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BJP seeks EC
action against
Rahul for
rally speech

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Monday sub-
mitted a complaint to the
Election Commission seek-
ing action against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, ac-
cusing him of violating the
Model Code of Conduct
and electoral laws in a
speech in Maharashtra.

A BJP delegation, which
visited the EC headquar-
ters, sought an order repri-
manding, censuring, and

| restraining Mr. Gandhi

from “handing out lies dur-
ing election campaigning”
and a direction for registra-
tion of a case against him
and Congress chief Malli-
karjun Kharge.

The complaint quoted
Mr. Gandhi’s speech on No-
vember 6, and alleged that
he made unverified claims
and “distorted the truth by
stating  that  Apple’s
iPhones and Boeing’s air-
planes are being manufac-
tured in other States at the
expense of Maharashtra”.

The BJP alleged that
through his statements,

| Mr. Gandhi falsely accused

other States of stealing pur-
ported opportunities from
Maharashtra. “In - fact,
Maharashtra has topped in
the direct investment cross
India by receiving a total of
770,795 crore from April to
June 2024-25,” it said.
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SPECIAL CAMPS FOR
VOTERS LISTIN
THANJAVUR DISTRICT

G. SRINIVASAN | DC
THANJAVUR, NOV. 11

Special camps for addition,
deletion and correction in the
voters list will be held in all
the 2,311 polling booths in the
district on  November 15,
November 16, November 23,
and November-24, according to
a release issued here by B.
Priyanka Pankajam, district
collecter, on Monday.

People aged 18 can visit these
camps and submit completed
Form 6 for adding new names.
For linking Aadhaar to voters
identity cards, Form 6B should
be submitted. For deletion
Form 7, and for correction
Form 8 should be submitted.

The camps will be held from
9.30 am to 5.30 pm.

Those who could not go to
the camps can visit taluk
offices from 10 am to 5.45 pm
on working days fill November
98 and submit the filled forms.

People can also submit forms
through wwwnvsp,in and
through  voters helpline
mobile app. For getting more
information, people can con-
tact tollfree number 1950 on
working days from 10 am fo
5.45 pm, said the collector.

Book Rahul &

Kharge for bid
to mislead poll

body: BIP to EC

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Ahead of theMaha-
rashira assembly polls, BJP has
approached the Election Com-
mission of India with allega-
tions against Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
accusing them of violating the
model code of conduct (MCC).
OnNovembers, duringarally in
Maharashira, Rahul Gandhi al-
legedly made statements that
the BJP claims to be objectiona-
ble, which led the BJP to submit
a formal complaint to the poll
watchdog on Monday:

The BJP’s complaint high-
lights what it describes as
‘gross violations’ of the MCC
andrelevantelectorallaws, em-
phasising that Gandhi’s com-
ments reflect a ‘malicious and
slanderous campaign’ against
Fhe pa;ty:’l‘he complaint specif-
ically accuses Gandhi of
spreading false information
about the BJP and its ideologi-
cal parent, the Rashiriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

In response, BJP has re-
quested EC to ‘reprimand, cen-
sure and resirain Rahul Gandhi
from handing out lies’ from
{nak]'ngfurther statements dur-
ing campaigning that BJP con-
siders unfounded. The party has
also sought an FIR against both
Kparge and Gandhi for what it
views as a persistent campaign
tomislead the electorate.
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A Rejects EC’s claim of disposing of complaints in 20 hours

‘Lie”: TMC targets at EC for inaction

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 11

After the Election
Commission (EC) said it
acted “within 20 hours” of
receiving the Trinamul
Congress’ complaints on
West Bengal bypolls, the
ruling party in the state
Monday termed the poll
authority’s claim as “lie”
and accused it of becom-
ing a “wing of the BJP”.
The TMC on Monday

alleged that the EC is slow
in providing response to
its grievances, and that
the delays serve to benefit
the BJP, thereby, compro-
mising the fairness of the
elections and eroding pub-
lic confidence in the
impartiality of democrat-
ic institutions. On this,
the EC said it had taken
prompt action in all com-
plaints and rejected com-
plaints of inaction.

A delegation of TMC

% The TMC said it is dis-
mayed that they have
been given an appoint-
ment at 3:30 PM, a mere
90 minutes before the
campaigning period con-
cludes at 5 pm

leaders, including TMC
parliamentary party
leader of Lok Sabha Sudip
Bandopadhyay,  Rajya
Sabha parliamentary
party leader Derek

O’Brien, and MPs Kirti
Azad, Mr Saket Gokhale
and Ms Sushmita Dev, had
visited the EC on Saturday
and submitted two memo-
randa related to the ongo-
ing bypoll campaign.

In a letter to the EC, the
TMC said it is “dismayed”
that they have been given
an appointment at 3:30 PM
on Monday, a mere 90 min-
utes before the campaign-
ing period concludes at
5 pm.
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;[‘hackeray blasts EC
officials for checking

BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAI, NOV. 11

his bags before rally

Former Maharashira
chief minister and Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray had a heated
exchange with Election
Commission officials on
Monday over their move
to check his bags upon his
arrival in Yavatmal for a
public rally, amid the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) in place.

Mr Thackeray asked if
the EC authorities would
also inspect the bags of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior
leaders. He also demand-
ed the officials to send a
video of bags also being
checked of PM Modj,
Union home minister
Amit Shah, Maharashtra
chief minister Eknath

Shinde and deputy CMs.

Devendra Fadnavis and
Ajit Pawar.

Mr Thackeray made a
video of the incident,
showing EC officials
checking his bags at the
helipad in Wani.

He also asked the EC
officials, “Which political
leaders’ bags have you
checked before checking
mine? Have you checked
Eknath Shinde, Fadnavis,
Ajit Pawar, Modi and

EC notice to WB BJP
national emblem

remarks on

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 11

The Election Commission
(EC) on Monday jssued a
showcause notice to West
Bengal Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president
Sukanta Majumdar for
his alleged remarks on
the national emblem and
against the West Bengal
police. Mr Majumdar has
been asked to submit his

Uddhav Thackeray
Amit Shah’s bags? I
should get to watch a
video of you checking
Modi’s bags.” .

Later addressing a pub-
lic meeting at Wani, he
asked his party workers
and voters to also check
the pockets and identity
cards of the officials who
check them.

Saying that he was not
miffed with the election
authorities, he added,
«You are following your
responsibility and I will
perform my responsibili-
ty” “All these useless
things are going on. 1
don’t consider it demo-
cratic. This can’t be a .
democracy. In a democra-
¢y, no one is bigor small,”
Mr Thackeray said.
According to officials,
with the MCC in force,
poll officials can carry
out surprise checks to
prevent distribution of
gifts and cash. >,

chief for

response by Monday late
evening.

“In the event of no
response from your side
within the stipulated
time, it will be presumed
that you have nothing to
say in the matter, and the
Election Commission will
take appropriate action
in the matter, without
making any further refer-
ence to you,” the poll
body said.
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Middle-aged voters form 42% of electorate in State

CHENNAR: Almost 42.35 % of Tamil
Nadu's electors are middle-aged
persons, according to the Tamil
Nadu Election Commission.

Of the State’s total number of voters
(6,27,30,588) in 38 distriets, nearly 2.65
crore electors are aged 30 to 48.
Among them, 21 % of the voters fall in
the age group of 40-49 years, and vot-
ers in the age group of 30-39 account
for 20.60 %. The electors in the age
group of 50-59 years are just over 1.12
crore, accounting for 17.94 %. This
group of voters is the third largest
group in the State, according to the
age cohort of Special Summary Revi-
sion of the Photo Electoral Roll 2025.
The State has a total of 651 lakh
first-time and young voters aged 18
and 19 years, while electors aged be-
tween 20 and 29 years number just

over 1.06 crore. Interestingly, ac-
tor Vijay's newly launched Ta-
miliga Vettri Kazhagam is eye-
ing the young voters. Seeman’s
Naam Tamilar Kazhagam will
face tough challenge from TVEK
{o retain its 8.2% vote hank, par-
ticularly among the young voters.

Among senior citizens aged 60 and
above, a total of 75.68 lakh voters fall
in the age group of 60-69, while 42.79
lalch voters fall in the next age cohort
of 7079, The State has 6.27 lakh voters
aged 80 years and above.

Meanwhile, the ECI would con-

18-19 yrs B~ 6,51,487

20-29 yrs Iu 1,06,08,886

30-39 yrs TS 1.29.28,362

40-49 yrs EEETERERG 1,36,44,160

50-59 yrs T TR 11254851

60-69 yrs e 75,68,521

70-79 yrs DEREERENG 42,790,861
g0+ yrs WG~ 17,94,460

BREAK-UP
OF VOTERS

6,27,30,588

duct special campaigns on Novem-

O T fediated ECI WILL CORDUCT SPECIAL Tofal number of
locations. Forms for inclusion, dele- CAMPAIGNS ON NOVEMBER 16, constituencies
mou..:sw%_m of pwmmummn qﬁaw mﬂom, 17, 23 AND 24 “M n 38 districts

modification and transposition o

entries in the electoral rolls would be DESIGNATED LOCATIO of Tamil Nadu

3 Source: TNSEC
available there. i
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IAS oiers ahoo,
Anand transferred

cHENNAL In a minor reshuffle, the State government on
Monday transferred a few IAS officers, including the
principal secretaries of the MSME and Animal
Husbandry departments, iy
According to an order issued by Chief Secretary N Muru-
ganandam on Monday, principal secretary of the public (elec-
tions) department, Satyabrata Sahoo has been transferred
and posted as principal secretary of the State Animal
Hushandry, Dairying, Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare de-
partment.

Dr Atul Anand, Commissioner of Labour has been frans-
farred and posted as principal secretary of MSME depart-
ment, replacing Archana Pat- :

naik who was appointed
Chief Electoral Officer of Ta- Satyabrata Sahoo has

mil Nadu by the Election been transferred and
Commission of India a few  posted as principal
faYREED, secratary of State

C Samayamoorthy, Com-
missioner of Tourism and Animal Hushandry,

managing director of TTDC Dairying, Fisheries
has eéaeen transferred and  apd Fishermen

posted as secretary of the

state Human Resources Man- Weltare depmem
agement department.

M Arthi, state project director of Samagra Shiksha has
been transferred and posted as deputy secretary to Deputy
secretary to Deputy Chief Minister.

Shilpa Prabhakar, mission director of National Health
Mission has been fransferred and posted as director of
Tourism and MD-of TTDC.

Dr A Arun Thamburaj, project director of TN Health Sys-
tem Project has been posted as mission director of National
Health Mission.
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Chief Justice of India
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will retire on May 13, 2025,

CJI Sanjiv Khanna Ea of %&8@ on EVM, Art 370 and poll bonds

GJI Sanjiv starts
judicial proceedings

Sanjiv Khanna has his
imprint on several
landmark judgements such
as upholding the sanctity
of EVMs, abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370, scrapping the
electoral bonds scheme and
granting interim bail to
former Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal.

Hailing from an illustrious
Delhi-based family, Justice
Khanna is the son of former
Delhi High Court judge
Justice Dev Raj Khanna and
the nephew of the iconic late
former apex court judge HR
Khanna.

Justice Khanna was born
on May 14, 1960, and studied
law at the Campus Law
Centre, Delhi University,
before enrolling as an
advocate with the Bar Council
of Delhi in 1983,

As a lawyer, he practised in

-the district courts at the Tis

President Draupadi Murmu administers cath to
Sanjiv Khanna as the 51st Chief Justice of India

Hagzari complex and moved
his practice to the Delhi High
Court,

He had a long tenure as the
senior standing counsel for
the Income Tax Department
and was appointed the
standing counsel (civil) for
Delhi in 2004

Justice Khanna also
appeared and argued criminal

cases at the Delhi High Court
as an additional public

prosecutor and as an amicus

curiae. Justice Khanna was
also the executive chairman
of the National Legal Service
Authority.

He was recommended by
predecessor CJI DY Chandra-
chud as his successor on
October 17, Justice Khanna

after serving over six months
as head of the judiciary.

Some of the notable
judgments of Justice Khanna
in the Supreme Court include
upholding the use of electronic
voting machines in elections,
saying the devices were secure
and eliminating booth
capturing and bogus voting. He
was also part of the bench that
declared the electoral hond
scheme, meant for funding
political parties, as unconstitu-
tional. Justice Khanna was a
part of the bench, which
upheld the Centre’s 2019
decision abrogating Article
870, which granted a special

status to the erstwhile state of

Jammu and Kashmir.

In 2021, a bench he was a
part of upheld the validity of
the e-voting process for
winding up mutual fund
schemes in a case related to
the closure of schemes of
Franklin Templeton Trustee
Services Private Limited.

MEW DELHI: Justice Sanjiv

‘Khanna commenced

judicial proceedings on
Monday, his first day as
Chief Justice of India,
and thanked lawyers for
wishing him well.

Justice Khanna was sworn
in as the 51st CJI earlier in
the day by President
Droupadi Murmu at a brief
ceremony at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan.

“Thank you,” said the
CJI who assembled in
courtroom one alongwith
Justice Sanjay Kumar
minutes after noon.

“T wish you a fruitful
tenure as the CJI,” wished
senior advocate Mukul '
Rohatgi at the outset of day
proceedings.

Other lawyers present in
the courtroom also wished
the CJI well.

When a bar leader
raised an issue relating to
sequencing of cases listed
in a day for hearing, the
CJ1 said that it was
in his mind and he will
consider it.

Justice Khanna took
the oath in English “in
the name of god” at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Born on May 14, 1960,
Justice Khanna will
serve as the CJI for a little
over six months and
demit office on May 13,
2025, upon attaining the
age of 65.

He succeeded Justice
D Y Chandrachud who
demitted office on Sunday.
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