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SC firm, tells SBI to share
poll bond details today

Court dismisses banks plea seeking time till June 30 to give EC the details, says the information

is ‘readily available’; Commission must publish the data on its website by 5 p.m. on March 15

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday dismis-

sed an application
by the State Bank of India
(SBI) for time till June 30 to
provide details of electoral
bonds purchased anony-
mously and their encash-
ment by political parties.

A fivejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud,
which on February 15
struck down the electoral
bonds scheme as unconsti-
tutional, gave the bank 24
hours, that is, by the close
of business hours on
March 12, to provide the
details to the Election
Commission (EC).

The court said the infor-
mation on electoral bonds
required to be divulged by
the judgment was “readily
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The spectre of bonds

Alook at what followed the Supreme Court’s scrapping of the electoral bonds scheme

SBI'S PLEA:

o s :";‘;IT :c f:"" @ We asked you to do
® The bank sought shoul i
e il ine D TR a plain disclosure.

to “match” the
information to

ascertain “who # The EC must
contributed to which publish the \ j

3 ur February 15 judgment
political party” information 2 ry 15judg
between April 12,2019, | received from the D.¥. CHANDRACHUD

details of electoral
bonds by March 12

We did not tell you to
match the details. You \
simply need to comply with

and February 15, 2024 SBI by March 15 Chief Justice of India
available” with the bank.  suming and complex” ex-  had not asked the bank to
Once the bank forwards ercise. Details were keptin  “match” information to as-
the details, the EC has to  two separate silos and not  certain who contributed to
compile and publish the stored in a digital format.  which political parties.
data on its website' on The Judgment had cap-  “We had only asked you to

March 15 by 5 p.m.
Senior advocate Harish

sized the “core purpose” of
the electoral bonds

do a plain disclosure... We
Just wanted you to comply

Salve, for the SBI, ex- scheme, which was “ut- withthe judgment.”
plained that matching the  most secrecy”. “We have

bonds purchased and to reverse the whole Pro-  CONTINUED ON
names of donors with the  cess”, Mr. Salve argued. » PAGE 14

parties that redeemed the But Chief Justice Chan-  MAMES AND BONDS
bonds was a “time-con-  drachud said the judgment  » PAGE 12

From Page One

SC tells SBI to share
poll bond details today

The Chief Justice said the SBI had in its own appli-
cation said the information was easily accessible.

Chief Justice Chandrachud said contributors,
whether they had SBI accounts or not, at the time
of purchase of an electoral bond, had to submit to
the bank their bond applications, Know Your Cus-
tomer documentation and proof of payment
through NEFT, cheque or demand draft. Similarly,
political parties, in order to redeem a bond, had
to open current accounts in any of the authorised
branches in Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai or New
Delhi. “There is no dispute that the process was
followed by the bank. So, the information is avail-
able,” the court noted.

' Justice Sanjiv Khanna asked whether the bank
wanted a specific judicial order to open the sealed
covers containing the bonds’ details right here in
the courtroom.

“Comply with what is in black and white in the
judgment,” Justice B.R. Gavai, on the Bench, ad-
dressed Mr. Salve.

Chief Justice Chandrachud pointed out that the
SBI had not even bothered to mention what it had

_ been doing for the past 26 days since the February
15 judgment.
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Names and bonds

Court did well to thwart SBI's attempt
to delay details of electoral bonds

§ he Supreme Court’s refusal to grant any
further time to the State Bank of India
) (SBI) to furnish details of those who pur-
chaged and parties that encashed electoral bonds
. since April 2019 has foiled an ill-advised attempt
to seek postponement of the disclosure until af-
ter the general election. The SBI has now been
asked to disclose to the Election Commission of
India (ECI), by the end of March 12, the names of
details of the purchasers of the bonds, the dates
on which these were bought, and denomina-
tions. The bank should also disclose the names of
parties that redeemed the bonds, along with
dates and denominations. The ECI has to host the
information on its website by March 15. The up-
shot of the bank’s application for time until June
301s that it is now quite clear that it must disclose
the data available to it, and need not try and
match the names of the donors with the parties.
It appears that the initial directions of the Consti-
tution Bench, as part of its February 15 judgment
invalidating the electoral bonds scheme, had
been construed to mean that the SBI was re-
quired to match with exactitude all the purchas-
ers with the recipients. The bank deemed this a
“time-consuming” exercise, as the details were in
separate silos and not stored in digital format.

In rejecting the bank’s application for time and
keeping the threat of contempt action alive, the
Court has sent a message that it will not brook
any further delay. The Bench has also rightly
questioned the bank’s silence on what had been
done to comply with the order until the filing of
an application for extension of time, just two
days before the March 6 deadline. It is now quite
apparent that even manually matching the two
datasets could not have taken as long as the four
months the SBI wanted. A question may arise as
to whether the voters’ right to information, the
very basis for the Court finding the anonymous
donation scheme unconstitutional, will be ful-
filled by mere disclosure of the names of bond
purchasers and the parties that received the
funds, without authentic data on who donated
what amount to which party. Given that the
bonds have to be redeemed within a 15-day win-
dow, it may still be possible for a diligent civil so-
ciety to use the disclosures to match donors and
parties based on the proximity between dates of
purchase and redemption. The data may also
help unravel whether corporate houses or indivi-
duals benefited from their donations to ruling
parties at the Centre and in the States, or if the

_ contributions were made in response to any
threat of investigation and prosecution.
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Ensure level playing ~

field in LS election,
CEC tells observers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In the run-up to the Lok
Sabha election, Chief Elec-
tion Comimnissioner Rajiv
Kumar on Monday direct-
ed more than 2,100 poll
observers, who would be
deployed across the coun-
try, to ensure a level play-
ing field. The observers in-
clude senior officers drawn
from the IAS, the IPS, the
IRS, and a few other Cen-
tral services.

The observers are
tasked with ensuring a free
and fair electoral process.
The Election Commission
has deployed 900 general
observers, 450 police ob-
servers, and 800 expendi-
ture observers.

Addressing the obser-
vers at a meeting here, the
CEC said the polls should
be free of intimidation and
inducement. He asked the
observers to ensure that
they limit themselves with-
in the boundaries of the
Lok Sabha constituency
that they are allotted dur-

‘ing the entire electoral pro-

cess. A GPS tracking device
has been proposed to be
fitted in their vehicles, the
EC said in a statement.

The observers must be
available on mobile phone
and email and respond to
the calls of candidates, par-
ties, voters, and polling
personnel. “Any com-
plaints in this regard shall
be viewed seriously by the
commission,” it said.
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Data on poll bonds can give
crucial information: activists

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Though the data on electo-
ral bonds to be submitted
by the State Bank of India
. (SBI) to the Election Com-
- mission by Tuesday will
not “match” donors and
recipients, petitioners and
activists are enthused.
They feel the data on
-~ who purchased a particu-
lar bond at what point of
time can be collated with
other data available in the
public domain to draw
“supporting conclusions”,
“There are enough data
scientists in India who can

The

heir

draw supporting conclu-
sions from these details,”
Sanjay Hegde, who ap-
peared for an intervener in
the case, told The Hindu.

“Who purchased what

bond at what point of time
can be collated with other
data which is available in
public domain like wheth-
er the donor received any
favour, if the donor is a
subsidiary or a ‘shell’ com-
pany controlled by an in-

~ dustrial house which bene-

fited”, he added.

The Association for De-
mocratic Reforms (ADR),
the chief petitioner in the
case, said the information
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that can be deduced would
depend on the data being
revealed. “As soon we see
the data, we promise we
will do an analysis,” Trilo-
chan Shastry, chairperson
of ADR, said.

Jagdeep Chhokar, foun-
der-member of the ADR,
said there will be two data
sets regarding the details of
the buyers and the parties
who encashed the electo-
ral bonds. “The important
point to note here is that
the scheme says that there
cannot be a gap of more
than 15 days between the
buying and encashing of a
bond.”

SC has batted big for transparency by dismissing SBI’s plea for more time to disclose electoral bonds info.
“People have a right to be aware of political party funding before they go to polling booths

Trilochan Sastry

On March 11, SC took up two petitions
of national importance. One was
State Bank of India's plea seeking
extension till June 30, for dis-
closinginfoonelectoral bonds.
SBI did not comply with the

Chalrman, Feb 16 court order, asking it to
Associationfor  file the info by March 6. That
Democratic order had struck down the
Reforiis entire electoral bonds scheme

— asunconstitutional.

The other petition by ADR said that SBI was
in contempt of court for not complying with its
earlier order. Note that SBI is our largest bank,
with over 48 crore account holders, while India
has 25 crore households. Indeed, SBI is among
India’s most respected institutions.

Argument didn't fly | SBI essentially tried to
make the case that info on bonds sold and
bonds redeemed by political parties were kept
separately A total of 22,217 bonds have been sold
since 2019, over 90% of them for 21 crore each.
Therefore, SBI argued, it was difficult to match’
buyer and redeemer of each and every bond. It
said the whole process would take until June 30,
well after the scheduled Lok Sabha polls. But SC
inits earlier order had spoken of voters’ right to
have this info before voting.

Win for transparenicy | Yesterday, SC clarified
that matching donor and recipient for each and
everybondisnotrequired. Itread outits original
order of Feb 15 to clinch the issue. When SBI
asked for three more weeks, this plea was also
turned down.

@ SC ordered SBI to open the sealed cover's
rightaway. And providethe infoto Election Com-
mission, under the signature of SBI chairman,
bytoday, March 12.

® From FAQs on SBI's website, and pointed
questions to SBI's legal representative, court
established that this info is already available
with the bank.

@ Further, court ordered EC to put this info on its
website by March 15. Court also said that it would take
up the contempt petition if SBIdid not comply with the
new order. .

Fails the democratic test | Several important questions .

have been raised after the judgments of Feb 15 and
March11.

@& Fourlawswereamended in Rajya Sabha through
the Finance Act 2017, a money bill on which MPs can’t

The dog atethe key,
Your Honour!

vote. A five-judge constitution bench unanimously
struck down all four amendments and the Finance Act
as unconstitutional. Did govt not know that the bills
were unconstitutional?

@ In court, Attorney General of India said the

purpose of electoral bonds was to ensure secrecy of
donors. He also said voters don't have a right to know
this info. For the record, all leading democracies
around the world maintain full transparency. There-
fore, it is strange that our govt thinks voters do not have
arighttoknow about political funding.

Red flags | Both RBI and EC had gone on record
saying that the electoral bonds scheme was wrong
and should not be implemented. Why did govt
ignore the advice of two key institutions? Secrecy
increased speculation about electoral bonds.

@ Publicbeganasking whether the money is
from well-known industrialists, or from shell
companies, or from those against whom investi-
gativeagency raids were conducted.

@ The electoral bonds scheme had amended -
the Companies Act and removed the cap of 7.5%
of profits for political donations, and the require-
ment for a company to have been in existence for
at least three years. So shell companies could be
set up overnight to channel funds to political
parties.

® Key question here is why we knowingly
opened the gates for such money to potentially
go to political parties — even over EC's objec-
tion. Hopefully, all these speculations will be set
torestnow.

Clean funding needed | At the same time,
political party funding is very much needed.
After all, parties cannot fight elections without
© funds. However, as a first step, full transparency
needs to be implemented. Govt says that donors
are harassed if their names are made public.
We can introduce laws to protect legitimate
donations and donors from law enforcement
agencies and the I-T department, It would be a
path-breakinglegislationand anexamplefor the
world if India candothis. .
Meanwhile, Lok Sabha elections are around
the corner. Info on electoral bonds coming out
" now will be in media over the election season.
We hope that everything will be above board,
and thatnoparty willbeembarrassed. Weneed
capable, democratic political parties that work for
the people and the nation. This cannot be achieved by
courts, EC or political parties alone, In the final
analysis, it is voters who can ensure this.
ADR is a petitioner in electoral bonds cases
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1 to furnish
details today

i Apex court puts SBI on notice for ‘willful disobedience’

RAKESH K. SINGH | DC
NEW DELHI, MAR. 11

In a huge setback ‘to the
-State Bank of India (SBI),
the ‘Supreme Court on
Monday junked its: plea
" seeking an extension of
time and ordered it'to dis-
close the data of electoral
bonds encashed by politi-
cal parties to the Election
Commission. by close of
business hours on March
12. :
" A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief
Justice -of . India D.Y.

Chandrachud also direct--

The five-judge Constitution bench headed by Chief
. Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud (centre) during hear-
ing on the SBI's plea seeking more time to disclose elec-

toral bonds in New Delhi on'Monday.

on its official website by 5
pm on March 15.

The CJI-led bench, -also.
" comprising

Justices
Sanjiv  Khanna, B.R.
Gavai, J.B. Pardiwala, and

—PTI
proceed agamst it for “wil-
ful disobedience”  of its
February 15 verdict if the

.bank failed to comply with

its directions and time-
lines.

‘directed the- SBI,

Const:tutton ‘bench had
scrapped. the Union gov-,
ernment’s electoral
bonds scheme that
allowed ‘anonymous

+ political funding, calling

it “unconstitutional” and .
ordered disclosure by the
EC of donors, the amount
donated by them and- the
recipients by March 13.
Ordering the'forthwith
closure of the scheme, the
top court had last month -
the
authorised banker under

_ the scheme, to submit by

March 6 the details of the -
electoral bonds purchased

Commission to publish the
details shared by the bank -

Election

‘Manoj Misra, put the SBI .
on notice that the apex
court may be inclined to

In-a landmark. verdict
delivered- on “February
15 a

SC orders SBI to

date
] iive-judge. Commission.

furmsh

poll bond details today -

FROM PG 1

- The apex court’s direc-
tive on Monday came dur-
" ing the he.a.rmgB by the
bench on the SBI's plea
seeking ‘an extension of

time till June 30 to fur-’

nish the data. ;

The: bench also heard
separate pleas seeking
the initiation of con-

tempt action against SBI -

for alleged willful disobe-
dience of the February 15
directives of the ‘apex
court.
During the heaxmg, the
. top court observed that
the SBI's submissions in
the plea sufficiently indi-
cated that the informa-

tion which was directed -

to be disclosed by the
court was readily avail-
able. “In view of the
above * discussion, the
miscellaneous applica-
tion filed by SBI seeking
an extension of time for
‘the disclosure of details
of the purchase and
* redemption of electoral
bonds until June 30, 2024,
wdlsmlssed, it said.
" “SBI is directed to dis-
close’ the details by the
close of business hours of
March. 12,”
said.

It said: "As 1egards the
ECI, we direct that ECI
shall compile the infor-
mation and publish the
details on its official web-
site no later by 5 pm on
March 15, 2024.”

The SBI shall file an
affidavit of its chairman
and managing director in

the bench-

cumphance with the
directions issued by the

‘top court, the court said.

‘On the submissions of
senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for the
SBI, that more time was
needed for collating the
details

was kept in two different
silos” with its branches,
the bench said it had not

"directed .the bank to
.match the -details of

donors and donee with
other information..
The bench also took

note of Mr Salve's: sub:

mission that. if - the
matching exercise was to

‘be done away with, the

SBI could complete the

- exercise withm three

is silent on that,"

weeks. . -
‘'The top court; said the

SBI 'has to just open the!
sealed cover, collate-the'
details and give the i.nt"ur,- i

mation to the EC:
At the outset of the

hearing, the bench asked -

the SBI about:the steps
taken .in compliance. of
the February 15 judg-
‘ment. “In the last 26 days,
what .steps - have you
taken? Your apy]ication

it said.
1t also asked the SBI to do

a’ "plain disclosure" as :

per the court's judgment.
Mr Salve told the bench
the bank had stopped the

issuance  of ' electoral -

bonds as per the
February.15 order of the
top court.. “We need a lit-
tle more time.to comply
with your - lordships'

the bank,

( and matching
them as the information -

order;,” he said.

While referring to the
SBI's application, - CJI .
Chandrachud-said as per
.the donor
details were kept in a
sealed cover in'a desig-
nated branch of = the
bank. Justice " Khanna-
said the bank mentioned

_in the application that all

purchaser details were .
kept in a'sealed covenr

. In its application, the
SBI had contended that
the retrieval of informa-
tion from “each silo” and

- the procedure of match-

ing the  information of
one silo to that of the
other would be a time-
consuming exercise. -
The application ,said
due to stringent- meas-
ures - undertaken to
ensure that the identity
of the donors was kept
anonynious, “decoding”
the electoral bonds and
matching the donors to .
the donations would be a

complex process. e
“*Tt submitted that.the
data related to. the

issuance of ‘the bond and |

“the -data related to the

redemption.’of the bond

- was kept recorded in two

different silos. No central
database  was main
tained," it said.” .

“It is submitted that
dunor details were kept .
in a sealed cover at the
designated branches and’
all such sealed. covers.

‘.were deposited in the,

main branch of the appli-
cant bank, which is locat-
ed in Mumhai it said.

since April .12, 2019, till
to - the i
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over electoral bonds

|he futile attempts by India’s largest bank, the State Bank of India .
(8BI), to.keep the details of the electoral bonds from public eye
i unmindful of an order of the Supreme Court of India are-a sad’ .
l. reflection of how the powers that he make historic institutions opt
for indefensible positions and in the process damage their own reputation.
It is also reflective of the fact that how the government, which is the major-
ity shareholder in the bank, has arm-twisted. one of the most tech-savvy
banks in the world into cutting a sorry figure when it comes to trans-
parency. = : ¢ it . e ? ;

The order of the Supreme Court on February 15 this,year declaring elec-
toral bonds scheme unconstitutional was seen as a major step towards-.
introducing transparency in election funding in India as it held informa-
tion on how each party penefited from the corporate largesse and was crit-
ical for the voter to decide on their choice of a candidate. g

-1t had quite perplexed all those who have an association with the bank in :
any manner that it had last week sought more time from the apex court to
prepare the details of the 22,207 bonds it had sold between April 15, 2019,
and February 15, 2024. The bank had come up with the specious argument
that it has kept the details of the bonds in two sets of sealed covers and it -
would take four months to tally the same and present to the ECI against the

* deadline of March 6, set by the court, ; 0 : _

The court, which was hearing a contempt of court petition against the
bank on Monday, dismissed its application seeking more time and gave it
a working-day and half to prepare and pass the information. to the ECI,
which will now publish it on its website on March 15, instead of the origi-
nal deadline of March 13: The court refused to buy the arguments advanced
by the bank, which runs 22,000-odd branches and serves 48 crore cus-
tomers, that it would take the ddditional time if it were to match the details

* of the donors and beneficiaries. The court exposed the léss than honest
attempt by the bank when it insisted that it had ordered the bank to dis- -

~ close only the details of the buyers and the beneficiaries of the bonds sep-

arately, and had not ordered the matching ofithe two. :
As it stands today, the SBI will present to the ECI with two sets of infor-
mation by March 12. One set will comprise information on the name of the
purchaser of each bond, its date of purchasé and denomination the while
the second set will have details of political parties which have received:
contribution through electoral bonds; this information will include the
denomination of the bonds and their dates of encashment, There will be ho
direct informatijon that links the corporates and the political parties.
The SBI, which belongs to the people of India, should now wholehearted- -
-1y work with the apex court in 1ts efforts to. plug the route through which
‘political parties can receive funds through non-transparent ways. Opting
to play further tricks will not only atiract the wrath-of the court but also-
raise the suspicion in the minds of its customers and stakeholders.
‘Principles of corporate governance should go.hand in hand with those of
demﬁcratic governance; they can't be at variance one another by a wide
mark.. - : : :
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28 Asks ECI
To Upload It On
Website by Fri

Dhiananjay.Mahapaira
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court

on Monday ordered SBI to
submit to Election Commis-

Even your: FAQs indicate that for every purchase, you have to have
a separate KYC. Therefore, it is very clear every time
sontebody inade a purciiase, a KYC was mandated

We have not teld you to do a matching exercise
(tallying 44,434 data sets kept in two silos). We
have directed a plain disclosure. So to seek time for

Won't @E more time, submit

WARNS AGATNST “WILFUL DISCBEDIENCE"
@ While we're not inclined to exercise contempt jurisdiction at
this stage bearing in mind the application which was

submitted for extension of time, we place SBI on notice that this
court may be inclined to proceed against it for wilful disobedience

sion of India (ECI) by 5pmon | matching... is not warranted
Tuesday details of who donat- —SC BENCH OF Clt D Y CHANDRACHUD & JUSTICES SANIV
PEDIT: Didn't Get it?/Their KHANNA, B R GAVAI, J B PARDIWALA & MANOJ MISRA 3 £k
Notes Before Your Voltes »SBI SHARE FALLS 2%; SENSEX SLIDES 61 INTS, P 15
ed howmuchanonymouslyto  had received through electo- Referring to FAQs section
which political party through  ral bonds. This data was fur-  in SBI's brochure on electoral
electoralbondsbetween April  nished following SC’sinterim bonds, SC debunked the
2019 and Feb 2024, while dis- orderon April12,2019.SCalso bank’s argument the exten-
missingthebank’spleaforex- asked thepollpaneltoupload sion of deadline was sought
tension of deadlinetoprovide alldata SBlistosubmit,onits because of the enormity of
this information to June 30. website by 5pm on March15. the task by pointing out that
A five-judge bench also di- SC warned SBI chairman  all information on electoral
rected ECI to immediately Dinesh Kumar Khara of con- bonds was readily available
publish on its website infor- temptproceedingsif thebank  with the bank — the sole pan-
mation already provided by failedtocomplywithitsTues- India authority to issue and
political partiesonfundsthey  daydeadline. encash such bonds.

An SC bench comprising
CJI D Y Chandrachud and
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, B R
Gavai, J B Pardiwala and Ma-
noj Misra said in its order on
electoral bonds, “SBI's appli-
cation seeking an extension
of time for the disclosure of
details of purchase and re-
demption of electoral bonds
until June30isdismissed. SBI
is directed to disclose details
by close of business hours on
March 12. As regards ECI, we
direct it shall compile infor-
mation and publish details on
its official website no later
than 5 pm onMarch15.”

SBI, through senior advo-
cate Harish Salve, had argued
that the extension of deadline
was sought because the task
would involve decoding 44,434
data sets relating to electoral
bonds kept in two silos in or-
der to maintain secrecy and
anonymity of both donors
and recipients.

b-No response, P 10

SC’s 38&&
queries to SBI

_ did not evoke

aresponse

" b FromP1

e apex court's repeat-
ed queries to SBI to ex-
plain the work done so

far in decoding electoral
bonds data from Feb 15, the
Judgment date, did notevokea
response.

In that unanimous judg-
ment, SC had asked SBI to fur-
nish complete details of elec-
toral bonds to ECI by March 6
withaconsequentdirectionto
poll panel to publish the data
on its website by March 13.

SC recalled that when a
petition by Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
challenging validity of electo-
ral bonds scheme of 2018 was
pending, ECI in compliance
of 8C’s April 12, 2019, interim
order had filed a sealed cover
document detailing informa-
tion relating to anonymous
political donations. It asked
ECtoimmediatelyupload this
sealed cover information on
Fm website,

* Warning the SBI chair-
man of contempt proceedings
if thebankfailed to submit de-
tails of electoral bonds to EC
by March 12 evening, the SC
said, “SBI shall file an affida-
vitof its chairman on compli-
ance with the directions
which have been issued (on
Monday). While we are not in-

: clined toexercise contemptju-

risdiction at this stage bear-
ing in mind the application
which was submitted for ex-
tension of time, we place SBI

* on notice that this court may

be inclined to proceed against
it for wilful disobedience.”
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Plea filed for EC
appt by panel of
PiM, LoP, CJI

% %, 7ith two vacancies for elec-
Y'Y tion commissioners aris-
ing following Arun Goel'srecent
resignation and earlier retire-
ment of A C Pandey, Congress
7. has filed a plea in SC. It seeks
4 apex court’s “immediate direc-
*  tion” that EC appointments be
conducted by a panel of PM,
leader of opposition and CJI as
directed by SClast year: P10

Plea filed in SC

;. for appointing
ECs by panel of

PM, LoP & CJi

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: As the Centre
set the ball rolling to fill up
two vacant posts of Election
Commissioners, a plea has
been filed in Supreme Court
seeking its direction that the
appointments be done by a
panel consisting of the
Prime Minister, Leader of
Opposition and the CJI as di-
rected by apex court in its
judgement last year and not
as per a subsequent law
whose validity has since
~ beenchallenged in the court.
The application has been
filed by Congress activist
Jaya Thakur on whose plea
the apex court had last year
passed an order devising the
panel for appointment of
CEC and ECs. She had also
challenged validity of the
law which was brought after
the judgement. The petition-
er sought "immediate direc-
tion" of the court to direct
the Centre to follow the
norms/procedures for ap-
‘pointment of the posts of
CEC and ECs, as per verdict
passed last year by the court
in Anoop Baranwal case.
Two vacancies of elec-
tion commissioners have
arisen following the recent
resignation of Arun Goel
and earlier retirement of
Anup Chandra Pandey.
Pleading for urgent hear-
ing, advocate Varun Thakur
mentioned it before CJID Y
Chandrachud who assured
him early listing of case.
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BJP and Panneerselvam behind move ahead of Lok Sabha
- election, says AIADMK leader KC Palanisamy

u SHANMUGHA SUNDARAM J

CHENNAI: The Election
Comission of India on
Monday issued a notice to
AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami,
seeking explanation regard-
ing the petition filed by
Suriyamoorthy, who reported-
-ly dentanded the Commission
to freeze the symbol until all
the pending cases regarding
the symbol were disposed of.

The development ahead of the
general election has gained sig-
nificance as O Panneerselvam’s
faction, which aligned with the
BJP, vowed to freeze the symbol

to teach a lesson to his bete noire-

(Palaniswami) for allegedly hi-
jacking the party and expelling
their leader -

‘Regular procedure’
“There is nothing serious about
the notice and it was a regular

procedure of the EC. Whoe\;'er
gives a complaint against any

party, this is the procedure the -

Commission would resort to. Tt
asks for an explanation and we
will give a fitting one,” said a
state level functionary of
the AIADMK quoting
the EC notification. &3

Another leader in )
the AIADMK said if -
was the handiwork
of the betrayers
0PS, who was associ-
ated with the saffron
party and trying to take
away their party symbol.
“They will not succeed in it,”
he said and noted that
they have outgrown
such gimmicks and ¢
tackle it legally.

“We are busy in alli-
ance talks and select- °
ing candidates. It (EC
notification) is not a
big deal. We will
give disappoint-

ment and failures to our enemies,
and betrayers,” he quipped.

Freezing symbol?
OPS supporter and state secre-
tary of election wing A Sub-
burathinam said there
is “all possibility of
7
7

bol,” and exposing
Palaniswami and
his coeteries. "It
is the sign,” he
said pointing out to
the EC notification.
Without ruling out
the EC notification as politi-
cally motivated, former MP of
AIADMK KC Palanisamy said
that Suriyamoorthy filed a
fresh petition before the
Commission on February
3 12 in connection with the
row.over the party symbol.
“The BJP and Panneer-
selvam are behind this.
Otherwise, the Com-
mission would

over fwo leave

freezing the sym-

“ber 2023 till date.

~ yamoorthy asking the
. Court to direct the EC to consijd-

Jothi Nirmalasamy assumes office as
new State Election Commissioner

cHENNAL The Tamil Nadu government on Monday appointed

B Jothi Nirmaldsamy as the Commissioner of the Tamil Nadu
State Election Commission, She would be succeeding V
Palanlswamy. Hitherto, she was serving as secretary, Commer-
cial Taxes and Registration. Chief Secretary Shiv Das Meena, in
the Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department’s order,
noted that the appended notification would be published in
Tamil Nadu. According to the Tamil Nadu Panchayat Act (Tamil.
Nadu Act 21 0f 1994) Jothi Nirmalasamy would be holding the
posting for a period of five years or until she attains the age of
65 years, whichever is earlier. She is going to be retlred by the
end of May this year.

Election Commission would sub-
mit the response from AIADMK
before the High Court.

. The Supreme Court had issued
an interim order facilitating the
ATADMEK to field its candidate in
the Two Leaves symbol in the
Erode by poll. However, the Apex
Court order would have no im-
pact on the original suit.

“The outcome of the original
.suit can go either way. Nothing
can be taken easily,” said the for-
mer AIADMEK MP from Karur.

have not issued such a notice to
ATADMK general secretary at
this crucial juncture,” he said
and justified his claims by stat-
ing why the Commission was sit-
ting on his petition filed in Octo-

It may be recalled that the
original suit was filed by Suri-
High

er his petition.
The hearing of the case was
scheduled on February 25. The
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PM-chaired panel on ECs to meet on

March 14 to finalise names: Sources

NEW DELHI: The prime minister-chaired high-powered
committee on selecting election commissioners will now
meet on March 14 to finalise the names of two new ECs,.
top sources said. They said that the Law Minjstry has sent
an amended communication to all panel members for the
meeting to be held now at 12 noon on March 14. The
meeting was earlier slated at 6 PM on March 15, Two
vacancies of election commissioners came about -
following the resignation of Arun Goel on Friday and Anup
Chandra Pandey’s retirement on February 14. The
selection panel is chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and has a Union minister and the Leader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury as its.

" members. The election commissioners will be appointed
by the president. : '
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