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New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday expressed full sat-
isfaction with the work being
doneby theElection Commis-
sion in preparing the final
voter list for the coming gen-
eral elections and said there
wasnoroomtoaccusethe poll
supervisory body of not tak-
ing enough steps to weed out
duplicate and ghost voters.

Appearing for EC, advo-
cate Amit Sharma told a
bench of Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud, and Justices J
B Pardiwala and Manoj Mis-
rathatgenerally people, espe-
cially the first time voters,
are enthusiastic about regis-
tering their names in the vot-
ers list, but there is a discer-
niblelackof effortonthepart
of electorate to help EC in de-
leting duplicate entries and
the names of the dead from
voterslist.

Tor this reason, the EC
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BODY": As per the finally publish-
ed electoral roll, a total of over
96.88 crore voters are registered
across the country, the Election
Commission said. More than two
crore young electors, spanning the
18-19 and 20-29 age groups, have
heen added to the electoral roll

and a large contingent of
booth level officers conduct
house to house verification,
he said. “An IT-enabled sys-
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tem generates lists of proba-
ble Demographic Similar En-
tries (DSEs) & Photo Similar
Entries (PSEs). House-to-
House verification acts as an
assistivetoolforthe Electoral
Registrationofficers (EROs)/
AEROs, who must complete
the process as defined in the
concerned Act & Rules,” he
added.

Asperthe finally publish-
ed electoral roll, a total of
over 96.88 crore voters are

_registered across the country,

the EC said. More than two
crore young electors, span-
ning the 18-13 and 20-29 age
groups, have been added to
the electoralroll.

After hearing Sharma,
the bench disposed of a PIL,
which had alleged that large-
gcale duplicate entries and
ghost voters continueto exist
on the voters list and had
soughtadirectiontotheECto
eliminate them prior to the
generalelections.



VELLORE: The Tamilaga
Vivasayigal Sangam has
decided to vote for NOTA
{none of the above) in the
upcoming LS polls upset with
officials not acting upon their
complaints over wild animals
rampaging farms.

The decision was taken at the

100th birth anniversary celebra-
tions of sangam’s founder
Narayanasamy Naidu-at Coim-
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batore on February 6, according
to the state president of the asso-
ciation T Venugopal.

The committee plans to meet
like-minded associations and

farmer/farm product-related or-

ganisations across the state to
galvanise support for their deci-
sion, the association’s general
secretary S Udayakumar said.
“We raised the issues faced by
farmers during the agricultural
grievances day meet in Vellore
on January 30, but our concerns
weren't taken seriously,” he add-

Farmers threaten to vote NOTA in LS polls
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ed. The issue stems from the ar-
rest of two farmers Mohan Babu
and Suresh of Sarangal village
near Pernambut on August 28,
9022 for allegedly putting up a
metal fence and electrifying it
without permission to protect
their farms from wild animals.
Forest officials allegedly: in-
sisted that farmers give in writ-
ing that they would not indulge

in similar acts in the future.

“When the association is de-
manding that the false case
against both farmers be dropped,

we wonder how the forest depart-
ment can male such a demand,” ’
the assoclation’s youth wing
state president R Subash said.

“The department seems to be
more bothered about protecting
wildlife and not human liveli- -
hood, despite our sufferings,
losses and even deaths. Repeat-
ed demands for action have not
elicited an adequate response.
Forest officials will understand
the problems farmers face only
if they are willing to talk to us,”
he lamented. ’
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