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Chennai: Voter Verifiable Paper
~ Audit Trail or VVPAT, as the
facility to keep a verified paper
record is known popularly,

. would be made available in
every electronic voting
machine (EVM) used for the
coming Lok Sabha elections,
chief election officer-
Sathyabrata Sahoo said on
Wednesday. Hitherto VVPAT
was made available on select
booths in the various elections
and there had been a demand
from various political organisa-
~tions, expressing skepticism
over the EVMS, to provide the
facility in all the booths.

' (Bureau)
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_ EC allots name o
Pawar's party

‘New Delhi: The Election:
Commission on Wednesday
allotted ‘Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharadchandra Pawar’ as
" the party name for the group
led by Sharad Pawar. The order

-

~ BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAI, FEB. 7 :
The Election Commissi
_on on Wednesday sanc-
tioned a new name to the
Sharad Pawar faction as
* “Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharadchandra
Pawar” as the one-time
option. for the Rajya
Sabha elections. :
__ 'However, theé poll body
ig yet to allot a symbol to
‘the Sharad Pawar-led
faction. o -
The EC on Tuesday
had recognised the fac-
tion led by Maharashtra
_deputy chief minister

Ajit Pawar as the real .

NCP, allotting it the
party name. and “clock”
. symbol. The poll agency
had asked the Sharad
. Pawar camp to choose a

new name and symbol
- for the upcoming Rajya

Sabha elections for six

" by the poll authqr't came a

day after it
aave the |
Nationalist 7
Congress Party
name and the :
“clock” elec+
tion symbol to
- the.group led
by Ajit Pawar,
i who had -~
-walked away

with a majority

NCP MLAs in the Maharashtra -

assembly in July last year. The .
* Sharad Pawar group had sug-
gested three names —
Nationalist Congress Party-
.Sharadchandra Pawar,
Nationalist Congress Party — .
: . Sharadrao Pawar and
Nationalist Congress Party--
‘Sharad Pawar — to the
! Compmission.

'ECallots new nameto
‘Sharad camp for RS polls -

hjit c'-a:mpjilie's-'cav?eat' in SC

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB.7

The Ajit Pawar faction
on Wednesday filed a

‘caveat: in the Supreme

Court:seeking an oppor-

_tunity to be heard if the

Sharad Pawar group
moves before it challeng
ing: an
Commission .order
recognising the partyled
by the Maharashtra
deputy chief minister as

the real . Nationalist

Conglqess Party (NCP).

- Maharashtra '

The -

caveat’  filed
through

. advocate

" Abhikalp Pratap Singh
'seeks to ensure that no
ex-parte order is passed * |

against' the Ajit. Pawar’
faction if the.other gr-
oup moves the top court.
On’ - Tuesday, the

‘Election Commission
_ (EC) announced that the
Election. ..

Ajit faction is the real

-NCP, in a major setback

to Sharad Pawar, party
founder and uncle of
deputy
chief minister.” Ajit
Pawar. 3 s

seats in Maharashtra,
They were asked by the
poll body to submit their
options by Wednesday.
“Ajit Pawar had broken
from his uncle’s side in
July last-year to align

with the BJP and was
sworn in as Mahara

-shtra ~~ Deputy Chief .

Minister. He has 53
MLAs and only 12 have
‘sided- ‘with Sharad |
Pawar. > 5
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Cops: Burglars '
walked away
with demo EVM
mistaking it

for briefcase

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A demo EVM was
stolen from a strongroom in
Pune's Saswad on Monday
morning, leading to the Elec-
tion Commission writing to
Maharashtra chief secretary
Nitin Kareerdirecting the sus-
pension of three sub-district
officials. Two 21-year-old men
were arrested on Wednesday
and the EVM recovered. -

- Although it was a demo
EVM, the theft has raised con-
cerns about security of voting
machines ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls.

Whileofficialsemphasised
the EVM was meant for train-
ing and awareness purposes,
state chief electoral officer
Shrikant Deshpande said,
“This is a serious matter and
EC has taken strong note of
it.” . :
The two arrested suspects
— Shivaji Bandgar and Ajin-
kya Salunke — have confessed
to the crime. A third suspect
seen inthe CCTV footageisyet
tobeapprehended. L

Police said the three men
entered the office mistaking it
for an old Wada and stole the
EVM thinking it was a brief-
case, Not knowing what to do
with it, they dumped it.

The EVM was found intact
from a shed in a farm belong-
ing to Bandgar. The two were
produced before a court,’
which ordered their remand
till Jan12. “Bandgaris a crimi-
nal with cases of attempt to
murder, molestation and riot-
ing, while Salunke does not
have any criminal antece-
dents,” SP Pankaj Deshmukh
said. :

(With inputs from Gitesh
Shelke in Pune)
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Sharad WW&F

bioc allot

NCP-SCP namm
for RS polis

New Delhi: A day after the
Sharhd Pawar bloc lost the
NCP name and poll symbol to
the group led by Maharashtra
P deputy  chief
minister Ajit
Pawar, the Elec-
tion Commis-
sion allowed
the former to
use the name
‘Nationalist Congress Party-

aymesy 65 IVWA =

Sharadchandra Pawar’ as a

one-time option for the upcoin-
ing Rajya Sabha polls, reporxts
Bharti Jain.

Sources in the poll panel
said the new name — the
group’s first preference, the
others being Nationalist Con-
gress Party-Shargdrao Pawar
and NCP-Sharad Pawar — was
okayed for the limited purpose

of biennial polls to six Rajya

Sabhaseatsfrom Maharashtra,
due to be notified on Thursday:

Having a party name will help

the Sharad Pawar bloc to com-
ply with Rule 89AA-of Conduct
of Election Rules, 1961, which
allows authorised agents of
parties to verify to whom an
elector; who is a member of a
party, has cast his vote.

I Party, EC exchanges, P 18

Fx-adviser to EC: Some
exchanges take place

between party and EC

P FromP1

ical party, the Sharad
Pawar group will have
tofollow the process and con-
ditions laid down in Section
29A of the Representation of
the People Act as well as EC
guidelines in this regard.
Once floated, a party must
apply to EC for registration
— along with documentslike
the party Constitution, list
of office bearers, and affida-
vits of 100 members includ-
ing officer bearers, etc —
within 30 days. Former se-
nioradvisertoECS K Mendi-
ratta said there is usually
some back and forth ex-
changes between the party
and EC on getting the docu-
mentationright.
After the EC finds the ap-
plication in order, the poll

E ‘orregistrationasapolit-
-

body, as per
its guide-
lines, asks
|| the applicant
 party toissue
a public no-
tice (through
newspaper advertisements)
and invites objections to the
proposed party name over a
30-day period. However,
there have been relaxations
of  this 30-day window, with
EC having reduced:it to sev-
en days for assembly polls
held during Covid pandem-
ic. It needs to be seen if EC
willrepeatsucharelaxation,
that too for a single party, as
it may like to reserve this op-
tion for extraordinary and
unprecedented situations.
EC is expected to an-
nounce polis to the Lok Sab-
ha and four state assemblies
by early March.
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