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‘Political parties got
60% of funds from
unknown sources

- The Hindu Bureau °
NEW DELHI

Almost 60% of the funds

received by political par- .

ties cannot be traced and
come from “unknown”
sources, including electo-
ral bonds, according to a
report by the Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR). - G
The ADR, which ana-
lysed the audit reports and
the donations declared in
statements filed by politi-
cal parties with the Elec-
tion Commission of India
each year, said that bet-

ween the financial years

2004-05 and 2022-23, the
country’s six national par-
ties collected 19,083.08
crore from unknown
sources. :

. At present, political par-
ties are not required to re-
veal the names of indivi-
duals or organisations
giving them less than

-%20,000. As aresult, three-
fifths of the funds received
cannot be traced and are
from ‘unknown’ sources,
the report said. :

Of the %3,076.88 crore
declared as income by na-
tional parties in 2022-23,
%1,832.87 crore — or more
than 59% —came from un-
knpwn sources. Of this, the
share of income from eléc-
toral bonds was $1,510.61

The vast majority of these

" funds went to the BJP.

crore; or 82.42%.
The vast majority of
these funds went to the

BJP. During 202223, the

ruling. party declared
71,400.23 crore as its in-
come from unknown
sources. This amounts to
76.39% of the total income

“frorn unknown sources de-

clared by all national par-
ties; the other five national
parties together have re-
ceived only ¥432.63 crore
from unknown sources.

* The Congress came a
distant second, claiming
17.19% of the national pie
and declaring ¥315.11 crore
as its income from un-
known sources.

The other parties in-
cluded in the ADR’s analy-
sis were the Communist
Party of India (Marxist),
the Bahujan Samaj Party

~ (BSP), the Aam Aadmi Par-

ty, and the National Peo-
ple’s Party.
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‘hide

ess questions
nd seek’ over

electoral bonds data

Party criticises SBI for seeking more time from the SC to furnish details of

bonds; it says PM is terrified of ‘revealing his corporate donors to people’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

e ifting out at the
| State Bank of India
&l (SBI) for seeking
more time from the Su-
preme Court to 'disclose
details on electoral bonds,
the Congress on Thursday
asserted that the banl’s ar-
guments were flawed, and
alleged that Prime Minister

- Narendra Modi was “abso-

lutely terrified of revealing
his corporate donors to
people”.’ i
Asked to furnish data on
the electoral bond scheme
by March 6 by the Supreme
Court, the SBI had .ap-
proached the top court for
time until June 30 to make
the data available. “Hide
and seek in New India: Na-
tion seeks, Modi hides!,”
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam

- Ramesh said in statement

posted on social media
platform X.

The former Union Mi-
nister said the SBI's re-
quest for extension was
“conveniently timed for af-
ter the upcoming Lok Sab-

s

Hitting hard: Former Union Minister Jairam Ramesh says the SBI's .

request for time until June 30 was ‘conveniently timed’. FILE PHOTO

ha elections”. “The SBI's
excuse was that its data-on
sale and encashment of

electoral bonds is decou--

pled to maintain anonymi-
ty. According to the SBI, it
would take months to
match the buyers of the
22,217 electoral bonds is-
sued since 2019 with the
beneficiary parties. Ho-
wever, we know that each
electoral bond was sold
with two conditions - 1. De-
tailed Know Your Custom-
er (KYC) exercise by the
SBI branches to identify
the buyer 2. Hidden serial

numbers on the bonds,”

the Congress leader said.
In 2018, the Congress

leader claimed, the SBI

was able to identify the

number and date of pur-
chase of expired bonds
when a political party tried
to encash these .expired
bonds.

. “The man who famous-
ly said na khaunga, na
khaane dunga [won’t be

_corrupt nor allow corrup-

tion] is now insisting on na
bataunga, na dikhaunga
[wom’t tell, won’t show],”
Mr. Ramesh alleged.
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Vaiko’s % rmness appears to cm an &%SE to save party’s recognition, tax sops

CHENNAL Thé MDMEK has a valid
‘reason for refusing to contest on
DMK symbeol or insisting that it
would only contest on its ‘own’

symbol this time.

MDMEK general secretary Vaiko’s
stubbornness on the symbol issue
seems motivated by the Election

Commission of India (ECI) norms,

which stipulate that a party must
contest on its own symbol within
six years.-

The MDMK, éEnr contested on

DMK’s Rising Sun symbol in the 2021
Assembly polls and 2019 Parliamen-
tary polls, must contest on its ‘own’
symbol within a year to retain its
recognition.

The party would miss its opportu-

nity to contest on its own symbol

within the stipu-

“This is the reason Vaiko has been
adamant on the symbol issue. The

* MDMK negotiation team communi-

cated its concern to the DMK seat
sharing team, which was concerned
about the victory quotient of the
HS.ESN candidate. Qur (DMK) lead-
ers are worried

lated six-year peri- If it obliges the DMK, about the MDMK se-
om _w.h, zm owum& MDMK will miss the © . mnw&% the _me. mm%
the and con- - % 0. om the "
tested on the lat- chance o ﬂaaﬂww.ﬂ. on its There is no guaran-
ter’s Rising Sun - OWnsSymbol withizthe  tec that it would get

symbol again.

stipulated six-year period

the same symbol.’

Even if if did, our Rising Sun is rela-
tively very popular and it is easy to
get our cadre to work effectively for
it,” said a DMK senior, admitting
that their high command has almost
agreed to MDMK’'s idea of allowing it
to contest on its own symbol. A

. The DMK senior also conceded
that the MDMK would forfeit its
rights to claim tax concessions for
donations received by the party if it
loses its recognition. It is another
reason for the MDMK insisting on
contesting its own symbol. ;
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Consider
MDMK’s plea
to allot ‘top’
symbol: HC

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Thursday directed Election
Commission of India (EC)
to consider within two
weeks a plea by MDMK to
allot the ‘top’ symbol to it
for this year’s Lok Sabha
election, and the 2026 Ta-
mil Nadu  Assembly
election. ;

First Division Bench of
Chief Justice Sanjay V. Gan-
gapurwala and Justice D.
Bharatha Chakravarthy is-
sued the direction while
disposing of a writ petition
filed by the party. They
made it clear that the peti-
tioner’s request must be
considered in accordance
with the relevant rules.

The orders were passed
after senior counsel M. Aj-
mal Khan said the party
was derecognised on the
basis of an erroneous cal-
culation of the percentage

of votes secured in the '

2006 Assembly election.

In an affidavit, the par-
ty’s general secretary Vai-
ko said that the party be-
gan contesting in elections
since 1996. Since then, it
was allotted the ‘top’ sym-
bol to contest in four As-
sembly and general elec-
tions each. In 2010, the EC
derecognised the party on
the ground that it had se-
cured only 5.98% of valid
votes in the 2006 election
though it had actually se-
cured 5.99% which must
be construed as 6% of the
valid votes, he said.
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Play active role to
ensure fair polls,

CHENNAI: Chief Electoral
Officer of Tamil Nadu
Satyabrata Sahoo on

‘Thursday said they

geared up for general
elections with more
than an adequate
number of electronic

voting machines (EVMs), .

control units, and
voter-verifiable paper
audit trail (VVPATSs).

They have also taken
measures to ensure fair
and free elections, besides
encouraging the
electorates to be the eyes
and ears of the commission
to thwart political parties
from indulging in
corrupt practices.

“We are ready with 1.7

lakh EVMs, 99,000 Control -

Units, and 97,000 VVPATSs
for the general elections:
.An adequate number of
machines are available in
all the districts and we
also have a reserve of 20%
extra machines,” Sahoo

said. The commission has ,

taken measures to
encourage the public to aid
them in preventing
political parties and

candidates from distribut- -

ing cash and gifts in a bid
to bribe the voters, he said

CEO urges public

and elaborated on ECI's
app cVigil launched in
2018, The public'with
smartphones can
download the mobile
application from the Play
Store. They can upload
pictures and videos of -
malpractices during

- glection campaigns with.
- specific details such as

location address and
landmark. Action would
be taken within 100

. minutes from the time of

uploading the complaint
from the App. :
“We will protect the

ECI has taken meé'suré's
to encourage the .

- public to help it in

preventing political
parties and candidates

* from bribing voters

identity of the complaints
and also reply tothe
coniplainant regarding the
action taken based on their
complaint,” he said.

He further said that the
electorates can apply for a
change of address. It can
be accepted till 10 days
before the candidates file
nomination papers. ;
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Wornen SUrpass
men by 15% in
EC's drive to
enrol new voters

Nisha.Nambiar@timesgroup.com

Pune: Women have surpassed
men in enrolment of new vot-
ers during an ongoing drive,
which is being conducted
across the country by EC
since Janlast year

Figures from an EC report
released this week showed
thatin the13-monthperiod till
Jan this year, new women vot-
ers exceeded men by 16%. Of
the 2.6 crore new voters en-
rolled during this period, 1.4
crore were women and men
stood atl.2crore.

Senior EC officials said
morewomen votersexemplify
a concerted effort towards
gender parity and inclusivity
within the electoral frame-
work, As on Jan 31, India has
96.8 crore electors with wom-
en comprising 47.1 crore. The

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S
March 8, 2024

gender ratio increased from
9401in 2023 t0 948 in 2024.

Maharashtra is among the
states that added more women
yoters than male voters. There
were 3 lakh female electors
against 1 lakh' male voters
which were added to the electo-
ral rolls, taking the total in the
stateto9.1crorevoters.

Shrikant Deshpande, for-
mer chief electoral officer of
Maharashtra who had con-
ducted the door-to-door drive,
said that self-help groups, an-
ganwadi workers and housing
societies contributed inthesig-
nificant increase in women
electors’ registration this year:
“The male-female ratio in the
electoral roll has increased
from 917 t0922,” he told TOL

Swati Dyahadroy; assistant
professor of womenand gender
studies at Savitribai Phule
Pune University, said more
women voters are important
for electorate for adequate rep-
resentation and reflect an im-
proved gender ratio.
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Electoral bonds issue: Congress
protests agamst SBI in Tiruchy

TIRUCHY: Members from

—Congress-staged-a-—

protest against the State
Bank of India (SBI) in
Tiruchy on Thursday as a
part of a nationwide
protest against the bank for
failing to provide details
about electoral bonds to the

“Election Commission

of India.

The members led by the Dis-
trict Secretary Saarvanan who
gathered in front of the SBI at

Chinthamani in Tiruchy raised

slogans against the bank and - ; :

~ Congress members stage protest against
State Bank of India in Tiruchy on Thursday

demanded to release of the de-
tails of the donors who provid-
ed money to the BJP through
the eléctoral bonds. -

They. charged that the Un-
ion government has been mis-
using the bank for its gain and
asked why the bank was not

ready to provide the details de-
spite the ECI's demands and
failing .to oblige to the apex
court’s verdict,

‘They also asked who was be-

hind the delay. They said that

‘the details could be retrieved

by a click of a button but, the
bank still refuses to give the
details just to appease the BJP.

DNexr, Nared L 02.03 209,

Poll e

NEW DELHE: A petition has
been filed in the Supreme
Court seeking contempt
action against the State

Bank of India (SBI) alleging

it “wilfully and deliberate-
ly” disobeyed the apex
court’s direction to submit
details of contributions
made to political parties
through electoral bonds

to the Election Commission
by March 6.

The plea, filed by two NGOs,
claimed SBI's application seek-
ing extension of time till June 30
to disclose the details of electoral
bonds encashed by political par-
ties has been deliberately filed at
the last moment to ensure that
details of donors and the amount
of donations are not disclosed to
the public before the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections.

A bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud on Thurs-

day took note of the subiissions
by advocate Prashant Bhushan,
who appeared on behalf of NGOs
Association for Democratic Re-
forms and Common Cause, that

The hank wilfully and
deliherately disoheyed the
apex cowrt’s direction to
submit details on electoral
hond paymenis, they said

onds: NGOs seek contempt action on SB

he wanted initiation of contempt
proceedings against the SBL

Bhushan said the SBI plea is
likely to be listed on March 11 and
the contempt application should
also be heard together with it.

“Please send an e-mail. I will
pass the order,” the CJI said.

The SBI moved the top court
on March 4 seeking extension of
time till June 30 to disclose the
details of the electoral bonds that
were encashed.
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