA bloc will emerge as the winner.

Ahead of the counting day, the capital wit-
nessed hectic parleys by the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the INDIA bloc te chalk
out strategies for the counting day. While the :
mood in the BJP camp is upbeat with multiple o
exit polls predicting a stunning victory, the Op- 5 — ;
position is also upping the ante terming theexit .&" i 5 i, 5
polls as ‘fake and manufactured”. LML eSS ST '

Top BJP leaders got into a huddle here to re- Palling officials involved in preparatory work at a counting centre in Nagpuron Monday | em
portedly discuss government formation and the =
expected seat haul. The meeting held at the resi- COURTESY
dence of the party's national president J P SETRELLILE

‘adda for hours purportedly centered around WARNING
the sepresentation of allies in the new cabinet,

TN counting venues ready,
sarpnin the OteArE S ol ik - ok results of 39 LS seats today

sit Bharat (developed nation) of Prime Minister +
Narendra Modi. It was held in the wake of the P""ma'“:l'ele ts
buzz on big-ticket reforms in the oonomicand | e er  gXPRESS NEWS S ERVICE @Chennal &S Der rules, postal ballots

defence sectors. Ngrﬁndra“M?dn. o would be counted first and at
“The the party will celebrate the victory Jp(u) ca slta ALL arrangements are in place  8.30pm, the counting of votes
across the country as Vijyotsavd for Viksit cﬂ‘,’_f’_“j'f‘{f_a}__ ~ for counting of votes on Tues- polled in EVMs would begin.
Bharat,” a BJP source said. The saffron party day for the 39 Lok Sabha con- The number of votes polled via
also discussed ways to assert their dominance ® Adhere t0 stituencies in Tamil Nadu and postal ballots would be con-
in the post-election scenario. Senior BJP lead- C°"§m“ﬂ°“' the lone seat in Puducherry, of. veyed totheagents of all politi-
ers, including Union ministers Amit Shah and dont get ficials said on Monday. Chief cal parties immediately after
Rajnath Singh, participated. intimidated. Electoral Officer Satyabrata the counting, he said.

Most of the exit polls predictedacomfortable Kharge urges Sahoo said 58 observers ap- In general, there will be 14
victory-emthe-NDA with 355 tO 370 seats and byreavciaey pointed to-monitor the count- counting tables for each As-
petween 125 and 140 seats for the Congress and i : ing process have reached their sembly segment. There are
its allies in INDIA. The exit polls also predicted @ UP DGP respective constituencies. The three Agsembly segments
significant gains for the NDA in Andhra Prashant counting will take place as per where the number of tables
pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka. Kumar warns of  the Standard Operating Proce- will be more than 14 --- Sholin-

However, the Opposition parties dismissed strict action dure laid down by the ECL Sa- ganallur (30), Palladam (18),
the exit poll as BJP’s psychological game and against those hoo said. and Goundampalayam (20).
asserted that the INDIA bloc would win ag5 WhO attempt t0 Answering queries from re- There will be micro observers
seats. On Monday, Congress leader Sonia Gan- disrupt porters at the secretariat, the for all counting tables. The en-
dhi said the party is hopeful that the exit polls counting CEO said a control room has tire counting process will be
will be wrong. “We are very hopeful that our re- been set up at the secretariat videorecorded. About 874 men
sulis are completely the opposite of what the and 12 DROs and other officials and 76 women candidates are
exit polls are saying,” she said. have been appointed to receive in the fray for the election to

The seven-phased Lok Sabha elections — the pecoos calls and clarifications from the 39 Lok Sabha segments
longest in Indian election history — has also the districts. Responding to which recorded a voter turnout

geen many run-ins between the Opposition and
the Election Commission of India.

-

l queries regarding the counting of 69.72% in the single-phase
of postal ballots, the CEO said, poll held in TN on April 19. P7

L mﬁolofﬂdlkupm!d

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: Nearly 40,000 poll
officlal have been deployed for the counting
exercise. About one \akh police personnel will
stand guard and 15 companies of personnel
from the Central Armed Police Forces are also
deployed. On June &, the votes polled in the
vilavancode bypoll (Kanyakumari district)
will also be counted, and complete results for
the LS seats and the lone assemnbly segment
are expected to be fully out by gvening. ENS
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